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Happy Chanukah

Governor Announces $25 Million Available to 
Strengthen Security at Non-Profit Organizations

In October, Governor Kathy 
Hochul appeared at the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage in Battery Park 
City and announced the availabil-
ity of an additional $25 million to 
help nonprofit organizations im-
prove the security of their facilities 
to better protect those at risk of 
hate crimes or attacks because of 
their ideology, beliefs, or mission. 
Available to those organizations 
that have not previously received 
state funding for this purpose, the 
allocation builds on nearly $43 mil-
lion awarded to 362 nonprofit or-
ganizations to help boost security 
infrastructure and enhance pre-
paredness against potential hate 
crime attacks. 

“By their very nature, hate 
crimes strike at the heart of our democratic val-
ues and threaten to undermine the very tenets of 

our society,” Governor Hochul said. 
“By helping these nonprofit organi-
zations protect themselves against 
these cowardly acts of violence, we 
continue to make public safety a 
top priority. Bigotry and hate have 
no place in our state, and we will do 
everything in our power to protect 
vulnerable people from those who 
would lash out against them due to 
their ideology, belief or mission.” 

In total, the state funding will 
support 872 projects across the state. 
These projects will bolster security at 
community centers, schools, muse-
ums, and day camps. 

Governor Hochul also an-
nounced an expanded online report-
ing form that will allow New Yorkers 
to report bias and hate incidents oc-

curring in New York State. The new online report-
ing form improves data collection capabilities and 

bolsters the state’s efforts to track and respond to 
acts of hate and discrimination. 

The announcement comes as hate and bias 
incidents continue throughout the state, many 
targeting Jewish and Asian American and Pacific 
Islander communities. While the number of hate 
crime incidents reported to police in the state 
represents a small fraction of total crime, these 
incidents are significant because they instill fear 
in the greater community of the victim. 

This fall, the Division of Criminal Justice 
Services {DCJS} will seek proposals for the $25 
million, which is expected to fund approximately 
500 projects across the state. Nonprofit organiza-
tions that previously received grants may apply 
for a new grant to bolster security at different fa-
cilities. Applications for grants must be submitted 
to DCJS by January 7, 2022.

DCJS will accept applications for up to 
$50,000 per facility; each eligible organization 
may submit up to three applications for a maxi-

continued on page 11

UJA-Federation Westchester, WJC Hosts Conversation with NYS Senate 
Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

UJA-Federation Westchester Government 
Relations Committee and Westchester Jewish 
Council (WJC) hosted a virtual conversation with 
NYS Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins on Wednesday, October 13, 2021.

Karen Everett, Chair UJA Westchester Gov-
ernment Relations Committee and WJC Inter-
faith/Intergroup Committee Chair welcomed 
Stewart-Cousins, noting that she was present at 
opening of the first HOPE Kosher Food Pantry 
on Friday, September 10th in New Rochelle and 
expressed gratitude for Senator Cousin’s support 
of Holocaust survivors, providing $2.5 million dol-

lars for survivors living in poverty.
“I think of the phrase Tik-

kun Olam, which is ‘repairing the 
world,’” Stewart-Cousins began, 
referring to her partnerships with 
UJA, WJC and Governor Kathy Ho-
chul “to fix stuff,” codifying legis-
lation supporting Roe vs. Wade 
abortion rights in 2007 and noted 
that NYS reproductive choice was 
codified in 1970 before Roe vs 
Wade was instituted in 1973.

“I stood with the Governor 
when she signed the Bill, ‘Less is 
More,’ referring to prison reform including halt-

ing solitary confinement.  NYS 
became one of the top States 
for re-incarceration because of 
technical violations, people who 
had paid their debts imprisoned 
for small transgressions.  Less is 
More stopped that, giving people 
the opportunity to reduce parole 
time by adhering to their obliga-
tions for 30 days.”

Stewart-Cousins addressed 
underfunded school districts, 

working with Senator Shelley 
Mayer, her Education Chair “to 

inject millions of dollars to repair damage to school 

districts and create 800 Universal Pre-K Slots.”
Senator Stewart-Cousins said that Attorney Gen-

eral Letitia James joined with other AGs in an opioid 
settlement against pharmaceutical companies, gain-
ing $13 million to fund rehabilitation and education.

Everett noted that NYS contains one-half of 
80,000 total Holocaust survivors; 40% live in pov-
erty with COVID Crisis placing greater stress on 
food insecurity, mental health issues and given 
their age and status, social isolation.  She said the 
FBI reported that hate crimes are at their high-
est level in 12 years.  Attacks against African and 
Asian Americans led this spike with  huge upsurge 
of violence against Jews.  Stewart-Cousins sug-
gested reporting hate crimes online at ny.gov.

Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins
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May the light of the Season Shine
Throughout the Year.

Happy Hanukkah
                                                                     George Latimer
                                                                   Westchester County Executive

Rescued Torah Scroll Finds New Home at 
Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center

The Holocaust & Human Rights 
Education Center (HHREC), a nonprofit 
organization that offers education pro-
grams in partnership with local schools 
to enhance the teaching and learning 
of the lessons of the Holocaust, has 
received a Rescued Holocaust Torah 
from the Yorktown Jewish Center. The 
HHREC will safeguard it at their library 
and education center in White Plains. 
The Yorktown Jewish Center recently 
closed after 68 years in operation serving 
their congregation in the greater York-
town Heights area. 

“We are incredibly honored and hum-
bled by the generosity of our dear friends 
at the Yorktown Jewish Center to become 
caretakers for this Torah.” said Millie Jas-
per, Executive Director, HHREC. “And while we are 
saddened to learn of the closing of the synagogue, we 
will work very hard to help them achieve their mis-
sion in sharing this unique artifact with teachers, 
students, and the public at large, as a living docu-
ment to help us educate and inform.” 

 “It’s both gratifying and heartening to know 
that this precious item, our Torah, will continue 
to be used as intended, to educate and elevate the 
spirituality of all who partake of it,” said Marvin 
Medow, one of the Co-Presidents of the Yorktown 
Jewish Center. “Our Torah has found a new home 
and the gift of its teachings will continue.”

The Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center is a not-for-profit organization based in 
White Plains New York that serves Westchester, 
Fairfield, and neighboring counties. Their Mission 
is to enhance the teaching and learning of the les-
sons of the Holocaust and the right of all people to 

be treated with dignity and respect. They encour-
age students to speak up and act against all forms 
of bigotry and prejudice. Their work with stu-
dents and teachers helps schools fulfill the New 
York State mandate that the Holocaust and other 
human rights abuses be included in their curricu-
lum. Since 1994, they have brought the lessons of 
the Holocaust, genocide, and human rights crimes 
to more than 1,500 teachers, and through them to 
thousands of middle and high school students. 
Through their volunteer Educators Program Com-
mittee, the Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center gives teachers the unique opportunity 
to develop programs for themselves and others. 
These programs not only enrich teachers’ knowl-
edge about the Holocaust and related issues, but 
they also provide the lens through which to view 
all other human rights violations. For more infor-
mation call 914.696.0738 email info@hhrecny.org  

 

L to R: Marvin Medow, co-president, Yorktown Jewish Center; HHREC 
Executive Director Millie Jasper; and Michael Mirsky, co-president, 
Yorktown Jewish Center.

Night of Jewish Learning and Celebration 2.0, 
The Virtual Edition

The Night of Jewish Learning 
and Celebration 2.0, The Virtual Edi-
tion, presented by The Westchester 
Board of Rabbis and The Westches-
ter Jewish Council, is scheduled 
virtually for Saturday, November 20, 
2021.  There will be two zoom ses-
sions, one beginning at 7:30pm and 
the other at 8:30pm.

The evening will feature 20 
Westchester Rabbis from different 
branches of Judaism who will come 
together to share their wisdom with 
members of the community in over 
20 different sessions on a variety of 
topics including, “What Happened to the Hanuk-
kah Feast”, “Yo Ho Ho and a Bottle of Manisch-
ewitz: Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean” and “The 
Jewish People as “Ivrim”: Becoming Active Partici-
pants in a Complicated World”.

A list of participating Rabbis is as follows: 
Rabbi David Schuck/Beth El Synagogue Center; 
Rabbi Zack Sitkin/Beth El Synagogue Center; Rabbi 
Evan Hoffman/Congregation Anshe Sholom; Rabbi 
Joshua Strom/Congregation B’nai Yisrael; Rabbi 
Howard Goldsmith/Congregation Emanu-El; Rabbi 
Ben Goldberg/Congregation Kneses Tifereth Israel; 
Rabbi Jay Stein/Greenburgh Jewish Center; Rabbi 
Shoshana Leis/Hebrew Congregation of Somers & 
Pleasantville Community Synagogue; Rabbi Jen-
nifer Goldsmith/Jewish Education Project; Rabbi 
Harry Pell/The Leffell School; Rabbi Solomon Hoff-
man/Mishkan Ha’am; Rabbi Daniel Sayani/Plaza 

Jewish Community Chapel; Rabbi 
Jeffrey Brown/Scarsdale Synagogue-
Temples-Tremont and Emanu-El; 
Rabbi Sara Freidson/Temple Beth 
Shalom Mahopac; Rabbi Josh Look-
stein/Westchester Day School; Rabbi 
Cornelia Dalton/Westchester Jew-
ish Center; Rabbi Jonathan Blake/
Westchester Reform Temple; Rabbi 
Fredda Cohen/White Plains Hospital; 
Rabbi Nuriel Klinger/Young Israel of 
Scarsdale; Rabbi Molly Karp.

“I am always eager to hear from 
so many respected and learned rabbis and 
very much enjoy participating in commu-

nity learning,” commented an attendee from the 
previous Night of Learning program.

This event is free and open to all. Visit https://
conta.cc/3G0BTKC to register. 

To make a donation for this event, visit www.
wjcouncil.org/donate-now/.

For more information about the Night of Jew-
ish Learning and Celebration 2.0, contact Donna 
Bartell via email at donna@wjcouncil.org or call 
(914) 328-7001. Information about the event is also 
available on the Westchester Jewish Council web-
site at www.wjcouncil.org.  

The Westchester Jewish Council connects, 
convenes and safeguards Westchester’s Jew-
ish communities and strengthens relationships 
among Jewish organizations and other ethnic and 
faith- based groups, elected officials, Israel and 
the community at large.

Rabbi David Schuck

Celebrating the Life of Activist and Community 
Organizer Rabbi Rachel Cowan

This December 2, the Museum 
of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memo-
rial to the Holocaust will present a 
special screening of the documentary 
film, Dying Doesn’t Feel Like What I’m 
Doing, chronicling the life and legacy 
of civil rights activist and community 
organizer Rachel Cowan. 

The screening will be followed 
by a panel discussion, moderated by 
Rabbi Marc Margolius, Senior Pro-
gram Director at the Institute for Jew-
ish Spirituality, with filmmaker Paula 
Weiman-Kelman, Khary Lazarre-White, Executive 
Director and Co-Founder of the Brotherhood Sis-
ter Sol, and Jeannie Blaustein, Founding Board 
Chair at Reimagine End of Life.

The event is co-sponsored by the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage and the Institute for Jewish Spiri-
tuality, with presenting partners B’nai Jeshurun, 
Tricycle Foundation, and the Marlene Meyerson 
JCC Manhattan.

Rachel Cowan was a civil rights activist, com-
munity organizer, the first female Jew by choice 
ordained as a Rabbi, and a beloved and influential 
mindfulness teacher. After she was diagnosed 
with aggressive brain cancer, her years of mind-

fulness practice enabled her to model 
living well while dying.

The film provides an intimate 
portrait of Rabbi Cowan, a beloved 
and influential mindfulness teacher, 
stalwart in New York City’s Jewish 
community and the first female con-
vert to be ordained a rabbi at Hebrew 
Union College. She was a civil rights 
activist who taught people how to “sit” 
with themselves and stand up for oth-
ers. She and her late husband, Village 
Voice writer Paul Cowan, were instru-

mental in encouraging support of intermarried 
couples. 

Widowed at 48 years old, she had a power-
ful second act. As the first director of Jewish Life 
at the Nathan Cummings foundation, she trans-
formed Jewish philanthropy. As a founder of the 
Jewish Healing Network, The institute of Jewish 
Spirituality and The Wise Aging movement, she 
transformed Jewish life by bringing mindfulness 
and meditation into the mainstream.

After she was diagnosed with aggressive 
brain cancer and used her spiritual practice to 
navigate her death while looking back on her full 

continued on page 6
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David Harris

AJC Releases 2021 “State of Antisemitism in 
America Report”

American Jewish Committee 
(AJC) has released its 2021 State of 
Antisemitism in America report 
based on new national polling of 
the U.S. Jewish and general adult 
populations. The surveys, the larg-
est and most comprehensive of 
their kind ever conducted, confirm 
that hatred of Jews remains a severe 
problem in the United States, re-
quiring urgent attention—and that 
American Jews and the U.S. general 
public, view the problem very dif-
ferently.

Both Jews and non-Jews were asked about 
their perceptions and experiences of antisemi-
tism over the past 12 months, including during 
the conflict between Israel and Hamas in May of 
this year. The AJC study provides insights into 
the views within each group and comparisons be-
tween the two on key issues regarding antisemi-
tism. 

“This critical report confirms that American 
Jews are deeply concerned about antisemitism 
in America—and many are limiting their behav-
ior as a result,” said AJC CEO David Harris. “That 
one in four American Jews has been the target of 
antisemitism over the past year alone, and that 

four out of ten have taken steps to 
conceal their Jewishness or curtail 
their activities as a result, should 
alarm all Americans. Now is the 
time for American society to stand 
up and say ‘enough is enough.’ 
American Jews see antisemitism on 
the far right and the far left, among 
extremists acting in the name of 
Islam, and elsewhere throughout 
America. It is 2021, and a disturb-
ing number of Jews in America are 
afraid of identifying openly as Jew-

ish for fear of attack. Where is the outrage? Where 
is the recognition that antisemitism may begin 
with Jews but, ultimately, targets the fabric and 
fiber of any democratic society?”

One in Four Jews Have Been the Victims of 
Antisemitism Over the Past Year

Approximately one in four (24%) American 
Jews has been the target of antisemitism over the 
past 12 months: 17% said they had been the targets 
of antisemitic remarks in person, 12% said they 
had been the targets of antisemitism online or on 
social media, and 3% said they had been the vic-
tims of physical attacks.

Consequently, approximately four out of ev-
continued on page 13

Over the course of three sessions on Zoom, 
Jewish historian David E. Kaufman will address 
why author Harry Golden called New York a “Jew-
ish city,” and why did he assert that it is “the great-
est” of all? 

Dr. Kaufman will be using 
three distinct themes: history, 
culture, and community for these 
presentations. For the first part of 
the series on Monday November 
29 at 7pm, he will contextualize the 
growth of New York’s Jewish popu-
lation within the larger frame of 
Jewish history. Part 2 (December 
13) will survey the extraordinary 
contributions made by New York 
Jews to 20th century American 
culture, and the 3rd part (to be 
held early in 2022), will examine 
the city’s incredibly diverse Jewish 
community, establishing New York 
as a ‘new Jerusalem.’

David E. Kaufman, the presenter for these 
3 sessions, was born and bred in Brooklyn, New 
York, and educated at the Bialik Hebrew Day 
School and the Yeshiva of Flatbush High School. 

He holds degrees from Columbia College, the 
Jewish Theological Seminary of America, and 
Brandeis University. A PhD in American Jewish 
History, he has taught at numerous colleges such 
as CUNY, Brown University, University of Massa-

chusetts/Amherst, Hebrew Union 
College/Los Angeles and Hofstra 
University. 

In addition to numerous ar-
ticles on the social, religious, and 
architectural history of the Ameri-
can synagogue, Dr. Kaufman has au-
thored two books: Shul with a Pool: 
The Synagogue-Center in American 
Jewish History (Brandeis, 1999) 
and Jewhooing the Sixties: Ameri-
can Celebrity and Jewish Identity 
(Brandeis, 2012). Kaufman current-
ly lives on the Upper West Side and 
is engaged in public education, 
researching, writing, and teaching 

the history of the New York Jewish community.
This program is presented by The Lower East 

Side Jewish Conservancy. For more information 
or to register, contact info@nycjewishtours.org, 
visit nycjewishtours.org or call 212-374-4100. 

New York, “The Greatest Jewish 
City in the World”

David E. Kaufman
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Latimer Signs Anti-Discriminatory Harassment Bill Fun, Family-Friendly Resources from PJ Library
This year, Hanukkah, the holiday of lights, runs 

from November 28 through December 6. PJ Library, 
long a leader in providing engaging ways for families 
to connect with Jewish life, offers a wealth of free 
resources including kid-friendly Hanukkah stories, 
printable recipes and activity ideas, book lists, as well 
as two new story-based podcasts that help kids learn 
more about the traditions behind the festival of lights.

PJ Library is a program of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation which delivers more than 680,000 free 
Jewish storybooks to kids around the world each 
month. Jewish families of all backgrounds, includ-
ing interfaith households, and at all levels of Jewish 
knowledge and observance may sign up every child 
in their home for a free subscription to receive a new, 
age-specific book each month. What could be a better 
Hanukkah gift than to receive a delightful, beautifully 
illustrated book arriving in the mailbox each month? 
PJ Library’s team of experts and educators curate the 
book list to provide the very best children’s stories that 
celebrate Jewish values, traditions, and culture to en-
gage all Jewish families.

Beyond the books, PJ Library’s experts have up-
dated their Hanukkah Hub, which offers child-friend-
ly versions of the Hanukkah story along with myriad 
craft ideas, delicious holiday recipes, and printables. 
For example, check out these 10 Easy (and Kid-Ap-
proved) Hanukkah Recipes, The Ultimate List of Books 
about Hanukkah or The Easy Hanukkah Guide: Reci-
pes, Gifts and Activities For Each Night

New for 2021 are the two new PJ Library Presents 
podcasts for kids: “Afternoons with Mimi” and “Be-
yond the Bookcase.” The November episodes will be 
perfect Hanukkah listening (on your favorite podcast 
platform): Grandma Mimi prepares a delicious plate of 

sufganiyot and tells her grandchild the story of Judah 
Maccabee. Then, on “Beyond the Bookcase,” follow 
Miri and Micah as they are transported back to Mashal 
to help Jack Be Nimble find the courage to jump over 
a hanukkiyah full of candles. When they launched, the 
two new story-based audio series climbed to the top 10 
of Apple’s podcasts for kids.

Long a valuable resource for interfaith families, 
PJ Library also offers guidance this year, including 
their list of Hanukkah Books for Interfaith Families. 
They are co-presenting two webinars with 18Doors, an 
organization dedicated to empowering interfaith fami-
lies and individuals to engage in Jewish life and make 
educated Jewish choices. For those balancing both big 
end-of-year holidays, these webinars will be engaging 
and informative: What to Do in December: A Live Q&A 
for Grandparents Balancing Hanukkah & Christmas 
and What to Do in December: A Live Q&A for Parents 
Balancing Hanukkah & Christmas.

For more Hanukkah gift ideas, PJ Library has 
set up shop at amazon.com/pjlibrary where families 
can find colorful aprons for cooking and crafting and 
books from the PJ Library imprint, PJ Publishing, in-
cluding recent additions Havdalah Sky and Laila Tov, 
Moon.

 The PJ Library is a free program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. PJ Library sends engaging sto-
rybooks and activities that provide fun and easy ways 
for families to connect with Jewish life. PJ Library’s 
high-quality books have become everyday favorites 
of kids from birth through age 12, whether the stories 
serve as first introductions to Jewish values and cul-
ture or inspire families to create new Jewish traditions 
at home. More than 680,000 books are delivered to 
families worldwide each month. To find out more, visit 
pjlibrary.org.

When County Executive 
George Latimer first took office 
in 2018, he made it a priority to 
strengthen and revitalize the West-
chester County Human Rights 
Commission in an effort to combat 
discrimination and harassment 
incidents throughout the County. 
On October 8, Latimer  fulfilled  
his promise by signing into law 
the Anti-Discriminatory Harass-
ment Bill, legislation that expands 
the type of harassment that can be 
prosecuted under the law.

Latimer said, “When I sign this bill into law, we do 
away with any further reference to ‘other’ and ensure 
that there is only a ‘we’ in our County. Westchester is 
very diverse, and we should all embrace any differ-
ences that exist between us. Today, I stand together 
with each and every one of you, solidifying our mes-
sage that harassment and discrimination must end in 
Westchester County.”     

Under the current Westchester County Human 
Rights Law, it is unlawful to discriminate in relation 
to employment, public accommodations, housing ac-
commodation, commercial space and land transac-
tions, and the issuing of credit – but what the Human 
Rights Law does not currently protect against is dis-
criminatory harassment outside of these specific ac-
tions.

The change initiated by Latimer makes it an un-
lawful discriminatory practice for a person to by “force 
or threat of force, knowingly injure, intimidate or in-
terfere with, or threaten any other person in the free 
exercise or enjoyment of any right or privilege secured 
to such other person by the constitution or laws of the 

United States, the constitution or 
laws of this state, or by local law, or by 
this chapter.”

With the new law in place, 
individuals are prohibited from 
interfering with a person’s right to 
the enjoyment of their home or resi-
dence, or to utilize and enjoy public 
transportation free from threats, 
intimidation, harassment, coercion 
or violence because of the person’s 
actual or perceived membership in a 
protected class.

Executive Director of the Hu-
man Rights Commission Tejash Sanchala said, “This 
new law is a timely and proactive approach to combat-
ting discrimination in venues that are not otherwise 
covered by the County’s Human Rights Law.  With 
this expansion of the Commission’s jurisdiction, the 
County’s Human Rights Law is a leader in affording 
anti-discriminatory protections to residents and visi-
tors in Westchester.”

Chair of the African American Advisory Board 
Barbara Edwards said, “Westchester County has the 
proud distinction of having a progressive statesman in 
County Executive George Latimer, who is committed to 
fostering a policy that prohibits discrimination and ha-
rassment, and encourages appropriate conduct among 
all citizens. The law that he will sign reflects the require-
ments of federal, state and local policy, which governs 
the prevention of discrimination and harassment.” 

President of the Westchester Jewish Council 
William H. Schrag added,  “It’s gratifying to know that 
hate not only has no home in Westchester, but that any 
attempt to change that will not be tolerated in West-
chester.”



Place YourThanksgiving Orders 
Early!

View Unique Menorahs at the Jewish Museum
Celebrate Hanukkah with the Jewish Museum! 

Highlights include an exhibition of the Museum’s re-
nowned collection of Hanukkah lamps; special family 
programs, including an in-person Hanukkah hunt; and 
unique menorahs, dreidels, and gift items available for 
sale in the Jewish Museum Shop. Hanukkah begins on 
the evening of Sunday, November 28, and runs through 
Monday, December 6. 

The Jewish Museum’s collection of Hanukkah 
lamps is the largest in the world at nearly 1,050 pieces. 
Visitors can explore the lamps in their collection online, 
or in person in the exhibition Accumulations: Hanuk-
kah Lamps, featuring over 80 Hanukkah lamps from 
North America, Europe, Asia, and Africa, ranging in date 
from the Renaissance to the present.  

Listen to audio on select Menorahs currently on 
view including artist Kehinde Wiley talking about a por-
table Hanukkah lamp and historian Jenna Weissman 
Joselit discussing a lamp made of 8 small lead chairs. 
Watch an ASL interpretation of the Hanukkah story by 
poet Douglas Ridloff. Visit Tours.TheJewishMuseum.
org for more. Audio Tours sponsored by Bloomberg Phi-
lanthropies. 

On Sunday, December 5 from 10:30 am to 3 pm ET, 
an in-person drop-in program will explore striking Ha-
nukkah menorahs from around the world at the Jewish 
Museum. Embark on a playful hunt, draw your discover-
ies in a sketchbook, experiment with whimsical shapes, 
touch replicas of artifacts, and chat with Jewish Mu-
seum Educators about what you encounter in this spe-
cial opportunity to see treasured works of art in person 
during the holiday. For ages 4 & Up. Free with Museum 
Admission; children 18 & under are free. Advance timed 
tickets required. 

On Friday, November 26, 10 am ET, there will be a 
free YouTube Concert Premiere.

Jump to the roots-reggae-pop tunes of Josh & The 
Jamtones with sounds that bring the whole family to 
their feet. Hear reimagined classics such as “Oh Hanuk-
kah,” songs with a modern twist including “Hanukkah 

Time,” and “Let Your Lite Shine Brite” to get into the 
spirit of the holiday. RSVP by November 23rd to receive 
a direct link through email at the time of the premiere. 

Visit the Jewish Museum’s  Hanukkah YouTube 
playlist for previous concerts and art workshop videos 
related to the holiday.

A fantastical animal Menorah by Inna Olshanshy 
is offered. The Jewish Museum Shop is the ultimate 
destination for Hanukkah, with a range of menorahs, 
dreidels, gifts, and more to help celebrate the holiday. 

On view at the Jewish Museum during Hanukkah 
are the exhibitions Afterlives: Recovering the Lost Stories of 
Looted Art (on view through January 9, 2022); The Hare with 
Amber Eyes (on view from November 19, 2022 through May 
15, 2022); and Scenes from the Collection (ongoing).

Located on New York City’s famed Museum Mile, 
the Jewish Museum is a distinctive hub for art and Jew-
ish culture for people of all backgrounds. The Museum 
offers diverse exhibitions and programs, and maintains 
a unique collection of nearly 30,000 works of art, cer-
emonial objects, and media reflecting the global Jewish 
experience over more than 4,000 years. The public may 
call 212.423.3200 or visit TheJewishMuseum.org for 
more information.  

 Installation view of Accumulations: Hanukkah Lamps
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Guitar Virtuoso to Release New Holiday Album
As the nights get longer and days get brisker, the 

feeling of the holidays descends upon us… and with all 
holidays come the traditions, reflections, smells, sights 
and sounds that uplift the season, help us greet the fa-
miliar time of year.

This year, musician Jeremiah Lockwood presents 
a Chanukah record that is sure to become a standard 
in holiday’s lexicon. The Great Miracle: Jeremiah Lock-

wood’s Guitar Soli Chanukah Record is a beautiful solo 
guitar tribute to the holiday. With heartfelt appreciation 
of the 1968 classic The New Possibility: John Fahey’s Gui-
tar Soli Christmas Record, Lockwood has sweetly crafted 
eight songs, one for each night of Chanukah, to celebrate 
the dancing candlelight  with his new, blues-inspired 
takes on the most beloved melodies of the holiday’s can-
non. From the prayers for lighting the candles, to the kids’ 

Jeremiah Lockwood

Happy Hanukkah!
May the lights of Hanukkah usher in  
a better world for all humankind. 
Wishing you and your family a Happy Hanukkah! 
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songs that are sung around the burn-
ing menorah, Lockwood paints the 
light through the darkness with his 
instrumental creations.

Lockwood’s career has fol-
lowed a unique path, with deep mu-
sical inspiration coming from two 
mentors. His grandfather Cantor 
Jacob Konigsberg infused in him the 
melodies of the Jewish liturgy, with 
Lockwood performing in his choir. 
Lockwood credits his career as a guitarist to a decade-
long apprenticeship with the legendary blues musician 
Carolina Slim, a.k.a. Elijah Staley, who passed down to 
Lockwood the Piedmont blues tradition of Brownie Mc-
Ghee and Buddy Moss. Jeremiah Lockwood is a scholar 
and a storyteller; a singer, guitarist and composer with 
an expansive knowledge of musical traditions and tech-
niques that stretch from the Piedmont blues to the can-
torial synagogues of his youth. His work engages with is-
sues arising from peering into the archive and imagining 

the power of “lost” forms of expres-
sion to articulate keenly felt needs in 
the present. His music career began 
with over a decade of apprenticeship 
to Carolina Slim, playing in the sub-
ways of NYC and he also trained un-
der his grandfather Cantor Jacob Ko-
nigsberg. Lockwood’s band, the Sway 
Machinery, seeks inspiration from 
diverse realms of experience related 

to the cultural geography of NYC. Lockwood received 
his PhD from the Stanford University Graduate School 
of Education with a concentration in Jewish Studies. 

The album will be released on CD and digital by 
Reboot Records on Nov 22. It will be streaming on Spoti-
fy and other major music platforms. To buy a download 
visit rebooting.com/article/a-great-miracle/

Reboot is an arts and culture non-profit that rei-
magines and reinforces Jewish thought and traditions. 
To attend the release party on Nov. 30 at 7pm at Relix Stu-
dio, 116 E. 27th St., NYC, find out more at Rebooting.com.
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Legislation Prohibits Fire Districts, Volunteer Fire Departments, Police Departments, and 
School Districts from Selling or Displaying Symbols of Hate

On November 2, Governor Kathy Hochul 
signed legislation (S.4615-A/A.5402-A) amending 
general municipal law to prohibit any municipal 
corporation such as fire districts, volunteer fire 
departments, police departments and school dis-
tricts from selling or displaying symbols of hate.

“The recent and disgusting rise in racist, 
homophobic, and hateful behavior will never be 
tolerated in New York,” Governor Hochul said. 
“Symbols of hate have no use other than to spread 
ignorance and incite violence. As New Yorkers, we 
must remain united and actively fight to eradicate 
these attitudes, and this legislation bolsters those 
efforts. There is no reason for a symbol of hate 
to ever be on display, let alone by a police or fire 
department charged with protecting their com-
munity. With this law now signed, we aren’t only 
doing away with this deplorable behavior, but also 
ensuring that every New Yorker, no matter their 
background or identity, feels welcome in their 
community.

This legislation was introduced following 
a pair of incidents on Long Island last year - one 
where a Confederate flag was displayed on a fire-
truck during a parade, and two, when it was dis-
covered that a fire department in Nassau County 
had a Confederate flag on display in their window. 
The law is patterned off and extends similar legis-
lation signed in 2020 that banned displaying sym-
bols of hate or any similar image on state property. 
The term ‘symbols’ includes, but is not limited to, 

symbols of White supremacy, neo-Nazi ideology, 
or the Confederate battle flag.

Senator Anna Kaplan said, “With hate on the 
rise around the world and in our own community, 
it’s more urgent than ever that we take action to 
eradicate it wherever we find it. You would think it 

was common sense that taxpayer-owned property 
couldn’t be used as a platform for hate, but shock-
ingly there was no law on the books saying so--un-
til now. Public property belongs to all of us, and 
this measure is critical to ensure that our public 
property isn’t being used to promote hatred. I’m 
grateful to Governor Kathy Hochul for signing this 
measure into law and for her leadership to ensure 
that hate has no place in our State. I’m also thank-
ful for my partnership with Assemblymember Mi-
chaelle Solages on this measure and others to our 
community safe from hatred.”

Assemblymember Michaelle C. Solages said, 
“In this time of high polarization, publicly owned 
entities must maintain their neutrality and en-
sure their workplaces are apolitical settings for 
municipal workers and taxpayers alike. Our state 
is home to one of the most diverse populations in 
the world, and no New Yorker should have to in-
terface with symbols of hate when engaging with 
their local governmental agencies. I am proud to 
work together with Senator Anna Kaplan on this 
good-government measure, and I am grateful to 
Governor Hochul for signing our bill into law.”

 

Governor Kathy Hochul

life, using her terminal illness to teach others how 
to die well. She passed away on August 31, 2018.

American born, Jerusalem based, documen-
tary filmmaker Paula Weiman-Kelman was a close 
friend of Rabbi Cowan. She has produced and di-
rected dozens of films which have been screened 
in Jewish Film Festivals throughout the world.  

The event is being held in-person on Thurs-
day, December 2nd starting at 6:45 PM, and 
seating is limited. Tickets are $10 and more in-
formation, visit https://mjhnyc.org/events/the-
light-and-legacy-of-rachel-cowan/.

All in-person events this season will be 
livestreamed and available virtually for audiences 
around the world. For information about health 
and safety requirements due to COVID-19, visit 
https://mjhnyc.org/visitor-information/. And for 

more information and a full calendar of events, 
visit the Museum’s events page at https://mjhnyc.
org/current-events/.

The Museum of Jewish Heritage maintains 
a collection of almost 40,000 artifacts, photo-
graphs, documentary films, and survivor testimo-
nies and contains classrooms, a 375-seat theater 
(Edmond J. Safra Hall), special exhibition galler-
ies, a resource center for educators, and a memo-
rial art installation, Garden of Stones, designed 
by internationally acclaimed sculptor Andy Gold-
sworthy. The Museum is the home of National Yid-
dish Theatre Folksbiene.

The Museum receives general operating sup-
port from the New York City Department of Cultur-
al Affairs and New York State Council on the Arts. 

For more information, visit mjhnyc.org.

Celebrating the Life of Activist and Community Organizer 
Rabbi Rachel Cowan
continued from page 2

16th Annual Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards
The Helen Diller Family Foundation 

announced that it is now accepting nomi-
nations and applications for the 2022 
season of the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam 
Awards. Awarding up to five teens from 
California and 10 from across the nation, 
the Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards rec-
ognize extraordinary Jewish teens annu-
ally with $36,000 each for their leadership 
and impact in repairing the world.

At dillerteenawards.org, teens may 
apply directly for the 2022 awards, or indi-
viduals may nominate a teen. Eligible ap-
plicants must be United States residents, 
between 13 and 19 years of age at the time of the appli-
cation deadline and self-identify as Jewish. Applications 
and nominations are due January 7, 2022, with finalists 
announced in April and awardees announced in June. 
Applicants will be notified of their status.

The Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards were the vi-
sion of Bay Area philanthropist Helen Diller, who sought 
to recognize the next generation of socially committed 
leaders whose dedication to volunteerism exemplifies 
the spirit of tikkun olam, a Jewish value meaning “to 
repair the world.” Since 2007, the Helen Diller Family 
Foundation has awarded more than $5.5 million to 159 
teens in recognition of their vision, innovation, and lead-
ership. Each year, 15 more role models are recognized 
as a part of Helen’s living legacy. The Diller Teen Tikkun 
Olam Awards is one of many projects funded by the Hel-
en Diller Family Foundation, a supporting foundation of 
the San Francisco-based Jewish Community Federation 

of San Francisco, the Peninsula, Marin, 
and Sonoma Counties.

In August, the 2021 Diller Teen Tik-
kun Olam Awardees were recognized for 
extraordinary leadership related to many 
initiatives, including supporting commu-
nities during the COVID-19 pandemic—
whether it was providing essential safety 
net support like grocery delivery and medi-
cation for seniors and immunocompro-
mised individuals, addressing gaps in edu-
cational achievement because of distance 
learning, or tackling the lack of PPE for first 

responders, like Jerry Orens from Mamaroneck. 
Other awardees made strides to address literacy 

gaps, education inequity, mental health needs, and 
more. Awardees hailed from around the country, in-
cluding Chicago, the Los Angeles area, Lexington, KY, 
New York City and surrounding Westchester and New 
Jersey, Santa Barbara, South Florida, and Tampa Bay. 
Their achievements were recognized recently in outlets 
such as Time magazine, CNN, and The New York Times.

The 2022 Diller Teen Tikkun Olam Awards re-
cipients will be selected by committees of community 
leaders and educators located in cities across the coun-
try. Candidates will complete detailed applications 
describing their project’s issue area, goals, inspirations, 
and challenges, fundraising tactics, and measurable 
impacts. For more information on the 2022 application/
nomination process and criteria, or to read bios of past 
recipients, visit dillerteenawards.org or follow Diller 
Teen Awards on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.

Jerry Orens
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New York State and Con Edison are working together to make energy  
improvements  more affordable. Take advantage of increased incentives, 
including the opportunity  to get 100% of your upfront costs covered or  
low-interest rates, so that you can save  money and create a healthier,  
better place to save your energy.

Claim your incentives at SaveEnergy.ny.gov.
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ReportCampusHate.org Enables College Students to 
Report and Address Antisemitism on Campus

Hillel International, ADL 
(the Anti-Defamation League) 
and the Secure Community Net-
work are launching ReportCam-
pusHate.org, an online portal 
that allows Jewish students and 
their allies to report antisemitic 
incidents on college campuses 
and receive immediate support. 
Through the website, the three 
organizations will ensure that 
Jewish students are supported 
and empowered to appropriately 
address the growing antisemi-
tism on college campuses. The 
portal will also ensure proper 
tracking and reporting of antise-
mitic trends.

Jewish college students often say they are 
unsure where and how to report antisemitic inci-
dents on campus, and they fear being targeted or 
isolated by reporting bias incidents and/or hate 
crimes. A recent poll found 74 percent of Jewish 
college students who personally experienced an 
act of antisemitism did not report the incident 
and only three percent said they reported it to 
local or campus police. In addition, 41 percent of 
students said they did not know how to report an 
incident if it were to occur.

“It is essential that Jewish college students 
and their peers have access to tools and resources 

to address antisemitism and hate on campus so 
they can live and study in safe and welcoming en-
vironments,” said Adam Lehman, President and 
CEO of Hillel International. “ReportCampusHate.
org will empower students to report antisemitic 
incidents, knowing they will get the support they 
need and the response they deserve. Through this 
tool, Hillels will also be better equipped to address 
antisemitism with campus administrators and 
improve the campus climate.”

All incidents reported through ReportCam-
pusHate.org will be reviewed by a trained profes-

continued on page 12

New Book Investigates Anti-Zionist 
Conspiracy Theories in Academia

In a world of fake news and 
hype, what distinguishes theories 
from conspiracy theories? Do cer-
tain issues and rhetoric, such as anti-
Zionism, receive a protected platform 
on university campuses around the 
United States? Is there an anti-Jewish 
bias in academia, and if so, does that 
create problems in other areas of so-
ciety? Is there a universal standard 
by which theories and ideologies can 
be examined in the quest for truth? 
In his timely and powerful new book, 
Conspiracy U: A Case Study, author 
Scott Shay gives an in-depth analysis 
demonstrating that both his alma ma-
ter and academia in general have sacrificed academic 
integrity and trustworthy scholarship in favor of con-
spiracy theories.

“To say something is a conspiracy theory should 
not be some general rhetorical charge,” explains 
Shay. “Rather, conspiracy theories have definable 
parameters. They claim to be explanations of politi-
cal or social phenomena that are the result of a covert 
conspiracy by powerful and secret actors.”

While writing a tribute to his father, a survivor 
of the Holocaust who educated him on the impor-
tance of faith and Jewish values, Shay was disturbed 
and dismayed to discover the presence of far-right 
and far-left anti-Zionist professors on the faculty of 

his alma mater, Northwestern Univer-
sity. As a student of Jewish thought, 
history, and current events, who has 
written extensively on contempo-
rary Jewish issues, he was compelled 
to take a deep dive into the world of 
anti-Zionist conspiracy theories and 
academia.

“I learned that Northwestern 
University, my beloved alma mater 
and a jewel of American academia, 
has enabled some of its professors to 
openly promote conspiracy theories,” 
says Shay. “Sadly, many academics can 
no longer even identify conspiracy 
theories. Professorial proponents in-

sist that far from being conspiracy theorists, they are 
brave truth tellers.”

These two faculty members become a specific 
case study by which Shay examines the more general 
proliferation of anti-Zionist conspiracy theories. He 
precisely defines the differences between theories 
and conspiracy theories and shows how the views 
of Zionism held by these scholars fall into the lat-
ter category. He provides an overview of the politi-
cal and historical lineage of anti-Zionist conspiracy 
theories, demonstrates how they are connected to 
currently popular academic theories such as decolo-
nialism, and takes note of the central role they hold 

continued on page 13
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Cyclists Raise Nearly $2 Million for Israel’s ALYN Hospital

In support of ALYN Hospital, Israel’s only pe-
diatric and adolescent rehabilitation center, more 
than 70 cyclists gathered on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland for the Wheels of Love charity bike ride 
from Oct. 24 – 26. Riders who participated in the 
multi-day ride cycled over 130 miles each through-
out the three-day period on a carefully curated 
route through the scenic backroads of Cambridge, 
including the Blackwater National Wildlife Ref-
uge.

Several supporters of ALYN who were not 
able to commit for all three days joined the Wheels 
of Love ride for one day each, contributing to an 
event that held deep meaning for many involved.

Participating local riders in the Maryland 
bike ride included Stu Seltzer of Mamaroneck 
and Nate Eisler and his two daughters, Lauren and 
Jennifer from Scarsdale.

While many supporters attended the event 
in Maryland, some ALYN supporters rode on Long 
Island in tribute and memory of a dear friend. 
The fundraising team “Friends of Kevin” consists 
of riders who knew long-time board member and 
ALYN supporter Kevin Leifer, who lost a battle 
with cancer two years ago. Kevin dedicated him-
self to ALYN’s cause, and his friends and family 
continue to honor his memory by supporting the 
hospital.

“Kevin was truly a special person,” remem-
bered Sandy 
Nissel-Horowitz, 
a member of his 
fundraising team. 
“Everyone who 
knew him knows 
just how much 
he loved and sup-
ported ALYN and 
their mission.” 
The team of over 
15 dedicated 
fundraisers has 
raised more than 
$40,000 for ALYN 
with this event 
alone, eclipsing 
their $20,000 
goal. The group 
has pledged to 

ride every year in 
Kevin’s honor—no 
matter where they 
may be.

A m e r i c a n 
Friends of ALYN 
Hospital Executive 
Director Maayan 
Aviv said, “ALYN’s 
supporters care 
deeply about the 
hospital, and I am 
deeply touched 
and honored that 
so many people 
have chosen to 
ride in memory of 
their loved ones.”

Wheels of Love is the largest fundraiser for 
ALYN hospital and has been a tradition in Israel 
for 22 years. This was the first year the multi-day 
ride also occurred in the U.S.

To date, the ride has raised almost $2 million, 
and the fundraising efforts of the riders will con-
tinue into December. All funds raised go directly 
towards the hospital, helping to provide ALYN’s 
patients with innovative and attentive care.

Aviv added, “I’m so thankful for all the riders 
and board members who joined us in Maryland. 
What we are doing here makes a huge difference 
for children with disabilities in Israel and world-
wide. The children of ALYN are so grateful for ev-
eryone’s support.”

Since 1932, American Friends of ALYN Hos-
pital has supported ALYN Hospital in Israel, 
which helps children with diverse disabilities by 
providing tools that increase their independence 
and mobility. The nonprofit organization focuses 
on increasing awareness of ALYN’s life-changing 
work and raising funds to support it. Learn more 
about ALYN Hospital, upcoming events and giving 
opportunities online at alynus.org.  

Established in 1931, ALYN Hospital is Israel’s 
only pediatric rehabilitation facility providing in-
novative care and individualized treatments for chil-
dren with a wide range of congenital and acquired 
conditions, including cerebral palsy, neuromuscu-
lar diseases, spinal cord injuries, brain injuries and 
burns. Learn more at https://www.alyn.org.

 

Stu Seltzer Blowing Shofar at Bike ride

Nate Eisler

Lauren Eisler

Hidden Veggie Latkes for Hanukkah
CREDIT:  PJ LIBRARY- VISIT HTTPS://PJLIBRARY.ORG/HANUKKAH FOR MORE FREE, CREATIVE RECIPES

Ingredients:
• 1 large russet potato, peeled
• 1 large zucchini, peeled
• ½ head of cauliflower
• ½ yellow onion
• 1 clove of garlic, finely minced
• ½ cup all-purpose flour
• 1 tablespoon baking powder
• 2 large eggs
• 1 teaspoon kosher salt
• ½ teaspoon pepper
• Vegetable oil for frying

Preparation:
• Grate together potato, zucchini, cauliflower, and onion. Use a food processor to make this 

step faster.
• Wrap the vegetable mixture in a cheesecloth or a lightweight kitchen towel and squeeze out 

as much liquid as possible.
• In a large bowl, combine vegetables with garlic, flour, baking powder, eggs, salt, and pepper.
• In a frying pan heat ½ inch of oil on medium-high. Carefully drop a heaping tablespoon of 

latke mixture into oil.
• Fry for roughly 2 minutes, then flip and fry the other side.
• Transfer each latke to a paper towel-lined platter.
• Serve while warm.

FIDF Gala Supports Israeli Soldiers

Some 250 community leaders gathered Sun-
day, October 24, at the Hyatt Regency Greenwich 
for the 2021 Friends of the Israel Defense Forces 
(FIDF) Westchester and Connecticut Chapter An-
nual Gala, themed “ONE”, to honor the soldiers of 
the Israel Defense Forces (IDF).

The program featured Lt. Col. Y, Israeli Air Force 
veteran and his son Corp. J. from the Iron Dome Unit, 
a veteran of Operation Guardian of the Walls. Among 
the other guests was Sgt. Ayala, a young soldier who 
grew up as an at-risk youth in a troubled environment 
and eventually got the opportunity to attend the IDF 
Michve Alon Educational program – a program she 
says, turned her life around.

Other distinguished guests included FIDF 
CEO Steven Weil; FIDF National Director Major 

General (Res.) Nadav Padan; and FIDF National 
Chairman Peter Weintraub of Scarsdale. 

FIDF was established in 1981 by a group of 
Holocaust survivors as a 501(C) (3) not-for-profit 
organization with the mission of offering educa-
tional, cultural, recreational, and social programs 
and facilities that provide hope, purpose, and life-
changing support for the soldiers who protect Is-
rael and Jews worldwide. Today, FIDF has 24 chap-
ters throughout the United States. FIDF proudly 
supports IDF soldiers, families of fallen soldiers, 
and wounded veterans through a variety of inno-
vative programs that reinforce the vital bond be-
tween the communities in the United States and 
the soldiers of the IDF. For more information visit: 
www.fidf.org

(From L to R) Gary and Diane Katz, Peter and Ellen Weintraub, Major General Nadav Padan, Anat Chavkin, Mark and Vered 
Links. Photo credit: HappyHaHa Studios, courtesy of FIDF.
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Westchester Jewish 
Community Services

Strengthening Lives. Shaping Futures.

YYOOUUTTHH  MMEENNTTAALL  HHEEAALLTTHH  FFIIRRSSTT  AAIIDD  TTRRAAIINNIINNGGSS  
Are you a teacher, parent, first-responder, 

counselor, or case worker?

WWJJCCSS  ooffffeerrss  aa  nnaattiioonnaallllyy  
rreeccooggnniizzeedd  cceerrttiiffiiccaattee  ccoouurrssee  

ttoo  eeqquuiipp  aadduullttss  ttoo  hheellpp  
yyoouutthh  eexxppeerriieenncciinngg  aa  
mmeennttaall  hheeaalltthh  ccrriissiiss..

FFoorr  ddeettaaiillss,,  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  PPaauullaa  SSaannttaa  DDoonnaattoo::  
ppssaannttaaddoonnaattoo@@wwjjccss..ccoomm

www.wjcs.com

Immigrant Rights Through a Jewish Lens
On Sunday, December 5, 2021, at 7:30 pm, West-

chester Jewish Coalition for Immigration (WJCI) 
will host a countywide zoom conversation about 
immigration focusing on Jewish tradition, values, 
and solidarity as powerful forces bringing the com-
munity together with others to work for the freedom 
of refugees. The event will also include a Chanukah 
candle-lighting to celebrate the last night of the holi-
day and music from a local Klezmer singer Jay Elliott 
to celebrate Jewish culture.

Jewish tradition places great importance on 
the humane treatment of immigrants. WJCI’s guid-
ing principles are to welcome the stranger and pro-
tect refugees and asylum seekers. Immigrant Rights 
Through a Jewish Lens invites Westchester com-
munity members and leaders to an educational and 
compelling dialogue between local and national lead-
ers who are at the forefront of immigrant rights and 

advocacy. Panelists will discuss the 
Afghan refugees and the Afghan 
Adjustment Act, Haitian and other 
refugees at the border, the pathway 
to citizenship, Fund for Excluded 
Workers, the Remain in Mexico and 
Title 42 policies, global racial and 
gender equality, and more.

Leading the discussion will be 
trailblazers and activists Rabbi Mar-
go Hughes-Robinson, NY Rabbinic 
Organizer from T’ruah, the Rabbin-
ic Call for Human Rights; Rebecca 
Kirzner, Director of Campaigns 
from HIAS, a Jewish American non-
profit organization that provides humanitarian aid 
and assistance to refugees; Noelle Damico, Director 
of Social Justice from The Workers Circle, an Ameri-

can Jewish nonprofit organization 
that promotes social and economic 
justice, Jewish community and edu-
cation, including Yiddish studies, 
and Ashkenazic culture; Vanessa 
Agudelo from New York Coalition 
for Immigration (NYIC), Hudson 
Valley manager of member engage-
ment, and Rabbi Les Bronstein, 
senior Rabbi from Bet Am Shalom 
Synagogue in White Plains.

The program “Immigrant 
Rights Through a Jewish Lens” will 

present expert advice from the five leaders 
about the values guiding action needed to 

achieve and implement stronger federal and state/
local level policies to protect immigrants. The final 
part of the program will focus on shared actions and 
plans to bring the community together on behalf of 
immigrants. Panelists and participants will spell out 
specific ways to get involved, both big and small.

The significance of the event, on the last night of 
Chanukah, a Jewish festival of freedom, Holly Rosen 
Fink, President of WJCI explains, “Recently, due to 
the crisis in Afghanistan, we have seen a surge in the 

level of interest from members of all of Westchester’s 
fifty-two synagogues and individuals. Our recent 
drive for Afghan refugees at Fort Dix-McGuire deliv-
ered 10,000 items and filled five trucks, which was 
beyond our expectations. We are living in a moment 
of history that we cannot ignore. We look forward to 
continuing to mobilize the Jewish community to be a 
strong, persistent, moral voice. We also look forward 
to coming together to achieve real change for immi-
grant rights, and invite groups from NYC, Rockland 
County, and other parts of our local Jewish commu-
nity to join us as we align our values and traditions to 
work on behalf of refugees.”

This event is also being sponsored by SCRIC, 
the Synagogue Coalition on the Refugee and Immi-
gration Crisis, which is made up of 29 synagogues 
and six nonprofit organizations in New York City 
and growing. SCRIC seeks to promote welcoming, 
humane responses to refugees seeking permanent 
entry and residence in the US and supports immi-
grants, both documented and undocumented, by 
providing direct services and advocacy.

All community members are welcome and can 
register at https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJYsf-
ygrDoqEt2cFkWIOuGs9aya2nxCR16p .

Rabbi Lester Bronstein

Reimagine What’s Possible: What “No Hate in Our 
States” Means for the Jewish Community

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, 
AJC WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD REGIONAL DIRECTOR

When I was 13, I awoke to “Merry Xmas” 
sprayed on our lawn with X’s in the shape of swas-
tikas. 

Earlier this year, during the Hamas-Israel 
conflict, “Hitler was right” was posted across so-
cial media some 17,000 times in one week. 

Three years ago, the murderous attack at 
Pittsburgh’s Tree of Life shocked Americans in the 
deadliest attack on Jews on American soil. 

The commonality between all three is the ha-
tred of Jews simply due to our religion. 

Three years ago, the support from every faith 
and background following the horrific Tree of Life 
attack was encouraging, with many attending syn-
agogue services and participating in AJC’s “Show 
Up For Shabbat” initiative. This demonstrated 
the solidarity the Jewish community provides the 
Muslim, Asian American Pacific Islander, Black, 
and Latino communities, to name a few fellow mi-
norities. 

At the time, the Jewish community felt sup-
port in acknowledging and addressing antisemi-
tism. There was an understanding that this hatred 
required all of society to stand together; that we 
are not alone.

And yet…
The FBI’s Hate Crimes Statistics Report 

shows that Jews are disproportionally the target 
of religiously-based hate crimes, with nearly 60% 
against Jews. 

And yet…
When Jews were physically attacked in the 

streets this Spring, from New York to Los Angeles, 
we heard a deafening silence. 

And yet…
The Jewish community is proudly diverse 

and engaged in our communities. We are multi-

generational Americans and recent immigrants. 
We are Latino, Black, Asian, Persian, straight and 
LGBTQ+. We are America. 

Indeed, Jews have lived in Westchester since 
colonial times.

And yet…
As Jews, we often feel alone. 
That might explain why 90% of American 

Jews believe antisemitism is a problem in the 
United States, with 82% saying it has increased 
over the past five years, according to the just-re-
leased 2021 American Jewish Committee State of 
Antisemitism in America Report. (Read it at ajc.
org) 

Indeed, 39% of Jewish adults – 48% between 
the ages of 18 and 35 – said they changed their be-
havior over the past 12 months for fear of their 
safety. This includes avoiding wearing items that 
outwardly identify them as Jewish, avoiding cer-
tain places, or posting social media identifying 
them as Jewish. 

In the United States. In 2021. 
Per AJC’s report, the general US population 

lags behind the Jewish community in recognizing 
the severity of antisemitism in America. Only 60% 
think antisemitism is a problem, and 44% think it 
has increased over the past five years.

Disturbingly, 34% of the general American 
population has never head the term “antisemi-
tism” or has heard it and does not know what it 
means. A year ago, 46% were equally unaware of 
the term, so this may indicate progress. But all of 
society should worry that only 66% of non-Jewish 
Americans say they know what antisemitism 
means.

There is much work to do. Certainly, officials 
and interfaith/intergroup partners denounce an-
tisemitism and work to ensure the Jewish com-
munity feels protected and included. 

It begins with education and dialogue and we 
are proud of our AJC Community of Conscience 
which does exactly that. 

To truly ensure “No Hate in Our States”, more 
needs to be done. Together. 

Myra Clark-Siegel is Regional Director, Ameri-
can Jewish Committee (AJC) Westchester/Fairfield. 
To learn more, please email: westchester@ajc.org.

UJA’s Annual Gift of Chanukah
Westchester Young Families invites you 

to share the spirit of giving through their an-
nual Chanukah volunteer program. They will 
brighten the holidays for local children and 
families in need together with UJA nonprofit 
partner Westchester Jewish Community Ser-
vices (WJCS).

Join for a gift drive and wrapping party in 
your community. Gift and gift card donations 
will be accepted November 4 - November 29 at 
the following locations: Bet Torah Synagogue, 
Mt. Kisco; Community Synagogue of Rye; Jew-

ish Community Center of Harrison; Young Is-
rael of Harrison; Young Israel of New Rochelle; 
Young Israel of Scarsdale.

Pop-up Wrapping Events will take place 
on Sunday, November 21, 2:30 - 4:30 pm at Bet 
Torah Synagogue; Community Synagogue of 
Rye; Young Israel of New Rochelle; Young Is-
rael of Scarsdale.

For questions or to register contact 
Chani Kovacs Zweiter at zweiterc@ujafedny.
org or 212.836.1118.
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Mazel Tov
JCC of Mid-Westchester Establishes the Karen Kolodny 
Center for Jewish Culture, Heritage and Diversity

The JCC of Mid-Westchester (JCCMW) on 
Thursday, October 21,  announced its establish-
ment of the Karen Kolodny Center for Jewish 
Culture, Heritage and Diversity, a fund dedi-
cated to bringing together through educational 
and culturally immersive experiences people 
of all backgrounds and faiths to experience the 
joys of Judaism. Named for JCCMW’s outgoing 
CEO Karen Kolodny and inspired by her pas-
sion for sharing the beauty, richness and plu-
rality of Judaism, the Center has raised more 
than $600,000 to date from JCCMW patrons 
and supporters.

JCCMW drew inspiration for the Center 
from Ms. Kolodny’s passion for the richness of 
Jewish tradition and customs beyond the syna-
gogue walls. It was further influenced by reali-
ties affecting the modern Jewish community, 
including the trend of interfaith marriage that 
is currently diminishing the rate at which Jews 
retain their traditional, religious connections 
to Judaism.

According to a study released in May 2021 
by the Pew Research Center, 42 percent of 
married U.S. Jews have non-Jewish spouses, a 
number that rises to 61 percent among those 
who have married since 2010 and further in-
creases to 72 percent when one excludes Ortho-
dox Jews, who marry other Jews at very high 
numbers. The study further shows that Jews 
in interfaith marriages are less likely to raise 
children who retain their Jewish identities into 
adulthood, and points to growing numbers of 
Jews who express their Jewishness in non-re-
ligious ways.

“As someone who embraces the beauty of 
Jewish tradition and cares deeply about the 
longevity of Judaism, I am honored that a Cen-
ter bearing my name will bring together those 
within and beyond the Jewish community, en-
gaging those interested in learning more about 

Judaism,” said Ms. Kolodny. 
The Karen Kolodny Center for Jewish Cul-

ture, Heritage and Diversity is in the process of 
hiring a senior, full-time professional respon-
sible for creating and delivering the Center’s 
culturally focused programming and initiating 
interfaith dialogues. JCCMW will also continue 
fundraising efforts for the foreseeable future. 

“JCCs nationwide have the opportunity to 
play a pivotal role helping connect those out-
side the Jewish faith as well as non-religious 
Jews with the cultural aspects of our beautiful 
Jewish heritage,” said Ellen Reinheimer, Presi-
dent of the Board of Directors of JCCMW. “We 
are proud to be leading an effort in mid-West-
chester that is focused on this specific need in 
our community and are thrilled to be simulta-
neously recognizing Karen for her numerous 
contributions to JCCMW.”

Ms. Kolodny has led JCCMW since 2013, 
helping transform it into a more established, 
financially sound, culturally relevant local in-
stitution during extremely challenging times. 
Notably, her tenure was marked by a signifi-
cant rise in antisemitic threats and a pandemic 
that threatened to shut its doors. Yet under her 
leadership, JCCMW enhanced its operations; 
expanded programs for patrons, notably adult 
programming and early childhood education; 
increased collaboration with other community, 
social service and Jewish agencies; and signifi-
cantly enhanced philanthropic support. 

The Jewish Community Center of mid-
Westchester is a multi-generational center in 
Westchester. They support the community 
by offering outstanding human services, edu-
cational, cultural and recreational programs 
within and beyond their walls. Their programs 
are grounded in  Jewish values and they wel-
come all. JCCMW enriches families, connects 
friends and strengthens community.

From left, Bob and Sheila Friedland, Barry Lovell and Ellen Reinheimer, Karen Kolodny and Hank Amon, Rachel and Harry 
Moseley and their dog, Hershey.

Purchase Resident Honored with National Award for 
Heroic Service Activity

Ellie Zimmerman, age 18, of Pur-
chase, has been named an honoree of 
the 2021 Gloria Barron Prize for Young 
Heroes. Each year, the Barron Prize cele-
brates 25 inspiring young leaders – fifteen 
top winners and ten honorees – who have 
made a significant positive impact on peo-
ple, their communities, and the environ-
ment. This year’s Barron Prize honorees 
are an outstanding group of young heroes 
chosen from more than 700 applicants 
across the U.S. and Canada.

Ellie created Interns 4-Good to con-
nect tech-savvy teens with nonprofits 
in need of their skills. In three years, she has matched 
more than 12,000 remote volunteer interns with nearly 
300 nonprofits to help with projects like website design, 
social media, and Photoshop. When the pandemic hit, 
Interns 4-Good was overwhelmed by homebound high 
schoolers looking to volunteer. Ellie put them to work 
helping families and teachers struggling with online 
learning. She organized hundreds of high schoolers as 
virtual tutors for underserved students. In New York 
City, she paired bilingual volunteers with overwhelmed 
parents to connect their children with online school. 

Other volunteers launched a technology hotline, 
created educational videos, and organized a virtual sum-
mer camp for 250 kids in need. Ellie hatched the idea for 

Interns 4-Good during the summer after 
her freshman year. She crafted a business 
plan, won $400 for it in a competition, and 
used the prize money to file for nonprofit 
status. Since then, she has built a Leader-
ship Team of twenty high schoolers from 
across the country. “This experience has 
sparked my passion for social change 
through entrepreneurship,” says Ellie. “It 
has also reminded me that doing some-
thing important is hard, but that the true 
measure of success lies in the decision to 
keep trying.” 

The Barron Prize was founded in 2001 by au-
thor T. A. Barron and named for his mother, Gloria Bar-
ron. Since then, the Prize has honored more than 500 
young people who reflect the great diversity of America. 
All of them demonstrate heroic qualities like courage, 
compassion, and perseverance as they work to help 
their communities or protect the planet.   

“Nothing is more inspiring than stories about 
heroic people who have truly made a difference to the 
world,” says T. A. Barron. “And we need our heroes to-
day more than ever. Not celebrities, but heroes – people 
whose character can inspire us all. That is the purpose 
of the Barron Prize: to shine the spotlight on these amaz-
ing young people so that their stories will inspire others.”

For more information, visit www.barronprize.org

Ellie Zimmerman

Dr. Ilana Ressler Spearheads 6th Annual Local Pies for 
Prevention Program with Proceeds to Benefit Sharsheret

For the sixth year in a row, 
local New Rochelle resident and 
board-certified Reproductive 
Endocrinologist from RMA of 
Connecticut, Dr. Ilana Ressler, 
spearheaded Pies for Preven-
tion, a charitable program to 
help promote ovarian cancer 
awareness. All proceeds from 
the sale of the pies benefit 
Sharsheret, the nonprofit or-
ganization that supports young 
women, men, and their families 
facing breast and ovarian can-
cer.

This year marks the 13th 
annual Sharsheret Thanksgiv-
ing Bake Sale, where pies are 
baked within the community 
right before Thanksgiving and 
then distributed to those who 
have purchased them just in 
time for the holidays. Pies for 
Prevention is a program started 
in 2008 by two sisters, Adeena Sussman and Sha-
ron Wieder, who lost both their mother and grand-
mother to ovarian cancer. To honor the memories 
of both women, the sisters decided to memorial-
ize their mother’s and grandmother’s love of bak-
ing while raising money for a great cause. 

Dr. Ressler, who oversees RMA of Connecti-
cut’s new Harrison office, launched the program 
in Westchester six years ago, after she was driven 

to get involved as she continued to meet women 
faced with breast and ovarian cancer through her 
job as a reproductive endocrinologist at RMA of 
Connecticut. 

“I’m honored to once again be involved in the 
Pies for Prevention program through Sharsheret, 
a wonderful non-profit organization that supports 
young women and their families with breast and 
ovarian cancer,” says Dr. Ilana Ressler. “We love 

Dr. Ilana Ressler with pies

continued on page 11
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mum of $150,000. In addition, individuals who 
have been the victims of hate crimes can receive 
direct services, such as counseling, civil legal as-
sistance, safety planning, advocacy, emergency 
shelter and transportation, from a network of 212 
victim assistance programs funded by the State 
Office of Victim Services.  

The $43 million in funding awarded and an-
nounced, is administered by the state Division 
of Homeland Security and Emergency Services. 
Nearly $30 million will support 608 projects under 
the Securing Communities Against Hate Crimes 
Program, and approximately $13 million will sup-
port 264 projects under the Securing Communi-
ties Against Hate Crimes Program for Nonpublic 
Schools and Day Camps Program. 

 Created in 2017, the Securing Communities 
Against Hate Crimes Grant Program provides 
funding to strengthen security measures and pre-
vent hate crimes against non-profit day care cen-
ters, community centers and cultural museums 
that may be vulnerable because of their ideology, 
beliefs, or mission. Since the program’s inception, 
more than 500 such projects have been supported 
by $25 million in state funding. 

 New Yorkers who are the victims of hate or 

bias incidents or who witness such incidents can 
use the new online form to report detailed infor-
mation about the incident to the New York State 
Hate Crimes Task Force. Submissions through the 
form are monitored by the New York State Police 
and the New York State Division of Human Rights, 
which may follow up to determine whether a 
crime or an act of discrimination in violation of 
the New York State Human Rights Law has oc-
curred. 

The updated form collects information about 
the location, time, and nature of the incident, as 
well as the suspected bias motivation. Individu-
als using the form also have the option to provide 
additional information, including photographs, 
videos, or documents relating to the incident. The 
old version of the Hate Crimes Task Force’s online 
reporting form did not collect a standardized set 
of data about each incident, and the new form will 
allow the Task Force to develop a more compre-
hensive picture of hate and bias incidents in New 
York State. 

The new form is accessible on mobile de-
vices and is available in English, as well as the 
ten languages covered by the recently expanded 
statewide language access policy: Arabic, Bengali, 

Chinese, Haitian Creole, Italian, Korean, Polish, 
Russian, Spanish, and Yiddish. 

 CEO of UJA-Federation of New York Eric 
S. Goldstein said, “UJA-Federation of New York 
actively works to help ensure the safety and se-
curity of thousands of Jewish institutions. But 
philanthropy alone cannot address the current 
challenge, and we are deeply grateful for New 
York State’s nonprofit security grant program. We 
thank Governor Hochul and the State for its $25 
million grant program announcement, which will 
significantly enhance the welfare and safety of all 
New Yorkers.”

  Scott Richman, Anti-Defamation League 
NY/NJ Regional Director, noted, “We were thrilled 
to be present for Governor Hochul’s appearance at 
the Museum of Jewish Heritage. The Governor’s 
announced increase in funding for nonprofit hate 
crime security and a hate crime reporting system 
are essential steps for New York State in ensuring 
it becomes #NoPlaceforHate. We look forward to 
working with Governor Hochul and other stake-
holders on security initiatives and addressing in-
cident reporting.”

Under New York State law, a person commits 
a hate crime when they commit a certain offense 

while selecting the victim because of a perception 
or belief about the victim’s race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, gender, religion, religious prac-
tice, age, disability, or sexual orientation, or when 
they commit certain crimes because of such per-
ceptions or beliefs. Hate crimes can be commit-
ted against individuals, groups of individuals, and 
public or private property. 

The New York State Human Rights Law - the 
oldest state anti-discrimination law in the coun-
try - prohibits discrimination in employment, 
housing, public accommodations, credit, and 
other jurisdictions, based on age, race, national 
origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity or 
expression, marital status, disability, military sta-
tus, lawful source of income, and other specified 
classes. The Human Rights Law is enforced by the 
New York State Division of Human Rights. 

The hotline, 1-877-NO-HATE-NY, is also 
available so New Yorkers can call to report a hate 
crime or if they have knowledge of a potential 
bias attack. To report other issues of bias or dis-
crimination, visit the New York State Division of 
Human Rights website or call 1-888-392-3644, or 
text HATE to 81336. If you fear for your safety or 
the safety of others, call 911 immediately. 

Governor Announces $25 Million Available to Strengthen Security at Non-Profit Organizations
continued from page 1

baking our delicious homemade pies while creat-
ing awareness for a good cause.

 Dr. Ilana Ressler is a Reproductive Endocri-
nologist, board-certified in both Obstetrics and 
Gynecology and in Reproductive Endocrinology 
and Infertility. Dr. Ressler serves as Medical Advi-
sor for Yesh Tikva, which was established to create 
a Jewish community of support for those experi-
encing infertility. She also launched the Pies for 
Prevention program in her Westchester commu-
nity to benefit Sharsheret, the nonprofit organiza-

tion supporting Jewish women and families fac-
ing breast and ovarian cancer. 

Sharsheret is a national non-profit organiza-
tion, improving the lives of Jewish women and fami-
lies living with or at increased genetic risk for breast 
or ovarian cancer. Through personalized support, 
Sharsheret saves lives through educational out-
reach. While their expertise is in young women and 
Jewish families as related to breast cancer and ovar-
ian cancer, Sharsheret programs serve all women 
and men. Visit sharsheret.org to learn more. 

Dr. Ilana Ressler Spearheads 6th Annual Local Pies for Prevention 
Program with Proceeds to Benefit Sharsheret
continued from page 10

Rachel Greenspan Joins Holocaust & Human 
Rights Education Center Board of Directors

The Holocaust & Human Rights 
Education Center (HHREC) of White 
Plains, has announced that Rachel 
Greenspan has joined their Board of 
Directors. Greenspan is Senior Di-
rector at GHP Office Realty, where 
she focuses on Sales, Acquisitions 
and Financing of GHP’s commercial 
portfolio throughout the greater 
Westchester area. Since her start at 
the company two years ago, she has 
been involved in closing transactions 
totaling over $140 million. Addition-
ally, she works closely with GHP As-
set Management on Major Capital 
Improvement projects across their 
properties. She is a registered New 
York State licensed real estate salesperson. Prior to 
her real estate career, Greenspan spent more than 
five years in the fragrance industry as an Account 
Manager helping major companies develop their new 
product launches in the home & personal care cat-
egories. She has been recognized by The Fragrance 
Foundation as a Notable: a game changer and an up-
and-coming talent in the industry.

“I am honored to be working with Holocaust 
& Human Rights Education Center and the Board 

of Directors to help promote these 
important societal messages,” said 
Greenspan. “Now more than ever 
we need to bring light to these is-
sues as well as work together to 
learn from the past and educate for 
a better future.”

”It is with great pleasure that we 
welcome Rachel Greenspan to our 
Board.” said Michael Gyory, HHREC 
Board Chairperson. “She brings a 
tremendous level of energy and ex-
perience to our organization as a 
relationship-builder, and we are very 
excited to have her join us in our ef-
forts to promote human rights and 
serve as an education leader here in 

the greater Westchester County area and, increas-
ingly, across the U.S.”

 Greenspan graduated from the University of 
Michigan with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication 
and a concentration in Marketing. She was a member 
of Sigma Delta Tau, where she served on the Execu-
tive Board and Treasurer of the chapter. Greenspan 
is on the March of Dimes Real Estate Committee. A 
native of Westchester, she grew up in Chappaqua. 
Greenspan resides in New York City.

Rachel Greenspan

Beth El Synagogue Center Celebrates Installation of Rabbi Jessica Fisher
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Sunday, November 7, 2021, marked the in-
stallation of Assistant Rabbi Jessica Fisher at Beth 
El Synagogue Center, New Rochelle. Prior to Rabbi 
Fisher’s installation, the public was invited to cre-
ate a personal or family blessing for the Beth El 
Community, displaying it on a 2 x 13-inch fabric 
ribbon, tied onto the Beth El Ladder of Blessings 

in the Sukkah Garden Patio.
“In Breishit (Genesis), our ancestor Jacob left 

his home and made camp along the way. While he 
slept, he dreamt of angels ascending and descend-
ing a ladder,” Fisher explained.

“G-d appeared to Jacob and blessed him… 
When Jacob awoke, he exclaimed, ‘Surely Adonai 
is present in this place, and I did not know it!’”

Jacob named the site “Beth El” (House of 

G-d).  Numerous references 
were made connecting Beth 
El Synagogue Center’s name 
to that auspicious event. 

Music Director Jack Kle-
banow and his House Band 
provided instrumental enter-
tainment, while Cantor Gaby 
Schvartz led the singing.

“I want to extend a warm 
welcome to Jessica’s parents, 
Michael and Suzette Fisher 
and acknowledge a tremen-
dously important tikkun,” 
Rabbi David Schuck began.

“For over 100 years 
Jewish communities were 
deprived of the gifts of reli-
gious leadership of women. 
This has also been true at our 
synagogue. Today it is critical to recognize that we 
are correcting that injustice by installing the first 
woman on our Clergy Team…”  

Then Aaron Fleishaker 
blew a Shofar, followed by 
Cantor Schvartz leading more 
songs.

Special Speaker, Rabbi 
Jan Uhrbach, Mentor and In-
terim Dean, JTS Rabbinical 
and Cantorial Schools stated 
that Jacob, having left home, 
wakes from a dream and says, 
“‘This is a place filled with 
awe.’ It is the beginning of his 
career, his first Theophany, 
encounter with G-d, as you 
are beginning your first ca-
reer, Jessica... You began your 
Rabbinate during the pan-
demic, experiencing loss and 
uncertainty.”

Finally, Associate Rabbi Zach Sitkin read the 
Torah portion where Joshua receives shemitah 
(transfer of leadership) at Moses’ request, from 
G-d through the priest Eleazar.   

Rabbi Jessica Fisher
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sional, who will support students in the incident 
response process and connect them with the cam-
pus Hillel to address the issue with university ad-
ministrators and law enforcement, as appropriate. 
Students who leave their contact information will 
also be connected to tools and resources to improve 
campus climate, as well as wellness services.

“When students are impacted by antisemi-
tism, it can often be confusing and isolating to 
garner appropriate law enforcement attention 
and support,” said Michael Masters, National Di-
rector and CEO of Secure Community Network, 
the official safety and security organization for 
the Jewish community. “ReportCampusHate.org 
will be a safe way for students to report these inci-
dents and activate SCN’s security infrastructure to 
assess the threat and prompt immediate action.”

During the 2020-2021 academic year, Hillel 
International tracked a total of 244 antisemitic 
incidents on college and university campuses, 
according to preliminary data. This compares 
to the 181 antisemitic incidents reported during 
the 2019-2020 academic year, when most classes 
were still taking place in person. Since May 2021, 
Jewish students have experienced a significant 
rise in antisemitic and anti-Zionist activity, both 
on campus and online. This has included threats 
and hate-filled messages on social media targeting 
individuals, offensive defacement of property and 
even physical assaults.

“Antisemitism must be reported and ad-

dressed everywhere it occurs to prevent hate from 
becoming more pervasive on our campuses and in 
our communities,” said Jonathan Greenblatt, CEO 
and National Director of ADL. “We are proud to 
work with Hillel and SCN to promote a collabora-
tive response to antisemitic incidents on campus 
and to foster better tracking and reporting of anti-
semitic trends, so we can all better understand and 
respond to this growing threat to our students.”

ReportCampusHate.org is part of an ongoing 
collaboration between Hillel, ADL and SCN, three 
national organizations working to address hate, 
antisemitism, extremism, safety, and security, as 
well as Jewish life, on campuses.

The Secure Community Network (SCN), a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization, is the official 
homeland safety and security initiative of the 
organized Jewish community in North America. 
Founded in 2004, under the auspices of The Jew-
ish Federations of North America and the Con-
ference of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations, SCN serves as the central organiza-
tion dedicated exclusively to the safety and secu-
rity of the American Jewish community, working 
across 146 federations, 50 partner organizations, 
over 300 independent communities as well as 
with other partners in the public, private, non-
profit and academic sectors. SCN is dedicated to 
ensuring that Jewish organizations, communities, 
as well as life and culture can not only exist safely 
and securely, but flourish.

ReportCampusHate.org Enables College Students to Report and 
Address Antisemitism on Campus
continued from page 7

A Power of Attorney is  Not Just  a Form

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY 

A Power of Attorney (POA) is a very powerful 
legal document which allows a person (referred 
to as a principal) to appoint another person (re-
ferred to as an agent) to assist with the principal’s 
finances on their behalf.  Often, spouses, children 
or siblings act as agent for the principal. However, 
many agents accept their role without under-
standing the responsibilities and potential litiga-
tion commenced by an interested party that may 
arise from their appointment.  An interested party 
can include but is not limited to a monitor, a co-
agent or successor agent, a government entity, or 
someone appointed by the court.

First, an agent owes a fiduciary duty to the 
principal. This means that an agent must act in 
the best interest of the principal. The agent is re-
quired to act as a prudent person would if it were 
their own assets but should not co-mingle the 
principal’s funds with the agent’s funds. If an in-
terested party believes that the agent is not acting 
in the best interest of the principal or is not act-
ing in a prudent manner, then that person may 
have the right to bring a breach of fiduciary duty 
claim against the agent. The person bringing the 
action will need to prove that the agent breached 
their fiduciary duty. An interested party can com-
mence a legal proceeding to remove an agent on 
the grounds that the agent violated, or is unfit, or 
unable to perform, the fiduciary duties under the 
POA.

An interested party can commence an action 
requesting the court appoint a neutral third party 
to approve and review all of the receipts, disburse-
ments and transactions entered into by the agent 
on behalf of the principal. It is critical that anyone 
who is acting as agent keep a detailed record of all 
receipts, disbursements and transactions.

Another often litigated matter is the validity 
of a POA. An interested party can bring an action 
to determine if the POA is valid, if the principal 
had capacity when the document was executed 
or if there was duress, fraud, or undue influence 

to sign the POA. As such, it is important to work 
with an attorney who is experienced with the New 
York Power of Attorney law, and the requirements 
of properly executing the POA in order to increase 
the likelihood that the POA will accomplish its ob-
jectives

In order for an agent to receive compensa-
tion, the principal needs to authorize compensa-
tion in the POA. The work of an agent can be very 
strenuous, and the agent may want to be compen-
sated for all of the time that they spend. In the 
POA, the amount of compensation can either be 
specified or it can say reasonable compensation. 
Interested parties may contest what reasonable 
compensation is. There is no set rule for reason-
able compensation, rather it is determined based 
on the amount of work involved, the complexity of 
the principal’s affairs, and various other factors.  
One thing is clear, however; if you do not specify in 
the POA that the agent should receive compensa-
tion, then the agent will not be entitled to get paid.

A new Power of Attorney law went into ef-
fect on June 13, 2021. This changed the way the 
POA is drafted and executed, including changes 
to the witness requirement.  Fortunately, all POAs 
properly executed under prior law will continue 
to be valid.  However, there may be reason you 
would want to have an updated POA since banks 
and other financial institutions are now required 
to honor or reject a POA within 10 business days. 
Also, there may be circumstances where you are 
entitled to money damages if the bank unreason-
ably rejects your POA.  Previously, there was no 
time requirement for banks to review the POA 
and it often took weeks or longer to get a response.  
Moreover, sometimes banks refused to honor val-
idly executed POAs because they were not on the 
bank’s own form or the POA was executed several 
years ago.  

For more information about POAs, visit the 
website at www.littmankrooks.com and the blog 
written by Joel Krooks, Esq. at https://www.lit-
tmankrooks.com/2021/09/potential-litigation-
under-the-general-obligations-law/.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner 
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Law-
yer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for 
excellence in Elder Law and has been honored as 
one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. 
He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame 
by the National Association of Estate Planners & 
Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is immediate past Chair 
of the Elder Law Committee of the American College 
of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks 
may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the 
firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

Real Estate Matters by John E. Baer, SRES, SRS, AHWD
November is the Perfect Time to Prepare to Sell Your Home Next Spring

If you and your home 
are ready to be listed now, 
in November, and you have 
the ability to move on to your 
future residence,  this may 
be an excellent time to list 
your home for sale, especial-
ly since mortgage rates are 
still low and the inventory of 
Westchester homes is cur-
rently very low. 

However, if you and your home are not ready, 
here are some important things to do to make your 
home marketable next spring.  Your home looks 
great to you, but buyers want to picture themselves 
living in it - so take a fresh look at it. Jump into your 
car, drive around the block, and then scrutinize 
your home as a prospective buyer will see it for 
the first time. First, consider what’s called “curb 
appeal.”  Does your house need pressure washing 
or painting? Does the front walk or driveway need 
repair work? Is the landscaping in good shape? Re-
member; be very critical because a buyer will be. 
Believe it or not, buyers will make up their mind 
whether they like your house from its curb appeal. 

Next, start upgrading if you are trying to get 
the most return on your investment. Upgrades 
can mean repairing and restoring finishes and ap-
pliances, or it can mean replacing your existing 
finishes with higher quality ones. A vinyl floor up-
graded to wood or a standard refrigerator upgraded 
to stainless steel are examples of well-worth-it up-
grades, where you will see a positive return on your 

investment.
Get rid of clutter in every area.  Remember, 

this is no time to be sentimental. If you do not use it, 
lose it. Potential buyers are seriously put off by clut-
ter.  Get rid of bulky furniture. Furniture should 
fit the scale of the room, so get rid of any extra or 
oversized items that could make your space look 
smaller than it really is.

Open blinds and shades to let in natural light 
and add floor or table lamps in areas that are dim 
using 100 W or 150 W bulbs. Remove heavy dated 
window treatments that block natural light. To 
emphasize the brightness of each room, repaint 
the walls neutral colors. Tones like tans, light gray 
and off-white allows buyers to focus on the spaces 
themselves.

Next, it is time to really clean - and I mean 
REALLY clean. Have the carpets professionally 
cleaned, strip and polish the floors, scour the bath-
rooms, polish the furniture, wash the windows, and 
spiff up the ceiling fans and kitchen appliances. In 
short, clean everything.

Prior to listing your home, pack up those per-
sonal photographs and family heirlooms. Remove 
all political and religious items. You want buyers 
to imagine their own photos and belief statements 
and they cannot do that if yours are there.

If you have not engaged a realtor at this point, 
now is the time to do so. Have your agent arrange 
for professional outdoor photos now, while leaves 
are still on the trees, rather than snow photos.

A truly professional real estate agent will help 
you determine a maximum price for your home 

that will attract both buyers and offers. Agents 
know that if the home is priced too high potential 
buyers will not make offers, and if the price is too 
low neither the seller will receive a fair price for the 
home nor will the agent earn the highest commis-
sion possible. The fact is, it is both to the advantage 
of the seller and the agent to negotiate the best and 
fairest listing price for your home.

Finally, consider listing your home in Febru-
ary, prior to the bulk of listings that start in March. 

This will attract motivated buyers and less seller 
competition.

John E. Baer, SRES, SRS, AHWD is a NYS li-
censed real estate salesperson associated with Berk-
shire Hathaway HomeServices Westchester Prop-
erties of Scarsdale and Larchmont. In the last four 
years, he earned the month’s “Top Selling Award” 
nine times in the Scarsdale office. He can be reached 
for questions at 914/844-2059. His website is www.
WestchesterHomes.info. 

John E. Baer, SRES, 
SRS, AHWD
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ery ten American Jews (39%) have changed their 
behavior out of fear of antisemitism: 25% have 
avoided posting content online that would enable 
others to identify them as Jewish or reveal their 
views on Jewish issues; 22% have avoided wearing 
or displaying things that might enable others to 
identify them as Jewish; and 17% have avoided cer-
tain places, events, or situations due to concerns 
about their safety or comfort as Jews.

Four in ten Americans of all backgrounds 
(41%) have personally witnessed an antisemitic 
incident in the last 12 months, with 31% having 
witnessed more than one.

Jews are Nearly Twice as Likely as Non-Jews 
to Perceive Rising Antisemitism

There is some discrepancy between the Jew-
ish and general populations regarding the severity 
of antisemitism in the U.S.  

90% of American Jews think antisemitism 
is a problem in the United States today, with 41% 
saying it is a very serious problem and only 10% 
saying it is not a problem. At the same time, a far 
smaller majority (60%) of the U.S. general public 
says antisemitism is a problem, with 25% saying it 
is not much of a problem or not a problem at all. 

While 82% of American Jews believe anti-
semitism has increased over the past five years, 
only 44% of the U.S. general public shares that 
view, with 15% of Americans saying antisemitism 
has actually gone down, compared to only 3% of 
American Jews who say the same.

Regarding the spike in attacks on Jews dur-
ing the Israel-Hamas conflict in May, the AJC re-
port found that U.S. adults were far less likely than 
American Jews to have heard about violent anti-
semitism at that time. While 71% of American Jews 
said they had heard “a lot” or “some” about Jews 
being attacked during that period, only 48% of the 
general adults said the same, and 53% said they’d 
heard “not much” or “nothing at all.”

Significantly, of the large majority of Ameri-
can Jews who heard about the attacks on Jews in 
May 2021, 72% said it made them feel less safe as 
Jews in the United States.

Both groups were asked if antisemitism is 
taken more or less seriously than other forms of 
hate and bigotry. 46% of Jews and 38% of U.S. adults 
said it is taken less seriously, 37% of Jews and 47% 
of U.S. adults said it is considered to be the same as 

other forms of hate and bigotry, and 16% of Jewish 
respondents and 15% of the general population said 
antisemitism is taken more seriously.

Both Jews and Non-Jews Perceive Hostility to 
Israel as Antisemitic

More than 80% of both Jews and the U.S. gen-
eral public consider anti-Zionism—as represent-
ed by the statement “Israel has no right to exist”—
antisemitic. This includes 92% of Republicans 
and 83% of Democrats. Similarly, large majorities 
of both Jews and non-Jews view the statement 
“American Jews are loyal to Israel and disloyal to 
America” as antisemitic, with 85% of Jews and 73% 
of the general public saying so.

While most Americans have not heard much 
or anything at all about the Boycott, Divestment, 
and Sanctions (BDS) movement against Israel, 
those who have believe it has antisemitic ele-
ments: of those who expressed some familiarity 
with the movement, 82% of Jews and 63% the U.S. 
general public said the movement is either anti-
semitic as a whole or has antisemitic supporters, 
with under 15% saying the movement is not anti-
semitic.

Antisemitism on College Campuses
50% of American Jews believe antisemitism 

on college campuses has increased over the past 
five years, 23% said it has stayed the same, and 3% 
said it has decreased. College students and their 
parents were nearly three times as likely as other 
respondents to say that they or someone they 
know had experienced antisemitism on a college 
campus, with four in ten (42%) answering in the 
affirmative compared to only 15% of other respon-
dents.

The surveys of American Jews and U.S. 
adults were conducted for the nonpartisan Ameri-
can Jewish Committee (AJC) by the independent 
research firm SSRS. National representative 
samples of 1,433 Jews, ages 18 or older, were inter-
viewed by telephone and online from September 
1 – October 3, 2021, and 1,214 general population 
adults, 18 or older, via the SSRS Opinion Panel, 
from September 9 – September 22, 2021. The mar-
gin of error for both surveys is +/-3.9 percentage 
points at the 95% confidence level.

https://www.ajc.org/news/american-jew-
ish-committee-releases-2021-state-of-antisemi-
tism-in-america-report

AJC Releases 2021 “State of Antisemitism in America Report”
continued from page 3

in political discourse on both 
the far-right and far-left. Shay 
describes how similar dynam-
ics have gained ground in many 
American universities and how 
anti-Zionist conspiracy theories 
seep beyond academia into poli-
tics, educational policy, and the 
mainstream media, threatening 
the quest for truth and justice.

“We are at a moment of our 
history when we as Americans as 
well as other people across the 
world are continuing on the path 
of progress with the intention 
of righting or at least mitigating 
some historical wrongs,” says 
Shay. “But our efforts risk being 
compromised by the resurgence 
of extreme ideologies that should 
have been placed in history’s 
dumpster.”

Set against the framework 
of Northwestern University’s 
motto, Conspiracy U not only illustrates the issues 
present when serious and trustworthy scholarship 
is abandoned in favor of theory and ideology but 
proposes that the motto itself points toward a better 
option. Rather than dismissing ideology or giving it 
undue precedence, Shay suggests that the motto and 
the Golden Rule together form an unbiased and uni-
versally applicable framework which provides the in-
tellectual and moral criteria to distinguish between 
facts and conspiracy theories, leaving room for diver-
sity while also excluding approaches that devalue our 
common humanity.

“We must engage with our fellow in the way 
that we would want to be engaged. Everything is on 
the table except for hatred,” encourages Shay. “To be 
able to engage and discern what is open to disagree-
ment and what are patent lies, we need to employ 
critical thinking skills and cognitive flexibility. We 
need teachers who don’t have an agenda other than 
to teach their students to think.”

 “Though the assault on truth and the prolif-

eration of conspiracy theories 
are not new in the long course 
of history, the unique issues on 
today’s college campuses re-
quire thoughtful analysis. Scott 
Shay’s new book, Conspiracy U, 
provides that and more,” writes 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, President, 
Union for Reform Judaism.

Conspiracy U: A Case 
Study, 288 pgs, Wicked Son 
Publishing, October 2021, ISBN 
1637580924 available on Ama-
zon, Barnes & Noble, and qual-
ity independent bookstores.

  Scott A. Shay is a leading 
businessman, thought leader, 
and author of two widely read 
books. Scott is the co-founder 
and Chairman of Signature 
Bank, well known as one of the 
best banks in New York for pri-

vate business owners and as a leader in the emerging 
digital currency  ecosystem.

 Scott earned a BA in Economics and a master’s 
in management, from Northwestern University, a 
valuable experience due to the commitment of his 
professors to high academic standards and the ideals 
of the university’s motto. He is a distinguished leader 
in the Jewish community and an avid student of re-
ligion and its application to the world outside of the 
synagogue, church, or mosque. These interests are 
reflected in Conspiracy U, as well as his previous two 
books, In Good Faith: Questioning Religion and Athe-
ism and Getting Our Groove Back: How to Energize 
American Jewry. Scott lives in New York City.

Shay is also actively involved in Jewish educa-
tion and serves or has recently served as a board 
member of UJA Federation of New York, the Partner-
ship for Excellence in Jewish Education, the Jewish 
Agency, the Gruss Life Monument Fund, Birthright 
Israel Steering Committee and the American He-
brew Academy. Shay is President of Chai Mitzvah 
and he and his wife Susan are the founders of the 
Jewish Youth Connection.

New Book Investigates Anti-Zionist Conspiracy Theories in Academia
continued from page 7

Chasing Away the Darkness at WJCS

BY SHERRY BIRNBAUM, 
ASSISTANT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF WJCS JEWISH PROGRAMS

They say that a little light, chases away a lot 
of darkness. That is certainly the theme of Chanu-
kah, and it also could be used to describe impact 
of our work, here at Westchester Jewish Commu-
nity Services this past year. 

This has been a year of change, of challenges, 
and of rising to overcome obstacles. As a non-prof-
it human services organization that was founded 
in 1943, we have faced many hurdles over the last 
seven decades. But certainly, the worldwide pan-

demic, which caused enormous loss, emotional 
and financial strain, and family and educational 
challenges right here in Westchester has posed 
some of the greatest uncertainties in our history. 
We feel so fortunate and privileged that, thanks to 
the support of funders and donors, we have been 
able to deliver vitally important programs and 
services to all of our clients who had greater needs 
than ever before. 

Whatever problems you may be facing, WJCS 
is here for you. We offer a vast array of services, 
literally ranging from A to Z. From our Address-
ing Alzheimer’s program, which provides support 
to individuals who are affected with dementia as 
well as their caregivers, to individual and group 
counseling groups offered virtually by Zoom, we 
address people affected by depression, anxiety, 
autism and other special needs, bereavement, 
social isolation, job insecurity, and much more. 
WJCS has four standalone mental health clinics, 
is a leader in the treatment of trauma, founded the 

first, and still the only, LGBTQ+ center for youth 
in Westchester, and cares for over 90 disabled 
adults in 13 group homes in Westchester. Our cli-
ent’s range in age from young children to seniors.

The dedicated staff at WJCS hope that ev-
eryone realizes they need not suffer alone. WJCS 
has highly skilled, compassionate professionals 
to help you overcome problems and build resil-
ience and, when appropriate, guide you to other 
resources. Stress levels have soared since the 
Covid pandemic began and WJCS has focused on 
the many groups affected by it, including youth, 
parents, college students, essential workers, Ho-
locaust survivors, and seniors. We have expanded 
our Mental Health First Aid trainings, which now 
include workshops for those focusing on youth, 
teens and adults. Even our very active corps of 

over 200 volunteers has expanded. We have an en-
gaged group of Care Call Buddies who are in regu-
lar contact with the residents of our group homes 
and our elderly clients. Our tech-skilled mentors 
provide computer guidance to students who have 
had to learn remotely and seniors who were physi-
cally isolated and want to stay in close contact with 
family members, even if separated geographically. 
Kosher meals for homebound seniors are delivered 
by our volunteers.

We all hope we’ve turned the corner with 
Covid and things will look brighter in 2022. WJCS 
wishes you a Happy Chanukah and a healthy, ful-
filling 2022. Please visit www.wjcs.com to learn 
more about WJCS. We welcome your involvement 
and support and are here to help you in any way we 
can.

Scott A. Shay
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, 
diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for details.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or memory loss?  
Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 
60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact Josh at 914-391-2867.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion.  Experi-
enced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from Awning 
Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including: Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel free to contact us for a no 
obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated area at Cedar 
Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at lpjcoffice@optonline.net
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RESERVE 
YOUR SPOT
TODAY IN...

HOME  ∙  HEALTH  ∙  FAMILY  ∙  FOOD  ∙  BEAUTY  ∙  BUSINESS

START OFF THE NEW YEAR WITH US!!!
Westchester Women magazine is the perfect opportunity to showcase your business. The all-female 
run magazine’s mission is to inspire, educate and empower women. 

Westchester Women magazine is a COMPLIMENTARY publication mailed to ALL homes in 
Larchmont, Harrison, Purchase, Pelham, Pelham Manor and select areas of Mamaroneck, Bronxville 
and New Rochelle (30,000 mailed and distributed).

Westchester Women magazine is also available throughout these towns and online at 
westchester-women.com

FEATURING THE
2022 HEALTH, BEAUTY & FITNESS GUIDE
1/4 page ads receive 100 word editorial and photo space in the guide.
1/2 and full page ads receive 150 word editorial and photo space in the guide.

FOR DETAILS & TO RESERVE A SPACE CALL 914-738-7869

ADVERTISING DEADLINES:
ISSUE AD DEADLINE PUB DATE
WINTER Dec. 8 Jan. 5
SPRING March 8 April 6
SUMMER May 9 June 2
FALL Aug. 22 Sept. 7




