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ADL NY/NJ Hosts Panel Regarding Jewish Communal Security
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Opening the Tuesday, February 8th , Jewish Communal Security Info Session, Alan
Klinger, Vice Chair, Antidefamation League
(ADL) NY/NJ made it abundantly clear that
when it comes to Communal Security, our institutions must be united and coordinated. He
then introduced ADL NY/NJ Regional Director
Scott Richman.
Richman stressed that his Region is the
victim of more anti-Semitic incidents than any
Region across the country. Richman then in
turn introduced Greg Ehrie, ADL Vice President of Law Enforcement and Security, asking
him what threats are facing the Jewish community today.
Ehrie outlined six points: 1) Jews are the
most targeted community in the U.S.; 2) FBI
data is underreported at 14-15%. “In the last 3

years we have seen anti-Semitic incidents higher in our country than we have seen in the last
40 years,” Ehrie noted. 3) Jewish institutions
are vulnerable targets. 4) Jews are regularly
targeted for their support of Israel and Zionism from the Right, Left and Center. 5) Anti-

Semitic incidents perpetrate deadly violence
against Jews.6) Since 2016 we have been able to
identify Al Qaida and ISIS threats.
Executive Director of Community Security Initiative (CSI) Mitchell Silber said that CSI
representatives visit Nassau, Suffolk, West-

chester County and Five Boroughs synagogues,
assessing security, helping them obtain Department of Homeland Security (DHS) and NYS
grants as well as active shooter training.
Deputy National Director of Community
Security Service (CSS) Richard Priem pointed
out that in many attacks on Jewish targets
there was some level of surveillance, casing entrances, times people arrive/leave and security.
Ehrie stressed that when he joined the
FBI, he was required to undergo ADL training
at the Holocaust Museum, and it is still mandatory. “We say this as a mantra,” Richman added.
“The Jewish institutions should know the law
enforcement professionals in their community, not just when an incident occurs.”
FBI Special Agent Michael Broadack
averred that hate crimes are top priority with
his organization, because an attack on an individual also intimidates the community.

Chabad of the Rivertowns Purim Celebration Sports Circus Theme
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

“Purim in the Circus is Chabad of the Rivertowns creative twist to this year’s community celebration of Purim, the Jewish people’s salvation in
Persia of old,” according to Chabad of the Rivertowns Rabbi Benjy Silverman (rabbi@chabadrt.
org).
“Billed as the most joyous date on the Jewish calendar, the daylong holiday commemorates
the nullification in 356 B.C.E. of a Persian decree
calling for the extermination of the Jewish people
throughout the Persian Empire…,” Silverman continued.
Chabad of the Rivertowns, 303 Broadway,
Dobbs Ferry, presents “Purim in the Circus” on
Thursday, March 17, 2022, featuring the famed
Acrobats of Cirque-tacular, a thrilling aerial and
ground acrobatic show, plus Megillah reading
with multi-media presentation, Hamantashen
and groggers (noisemakers). Due to COVID there
will be two separate shifts, 5:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
There will be a Purim Dinner on March 17 at
7:45 p.m.; RSVP a must at www.chabad.org/purim22, with limited space due to COVID, preceded

by a Megillah reading on Wednesday,
March 16 at 7:30 p.m., followed by cocktails and light refreshments. For further information, go to www.chabadrt.
org; 914-693-6100.
The festival of Purim is celebrated
every year on the 14th of the Hebrew
month of Adar. It begins this year after sundown on March 16 and ends at
nightfall on March 17. It is observed by
public readings of the Megillah to recount the story of the Purim miracle,
sending food gifts to friends, giving
money to the poor and enjoying a festive Purim meal.
Chabad-Lubavitch is a philosophy,
movement, and an organization. The
word “Chabad” is a Hebrew acronym for
the three faculties of chachmah: wisdom; Binah, comprehension and da’at,
knowledge. “Lubavitch” is the name of a
town in White Russia, where the movement was based. Appropriately, the
word Lubavitch in Russian means, “city
of brotherly love.”
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White Plains Businessman Makes Israel Green with Memorial
Forest Achievement
BY RYAN TOROK

For Jeremy Abramson, the idea of a family
tree is much more than a metaphor – it’s a way to
keep his father’s memory and legacy alive.
The husband, father and The Premier Collection Vice President, has raised $50,000 for Jewish
National Fund-USA over the course of 10 years,
with the funds earmarked for a forest of 10,000
trees to be planted in remembrance of his late
father, adding to the more than 240 million trees
already planted in Israel throughout JNF-USA’s
history. As the former President of the JNF-USA
Westchester and Southern Connecticut Board,
this is the latest achievement in a lifelong commitment to the organization.
“There are so many amazing projects in Israel that JNF-USA has been involved in. I’ve had a
strong connection to trees since planting one with
my very own hands during my Bar Mitzvah trip in
1988, so this will be a living testament to my dad,”
Abramson, 47, a board member of JNF-USA’s Westchester region, said in a recent interview. “There
will be something in Israel alive with his name on
it. That was a motivating factor in it.”
Michael Feinman, the Executive Director, Tri-State for JNF-USA shares how moving
Abramson’s commitment is, “this has truly been
a long-term labor of love. With the support of
his family, friends, and synagogue, Jeremy has
worked tirelessly towards and now accomplished
the incredible goal he set for himself. We are all
inspired by his dedication.”
As members of Young Israel of White Plains,
Abramson’s family has longstanding ties to Israel
and JNF-USA, and his own children’s involvement
represents five generations of family members
who have been active in the organization.
“Our kids, ages 14, 12 and 8 are fifth-generation JNF-USA supporters. Whenever we visit Israel, we plant trees with JNF-USA,” he said.
The longstanding family connection is a
point of pride for Abramson and has helped him

make his mark on the local Jewish community.
Speaking of Jeremy and his wife Amy, Westchester and Southern Connecticut JNF-USA Board
President and friend of the couple Diana Sklar
said, “The family legacy and commitment that Jeremy and Amy have perpetuated over many years
with the funding of this forest is truly remarkable.
The memory of his father to whom it’s dedicated,
will live on forever in these trees and remind generations to come of the great importance JNF-USA
is to this family. Jeremy is an active 4th generation supporter of JNF-USA, passing on his love,
both with his time as past president as well as the
establishment of this forest, to his children- the
5th generation. We are truly grateful for all that
he and Amy do.”
After Abramson’s father, David, died in 2007
of lung cancer, Abramson launched the David I.
Abramson Memorial Fund. Whenever there was
an appropriate occasion to do so, Abramson and
his family donated money to the collection.
“Anytime somebody needed a refuah shlema,
or somebody passed away, we put money in the
fund,” he said. “This really became a part of the
family’s day-to-day Jewish expression,” says Rebecca Zimilover, JNF-USA Director of Westchester and Southern Connecticut, “for the Abramsons every dollar represented a positive moment,
a hope, or a prayer, and every tree will be a living
testament to that.”
In January, the fund exceeded its $50,000
goal.
The
accomplishment
would
make
Abramson’s father proud. He was a CPA in
Baltimore who arranged for his own sister –
Abramson’s aunt – to make aliyah when she was a
teenager. He subsequently passed down a love of
Israel to his children.
“He loved Israel like you can’t imagine,”
Abramson said, recalling his father taking him to
Israel for his bar mitzvah in 1988. While there, the
family visited the Tel Aviv beaches, and it was a
site one would hardly recognize today.
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Abramson family
“Israel was a lot different in 1988,” Abramson
said. “There were Jeeps on the beach with machine guns while you’re swimming. It was a different ballgame then.”
Also, different then and now: Israel’s south.
Abramson, who estimates he has been to Israel
seven or eight times, marveled at how much Be’er
Sheva has developed over the years, in large part
because of the efforts of JNF-USA.
Abramson joined the JNF-USA board in 2007

and served as President from 2007-2009. For the
past 15 years, he has spread the word about JNFUSA among friends and neighbors in his community, which, he said, is strongly supportive of Israel.
“JNF-USA is an easy sell. It’s always been an
easy sell, especially when you see how far the
reach is and how many things they are involved
in,” he said. “Couple the mission with some cool
get-togethers, some cool parties, it’s not too hard
to get people together on behalf of JNF-USA.”

Westchester Learning Immersive
At Hadar’s Westchester
enrich your heart and mind and
Learning Immersive, April 3-5,
make this year’s Passover one to
participants will find both teachremember, organizers say.
ers and peers who are passionate
This in person program is
about learning Jewish texts deepsponsored by: Bet Am Shalom
ly, critically, and sensitively. Join
Synagogue; Bet Torah; Beth El Synfor three days of learning on topagogue Center; Community Synaics such as the most important
gogue of Rye; Congregation B’nai
midrash of the Haggadah, difYisrael; Congregation Emanu-El
ferent models of salvation in the
of Westchester; Congregation Kol
Exodus narrative, and the role of
Ami; Congregation Kneses Tifewomen and sisterhood in the rereth Israel {KTI} ; Greenburgh Hedemption process.
brew Center; Jewish Community
During the Passover Seder,
Center of Harrison; The Leffell
Rabbi Shai Held, President and Dean
Jews all over the world read the
School; The Shames JCC on the
at Hadar
Haggadah’s call to “go forth and
Hudson; Temple Israel Center of
learn.” We are instructed to be active participants White Plain; Temple Sholom; Westchester Board
in the Jewish story, to study the texts, ideas, and of Rabbis; Westchester Jewish Center; and Westvalues that animate this holiday.
chester Jewish Council.
Hadar’s Westchester Learning Immersive
For questions or to register write, prowill be held at Temple Israel Center, 280 Old Ma- grams@hadar.org.
maroneck Rd, White Plains, as they welcome
The registration fee for this program will be
adults of all ages, denominations, and educational
on a sliding scale between $72-$360. The registrabackgrounds. To deepen your connection to Jew- tion fee includes access to the full range of proish texts, this immersive learning experience will gramming.
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Survey Finds American Jews Are Concerned About Current State
of Antisemitism
Ninety-three percent of American Jews are
concerned with the current levels of antisemitism
in the United States, with nearly half of U.S. Jews
(42%) experiencing antisemitism either directly
or through family and friends over the past five
years alone, according to a new panel survey commissioned and released in January by the Ruderman Family Foundation.
The two-part survey, conducted by the Mellman Group examined 2,500 Jewish American
adults in December 2019 and a further 1,000 Jewish adults from October – November 2021. Despite
being conducted before the synagogue hostage
crisis in Colleyville, Texas, the newly released
survey amplifies the renewed fears over antisemitism nationwide in the aftermath of that attack.
Seventy-five percent of American Jews believe
that there is more antisemitism today in the U.S.
than there was five years ago. Almost all- American Jews (94%) say they see at least some antisemitism in the U.S. over the past five years. One in
three younger Jews (18-39 years old) say they have
personally experienced antisemitism and 60% say
they know a family or friend who has. Older Jews
(over 60 years old) are more likely to have seen “a

lot” of antisemitism (62%) than
younger Jews (47%).
The survey also explored
the notion of shared fate among
American Jews. When asked how
much they thought what happens
to U.S. Jews would have something to do with what happens in
their own life, 82% acknowledged
a shared fate. Even among those
who do not value being Jewish, a
majority (65%) feel what happens
to other U.S. Jews also has some
effect on them. Additionally, the
survey found that 9% of those
who are uninvolved in the Jew- Jay Ruderman
ish community view antisemitism as a reason for
involvement, showcasing that the issue is strong
enough to engage a demographic unconnected to
Jewish life.
“Our survey reinforces the urgent need for
American leadership to formulate new strategies
to confront the surge of antisemitism and increasing hate crimes against the Jewish community,”
said Jay Ruderman, President of the Ruderman
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Family Foundation. “Accordingly,
we hope that these findings spur
local and national leaders into
action on this critical issue. Antisemitism is a threat to American
society as a whole and only in
tackling this issue as one unified
nation will it ever be truly addressed.”
In addition to antisemitism,
the survey explored multiple topics pertaining to American Jewry.
When it comes to U.S. politics,
American Jews perceive both
parties as pro-Israel; 69% stating
this was the case for the Democratic Party and 71% for the Republican Party. Yet
when delving further into this support, the majority see Democrats as pro-Israel but critical of the
Israeli government’s policies, while the majority
see Republicans as pro-Israel and supportive of its
policies. Interestingly, both parties are seen to be
moving in opposite directions with their support
for Israel, with 54% believing the Democratic Party has become less pro-Israel and 39% stating that
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the Republican Party has become more pro-Israel.
When exploring their connection to Israel,
approximately one-third (34%) of respondents believe the relationship between Israel and U.S. Jews
has weakened during the last two years, including
40% of Republicans and 31% of Democrats. Only
12% identified the May 2021 war between Israel
and Hamas as a reason for that weakened relationship, with 32% naming the increasing power
of right-wing or ultra-religious Israeli political
parties, 25% the treatment of Palestinians, 24%
the mutual ties between Netanyahu and former
President Donald Trump, and 24% Israel’s settlement policies in the West Bank.
Reinforcing the challenge of American Jews’
gaps in basic knowledge about Israel, 41% of respondents are unaware that Israel’s Arab citizens
have voting rights, with 27% incorrectly asserting
that Arab citizens cannot vote and 14% stating
they were unsure on the topic. Fifty-nine percent
correctly identify Naftali Bennett as Israel’s prime
minister, with 16% saying that former premier
Benjamin Netanyahu still holds the position and
20% unable to recall who is currently prime minister.
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Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration (WJCI)
Calls For immediate Protection for Ukrainians

Ukraine is in Crisis

In response to the unprovoked Russian invasion of Ukraine and the imminent
humanitarian crisis, The Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigration (WJCI) calls
on the Biden Administration to protect
Ukrainian people, both in Ukraine and in
America.
WJCI calls on the Biden administration and the international community to
use broad authority to safeguard Ukrainians
immediately. Holly Rosen Fink, President of
WJCI said, “As a humanitarian organization,
our hearts and prayers are with the global
Ukrainian community. WJCI is committed
to caring for the inevitable refugees who will
need the international community to open
its doors, and we will do what we can to help.” 20 pallets of surgical supplies at Afya headquarters going to Ukraine
The U.S.-Ukraine Foundation announced the establishment of “Ukraine AirLIFT,”
WJCI is a volunteer-run, non-partisan ora program to deliver medical supplies to all parts ganization that mobilizes the Jewish community
of Ukraine. The Afya Foundation, in conjunction to welcome refugees, asylum seekers, and other
with UJA-Federation of New York, both WJCI partimmigrants to communities in Westchester and
ners, are preparing urgently needed wound care, throughout New York where they can live safely
surgical equipment, and biomedical equipment to
with dignity. The organization includes Conserbe shipped to Ukraine. WJCI will help to mobilize vative, Orthodox, Reconstructionist, Reform, and
community members to aid this effort. They enunaffiliated Jews from around the Westchester recourage all volunteers to sign up at ujafedny.org.
gion and partners with institutions and individuMeanwhile, donations in support of this worthy
als of all faiths. For more information, visit wjci.
cause can also be made at afyafoundation.org
org or email info@wjci.org

MyHeritage Adds Millions of Jewish Historical Records
in Collaboration with JewishGen

NY Actions to Strengthen Department of Financial
Services Enforcement of Sanctions Against Russia
On March 2, Governor Kathy Hochul annian population, and we will use our technonounced actions to strengthen the Departlogical assets to protect our people and show
ment of Financial Services’ enforcement of
Russia that we will hold them accountable.”
sanctions against Russia, including the expeSuperintendent of Financial Services
dited procurement of additional blockchain Adrienne A. Harris said, “We know that bad
analytics technology. These tools will bolster actors will try to evade sanctions through
the Department of Financial Services ability to
the transmission of virtual currency, which
detect exposure among DFS-licensed virtual
is why it is imperative that we have the abilcurrency businesses to Rusity to monitor transactions
sian individuals, banks and
and exposure in real-time. We
other entities that the Biden
continue to coordinate closely
Administration has sancwith federal and other state
tioned. As part of DFS’s work
regulators and communicate
to become a leading, datawith our regulated entities to
driven regulator of the global
ensure the full weight of our
financial services sector, the
regulatory regime is brought
Department has been assessto bear in the fight to protect
ing a number of technology
Ukraine.”
tools and service providers to
Leveraging purpose-built
augment current supervisory
technologies and service procapabilities.
Accelerating
viders for virtual currency
the procurement process is a Governor Kathy Hochul
protects the financial system
critical step to strengthen the
from illicit activity including
Department’s ability to enforce anti-money
money laundering, terrorist financing and
laundering and Bank Secrecy Act laws in this ransomware activity.
immediate crisis and beyond.
This action follows Governor Hochul’s
“Like millions across the globe, New
Executive Order directing all New York State
Yorkers are watching the situation in Ukraine agencies and authorities to review and divest
with fear and outrage, and in response we are public funds from Russia following Russia’s
taking further action,” Governor Hochul said.
unjustified and unprovoked attack on Ukraine.
“We stand shoulder to shoulder with the peoThe Governor has also pledged to work with
ple of Ukraine and will continue to do our part the Biden Administration to support refugees
to enforce U.S. sanctions against Russia in re- of the crisis and welcome them to the state and
sponse to their unwarranted attack. New York
has condemned the Russian acts of unjustified
is proudly home to the nation’s largest Ukraiviolence to the Ukrainian people.
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As conflict erupts across the country,
Ukraine’s most vulnerable Jews are in distress
and American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee {JDC} has launched an emergency campaign to
meet their spiking humanitarian needs.
In more than 1,000 locations across Ukraine,
JDC provides a lifeline for an estimated 40,000
Jewish elderly and 2,500 poor Jewish children and
their families through its network of care services,
Jewish community programs, and Jewish leaders
— and today, they need help.
In the tense months leading up to the current
crisis, JDC was already addressing dire economic
needs among Ukraine’s poorest Jews in the face of
sharply rising food, medicine, and utility prices.
JDC provided extra essentials, while also working
to ensure continued aid during variety of crisis
scenarios, including food package delivery, online support and care, mapping clients to be able
to reach them in an emergency, and coordinating
with local Jewish organizations.
Now in the current emergency situation, JDC
is leveraging past experience in responding to regional crises and the COVID-19 pandemic to guarantee that the vital services they provide continue

MyHeritage, the leading global service for
discovering your past and empowering your future, together with New York’s Museum of Jewish
Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust and
its affiliate JewishGen, which serves as a repository for Jewish genealogical records, announced the
publication of 5.8 million records
from JewishGen on the MyHeritage platform. The 28 collections
in this release represent the initial implementation of a licensing
agreement that will ultimately
make almost all JewishGen records accessible on MyHeritage.
JewishGen is a leading website for Jewish genealogy, featuring important collections of
historical records pertaining to
Jewish communities across Europe, North Africa, the Middle
East, and North America. The
first installment of JewishGen
records on MyHeritage spans
from the 18th century to the 21st.
It consists primarily of vital re- Jack Kliger
cords and covers many geographic regions, including Poland, Hungary, Ukraine,
Belarus, Latvia and Germany.
This addition further expands the extensive resources for Jewish genealogy offered by
MyHeritage, which is the only major commercial
genealogy company to support Hebrew. Through
its member base of one million users in Israel, MyHeritage is home to the world’s largest collection
of Jewish family trees. MyHeritage’s collections
of global historical records likewise include millions of records that are valuable to individuals researching Jewish heritage, such as passenger and
immigration lists that document the wave of Jews
seeking refuge in North America, South America,
and Israel after their communities were devastat-
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uninterrupted — no matter what.
• They are providing extra essentials like food
and medicine; Engaging and readying volunteers,
staff and network of Hesed social service centers
to address emerging needs as events unfold; Preparing to handle mass displacement, deploy psychosocial support, and increase aid to the most
vulnerable; Activating online platforms and hotlines created during the pandemic to deliver remote care and maintain human connection with
those they serve; Coordinating their emergency
response with other agencies on the ground to
ensure critical assistance reaches Jews in distress
across the region.
Ukraine’s vibrant Jewish community is one
of the largest in the world, home to an estimated
200,000 Jews. Since the collapse of communism,
JDC has worked in Ukraine, and across the former Soviet Union (FSU), to save Jewish lives and
build Jewish life — caring for tens of thousands of
needy Jewish elderly and poor families; rebuilding
and innovating Jewish community life; and training a new generation of Jewish leaders.
To donate by phone, call 212-687-6200 or visit
jdc.org.

ed by the Holocaust.
The records in these collections will now
benefit from MyHeritage’s powerful technologies,
which automatically match historical records
with the 83 million family trees on MyHeritage.
Until now, JewishGen records were available to
search and view in English only.
But now, international users will
benefit from MyHeritage’s Global Name Translation Technology™, which allows individuals
researching in other languages,
such as Hebrew, Russian, or
Greek, to search and view these
records, with the names translated into their native languages.
The application of MyHeritage’s
cutting-edge technology to the
genealogical resources offered by
JewishGen will open new doors
to those seeking information on
their Jewish roots.
“Our new collaboration with
JewishGen is an important milestone that makes MyHeritage indispensable for every Jewish genealogist,” said Gilad Japhet, Founder and CEO of
MyHeritage. “Genealogy has been deeply important to the Jewish people for millennia. JewishGen is the key resource for Jewish genealogy, and
we are happy to bring its records to MyHeritage.”
“The agreement between JewishGen and MyHeritage furthers our goal to expand the availability of JewishGen’s valuable collection of historical records to genealogy researchers around the
world,” says Jack Kliger, President & CEO of the
Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial
to the Holocaust. “We are pleased that this agreement will also contribute to the expanding interest in Jewish genealogy.”
continued on page 9
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Celebrating 50 Years of Women
in the Rabbinate
On June 3, 1972, Jewish and American history
were made when Rabbi Sally
Priesand was ordained by Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion as the
first woman rabbi in America.
A pioneer who opened the way
for generations across all denominations and around the
globe, Rabbi Priesand set in
motion the first steps toward
inclusion, diversity, equity,
and empowerment of new cohorts of leaders for the Jewish
people over the past 50 years.
The Holy Sparks art exhibition illuminates the creativity, commitment, and vision of 24 women who
were “firsts” in their time. Their challenges and
contributions, struggles and successes, represent
the achievements of all the 839 women rabbinical
graduates of HUC-JIR in North America and Israel
to date – and the nearly 1,500 women rabbis of all
movements who have transformed Jewish tradition, worship, spirituality, scholarship, education,
and pastoral care.
Evoking their stories are the works of 24
leading contemporary Jewish women artists, who
immersed themselves in their respective rabbi’s
recorded interviews, produced by The Braid’s
Story Archive of Women Rabbis and preserved at
the Jewish Women’s Archive. The artists’ insights,
empathy, and broad array of aesthetic approaches
capture the essence of these trailblazers’ identities
and consecrated paths.
The exhibit is now on view at Dr. Bernard Heller Museum, Hebrew Union College Jewish Institute
of Religion {HUC-JIR}, One West Fourth Street,
NYC., until May 8, 2022. Organized in partnership
with the Braid, a performance of The Braid’s Stories from the Fringe will take place on Wednesday,
April 6 at 6-8 pm. On Thursday, April 7 at 6 to 8 pm,
a reception for Rabbis and Artists will be held.
Jean Bloch Rosensaft, Director of the Dr.
Bernard Heller Museum states, “From the pulpit
to the college campus, from philanthropic foundations to Jewish communal organizations and
agencies, from military to healthcare chaplaincy,
women rabbis have indelibly redefined Jewish
leadership. It is particularly meaningful to honor
their journeys as we confront painful moments
of intolerance, exclusion, and abuse and begin to
build a better future where all those who seek spiritual fulfillment within Judaism feel respected and
valued equally. This exhibition, depicting the collective impact of women rabbis across the denominations and a broad spectrum of identities, demonstrates that it is our unity without uniformity
that strengthens us as a people. The art presented
exemplifies the role of contemporary women artists in advancing Jewish culture through the visual
expression of Jewish history, values, and identity.”
Ronda Spinak, Founder and Artistic Director
of The Braid and Co-Director of The Braid’s Story
Archive of Women Rabbis says, “Since 2009, Lynne
Himelstein and I and our team at The Braid have
had the honor of interviewing nearly 200 trailblaz-

ing women rabbis from all denominations and
across the globe, offering a front-row seat into one
of the most transformational moments in Jewish
history. Having already dramatized these stories
in our landmark play, Stories from the Fringe, we
wanted to bring these inspiring legacies to a new
medium—the visual arts. So, we approached
HUC-JIR with the exciting idea of an art exhibition
celebrating 50 years of women in the rabbinate.”
Lynne Himelstein, Co-Chair of The Braid
and Co-Director of The Braid’s Story Archive
of Women Rabbis adds, “Each rabbi has such a
unique voice and is deserving as a “first” in her
own right, so it was challenging to winnow it
down to just 24 of these incredible pioneers. Just
as much thought had to go into pairing a rabbi
with an artist.
The works in the exhibition range from representational to conceptual portraits of the rabbis
created in a variety of mediums, including photography, textile, painting, mixed media, collage,
drawing, and recycled materials. Each work is
informed by the rabbi’s life story, vision, and mission, further elaborated in the accompanying wall
labels with the rabbis’ biographies and QR-code
links to their video interviews. The portraits are
presented chronologically by year of ordination,
to reveal each decade’s pioneers as inspiration for
the next.
This exhibition provides a lens on the creative
and spiritual vision sparked by women’s rabbinical
leadership, with the recognition that their many
advances and accomplishments are just the beginning. “In just 50 years, what was once unthinkable
has become foundational. And the pioneering continues: more firsts will be achieved as the next generation of rabbis break new ground, building and
changing communities around the world, and extending the inclusion that their presence as women in the rabbinate represents to other categories,
such as race, sexuality, and disability,” says Judith
Rosenbaum, Ph.D., Chief Executive Officer, Jewish
Women’s Archive.
As “holy sparks,” women in the rabbinate are
builders of a vital Jewish future, kindling the Jewish engagement, education, and identity of communities far and wide, today and for the generations to come.
For further information contact: 212-8242209; jrosensaft@huc.edu

Westchester Jewish Life •

Scarsdale Adult School Partners with Jewish
Braille Institute

Scarsdale Adult School has
ish Braille Institute and Scarsdale
developed a new partnership with
Adult School share similar values,
The Jewish Braille Institute (JBI) in
as we both desire the educational
an effort to share educational conenrichment of our community, no
tent with persons who have visual
matter the age, background or abiliimpairment, reading disability or
ties. We are excited for the benefits
physical disability. Scarsdale Adult
the community will receive because
School instructor Andrée Aelion
of this partnership!”
Brooks recently gave a two-part lecThe Jewish Braille Institute is
ture, “Immigrant Jews, Coming to
a non-profit organization with the
America,” which was recorded and
goal of meeting the cultural and
will now be included in JBI’s Audio
educational needs of individuals
Cultural Series. The lecture will
who are blind, visually impaired,
be available, free of charge, to ap- Andrée Aelion Brooks
reading disabled, or physically disproximately 700 blind and visually
abled. JBI offers an extensive free
impaired individuals who receive JBI’s Cultural library of Jewish-interest materials (very broadly
Series each month.
defined), including books, periodicals, special
Andrée Aelion Brooks is a journalist, author,
publications, and lectures in Audio, Large Print
and lecturer, with more than 1,800 articles pub- and Braille formats. The majority of JBI’s listeners
lished in The New York Times, and four award-win- are older adults confronting vision loss as a result
ning books. She primarily covers topics on lesserof age-related vision disease.
known Jewish History in her lectures and writing.
The Scarsdale Adult School was established
As an instructor at Scarsdale Adult School (SAS),
in 1938 as an independent, not-for-profit organiBrooks teaches fascinating and unique Jewish hiszation chartered by the New York State Regents.
tory classes, including “Food in the History of the
SAS is a continuing education community that
Jews,” “Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean,” “Pioneer
welcomes all adults, regardless of residency. All
Jews of the Wild West,” and the lecture included
classes are offered online and in-person with
in JBI’s cultural series, “Immigrant Jews, Coming
both day and evening times. Subjects range from
to America.”
art appreciation, literature, history, and music to
“We are thrilled to partner with JBI to bring
computer use, crafts, fitness, cooking, dancing,
culturally edifying opportunities to individuals and bridge. The Scarsdale Adult School is supwho are visually impaired,” said Jill Serling, Execu- ported solely by course fees and tax-deductible
tive Director of Scarsdale Adult School. “The Jew- gifts.
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Westchester Jewish Council
Celebrates Jewish Literacy
Westchester
Jewish
dom, and faith in the modern
Council will launch its Jewish
age. After graduating from
Literacy program on March
Yeshiva College, Rabbi So31st at 7:30 pm at Young Isloveichik obtained his Rabbinrael of Scarsdale, 1313 Weaver
ic ordination from the Rabbi
Street (as well as via Zoom),
Isaac Elchanan Theological
with a talk by Rabbi Meir SoSeminary of Yeshiva Univerloveichik on “The Best Passsity. He holds a Ph.D. from
over and Seder Stories in
Princeton in Religion and curAmerican History.”
rently serves as the Director
“The Jewish Literacy
of the Straus Center for Torah
event on March 31st will be Rabbi Dr. Meir Y. Soloveichik
and Western Thought at Yea wonderful opportunity for
shiva University. Rabbi Soloveichik
the Westchester Jewish community to come tois the rabbi of Congregation Shearith Israel in
gether-- in person and virtually-- to hear one of
Manhattan.
America’s foremost Jewish thinkers, as he shares
This event is free and open to everyone in the
some of his favorite Passover stories through the community. Register online at www.wjcouncil.
lens of American history-- from revolutionary
org.
days to the present. It will also be a kickoff event
As Westchester’s Jewish community relafor a larger program the Council is planning for
tions organization, the Council unites Westchesnext Fall to provide a consortium of Jewish educater Jewry with the State of Israel, fosters comtional opportunities, which will be offered by our munication among Jewish organizations and
local rabbis,” said William H. Schrag, President of cultivates and strengthens relations with other
the Council.
ethnic groups, elected officials and the commuRabbi Dr. Meir Y. Soloveichik is one of Amer- nity at large. For more information, visit www.
ica’s leading voices on Jewish ideas, religious freewjcouncil.org.

Birthright Israel Trips Resume
After Covid Hiatus

About 2,000 Birthright Israel participants which launches in May, will be the last opportufrom 45 states and provinces in North America
nity for young adults aged 27-32 to participate in a
will land in Israel in March for the first trips of
Birthright Israel trip. Starting in Winter 2023, the
2022. The flights mark Birthright Israel’s joyful
trips will be restricted to those aged 18-26.
return after a series of suspensions
“We expect to bring about
since the start of the COVID:19 pan3,000 young adults from around
demic.
the world in the next two months,
“After a long hiatus, we are
and during the summer we expect
excited and honored to bring back
about 15,000 from North America
so many participants from North
and nearly 20,000 worldwide,” said
America on these important and
Mark. “Our summer trips are filling
exciting tours to Israel,” said Birthup quickly and we are excited and
right Israel CEO Gidi Mark.
optimistic that we will now be able
“I am so excited to go on my
to accommodate the 100,000 North
Birthright Israel trip next month,”
American young adults that signed
said Kayla Dinsfriend, a chef and cuup for a trip over the last two years
linary educator from Sitka, Alaska.
and couldn’t travel due to Covid.”
“I have been looking forward to this
Participants must be fully vacfor so long, it almost doesn’t seem
cinated, and Birthright Israel conKayla Dinsfriend. Photo credit:
real! I can’t wait to step into the life
tinues to work closely with Israel’s
Courtesy of Birthright Israel.
and culture of Israel and eat all I can
Ministry of Health to ensure a comalong the way.”
prehensive and dynamic Covid proThe 2020 outbreak of COVID led to a break
tocol, taking care of all participants’ needs while
that ended in May 2021, before the Delta variant
in Israel.
grounded the trips again. This was followed by a
Taglit-Birthright Israel offers a free, lifesuspension due to Omicron in December, when changing trip to Israel for young Jewish adults
the program was forced to cancel despite 3,000 between the ages of 18 and 32 and, in doing so,
excited young people from North America having transforms the Jewish future. Its mission is
registered.
to give every Jewish young adult around the
Now, Birthright Israel organizers are optiworld, especially the less connected, the opmistic about the future as they greet the March
portunity to visit Israel on an educational trip.
participants and look forward to the summer,
Today, Birthright Israel is the largest educawhen they will welcome an additional 15,000
tional tourism organization in the world that
North American young people along with othhas given over 750,000 journeys to the state of
ers from around the world. The summer season, Israel.
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The Solomon Diaries In Concert
Inspired by the rise and fall of the Borscht
Belt, clarinetist/composer Sam Sadigursky’s
“The Solomon Diaries” reflects freedom, celebration, tradition, independence, loss, hope,
and renewal of the Jewish community. His
original compositions will be performed live in
the sanctuary of Temple Israel of New Rochelle
(1000 Pinebrook, Avenue), Saturday, April 9 at
7:30 pm.
The spirit of the Borscht Belt, as captured
in photographer Marisa Scheinfeld’s book,
these musical compositions reflect Sadigursky’s
personal view of Jewish music, combining folk,
world, and jazz influences with a classical sense
of harmony and a love of improvisation. The Solomon Diaries, an aural reflection on American
Jewry’s once-favorite vacationland, celebrates
the monumental place the Borscht Belt holds in
our cultural history by capturing a sense of loss
and change within the Jewish American immigrant story.
Composer and clarinet master Sadigursky
and accordionist Natham Koci recently completed a double album of the same title. After
the concert, they will host an interactive Q&A
session. The Solomon Diaries Vol I, II, and III
are available at Bandcamp.
Clarinetist Sam Sadigursky was featured on
stage in the Tony and Grammy Award-winning
production of The Band’s Visit, and recently became a member of the Philip Glass Ensemble.
He’s joined by multi-instrumentalist Nathan
Koci, who most recently was the music director
of Daniel Fish’s acclaimed Broadway production
of Oklahoma!.
Seeking inspiration, Sam became fascinated by the photo book The Borscht Belt by Marisa
Scheinfeld, which documents the remains of
the Catskills region just before many of the resort sites were demolished. Compelled to set
these images to music, “The Solomon Diaries
is a musical documentation of a pivotal era in
American Jewish history. “I don’t have a direct
personal connection with those places, but a
story of refugees facing exclusion and rebelling by creating their own oasis and eventually
assimilating is a story that is so relevant today,”
says Sam. “I dedicate this music to the memory
of my grandparents, who lived through the Holocaust and spent their lives driven away from
their homelands of Eastern Europe.”
Growing up listening to Jewish music (his

Sam Sadigursky and Natham Koci
father is a Klezmer clarinetist/accordionist)
coupled with his experience performing Jewish, Arabic and Middle-Eastern inspired music
onstage in the 10-time TONY Award-winning
musical The Band’s Visit, Sam’s musical aesthetic is peppered with traditional folk flavor.
“This is the most personal music I’ve written.
My connection to Judaism is shaped by its rich
music tradition, which goes much deeper than
Klezmer music.”
Most of the albums’ songs were written in
2019 and early 2020 and originally performed
with a quartet, but The Solomon Diaries was
slimmed down to a duo due to COVID- related
limitations. Sam is joined by his former colleague, accordionist, and multi-instrumentalist
Nathan Koci, who prior to the pandemic served
as music director and conductor of the Tony
Award-winning Broadway revival of Oklahoma!.
According to Sam, Nathan’s musical background
made him the obvious choice for this music. “As
difficult as it was having both our performing
careers decimated by COVID, it was an enormous gift to have the time and the space to dissect and collaborate on this music in a much
deeper way than our busy pre-pandemic lives
might have allowed us.”
. Tickets for the concert may be purchased
online at: SolomonDiariesRSVP.

League of Women Voters Spring Luncheon
The League of Women Voters’ Annual Spring Luncheon will
be held Friday, April 29, 2022, from noon to 2:00pm at the Orienta
Beach Club, 1054 Walton Avenue, Mamaroneck.
Westchester County District Attorney Miriam E. Rocah will
be the guest speaker.
The Luncheon is sponsored by the League of Women Voters
of: Larchmont-Mamaroneck; New Rochelle; and Rye, Rye Brook,
Port Chester. League of Women VotersRye Brook and Port ChesterBrook & Port Chester, PO Box 194, Rye NY 10580.
The League of Women Voters nonpartisan political organization promotes political responsibility through the informed and
active participation of citizens in government.
For more information on the luncheon, write lwvryebpc@
gmail.com
Westchester County District Attorney
Mimi Rocah

March 2022 • Adar II 5782 • Page 6 •

www.westchesterjewishlife.com

County Executive Explains Crime Decreased
in Westchester
All crime is down double
Safety Commissioner Sheriff
digits in Westchester County,
Thomas Gleason said, “I want to
County Executive George Latthank County Executive Latimer
imer said. “It all comes down to
for his support of our brave men
good police work and community
and women and his support of
connections,” he noted on Februour approach to policing. Law
ary 23.
enforcement is part of the com“What you see in some
munity, and it is only when we
places around the state, crime
work together that we can sucincreasing – is not happening in
ceed.”
Westchester County. Crime is
“Our police are doing a recontinuing to drop, and I credit
markable job keeping Westchesall the brave men and women in
ter County safe. People move
uniform for this positive trend.”
here, and stay here, because
The Westchester County
Westchester County is safe.
Department of Public Safety
Crime is down – it’s been down,
Westchester County Executive George
compared January - September
and it will continue to be down.
Latimer
2017 vs. 2021 and saw a decrease
Together we will fight to keep
across the board.
our streets safe, ” Latimer added.
• Total Index crime has decreased 26.5 percent
County Public Safety credits the drop in crime
• Total violent crime has decreased 27.6 percent
to the work of the local municipalities, the collabo That includes murder, rape, robbery and agorative efforts at the Real Time Crime Center and
gravated assault.
community policing. The Westchester County Po• Total Property crimes have decreased 26.3 perlice Department operates a real-time crime center
cent
that includes automated license plate readers and
o That includes burglary, larceny and motor
artificial intelligence. The hub is where police colvehicle theft.
lect and analyze surveillance, intelligence and data
Source: DCJS, Uniform Crime Reporting File
from a number of sources in real-time. Every police
(as of 2/7/2022)
agency in Westchester County is represented at the
Westchester County Department of Public
Real Time Crime Center.

The Ground Glass 1st Annual Student
Photography Invitational

Countdown to Passover
The Purchase Free Library, 3093 Purchase Street, is
hosting a cooking program in
advance of Passover.
Countdown to Passover
will be held on Monday, April
4, at 1:00 pm. Join Chef Andrew
Wolverton, graduate of the Culinary Institute of America, as
he demonstrates how to prepare and serve matzo ball soup
to perfection. After the cooking lesson, stay and enjoy a hot
bowl of soup — “on the house.” This zoom and in person program is for adults.
Register for the event at www.purchasefreelibrary.org or call (914) 948-0550.
All library programs are free.

GALA CELEBRATION 2022
HONORING

MARK H. ALCOTT

Recipient of the Distinguished Leadership Award

May 12, 2022

SAVE THE DATE!
GALA CELEBRATION 2022
Join us as we honor

Mark H. Alcott

The 1st Annual Student Photography Invitational provides an opportunity for high school
students who live or attend school in Westchester County, NY, or Fairfield County, CT, to submit
work for potential inclusion in a photography
book and an online show curated by members of
The Ground Glass.
Honorable Mentions and Jurors’ Selections
will be seen on The Ground Glass and Rye Arts
Center media sites and included in a curated photography book. Jurors’ Selections will also be part
of a gallery show hosted by The Rye Arts Center
from May 18 to June 16, 2022. In addition, the photographers whose work is accepted for the gallery
show will be given a portfolio review by a member
of The Ground Glass. There is no fee to enter, all

photography styles are welcome.
Important Information and Dates:
The Student Photography Invitational Entry Form is located on the Ground Glass Website:
www.thegroundglass.org
Deadline for submission: April 1, 2022
Notification date: April 14, 2022
Exhibition dates: May 18 – June 16, 2022
About The Ground Glass:
The Ground Glass was founded in 1975 by
professional photographers. It is an independent
association dedicated to promoting the practice
and appreciation of fine photography in Westchester and Fairfield Counties.
Visit: www.thegroundglass.org for more information.
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at AJC’s biggest event of the year!
With featured speaker
MARK H. ALCOTT

David Harris, AJC CEO

DAVID HARRIS

Thursday, May 12 | 6:00 pm
THE OPUS WESTCHESTER

For more information, please contact Ortal Margalith, AJC Westchester/Fairfield Assistant Development Director at margalitho@ajc.org or call 914-948-5585.
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Mazel Tov

AJC Appoints Congressman
Ted Deutch as Next CEO
On February 28, American Jewish Committee (AJC) announced it has appointed Ted
Deutch, member of the United States House of
Representatives and lifelong Jewish and proIsrael activist, as the organization’s next Chief
Executive Officer, effective October 1, 2022.
Rep. Deutch was unanimously selected
by AJC’s 28-member Executive Council, the
organization’s most senior lay body, following an extensive national search for a successor to AJC CEO David Harris, who has led
the organization since 1990. Mr. Harris will
remain AJC CEO until Rep. Deutch assumes
the role, after which Mr. Harris will stay on as
a consultant for one year to assist in a seamless transition.
Currently serving his seventh term in Congress representing Broward and Palm Beach
Counties of South Florida, Rep. Deutch is
known for reaching across party lines to build
bipartisan consensus. He has been a champion
in Congress on issues of concern to the Jewish
community – most notably, combating antisemitism, supporting the State of Israel, and
countering the threats posed by Iran.
“We are very pleased to announce that
Ted Deutch will serve as AJC’s next CEO,” said
AJC President Harriet P. Schleifer. “Ted’s
deep and lifelong commitment to the Jewish
community, Israel, and to the protection of
democratic values is obvious to all who know
him. His shared passion for AJC’s mission
and vision makes him a natural fit to advance
our critical global work and to build on David
Harris’s extraordinary legacy.”
Rep. Deutch said, “I have worked closely
with AJC throughout my tenure in Congress
and I am deeply honored to have been chosen
to serve as the organization’s next CEO. For 116
years, AJC has worked to protect global Jewry,
strengthen Israel’s place in the community
of nations, and advance democratic values
around the world. I couldn’t be more excited
to passionately lead AJC at this critical moment in history and feel immensely privileged
to have the opportunity to build on the historic efforts and impact of David Harris, past
and present AJC leaders, and the entire team
at the organization, who are among the most
dedicated professionals in the Jewish world.”
“I am wholeheartedly committed to
furthering AJC’s non-partisan, centrist approach, and will be steadfast in my efforts
to advance the organization’s mission,” Rep.
Deutch continued, “AJC will continue to defend the global Jewish community whenever
and wherever it is threatened – in America,
Europe, Latin America, online, on campus,
at the United Nations. It will prepare Jewish
advocates to boldly and knowledgeably stand
against antisemitism and other bigotries.
And it will use the talent and power of in-

American Friends of the Israel Sport Center for the
Disabled Welcomes New Board Member
The American Friends
of the Israel Sport Center
for the Disabled (AFISCD) is
pleased to announce the appointment of Jeff Gerson to
its Board of Directors. Gerson was welcomed to the
board at AFISCD’s January
Board Meeting.
“We are so happy to
have Jeff on board,” said
AFISCD Board President
Lori Komisar. “Jeff brings a
wealth of experience to this
board, and will be a valuable
addition as we continue to
expand our reach on the east
coast.”
Jeff is the CEO and Co-

Founder of Capital Logistics
and is a well- respected leader in his community. He was
inspired to get involved with
AFISCD after meeting Asael
Shabo, a world-class wheelchair basketball athlete and
ISCD coach.
“I’m very excited to join
the AFISCD Board and to introduce the Center to more
people in the New York area,”
said Jeff. “I look forward to
working with the other board
members and AFISCD’s
staff.”
Currently, Jeff resides in
Scarsdale with his wife Lisa
and their three children.

Jeff Gerson

HHREC Board of Directors Member Appointed to Serve
as General Counsel of the Department of the U.S. Navy

Congressman Ted Deutch
novative leaders of all ages to defend Israel’s
rightful place in the world and expand the
opportunities to transform the Middle East
and the world under the Abraham Accords.”
AJC CEO David Harris said, “I’ve had the
pleasure of knowing and collaborating with
Congressman Ted Deutch for years. Apart
from being a mensch, he has demonstrated
time and again his enduring commitment to
the U.S.-Israel relationship, the well-being
of Jewish communities around the world,
the fight against rising antisemitism from a
multiplicity of sources, the danger of a nuclear Iran, the protection of democratic values and human dignity, the enhancement of
interfaith and interethnic relations, and the
importance of bipartisanship — all of which
are core priorities of AJC. I wish him every
success in his future at this amazing, one-ofkind global Jewish organization, and will do
everything possible to help ensure a smooth
transition.”
With 24 offices across the United States,
and 13 overseas, as well as partnerships with
37 Jewish community organizations worldwide, AJC is the leading global Jewish advocacy organization. From city halls to Capitol
Hill, at the UN and in world capitals, AJC
works to impact policy and opinion on the
most important issues facing the Jewish
people: fighting antisemitism and all forms
of hate, strengthening Israel’s place in the
world, and defending democratic values.
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John P. “Sean” Coffey has
been appointed by the U.S. Senate to become General Counsel of
the Department of the Navy. Mr.
Coffey was nominated as general
counsel by President Joe Biden
in August 2021. He is a retired
Navy captain and former federal
prosecutor. Mr. Coffey served on
the Board of Directors of White
Plains-based Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center.
“With admiration and in John P. “Sean” Coffey
friendship, our Board of Directors and staff wish the very best to Sean Coffey”
said Millie Jasper, Executive Director, Holocaust
& Human Rights Education Center. She added “
Sean has been a valuable member of the Board of
Directors for over 11 years, and although we will
miss his guidance and support, we know he will
make an outstanding contribution in service as
General Counsel of the Department of the Navy.”
A U.S. Naval Academy graduate, Mr. Coffey
served as an active-duty naval flight officer, hunt-

ing Soviet submarines during the
Cold War, and as a junior staff
officer at the Joint Chiefs of Staff
in the Pentagon, at which time he
entered the evening J.D. program
at Georgetown Law. While earning his law degree, he also served
as the personal military assistant
to Vice President George H.W.
Bush. He left active duty to pursue his legal career in New York
but remained in the Navy Reserve
for 18 years, retiring in 2004 at the
rank of captain. The Department
of the Navy Office of the General Counsel (OGC) has
more than 800 civilian lawyers in 140 offices and is
the second-largest civilian law department in the
federal government (DOJ is the largest).
“Sean has been a tremendous and longtime
board member. He has been a great resource for me
and our entire board” said Michael Gyory, Chairperson of the HHREC Board of Directors. “We are very
pleased to know he will be serving our country in this
new, important role. Our loss is the U.S. Navy’s gain.”

Hamantashen for Ukraine
Hamantashen for Ukraine is a show of bakery solidarity
for the people of Ukraine. Profits of sales are donated directly
by participating bakers to the Polish Humanitarian Action
(www.pah.org.pl/en/) to help them assist Ukrainian refugees
at the Polish border escaping the violence.
Hamantashen are a symbolic cookie for the holiday of
Purim - a time of reflection about destructive megalomaniacs and triumph of good over evil. Ukrainians are, in real
time, facing a modern-day Haman. To learn more, go to hamantashenforUkraine.com
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MyHeritage Adds Millions of Jewish Historical Records in Collaboration
with JewishGen

WJCS Among Those Receiving Grants from Claims
Conference to Support Holocaust Survivors

“We are delighted that a significant percentage of our historical records will now also
be available via MyHeritage,” said Avraham Groll,
Executive Director of JewishGen. “The collaboration with MyHeritage will help millions of people
across the world learn more about their Jewish
roots.”
MyHeritage is the leading global discovery
platform for exploring family history. With billions of historical records and family tree profiles,
and with sophisticated matching technologies
that work across all its assets, MyHeritage allows
users to discover their past and empower their
future. MyHeritage DNA is one of the world’s largest consumer DNA databases. MyHeritage is the
most popular DNA test and family history service
in Europe. Since 2020, MyHeritage is home to the
world’s most advanced AI technologies for animating, repairing, enhancing, and colorizing historical photos.www.myheritage.com
JewishGen was founded in 1987 and serves
as the global home for Jewish genealogy. Featuring
unparalleled access to more than 30 million re-

Gideon Taylor, President of
the Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany (Claims
Conference), announced the allocation of $720 million USD in funds
to more than 300 social welfare
organizations globally to support
home care and supportive services
for frail and vulnerable Holocaust
survivors.
Gideon Taylor, President of
the Claims Conference, said, “We
are proud to announce this significant allocation at a time when
these funds are critical, due to the
age, poverty and increasing disability of our waning survivor population, and as they also continue to Seth Diamond
face the ongoing uncertainty and
threat of COVID-19. We know these funds provide
vital support during these difficult times.”
In recent years, during negotiations with
the German government, the Claims Conference pressed the urgent need to increase home
care funding for Holocaust survivors both in the
United States and across the globe. The new allocations are distributed to social welfare organizations in regions where significant numbers of survivors live, to ensure vital services, such as home
care, medical care, emergency assistance and food
are available for Holocaust survivors in those regions. Funds for these vital services provide a critical lifeline to frail, elderly Holocaust survivors in
need around the world, enabling them to live out
their remaining days in the dignity that was stolen
from them in their youth.
Greg Schneider, Claims Conference Executive Vice President, said, “Survivors will be supported wherever they live, whether war-torn areas or conflict zones, and no matter the obstacle.
Whether in the face of the ongoing pandemic,
issues of inflation, or threat of war, we are committed to providing home care, food and medicine
to elderly poor Holocaust survivors. We will continue to fight for more year-after-year to ensure
every survivor has the care they deserve.”
These considerable funds constitute one
of the largest allocations from any grant-making
organization globally in one year and the largest

amount ever allocated for Claims
Conference in a single year. In 2021,
the Claims Conference distributed
$653 million USD in grants to over
300 social service agencies worldwide and this year the Claims Conference estimates that the funds,
through the grants and partner
organizations, will reach approximately 120,000 survivors.
Among the organizations in
the United States to receive grants
is Westchester Jewish Community
Services (WJCS), one of the largest
not-for-profit human service agencies in Westchester County. The
funds allow WJCS to provide vitally important services to Holocaust
survivors in Westchester.
“We are grateful to the Claims Conference for
their tireless efforts to obtain these much- needed
additional resources,” said WJCS CEO Seth Diamond. “WJCS is honored to serve Holocaust survivors in Westchester, and we know these past two
years have been very difficult for survivors. These
additional funds will allow us to help make the
next years healthier and more meaningful for the
survivors we serve.”
Mark Sisisky, President of the American
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), said,
“I cannot overstate how critical these lifesaving
funds from the Claims Conference are to ensure
the well-being of survivors in the former Soviet
Union. As we see in Ukraine, and throughout the
region, crisis can erupt at a moment’s notice and
increase the plight and needs of survivors and
other elderly. The services we provide them in
partnership with the Claims Conference are a
literal lifeline of care, dignity, and hope for better days.”
Representatives from 23 major Jewish organizations founded the Conference on Jewish
Material Claims Against Germany (Claims Conference) in 1951 in response to the West German
government’s promise to make “material amends”
to Jewish survivors of the Holocaust. The Claims
Conference represents world Jewry in negotiating
for compensation and restitution for Jewish survivors of the Holocaust and their heirs.

To be eligible for a grant, the organization’s
primary location must be in Westchester County.
The organization must be currently open with
plans to stay open, or temporarily closed with
plans to reopen in 2022.
Organizations who received funding from
the federal government through the Paycheck
Protection Program (PPP) or the Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) are eligible to apply but
the use of the 2022 Business FIRST grant funds
should not duplicate purposes. Organizations
who received a Business FIRST Grant in 2020
from Westchester County are not eligible for this
grant opportunity, nor are organizations who received or will receive a Shuttered Venue Operators Grant from the SBA.
The Westchester County Business FIRST
grant program is being administered by the West-

chester County Office of Economic Development
through the American Rescue Plan.
For more information on the application
process, visit https://westchestercatalyst.com/
business-first-programs/grants/.
Westchester County Business FIRST: Financial Investments for Recovery and a Sustainable
Tomorrow is a grant program designed to offer
immediate financial relief to small businesses and
nonprofits in Westchester County that have been
negatively impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic
The Westchester County Office of Economic
Development works to improve the County’s economic well-being and quality of life. This includes
a broad range of activities to attract, create and retain jobs, and to foster a resilient, pro-growth and
inclusive economy. For information, visit https://
westchestercatalyst.com/.

continued from page 4

cords, it offers unique search tools, along with opportunities for researchers to connect with others
who share similar interests. There is no charge to
access JewishGen’s resources. JewishGen is an affiliate of the Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust. For more information,
visit: www.jewishgen.org
The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living
Memorial to the Holocaust is New York’s contribution to the global responsibility to never forget.
The Museum is committed to the crucial mission
of educating diverse visitors about Jewish life before, during, and after the Holocaust. The thirdlargest Holocaust museum in the world and the
second-largest in North America, the Museum
of Jewish Heritage anchors the southernmost
tip of Manhattan, completing the cultural and
educational landscape it shares with the Statue
of Liberty and Ellis Island. The Museum receives
general operating support from the New York
City Department of Cultural Affairs and New York
State Council on the Arts. For more information,
visit mjhnyc.org.

Funding Available to Support Nonprofits and Religious
Organizations Impacted by Pandemic

The Westchester County Office of Economic
Development is now accepting applications for
the 2022 Westchester County Business FIRST
grant program. This year’s grant program will
provide up to $17 million to support nonprofits
and religious organizations facing challenges as
a result of the COVID-19 crisis. Applications will
be accepted online starting February 22 and the
application period will remain open for about four
weeks.
Westchester County Executive George Latimer said, “Our nonprofits and religious organizations have been a vital resource to the communities they support throughout the duration of the
pandemic. This round of grant funding is an investment in organizations that are critical to our
residents and in need of financial relief.”
Westchester County Director of Economic
Development Bridget Gibbons said, “Westchester County’s nonprofits and religious organizations play an important role in our community
and our economy. Many of these organizations
have faced an increased demand for services, significant costs for personal protective equipment
(PPE), loss of funding and other pandemic-related challenges that have impacted their operating

costs and income. This grant funding will help
to cover some of their expenses as they continue
providing invaluable services throughout our
communities.”
Westchester County Business FIRST: Financial Investments for Recovery and a Sustainable
Tomorrow provides immediate financial relief to
organizations in Westchester County that have
been negatively impacted by the pandemic. This
round of funding will provide qualifying nonprofits and religious organizations with grants of up to
$45,000. Grants will be provided on a reimbursable basis only and recipients must provide receipts to Community Capital before any funds will
be disbursed.
The County is offering technical assistance
to help nonprofit and religious organizations with
the application process. The goal is to ensure that
the process to complete the application and submit it, along with the required documentation,
isn’t a barrier to potential applicants. To facilitate
this a number of experienced nonprofits will be
providing support, led by Jan Fisher, Executive
Director of Nonprofit Westchester. Organizations
needing help applying for a grant can email Business-FIRST@westchestergov.com.
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Join us for Passover
in

Westchester Jewish Life
Material Deadline: March 21, 2022
Publishing Date: April 6, 2022

Contact hp@shorelinepub.com to reserve space

Business Cards

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail us your Business Card and Full Payment and we’ll take care of the rest. Mail to:
Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, Pelham, N.Y. 10803

Classifieds

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $110.00 for 4
lines. Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to: Shoreline
Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, instruments,
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.
CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s,
diabetes, poststroke care etc., Seeks FT job as Caregiver. Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.
GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for details.
TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment? Experiencing loneliness or memory loss?
Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually. Songs from the 40’s, 50’s,
60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening. Contact Josh at 914-391-2867.
IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion. Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.
RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from Awning
Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing
GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including: Kitchens,
Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel free to contact us for a no
obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports,
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated area at Cedar
Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at lpjcoffice@optonline.net
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Op Ed: No Hate In Our States Means Rejecting Putin’s Outrageous “Denazification” Propaganda

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, DIRECTOR, AJC WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD

As I write this, no one can predict the outcome of Russia’s unprovoked, illegal invasion of
Ukraine. Over one million Ukrainian refugees
have fled to other countries seeking safe haven
from Vladimir Putin’s unwarranted onslaught
against Ukraine, with numbers expected to rise
dramatically.
We must be clear: Putin’s ludicrous excuse
of “denazification” was seemingly borrowed from
the pages of Nazi propaganda of “the Big Lie” itself
and must be resoundingly denounced.
And while Putin has been roundly excoriated, it is incumbent upon us all to clearly reject
his words and actions. We must counter the lies
by Putin and Russia’s social media bots spreading
misinformation about the basis for the invasion
and false use of Holocaust terminology.
It is not Ukraine, led by a democratically

elected Jewish president that needs to be “de-nazified”, it’s Russia, and its tyrannical leader who is
using the Nazi playbook for war. Putin’s attack at
Babyn Yar, where Nazi Germans mass-murdered
more than 100,000 people, primarily Jews, is the
site where for decades the Soviets refused to erect
a proper memorial to honor the victims. The attack is an affront to the victims’ blessed memories
and demonstrates Putin’s disregard for the site’s
sanctity in stark relief.
Ukraine today is a different country than
it once was, and its voters – overwhelmingly
non-Jewish – freely and openly elected a Jewish
president. If any “denazification” is necessary,
it must begin in Moscow. Yes, from 1941-1945,
the Russians were essential to the defeat of Nazi
Germany. But Putin’s actions are straight from
Hitler’s in 1938-39: fake history, distraction, and
aggression.
Russia’s war against Ukraine threatens global
and regional political stability, with far-reaching
implications. Left unchecked, Russia’s belligerence paves the way for other bad actors such as
North Korea, China, and Iran. To be sure, Iran’s
leaders are carefully monitoring global responses
to Russia.
And while no one can comprehend the impact of so many refugees and the horrific loss of
life and destruction, one YouTube video is seared
in my mind’s eye: a young Ukrainian rabbi in tears
in his Odessa synagogue. He cries that the threat

Domestic Violence: Myths and Realities

According to the NY State Division of Criminal Justice Services, there were 1,724 domestic
violence crimes reported in Westchester County
in 2020. Each year, 3-4 million children and adolescents witness violence in their homes. Exposure to domestic violence affects children’s emotional development, social functioning, ability to
focus and learn in school, moral development, and
ability to cultivate healthy relationships in adolescence and adulthood.
While most of us recognize how devastatingly dangerous domestic violence is, both physically
and emotionally, few of us are as knowledgeable
as we should be about this vitally important social
problem. Here are some common misconceptions
about domestic violence...and the reality:
1. Myth: Most people report instances of domestic violence to the police.
Reality: Half of abused women do not tell the
police, according to the U.S. Department of Justice’s Bureau of Justice Statistics.
2. Myth: Acts of domestic violence are generally physical or sexual.
Reality: Any pattern of coercive behavior—
whether it’s physical, sexual, economic, emotional, and or psychological abuse—exerted by one
family member or intimate partner over another
in an attempt to establish or maintain power and
control constitutes domestic violence.
3. Myth: People who suffer from domestic
violence recognize that they are being battered.
Reality: A victim of domestic abuse may not
identify family violence (physical or emotional) as
domestic violence. This is especially true if there
is no physical injury.
4. Myth: All cases of domestic violence are

committed by men against women.
Reality: 83% of all domestic violence cases
involve women being battered by men. 17% of domestic violence acts are committed by women.
Domestic violence also happens in same sex couples and among teenagers.
5. Myth: People who suffer from domestic
violence always want to leave the person committing the violence.
Reality: People who are victims of domestic
violence are often protective of the abuser, blame
themselves for “relationship problems,” and minimize and rationalize the abusive behavior.
If you or someone you know in Westchester
is a victim of domestic violence, please contact the
WJCS Trager Lemp Center for Treating Trauma
& Promoting Resilience. To learn about our programs and services, go to: https://www.wjcs.com/
services/mental-health/trager-lemp-center/
WJCS’ Margaret’s Place program, offered in
partnership with the Joe Torre Safe At Home Foundation, provides middle and high school students
a safe room at school where they can talk to each
other and to a professional social worker trained
in domestic violence intervention and prevention.
Core components of the program include individual
and group counseling, prevention curriculum in
classrooms, peer leadership groups and staff, parent
and community workshops. The non-threatening
environment has proven to be an effective setting in
which to promote discussion of issues surrounding
violence, while also offering peer support and education. Margaret’s Place is available at White Plains
HS, Peekskill MS, and Cross Hill Academy (Yonkers).
To learn more about WJCS programs and services, go to https://wjcs.com.
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is too great for the Jewish community to stay, fervently hoping for the day when the Jewish community will return to pray in peace.
We must do more than post Ukrainian flags
on social media; we need meaningful action now.
The U.S. Congress must lead our allies in a unified
response to Putin and force him to stand down.
We pray for the well-being of Ukrainians
seeking safety from harm’s way and should be
proud that Jewish and Israeli NGO’s mobilized
immediately to provide safe passage, medical
care, and support for Ukrainian refugees of all
backgrounds and religions. AJC (American Jewish Committee) launched an emergency support
campaign, with 100% of donations directly going
to help on the ground in Ukraine.

In 1991, AJC was the first Jewish organization to publicly support Ukraine’s independence,
the first to urge the U.S. Administration to recognize Ukraine’s independence, and the only one to
establish a temporary solidarity office in Kyiv during the Maidan Revolution. We are a proud partner of the Jewish Confederation of Ukraine, working with Jewish communal leadership to support
the community.
We proudly #StandWithUkraine, and together, must continue to declare zero tolerance
for misappropriation of Holocaust terminology
and imagery at every turn.
Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fairfield regional director. To learn more: westchester@ajc.org.

Do It Yourself Wills, Not Such a Good Idea

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

It has been reported that Abraham Lincoln
once said, “If you are your own lawyer, you have a
fool for a client.” Yet, a lot of time has passed since
Honest Abe spoke those profound words and in
today’s times it is not uncommon for someone to
try to prepare their own estate planning documents without the help of an estate planning lawyer. After all, it’s pretty easy to find some forms
on the internet, fill them out and perhaps save a
few bucks by not working with an estate planning
lawyer, right? Be careful. There is a lot more to
estate planning than filling out some forms and it
is fairly easy to make mistakes. While lawyers also
make mistakes, of course, they are trained and
paid to anticipate most of the kinds of issues that
might arise. Untrained individuals may not have
the skill or luck to foresee problems.
Consider Judy, who decided to write her own
will. She went on the internet and printed out an
online form for a will. In the middle of the form
was a big open space with the language:
“I direct that after payment of all my just
debts, my property be bequeathed in the manner
following:”
Below that awkward introductory sentence,
on the lines in the form, Judy wrote in:
“To my sister Sarah, my Bank Checking and
Savings Account, my house at 246 Broad Street
and its contents, my 2018 Ford Truck and my
Friendly Investments IRA. If Sarah dies before me,
I leave all listed to my brother Mark.”
Judy completed the form, signed it, had it
witnessed by two people and had the entire document notarized. She felt pleased that she had accomplished this task efficiently and inexpensively.
Do you already see what was wrong with
Judy’s will? If you are a lawyer, you probably do —
but you might not if you are not a lawyer.
Three years later, Sarah died — before her
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sister, and before Judy’s will could leave anything
to her. In fact, Sarah left her own home and bank
account to Judy. Judy took the $130,000 she inherited from her sister and opened a new brokerage
account at Friendly Investments (the same brokerage firm where her IRA was located). Then, two
years after Sarah’s death, Judy died.
Judy’s brother Mark did survive her. So did
the two daughters of her other, deceased brother
John. So, who inherits what?
The family could not agree, and the case
went to court. The probate judge decided that
Judy intended to leave everything to her brother
Mark and ordered that her nieces would receive
nothing. The nieces were upset and appealed to
a higher court. The higher court ruled that Judy
had died without a complete will, and that her
nieces would receive a share of the undesignated
part of her estate — the home and account she
had inherited from her sister Sarah. Mark was
not happy, so he appealed to the highest court in
the state, which ultimately decided that the nieces
were entitled to something. Her nieces received
a share — a small share, to be sure — of her estate. Who knows if this is even what Judy would
have wanted? Only Judy could have answered that
question; unfortunately, she is dead.
Now you can easily see what was wrong
with Judy’s will. She did not include a “residuary
clause” providing for assets not listed in her will. If
she had added a few short words to the end of the
dispositive language she could have provided for
distribution of “all the remaining assets I might
own” or something similar.
Even if you think your estate is small, and
you want a “simple” will, you should see a lawyer.
Ultimately, Judy’s estate would have saved a lot of
legal fees for the very modest cost of a lawyer at
the outset — and what she wanted could actually
have happened.
Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the American College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr.
Krooks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.
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