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18 Local Clergy Visit Israel on Interfaith Mission
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

A significant trip to Israel was undertaken 
by 18 Westchester clergy on May 14-20, 2022, en-
compassing Pastor Kiril Angelov; Rabbis Jeffery 
Arnowitz, Jonathan Blake; Reverend Jen Brown; 
Priest Yamily Bass-Choate; Rabbi Menachem 
Creditor; Reverend Tim Dalton; Elliot Forch-
heimer; Rabbis Howard Goldsmith, Daniel Grop-
per, Evan Hoffman; Senior Minister Martha Ja-
cobs; Rabbi Jonathan Jaffe; Elder Mark McLean; 
Rabbis David Schuck, Jay Stein; Tali Strom; Pastor 
Lee Trollinger; Rabbi Annie Tucker and Rector 
Kevin Veitinger.

“It was an interfaith mission to Israel,” 
Temple Israel Center, White Plains Rabbi Annie 
Tucker stated. “The focus of the trip was really on 
creating relationships, getting to know each other 
so that the relationships we created in Israel could 
be brought back to our local community to  create 
greater unity.

“A lot of our trip to Israel was visiting holy 
sites of all three faith traditions.  We went to 

the Kotel, Church of the Nativity, 
Church of the Holy Sepulcher and 
Al-Aqsa Mosque at the Dome of the 
Rock.  Another focus of the trip was 
learning and hearing the different 
voices in Israel.

“We went to the Lebanon bor-
der and heard from a retired Army 
Colonel about security issues in Is-
rael and in Bethlehem, heard from a 
Palestinian living there about what 
it is like being behind the Security 
Wall. We visited Yad Vashem, the 
legacy of the Holocaust.” 

“A special highlight was being 
in Israel for Lag B’omer,” CEO Of 
Westchester Jewish Council,  Elliot 
Forchheimer noted. “Experienc-
ing the joy and festive mood of the 
country and seeing so many bon-
fires made for a special evening/day.
Meeting and learning with faith-

continued on page 4

Ambassador/Israeli Consul General Asaf Zamir Welcomed in Scarsdale
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Arlene Kleinberg, UJA Westchester Cam-
paign Chair and Westchester Jewish Council 
(WJC) Board Member, welcomed new Ambas-
sador/Israeli Consul General in New York Asaf 
Zamir to his first official visit to the Westchester 
community at Young Israel of Scarsdale (YIS) on 
Monday, May 23, 2002.  Also present was YIS Rab-
bi Jonathan Morgenstern, WJC President William 
Schrag and WJC CEO Elliot Forchheimer.

Kleinberg noted that Forchheimer recently 
returned from a UJA Westchester/WJC interfaith 
mission to Israel with 18 Westchester clergy, Rab-
bis, priests and ministers who spent time learning 
and experiencing Israel together.  “In Ukraine, 
UJA has provided more than $13 million dollars 
emergency funding food, medical supplies and 
transportation. So far more than 19,000 Ukraini-
an and Russian Jews have chosen to make Aliyah.”

Rabbi Morgenstern recounted giving out 
Israeli flags to Ukrainian refugees at the Nova-

tel Hotel in Warsaw before they boarded buses 
to the airport for the El Al flight to Israel. “These 
teenagers were sitting in their living rooms three 

weeks earlier, playing X-Box, living their 
lives in Ukraine that had been there for 
generations, many of them children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren of 
Holocaust survivors.  Their apartment no 
longer exists.”

Schrag introduced Zamir who began, 
“When Israel had the support of the Unit-
ed States, it was bipartisan. It does not ex-
ist anymore. We are so divided politically.  
We have serious challenges, enemies on 
the Far Left and Far Right. An alarming 
number of young Jews don’t have a strong 
understanding of how Israel is important 
to future generations. 

“It is disheartening to see violence 
from the Left and Right, What can we do 
to combat anti-Semitism on college in-
ternets?  We need to reach the hearts and 

minds of children,” Zamir stressed.
Born August 31,1980 in Ganei Yehuda, Israel,  

Zamir served as Deputy Mayor of Tel Aviv from 

Young Israel of Scarsdale Rabbi Jonathan Morgenstern (left) and Israeli 
Ambassador/Consul General of NY Asaf Zamir.

2008 until 2013 and Acting Mayor in charge of 
education from 2013 to 2018.  Elected to the Knes-
set in 2019 representing the Blue and White party, 
he served until 2021 and was Minister of Tourism 
from May to October 2020.

Left to right: Audrey Stein, Regional Director, UJA Westchester; 
Arlene Kleinberg, UJA Westchester Campaign Chair; 
Westchester Jewish Council CEO Elliot Forchheimer.
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Attention Jewish High School 
Student Leaders

LFT (Leaders for Tomorrow), 
AJC’s innovative education 
program for high school 
students, is designed to 
empower Jewish student 
leaders to advocate on behalf 
of the Jewish people and 
Israel.

AJC LFT instills in teens the 
knowledge, confidence, and 
passion to serve as positive 
change-makers among their 
peers, in their communities, 
and beyond.

AJC LFT students meet once 
a month for seven months 
beginning in October 2022.

These interactive, student- 
centered sessions offer the 
opportunity to learn about 
and unpack the most 
pressing issues affecting 
today’s Jewish teens. 

Community service credit can 
be provided for interested 
students.

Interested students should submit an online application no later than 
June 30, 2022 at https://ajc.org/lftinfo
For more information, contact Ortal Margalith: margalitho@ajc.org

Fifth Avenue Turns Blue and White for Israel Parade
On May 22, Fifth Avenue sparkled in blue 

and white for the Celebrate Israel Parade, the 
world’s largest demonstration of support for the 
Jewish state. The event was produced by UJA-Fed-
eration of New York, the Jewish Community Rela-
tions Council (JCRC) of New York and the Consul-
ate General of Israel in New York.

This year’s parade featured the theme “To-
gether Again — Kulanu B’Yachad” (in Hebrew: 
we’re all together) celebrating the parade’s return 
following a two-year hiatus due to the pandemic. 

“We are delighted to be able to come to-
gether once again in what is the largest public 
demonstration of support for Israel in the world. 
Particularly now - with rising antisemitism and 
anti-Zionism in our backyard, and an alarming 
recent increase in terror attacks in Israel - it is 

more important than ever to show our proud and 
public support for the state of Israel,” said Eric S. 
Goldstein, CEO of UJA-Federation of New York.

The Celebrate Israel Parade drew thousands 
of people that cheered marchers, bands and floats 
proceeding up Fifth Avenue from 57th to 74th 
streets. 

New York dignitaries included Governor 
Kathy Hochul, Mayor Eric Adams, NYS Attorney 
General Letitia James, Rep. Jerrold Nadler (D-NY), 
Rep. Lee Zeldin (R-NY), Rep. Yvette Clark (D-NY), 
Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), Rep. Tom Suozzi 
(D-NY), Rep. A. Espaillat (D-NY) and Rep. Ritchie 
Torres (D-NY).

Israeli dignitaries included Defense Minister 
Benny Gantz, Diaspora Affairs Minister Nachman 
Shai, Aliyah and Minister of Immigrant Absorp-

tion Affairs Pnina Tamano-Shata, Knesset mem-
bers Ofir Akunis, Gilad Kariv and Gila Gamliel, 
United Nations Ambassador Gilad Erdan and Con-
sul General Asaf Zamir.

With 60 of the top names in the American 
religious Zionist com-
munity in tow, the 
Orthodox Israel Coali-
tion (OIC) debuted its 
first-ever unified float 
on Fifth Avenue for 
the Parade.

The OIC is a 
broad-based group 
of the ten major 
m o d e r n - O r t h o d o x 
organizations in the 
United States that 
transformed the land-
scape of the ‘Parlia-
ment of the Jewish 
People’ after placing 
second in the 2020 
World Zionist Con-
gress elections. For 
the first time in history, delegates representing the 
Orthodox community would make up more than 
a third of the overall congress, and their historic 
victory uniquely positioned the group to advance 
religious Zionism through Israel’s national insti-

tutions. The group includes the Religious 
Zionists of America-Mizrachi (RZA), AMIT, 
the Orthodox Union (OU), Yeshiva University 
(YU), Touro College, Bnei Akiva, Torah MiTzi-
on, National Council of Young Israel (NCYI), 
Rabbinical Council of America and Russian 
American Jewish Experience (RAJE). 

“For the first time in our 120-year his-
tory, the North American religious Zionist 
organizations are operating as one collec-
tive voice, allowing us to create the roadmap 
that will guide the next generation of Jewish 
leaders,” said RZA Executive Vice President 
Rabbi Ari Rockoff. “Our unified representa-
tion here today in celebration of Eretz Yisra-
el highlights the bright future that exists for 
the American religious Zionist movement.” 

Notable representatives across OIC 
organizations on the float included Rav 
Doron Perez, CEO of World Mizrachi; Roi 
Abecassis, World Mizrachi’s head of spiri-
tual services; Ohad Tal, World Bnei Akiva’s 

secretary general; Rabbi Ari Rockoff, executive 
vice president of the RZA; Dr. Moshe Socol, dean 
of Touro University; Chanah Shields, AMIT board 
member; Harvey Blitz, chairman of World Miz-

rachi; Rabbi David Warshaw, president of NCYI; 
Rabbi Josh Joseph, executive vice president of the 
OU; Rabbi Yosef Blau, Mashgiach of YU and RIETS 
as well as president emeritus of the RZA and Rab-
bi Aryeh Katzin, executive director of RAJE.
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Board of Legislators Celebrates Jewish American Heritage Month
On Monday, May 9, the Westchester County 

Board of Legislators and Westchester Jewish Council 
(WJC) celebrated Jewish-American Heritage Month 
with a virtual ceremony lauding AJC Westchester/
Fairfield and Rabbi Howard Goldsmith of Congrega-
tion Emanu-El of Westchester for their important 
community work and notable efforts on behalf of the 
people of Ukraine.

The program began with a moving invocation by 
Rabbi Howard Goldsmith. 

Board Chair Catherine Borgia (D – Briarcliff Man-
or, Cortlandt, Croton, Ossining, Peekskill) presented 
the night’s first proclamation to AJC Westchester/Fair-
field, which had been nominated by WJC.

AJC (American Jewish Committee) is the leading 
global Jewish advocacy organization. Established in 
1906, it works to impact policy and opinion on critical 
issues facing the Jewish people. AJC Westchester/Fair-
field connects the local community with AJC’s global 
advocacy work by providing over 140 educational pro-
grams and advocacy initiatives each year.

In her presentation, Borgia said, “With CEO Da-
vid Harris at the helm, AJC is at the forefront of current 
relief efforts in Ukraine such as donating and deliver-
ing necessary supplies, flying 141 Ukrainian Jews to 
Israel, and funding generous grants for refugee assis-
tance … Locally, AJC Westchester/Fairfield, organized 
the March 18th “community of conscience” multi-faith 
prayer service in White Plains, along with WJC and 
the Westchester Human Rights Commission. The pro-

gram included faith leaders and elected officials from 
across Westchester County to support the people of 
Ukraine.

“For all of the important work that AJC West-
chester/Fairfield does here in the community every 
day, and with special commendation this year for their 
advocacy on behalf of the people of Ukraine, we pres-
ent this proclamation.”

In his acceptance video, David Harris reflected on 
his happy years spent raising his family and involved 
with the Jewish community in Westchester County. 
He thanked the Board and WJC for the recognition and 
said, “We are meeting at a time when the world is in 
flux. In particular, so much of AJC’s focus is on Ukraine 
and that includes our operation here in Westchester … 

the American Jewish Committee, consistent with our 
core values of defending democracy and human dig-
nity will continue to stand with Ukraine until there is 
victory.”

The Board declared May 10, 2022 “AJC Westches-
ter/Fairfield Day” in Westchester County.

On behalf of Vice Chair Nancy Barr (D - Harrison, 
Rye Brook, Port Chester) who was not able to shoot the 
presentation video, Legislator Erika Pierce (D - Bedford, 
Lewisboro, Mt. Kisco, North Salem, Pound Ridge, Somers) 
presented a proclamation honoring Rabbi Howard Gold-
smith of Congregation Emanu-El of Westchester, and 
President of the Westchester Board of Rabbis.

She said, “I have had the pleasure of knowing 
Rabbi Goldsmith for several years, and I know him to 

be intelligent, thoughtful, compassionate, and a dy-
namic leader who excels at bringing people together …
he brings progressive values to his Rabbinic role, where 
he embraces diversity and inclusion.

Rabbi Goldsmith is the President of the West-
chester Board of Rabbis, and in this role, he has felt 
compelled to assist the Ukrainian people, as they 
endure the horrors of war. In cooperation with reli-
gious and secular leaders across the County and in 
partnership with other Jewish organizations like WJC 
and AJC, Rabbi Goldsmith has helped to mobilize the 
community to organize supply drives, raise funds for 
refugees, and lobby for generous refugee resettlement, 
as well as military support for Ukraine.  Rabbi Gold-
smith’s commitment to helping those in need, and ris-
ing to the occasion when a crisis hits, exemplifies the 
concept of Tikkun Olam -- repairing our world.”

Rabbi Goldsmith accepted the honor with these 
words, “Serving as the President of the Westchester 
Board of Rabbis has been one of the greatest honors 
of my rabbinate …The role has allowed me to partici-
pate meaningfully in Westchester civic life, represent-
ing the Jewish community at a wide variety of official 
events. These events, together with my service as a 
chaplain for the Westchester County Police Depart-
ment, have allowed me to bring the Jewish spirit of 
Tikkun Olam to the important work done by those in 
government service and law enforcement.”

The Board declared May 11, 2022 “Rabbi Howard 
Goldsmith Day” in the County of Westchester.
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based leaders from throughout Israel, touring 
the various quarters of the Old City of Jerusalem, 
hearing personal teachings of each of the clergy 
on the trip and Machane Yehuda/Shuk food tour 
has made this a week to remember.”

“The mission to Israel was truly a Pilgrimage, 
in the original sense of the word,” Beth El Syna-
gogue Center, Rabbi Shuck added.  “Our Christian 
brothers and sisters had an opportunity to visit 
places that are holy in their religious traditions. 

We shared ours with them as well.  We prayed to-
gether, had heart-stopping conversations about 
our respective faiths, we talked about our strug-
gles as religious leaders, and of course, the rab-
bis were able to share our deep love of the State 
of Israel.

“And now, we are dreaming about ways that 
the faith communities of Westchester can unite 
to be a source of hope in our country during this 
challenging time in the world.”

18 Westchester Clergy Visit Israel on Interfaith Mission
continued from page 1

Birthright Israel Excel Selects Local Students for Prestigious Fellowship
Birthright Israel Excel selected 60 ex-

traordinary college students worldwide for 
its prestigious Fellowship in business and 
technology, which will run in Israel for 10 
weeks beginning on June 7. Forty partici-
pants are from the United States, including 
local residents Samuel Goldman from Bed-
ford, Nathan Swidler from Briarcliff Man-
or, James Hefter from Purchase and Skylar 
Iosepovici from Hudson, New York, while 
20 come from Argentina, Brazil, Canada, 
Ecuador, France, Mexico, South Africa, 
Spain and the United Kingdom. Thirteen 
of them will be visiting Israel for the first 
time. 

Since 2011, the Birthright Israel Excel 
Fellowship has cultivated the next genera-
tion of Jewish business leaders. Each year the fel-
lowship carefully selects top students from hun-
dreds of applicants for summer internships with 
leading business and tech companies in Tel Aviv.

This year’s cohort features an equal num-
ber of women and men and the most first-time 
visitors to Israel. Their internships will be in such 
areas as environmental sustainability, software 
development, consulting, finance, venture capi-
tal, engineering, marketing, cybertech, biotech, 
business development and startup development.

“We can’t wait to introduce the 2022 Excel 
fellows to the diversity of Israeli people and the 
highly developed technology culture,” said Idit 
Rubin, executive director of Birthright Israel Ex-
cel. “This program enriches Jewish college stu-

dents’ lives through in-depth exposure to Israel 
by working in their fields of interest and gaining 
unique perspectives from some of the country’s 
most successful business leaders.”

The Birthright Israel Excel Fellowship in-
volve interning each Israeli workweek, Sunday 
through Thursday. They include hands-on work 
experience and an evening series of fascinating 
speakers from across Israeli society.

A core component is the one-on-one pair-
ing between each Excel fellow and an Israeli, en-
abling the foreigners to acclimate quickly to the 
local culture and see the country through a more 
authentic lens than as typical tourists. Many peer-
to-peer relationships grow into long-term friend-
ships. Some have invested in each other’s business 

James Hefter from Purchase                          Samuel Goldman from Bedford                   Nathan Swidler from Briarcliff Manor             Skylar Iosepovici from Hudson

ventures. 
Birthright Israel Excel fellows enjoy free time 

to explore Israel with their peers, and three week-
end trips as a group bring them throughout the 
country: the north, typically including the Golan 
Heights, a winery tour and a rafting trip down the 
Jordan River; Jerusalem, including the Western 
Wall and the Machne Yehuda outdoor market; and 
the south, for a desert trek, a mud bath in the Dead 
Sea and a sunrise hike on Masada.

After their return home, the Excel fellows en-
ter a network that provides resources for profes-
sional and personal development, Israel engage-
ment and encouraging them as philanthropists.

“Birthright Israel’s Excel is the Jewish world’s 
most prestigious program. I’m proud that our par-

ticipants proceed to become successful leaders 
in their Jewish communities and in Israel. They 
will also inevitably strengthen the Israel-Diaspora 
relationship,” said Gidi Mark, CEO of Birthright 
Israel.

Birthright Israel Excel fellows have gone on 
to positions at top-tier companies, such as J.P. 
Morgan Chase, Bain & Company and Google. Oth-
ers have developed strategic partnerships with Is-
raeli companies and started their own companies, 
often hiring other fellows.

Birthright Israel is a program that since 
1999 has brought more than 750,000 young Jew-
ish adults on ten-day visits to Israel to introduce 
them to the country’s ancient roots and modern 
wonders.

 
 County Executive Signs Anti-Hate Bill

Following an increase in incidents 
meant to intimidate, harass, or other-
wise show a bias toward a certain group, 
Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer signed legislation requiring 
local police departments to report all 
perceived incidents in an attempt to 
track, and combat, these heinous acts. 
Currently, federal and state laws do not 
address the overwhelming majority of 
serious hate incidents, which do not sat-
isfy the elements of a crime but are mo-
tivated by a person’s actual or perceived 
membership in a protected class.

Latimer said, “Here in Westches-
ter, we are proud of our differences – for 
it’s our diversity which gives us our strength. This legis-
lation comes at a time when incidents meant to divide 
us seem to be happening at an alarming rate. To better 
understand what we can do to deter them, we must have 
accurate data to understand where and when they are 
happening. I thank our County Police, the various mu-
nicipal police departments in Westchester, the Board 
of Legislators and our Human Rights Commission for 
their efforts on this front.”

This new law will require all local police depart-
ments to not only report all bias-related crimes, but bias-
related incidents whether a crime has been committed 
or not, to the Commissioner of Public Safety. Additional-
ly, the law requires the Commissioner of Public Safety to 
notify the Executive Director of the Westchester County 
Human Rights Commission of any incident, which, 
although may not be criminal, is or appears to be moti-
vated by a person’s membership in a protected class.

Department of Public Safety Commissioner 

Thomas A. Gleason said, “The development of the Real 
Time Crime Center has enabled the Westchester law 
enforcement community to collaborate and share in-
formation more quickly and effectively than ever before. 
The addition of a central data base of bias crimes and 
bias-related incidents will be invaluable to any depart-
ment investigating an incident in their community. 
The Department of Public Safety has designated a Hate 
Crimes Liaison Officer to coordinate the sharing of this 
information throughout the County.”

Human Rights Commission Executive Director 
Tejash Sanchala said, “Reporting hate incidents is criti-
cal. History teaches us that when hate incidents go un-
checked, hate crimes may follow. Unchecked hate can 
breed violence. It is critical to report an incident before 
it escalates to a crime particularly a violent crime.  This 
amendment will assist the Commission to see any pat-
terns in the County and it will help inform its education 

continued on page 10
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Rachel Russo Relationships − a boutique 
matchmaking business − is seeking single male 
and female professionals for complimentary 
introductions to current clients in Westchester 
and NYC tri-state area.

To be considered, fill out a confidential 
profile at www.RachelRusso.com or email 
Rachel@RachelRusso.com for more information.

Start your journey to happily ever after...

On Shavuot: Gun Violence Awareness Day Participants do ‘Chalk Over Hate’
To fight the hate 

underlying mass 
shootings, hundreds 
took to the streets of 
America armed only 
with chalk. The cam-
paign – ‘Chalk Over 
Hate’ – launched on 
the eve of Shavuot 
and on the National 
Day of Gun Violence 
Awareness, Friday 
June 3rd, and was or-
ganized by the Israeli 
non-profit, Artists 4 
Israel. Over 900 par-
ticipants across the 
country and locally at 
the JCC of Mid- West-
chester, have committed to transform sidewalks 
across America.

World famous pavement artists Anat Ronen 
and Chelsea Ritter-Soronen created two murals 
in DC in front of the the Edlavitch Jewish Com-
munity Center [1529 16th St. NW, Washington DC] 
on Wednesday and Thursday evenings before an 
official unveiling on Friday, June 3.

In addition to National Gun Violence Aware-

ness Day, the weekend of June 3 was the Jewish 
holiday of Shavuot which commemorates the giv-
ing of the Torah.

Chalk Over Hate is an initiative of Artists 4 Is-
rael, an international coalition of artists who cre-
ate strikingly beautiful murals promoting peace 
in places where the population has been harmed 
by terrorism or war, including the rocket strike 
zone in Israel just outside the Hamas controlled 

Gaza Strip or the border of Syria when it was in 
the midst of civil war.

Over 900 participants across the country 
committed to join Artists 4 Israel on National Gun 
Violence Awareness Day and Shavuot weekend to 
transform sidewalks across America. All projects 
were tagged with ‘#ChalkOverHate.’

Chalk Over Hate is committed to combating 
ideologies of hate of all kinds which often become 
intermingled. Antisemitism has been shown to be 
a risk factor for violence not just against Jews but 
many other minorities, as well.

The New York shooter, Payton Gendron, 
murdered primarily Black victims in the Tops 
market in Buffalo, but he was radicalized by an an-
tisemitic conspiracy theory called ‘the Great Re-
placement’ which purports Jews are bringing in 
illegal immigrants and assisting American minor-
ity groups in a plot to replace white Americans.

“The shooter who murdered ten people in 
the Tops Supermarket in Buffalo was clearly tar-
geting Black individuals and his vicious act was 
born from hate directed against many communi-
ties. His gun had neo-Nazi codes on it and his 180-
page internet manifesto focused in large part on 
conspiracy theories about Jews,” says Craig Der-
showitz, CEO of Artists 4 Israel. “Antisemitic van-
dalism against property often is only the begin-
ning of a cycle of hate that culminates in violence 
against people,” says Dershowitz.

While the motive of the Texas school shoot-
er Salvador Ramos so far remains unknown, both 
the Buffalo and Texas shooters shared similar 

traits. Both were 18 years-old, both spent count-
less hours online during the pandemic, and both 
bought AR-15 style assault rifles as soon as they 
legally could upon turning 18. It is easily conceiv-
able that they also were both exposed to similar 
online antisemitic conspiracy theories. Research 
shows people radicalized by antisemitism often 
move in more violent directions – ranging from 
antisemitic vandalism all the way to mass shoot-
ings.

The goal of Chalk Over Hate was to create 
more positive visuals in one day than the negative 
visuals created in antisemitic hate crimes over 
all of the last year. In 2021 the ADL counted 853 
unique cases of vandalism such as Nazi symbols 
and other anti-Jewish messages defacing build-
ings, homes, schools and houses of worship.

Chalk is a great medium because it is cheap, 
easy to obtain, and allows anyone to participate no 
matter their age. And unlike the spray paint most 
often used in the anti-Jewish vandalism surging 
across the country, there is no need to paint over 
chalk. It simply washes away with the rain.

Those who participated include multiple 
Jewish Community Centers, Jewish arts groups, 
organizations fighting antisemitism as well as 
multi-faith and multicultural groups that make 
up the fabric of our shared civil society.

In addition to being National Gun Violence 
Awareness Day, this year the Jewish holiday of 
Shavuot also fell on June 3rd. This is the day that 
Jews celebrate the giving of the Torah at Mount Si-
nai seven weeks after the exodus from Egypt. 

Center for Jewish History Completes $2.5 Endowment 
Matching Challenge Grant

The Center for Jewish His-
tory (the Center) has successfully 
completed a three-year $2.5 mil-
lion endowment matching chal-
lenge awarded by Arcadia (www.
arcadiafund.org.uk), a charitable 
fund of Lisbet Rausing and Peter 
Baldwin. This endowment will help 
sustain preservation efforts across 
the Center’s network of laboratories 
for archival processing, digitization, 
preservation, and metadata and dis-
covery.

Archives must be preserved, 
arranged, described, and made ac-
cessible so that future generations 
can learn about history. To carry out 
this critical work, the Center runs a 
network of laboratories: the Shelby 

White and Leon Levy Archival 
Processing Laboratory, Gruss 
Lipper Digital Laboratory, Wer-
ner J. and Gisella Levi Cahnman 
Preservation Laboratory, and 
Metadata and Discovery Services 
department. Together, the labs 
help to open access to the vast ar-
chive, library, and museum hold-
ings housed at the Center, which 
make up the world’s largest and 
most comprehensive collection 
on Jewish history held outside 
Israel. 

Lisbet Rausing and Peter 
Baldwin, Arcadia co-founders, 
said, “Preserving heritage and 
opening access to it is the core 

continued on page 9
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HHREC Second Annual White Rose Student 
Research Contest

The Holocaust & Human Rights 
Education Center (HHREC) held their 
second annual White Rose Student Re-
search Contest for 7th-12th grade stu-
dents in the greater Westchester County 
area recently. The 2021/2022 contest 
theme was Auschwitz and the Hungar-
ian Deportations.

This year, HHREC honored stu-
dents and teachers from Irvington 
High School, Westchester Day School 
and Woodlands Middle/High School 
via Zoom. Participating students who 
chose to compete in the contest submitted essays 
or original documentaries based on research of 
primary source and secondary source materials. 
Student and teacher entries included:

7th and 8th Grade Winners - Rachel Tratt, 
Westchester Day School and Jake Morton, Wood-
lands Middle School; and Finalist Annshiya Pulik-
kottil Sam, Woodlands Middle School.

11th and 12th Grade Winner - Alexandra Pol-
lack, Irvington High School

Sponsoring Teachers - Christopher Barry, 
Irvington High School; Kasie Peralta, Woodlands 
Middle School; and Jill Rivel, Westchester Day 
School.

The contest, sponsored by the Holocaust 
& Human Rights Education Center, is named in 
memory of the White Rose, a resistance move-
ment consisting of German university students. 
The project commemorates the efforts of the 
brave young people who gave their lives for what 
they believed in. HHREC is encouraging teachers 
to utilize this writing contest as a classroom exer-
cise.

“We are pleased at the response we received 
this year from area teachers and their students 
about the program we have developed to further 
their knowledge of the Holocaust,” said Julie 
Scallero, Co-Director of Education, Holocaust & 
Human Rights Education Center. “This project 
commemorates the efforts of brave young people 
during the Holocaust who gave their lives for what 
they believed in. May their memories inspire us to 

reflect upon our own responsibilities as 
citizens in a democratic nation.”

Winning entries for the HHREC 
White Rose Student Research Contest 
were identified by a panel of Blue-Rib-
bon judges that included Richard Ber-
man, Ph.D. Muma College of Business, 
University of South Florida; Debbie 
Lewis, HHREC GenerationsForward 
speaker; Elena Procario-Foley, Ph.D. 
Professor of Religious Studies, Iona Col-
lege; Debbie Minchin HHREC Educators 
Program Committee; and Audrey Reich 

Art Specialist, The Birch Wathen Lenox School.
The top prize winner in each age level was 

awarded a cash prize, and the sponsoring teacher 
of each first prize winner was awarded a voucher 
for use on professional development and/or Holo-
caust resources.

 The Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center is a not-for-profit organization based in 
White Plains that serves Westchester, Fairfield and 
neighboring counties. Their Mission is to enhance 
the teaching and learning of the lessons of the Ho-
locaust and the right of all people to be treated with 
dignity and respect. They encourage students to 
speak up and act against all forms of bigotry and 
prejudice. Their work with students and teachers 
helps schools fulfill the New York State mandate 
that the Holocaust and other human rights abuses 
be included in their curriculum. 

Since 1994, they have brought the lessons of 
the Holocaust, genocide and human rights crimes 
to more than 1,500 teachers, and through them 
to thousands of middle and high school students. 
Through their volunteer Educators Program Com-
mittee, the Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center gives teachers the unique opportunity 
to develop programs for themselves and others. 
These programs not only enrich teachers’ knowl-
edge about the Holocaust and related issues, but 
they   also provide the lens through which to view 
all other human rights violations. For more infor-
mation call 914.696.0738 or email info@hhrecny.
org 

 Jake Morton, 
Woodlands Middle 
School

Bayberry Lane Named for Benjamin B. Ferencz

Joined by members of the Bayberry 
neighborhood association, students from 
New Rochelle High School, community part-
ners and state and local elected officials, the 
City of New Rochelle honored the legacy of 
longtime resident Benjamin B. Ferencz with 
an honorary street naming on Thursday, May 
19 at the corner of Bayberry Lane and High 
Ridge Road.

In December 2021, the New Rochelle City 
Council voted unanimously to honor the ac-
complishments of Mr. Ferencz, a resident for 
over six decades whose international stature 
began in 1945 with his appointment as Chief 
Prosecutor for the United States in The Ein-
satzgruppen Case- one of the subsequent 
Nuremberg trials- and continues through 
today with his advocacy for international law 
and global peace. Most recently, Mr. Ferencz 
has voiced his support for Ukraine and joined 
with others in advocating for the creation of 
a special tribunal for the punishment of the 
crime of aggressions against that nation.

The Bayberry street naming was cham-
pioned by Deputy Mayor and District 5 Coun-
cil Member Sara Kaye and former District 5 
Council Member Barry Fertel. “Sadly, the 
evils that Nuremberg sought to correct are 
still with us today, anti-Semitic incidents 
and other hate crimes are on the rise in our 
nation and just this past week in New York 
State,” said Deputy Mayor Sara Kaye, “but Ben 
Ferencz is an illustrious example of the con-
tinued importance of speaking out. He has 
never stopped pushing his message of ‘law, 
not war’. And he’s still at it, at the age of 102.”

“As the last surviving Nuremberg pros-
ecutor, Ben Ferencz bears invaluable witness 
to one of history’s greatest acts of justice and 
redemption,” said Mayor Noam Bramson. 
“And yet Ben’s service to peace, human rights 
and international law, did not end in Nurem-
berg, but merely began. Throughout his long 
and fruitful career across the span of decades 

and continuing today, Ben has been a cham-
pion for the institutions and principles that 
make a just world. We in New Rochelle have 
been privileged to live side by side with such a 
towering figure and to draw inspiration from 
his example.”

New Rochelle High School teachers Mrs. 
Saglibene and Mr. Dower incorporated Mr. 
Ferencz’s life’s work into their respective cur-
riculums for Political Issues through Film and 
Facing History. Seniors Carys Nardozzi, Sky-
lar Morais-Cruz, Jeycof Carrion, Navid Tor-
res and Diego Mungia attended the event with 
Department Chair Gustavo Barbosa, and read 
essays detailing the impact Mr. Ferencz’ life 
experiences had on each of them.

“We continue to be awed by the fact that 
this man from New Rochelle was in the room at 
the Nuremberg Trials and prosecuted dozens 
of Nazi commanders.” Mr. Dower explained. 
“Working together, Ms. Saglibene and I were 
able to reinforce the power of living history. 
This was a great way for our students to un-
derstand the strong connection between New 
Rochelle and a major international event. In-
teracting with Mr. Ferencz was an unmissable 
opportunity for our students.”

Benjamin B. Ferencz immigrated to 
America from the Carpathian Mountains in 
1920, and from a young age felt a deep yearn-
ing for universal friendship and world peace. 
He graduated from City College in 1940 and 
from Harvard Law School in 1943, and enlist-
ed to serve in World War II under General Pat-
ton, fighting in most of the major campaigns 
in Europe. As Nazi atrocities were uncovered, 
he was transferred to a War Crimes Branch of 
the Army to gather evidence of Nazi brutality 
and apprehend the criminals.

After an honorable discharge from the 
U.S. Army in 1945, Ferencz was recruited as 
a lawyer for the Nuremberg war crimes trials, 
traveling with a team of 50 researchers to Ber-
lin to scour Nazi offices and archives. At age 

27, he became Chief Prosecutor for the United 
States in The Einsatzgruppen Case, which the 
Associated Press called “the biggest murder 
trial in history”, leading to the conviction of 
all twenty-two defendants charged with mur-
dering over a million people. He continued 
his work in law until 1970, when after careful 
deliberation decided to withdraw from pri-
vate practice and dedicate himself to studying 
and writing about world peace.

Ferencz’s first book Defining Interna-
tional Aggression-The Search for World Peace 
was published in 1975, followed by another 
two-volume documentary history, An In-
ternational Criminal Court-A Step Toward 
World Peace, intended as a tool that nations 
could use to build a structure for peace. In 
1983 another two-volume book, Enforcing In-
ternational Law-A Way to World Peace, was 

published; and in order to spread the word 
to a larger audience, subsequently published 
a condensed paperback, A Common Sense 
Guide to World Peace, the title influenced by 
patriot and New Rochellean Thomas Paine, 
whose pamphlet Common Sense had inspired 
the American Revolution. In 1988 Ferencz 
wrote Planethood with Ken Keyes, Jr. to offer 
practical steps for the average citizen to take 
to help establish international law and urge 
U.N. reform.

In the 1990’s Ferencz asserted the need 
for an ICC- international criminal court- to 
replace “rule of force with the rule of law”, 
and continues to be active making available 
his expertise on current efforts to define ag-
gression, and writing and speaking world-
wide for international law and global peace at 
the age of 102.
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From renewable generation to efficient, comfortable 
homes, Orange & Rockland is committed to powering 
New York with 100% clean energy by 2040.

See our energy future:
oru.com/cleanenergy

SCAN HERE
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Kol Rinah’s Celebration Concert at 
Congregation Sons of Israel

BY SUSAN R. EISENSTEIN 

On Father’s Day, Sunday June 19th at 3:00pm, 
Kol Rinah (Joyful Voice) the Jewish chorale of 
Westchester, will be celebrating 20 years of song. 
Founded in April 2001, it is Kol Rinah’s 21st year 
of bringing Jewish music to a community wider 
and more diverse than is typically reached by 
synagogue choirs. However, because of Covid-19, 
they never got a chance to have a 20th anniversary 
concert. So, Kol Rinah is celebrating now with a 
concert in their new home, Congregation Sons of 
Israel, located at 1666 Pleasantville Road, Briarcliff 
Manor.

Kol Rinah’s repertoire is eclectic, covering 
joyous songs and thoughtful songs, Renaissance 
songs and Broadway songs and songs spanning 
the diversity of Jewish music of many hundreds 
of years from all over the world. Kol Rinah sings 
in English, in Hebrew, in Ladino and in Yiddish.   
This year, the concert is on Juneteenth so they will 
be singing American spirituals with a Jewish con-
nection, as well.

Benjamin Gruder is the Artistic Director 
and Conductor of Kol Rinah. He also directs both 
Nashir, The Rottenberg Chorale and the Society 
for the Advancement of Judaism (SAJ) choir in 
New York City. Gruder has performed in sym-
phonic, jazz, ethnic and punk rock ensembles and 
studied conducting at the University of Memphis 
and song writing with Jeremy Wall, founding 
member of Spyrogyra and a Grammy nominee. 
In addition to arranging and composing choral 
and instrumental pieces, Gruder created and pro-

duced “Jonah! A Rock Musical” which has been 
performed in New York and the surrounding met-
ropolitan area. 

Kol Rinah’s accompanist is Laura Ravotti. She 
has been performing professionally since 1986. 
Ravotti has been the Music Director at St. Au-
gustine’s Episcopal Church in Croton-on-Hudson 
since 2005. Ravotti has a BFA from Carnegie-Mel-
lon University, PA and an MM from Bowling Green 
State University, OH. She has been rehearsal ac-
companist for the Nashville Ballet, staff accompa-
nist at Vanderbilt University, Blair School of Mu-
sic and a substitute French Horn player with the 
Nashville Symphony. Ms. Ravotti has backed up 
entertainers such as Bob Hope, Wayne Newton, 
Andy Williams, Shari Lewis and Lambchop and 
has played on Broadway, Off-Broadway, Carnegie 
Hall and Town Hall, as well as with the NJ Pops 
and Greenwich Symphony. 

Long-term and new members of Kol Rinah 
will be joining together in song at this celebra-
tion concert. “’We love singing for ourselves and 
our audience. Singing all together in a group is as 
cathartic as it is connecting, and we really missed 
it during the pandemic when we needed it more 
than ever. Now we need our audience to return so 
we can reconnect with them and celebrate with 
them,” said Wendy Segal, President of Kol Rinah.

CSI is the perfect new home for Kol Rinah as 
the building has high ceilings and outstanding up-
to-date ventilation. Refreshments will be served 
after the concert. For more information, mask re-
quirements, and to purchase tickets, go to www.
kolrinahchorale.org. 

 

Event Raises Funds for Bereaved Families, 
Lone Soldiers and Soldiers in Need

 More than 250 powerful female FIDF sup-
porters came together for a meaningful after-
noonon June 2, in honor of Israel’s soldiers at the 
New York Tri-State Women’s Brigade Luncheon 
at the 583 Park Avenue event space. Guests were 
fortunate to hear from “The Mother of Israel” 
Miriam Peretz, Israel prize winner for Lifetime 
Achievement, Israeli presidential candidate and 
national heroine, who shared her story of tragedy 
and sacrifice in the face of ultimate loss.

The members of the Tri-State Women’s 
Brigade are among the millennia of women who 
pour their strength and love into growing a vi-
brant, safe and thriving Jewish future. The group 
designates their female-earned dollars to worth-
while projects and initiatives. The top priority 
for the group this year is to collectively finance a 
retreat for 200 family members of fallen soldiers. 
It will give them an opportunity to bond, heal and 
move forward with their lives. The group is also 
focused on raising funds for Lone Soldiers and 
other soldiers in need.

“Every day the IDF soldiers protect our Jew-
ish homeland for its citizens as well as all of us 
in the diaspora,” said Tri-State Women’s Brigade 

Chairwoman Shari Yardeni. “I’m proud to be part 
of the FIDF community that is dedicated to sup-
porting them.”

Miriam Peretz also understands too well 
the harsh reality of what is at stake for Israel’s 
soldiers. In her keynote speech, she detailed how 
she rose from the pain of losing her two sons dur-
ing their service, to a place of thanks, optimism, 
and hope in their honor. She chose to live a life 
with meaning, and her passion for peace, and 
love for the people of Israel, continues to influ-
ence audiences worldwide.

“My children have fallen so that YOU can 
live peacefully, knowing that you will always have 
a home,” said Peretz. “As supporters of the FIDF, 
you deserve to feel proud of the opportunities 
you have given to the young men and women of 
the IDF who are the future of Israel and the Jew-
ish people.

An active-duty soldier, Lieutenant Jessica 
addressed the crowd about her experience in 
service and challenges faced as a female com-
mander.

Co-chairs of the event were Hayley Foster, 
Victoria Sakhai and Aimee Stoopler.

(L to R) Anat Chavkin, FIDF Director of Westchester and CT; Valerie Mirels and Nancy Zaro, Westchester Board Members; 
Lt. Jessica; Wendy Moskowitz, FIDF National and Westchester Board Member; Franne Weinberg, Women’s Brigade Board 
Member; Ellen Weintraub, Westchester Board Member; Galit Brichta, FIDF VP of the Northeast Region.   
Photo credits: Michael Priest Photography

Water, Wine and Whiskey at Westchester Reform Temple
With lush greenery, sun-drenched moun-

tains, charming countryside villages, and a 
thriving agricultural landscape, the Galilee 
region, often referred to as the “Tuscany of 
Israel,” is also distinguished by the melting 
pot of traditions, religions, and cultures that 
can be found in its picturesque surroundings. 
With the support of Jewish National Fund-
USA, this beloved region will soon develop 
into the culinary capital of the world; and the 
organization’s crown jewel, the Galilee Culi-
nary Institute (GCI by JNF), is set to reinvent 
culinary education and revolutionize the cu-
linary arts scene in northern Israel when it 
opens in 2023.

As part of Jewish National Fund-USA’s 
strategic initiatives supporting the Galilee 
region’s economy and infrastructure with the 
goal of attracting 300,000 new residents to the 
area, GCI by JNF is expected to transform Kiry-
at Shmona and the culinary industry with its 

intensive total immersion program that is de-
signed to help students acquire a combination 
of practical skills and a broad understanding 
of the major themes impacting the food world 
today. GCI by JNF will offer a unique 12-month 
hands-on educational experience for students 
from all corners of the globe, where they’ll 

learn about cooking and business-related 
topics, including architecture, marketing, 
finance, and the local farm-to-table con-
cept where food is not only delicious but 
nutritious. 

On Thursday, May 12, 2022, renowned 
chef and award-winning cookbook author, 
Lior Lev Sercarz, owner of New York’s La 
Boîte spices and biscuit shop and the Co-
Founder & Chief Culinary Officer of GCI by 
JNF, joined the Westchester community at 
Westchester Reform Temple in Scarsdale 
for Jewish National Fund-USA’s revered 
Water, Wine & Whiskey event, where he 

discussed the vision for this unparalleled culi-
nary institute in the heart of the region where 
he grew up and its impact on the land and 
people of Israel. Attendees also got to sample 
several Israeli wines and whiskeys during a 
grand tasting. 

“Jewish National Fund-USA has connect-
ed us to Israel in a way that we haven’t expe-
rienced before,” said Event Co-Chairs Jessica 
Adler and Lissy Carr. “We were thrilled to wel-
come this star of the culinary world to West-
chester for this event and learn more about 
this incredible institute.”

Learn more at jnf.org.

Event Co-Chair Jessica Adler, Event Co-Chair Lissy Carr, Chef Lior 
Lev Sercarz, JNF-USA Westchester & S. Connecticut Regional 
Board President Diana Sklar, and Chairperson Caren Hammerman
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Hate in the Empire State: Extremism & 
Antisemitism in New York

The ADL Center on Extremism (COE) and the 
Community Security Initiative (CSI), a project of UJA-
Federation of NY and JCRC-NY, jointly researched and 
authored a new report called Hate in the Empire State: 
Extremism and Antisemitism in New York. This re-
port examines extremist and antisemitic trends and 
incidents across New York state during the two-year 
time period from January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2021, 
and provides recommendations for combatting these 
threats as follows:

The last two years have seen a significant prolifera-
tion of hate incidents both nationwide and in New York 
State. These incidents have been rooted, in part, in wide-
spread campaigns of disinformation and conspiracy 
theories, some of which have animated extremists and 
fueled antisemitism, resulting in unrest and violence, 
from the January 6, 2021 insurrection in Washington, 
D.C. to white supremacist activism to a spike in hate 
crimes and rising antisemitism.

New York also leads the nation in antisemitic in-
cidents, according to ADL’s annual Audit of Antisemitic 
Incidents. In 2021, the number of reported incidents 
increased 24% over 2020 numbers, rising from 336 to 
416. This included 51 assaults motivated by anti-Jewish 
bias, the highest number ever recorded by ADL in New 
York. These numbers also include a spike in antisemitic 
incidents driven by extreme anti-Israel sentiments dur-
ing the May 2021 Israel-Hamas war. During this time, in-
cidents motivated by anti-Zionist sentiments included 
assault, arson threats, and harassment.

This report: Profiles key extremist groups and 
individuals in New York, providing details on organiza-
tions and activities that have taken place from January 
1, 2020 to December 31, 2021; Analyzes the trends of hate 
crimes against marginalized groups in New York City; 
and provides recommendations to elected officials, law 
enforcement, and the Jewish community.

Antisemitic hate crimes continued to rise in New 
York state over the last two years. According to the FBI’s 
annual Hate Crime Statistics report, 55% of the reported 
religion-based hate crimes in 2020 targeted the Jewish 
community nationally. In New York State, hate crimes 
against Jews accounted for 88.3% of the religiously mo-
tivated incidents in 2020.

As noted in ADL’s annual Audit of Antisemitic In-
cidents, 2021 marked the highest number of antisemitic 
incidents since tracking began in 1979, with more than 
2,700 acts of assault, vandalism and harassment target-
ing Jews across America – a 34% increase over the 2020 
numbers. As in 2020, New York led the nation in antise-
mitic incidents in 2021, accounting for 15% of the total 
reported data and representing 416 incidents. This is a 
24% increase over the 336 reported in 2020. There were 
62 reported incidents at Jewish institutions such as syn-

agogues, Jewish community centers and Jewish schools 
in 2021, an increase of 41% from 2020. One hundred and 
sixty-one incidents involved a swastika and 51 incidents 
involved assault, the most ADL has ever recorded in New 
York State.

To combat such a diverse threat landscape, a 
whole-of-government approach is needed to address 
the threat of extremism and hate.

The framework that ADL has created – the PRO-
TECT plan – is a comprehensive, seven-part framework 
to mitigate the threat posed by domestic extremism and 
domestic terrorism while protecting civil rights and civil 
liberties. Together, focusing on these seven categories 
can have an immediate and deeply significant impact in 
preventing and countering domestic terrorism – more so 
than any one action, policy or law – and can do so while 
protecting civil rights and liberties and ensuring that gov-
ernment overreach does not harm the same vulnerable 
people and communities that these extremists target.

The Protect Plan: Prioritize Preventing and Coun-
tering Domestic Terrorism; Resource According to the 
Threat; Oppose Extremists in Government Service; Take 
Domestic Terrorism Prevention Measures; End the Com-
plicity of Social Media in Facilitating Extremism. 

 ADL has released the REPAIR Plan to provide 
policymakers with a comprehensive framework to take 
meaningful action to decrease online hate and extrem-
ism: Create an Independent Clearinghouse for Online 
Extremist Content: Target Foreign White Supremacist 
Terrorist Groups.

The report recommends that elected officials, 
law enforcement and the Jewish community in New 
York State must: Address the threat of domestic violent 
extremism; Launch a Commission on Antisemitism: 
Increase and Expand Criteria for New York State Hate 
Crimes Grant Funding; Ensure Effective Holocaust 
Education; Display Political Courage; Prepare election 
officials for violent threats.

The Jewish Community should: Secure physical 
and online infrastructure: Have the Community Secu-
rity Initiative (CSI) complete a physical security assess-
ment for your institution(s). Also, connect with CSI’s 
Cyber-Security Specialist to ensure your online infra-
structure is secure; Connect with your local law enforce-
ment; Apply for Grant Funding; Engage the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice Community Relations Service; Conduct 
Active Threat Training; Report Incidents; Utilize Jewish 
Volunteer Communal Security: Consider utilizing and 
partnering with a Jewish volunteer communal security 
organization like the Community Security Service (CSS) 
to help protect your institution.

 To review the full report go to adl.org/resources/
report/hat-empire-state-extremism-antisemitism-
new-york-2020-2021

Hot Fun in the Summertime

BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

If you are as old as me, you may remember the hit 
song originally recorded by Sly and the Family Stone in 
1969 titled “Hot Fun in the Summertime.”  It has been 
said that the song was a dedication to the fun and games 
to be had during the summer. So, with summer quickly 
approaching, we thought we would suggest a summer 
project for you:  getting your digital life in order. Sounds 
like fun, right? 

You may ask yourself, what is my digital life and 
why do I need to get it in order? Whether you realize it or 
not, an increasingly large part of our everyday lives hap-
pens online. For example, most of us have smartphones 
and we use email, Facebook, Shutterfly, Instagram, 
apps, online bill paying, etc. All these things, and more, 
are part of our digital life. If we become incapacitated or 
die, someone else needs to step into our shoes to manage 
our digital life. However, this is easier said, than done. 

Generally speaking, for estate planning purposes 
digital assets are just like other assets (stocks, bonds, 
real estate, etc.); however, they are also quite different.  
Of course, you have to decide who will have access to 
what and then have documents drafted that reflect your 
wishes. But there is more to it since there are special 
laws that apply to digital assets. 

Most online providers have specific terms of ser-
vice agreements (TOSA) that users agree to be bound by 
when using that particular digital platform. The TOSA 
is the fine print that we all agree to by clicking on a box 
before proceeding to the site. I wonder how many of us 
actually read the TOSA before agreeing to its terms. The 
rules generally protect the privacy of the user (you) and 
the provider and are not particularly helpful to whom-
ever administers your affairs if you become incapaci-
tated or after your death. 

Many believe that their fiduciaries can simply use 
their passwords to log in to access accounts (assuming 
they have that information). But many TOSAs prohibit 
this, and anyone accessing the account without spe-
cific authority is likely violating the provider’s TOSA and 
could be breaking the law. What’s more, with increas-

ingly common multi-factor authentication, attempts to 
gain access can inadvertently lock accounts.  If that hap-
pens, you could have a real headache. There are many 
court cases pending where the decedent’s family and 
the online service provider are involved in lawsuits over 
what should happen to someone’s account after they 
die. You do not want to be the next case. 

The law establishes default rules regarding who 
can access digital information. It requires a user to grant 
access (or not) explicitly. You can do this in two different 
ways: 

1.  Complete a provider’s online tool that names a 
designated recipient to access accounts. It is like a ben-
eficiary designation, but it provides access, not owner-
ship. 

2. If you do not want to use the online tool or the 
provider does not offer one, then you can authorize ac-
cess in your estate planning documents by including 
appropriate language that grants your fiduciary specific 
powers over digital assets. 

If there is no explicit direction via one of these two 
methods, the provisions of the TOSA will apply. What 
does the TOSA say? Have you read it? Can you even 
find it? And if you do find it and discover that it allows 
your fiduciaries access, note that many providers can 
change the TOSA without notifying you. Thus, it is not 
recommended that you leave this to chance. You should 
consider: 

When available, use the provider’s online tool to 
name those who should have access to your accounts. 

Make sure your financial power of attorney, will, 
and trust (if you have one), include language regarding 
access to digital assets. If not, an update might be in or-
der. 

Consider creating an inventory of digital assets to 
assist your loved ones with managing your digital affairs. 
The inventory should be kept in a safe place but some-
where where your family will be able to find it if some-
thing happens to you. 

Getting your digital life in order may not seem like 
hot fun in the summertime to you; however, if you do it 
then you will make things much easier for your loved 
ones if something happens to you.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of the 
Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence in Elder 
Law and has been honored as one of the “Best Lawyers” 
in America since 2008. He was elected to the Estate Plan-
ning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate 
Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the 
Elder Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be reached 
at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s website at www.
elderlawnewyork.com.

mission of the Center for Jewish History and Arcadia 
alike. It is a great pleasure to establish this endowment 
and to reflect on the important work of preserving his-
tory that it will help sustain.” 

“Our labs ensure that Jewish history and mate-
rial culture from centuries past will hold up for centu-
ries into the future,” the Center’s Chief of Archive and 
Library Services Rachel Miller noted. “By supporting 
this work, this transformative endowment helps make 
sure that the voices and stories in the archives – be they 
on parchment, cassette tape, or floppy disk – will be 
read and heard by future eyes and ears. We are deeply 
grateful to Arcadia and the magnificent leadership of 
Peter Baldwin.” 

Among the latest achievements of the Center’s 
labs are opening the papers of pioneering physicist 
Gertrude S. Goldhaber Collection for research (held by 
the Leo Baeck Institute), piloting archival-caliber mo-
tion picture digitization, digitizing records on major 
immigration and refugee efforts, offering digitization-
on-demand for researchers, treating invaluable collec-
tion items like century-old correspondence that had 
been bound with nails, and running technical systems 
for a vast catalog and quickly expanding digital collec-
tions (over 7.8 million files). The new endowment will 
sustain this invaluable work so that the collections may 
inform, illuminate, and inspire those who encounter 
them now and for generations to come.

The Center is the collaborative home of five in-
house Partner organizations (American Jewish Histor-
ical Society, American Sephardi Federation, Leo Baeck 
Institute, Yeshiva University Museum, and YIVO Insti-
tute for Jewish Research) whose collections comprise 
over five miles of archival documents in dozens of lan-
guages and alphabet systems, over 500,000 volumes 
of books, 7.8 million digital items, and thousands of 
artworks, objects, textiles, and recordings. Significant 
scholarship is regularly published using these materi-
als, including award-winning studies that would have 
been impossible to write without access to them. The 
Center opens the collections to the public and democ-
ratizes access to them through exhibits, events, fel-

lowships, and a host of free public archive and library 
services—including the archival preservation efforts 
of its laboratories.

Arcadia is a charitable fund of Lisbet Rausing 
and Peter Baldwin. It supports charities and schol-
arly institutions that preserve cultural heritage and 
the environment. Arcadia also supports projects 
that promote open access, and all of its awards are 
granted on the condition that any materials produced 
are made available for free online. Since 2002, Arca-
dia has awarded more than $910 million to projects 
around the world. 

Peter Baldwin, Arcadia’s co-founder, is Chair of 
the Center for Jewish History’s Board of Directors.

Center for Jewish History Completes $2.5 Endowment
continued from page 5
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, 
diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for details.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or memory loss?  
Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 
60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact Josh at 914-391-2867.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall and painting! 
Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from Awning 
Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including: Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel free to contact us for a no 
obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated area at Cedar 
Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at lpjcoffice@optonline.net

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail 
us your Business Card and Full Payment 
and we’ll take care of the rest. Mail to: 

Shoreline Publishing, 
629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 

Pelham, N.Y. 10803

and outreach efforts.”
The legislation signed by Latimer passed the Board 

of Legislators with a 17-0 vote.
As is noted in the law, hate incidents involve be-

haviors motivated by bias against a victim’s race, reli-
gion, ethnic/national origin, gender, age, disability or 
sexual orientation, but may not be criminal acts. Hostile 
or hateful speech, or other disrespectful/discrimina-
tory behavior may be motivated by bias but is not illegal. 
These incidents rise to crimes only when they directly 
incite perpetrators to commit violence against persons 
or property, or if they place a potential victim in reason-
able fear of physical injury.

Examples of hate incidents include name-calling, 
insults, displaying hate material on your own property, 
posting hate material that does not result in property 
damage and distribution of materials with hate mes-
sages in public places. 

Chair of the Board’s Public Safety Committee Leg-
islator Terry Clements said, “Becoming the victim of a 

bias incident, even if it is not a crime, is traumatic.  And 
the emotional impacts go beyond the incident itself, for 
victims and communities. Reporting these hate inci-
dents might expose a pattern that can lead to an inves-
tigation by law enforcement, or potentially lead to an 
intervention and avoid a more serious attack on anyone 
in our community.”

As stated in the report adjoined to the legisla-
tion, hate incidents are designed to intimidate, isolate, 
degrade, traumatize and sow fear in the targeted indi-
vidual or group. Most acts of hate however, whether or 
not a crime, go unreported because of fear or embar-
rassment. However, it is important to note that these in-
cidents have a traumatic impact on the victims as well as 
on the community at large. They can have consequences 
for the targeted individual and the public far beyond the 
act itself and should be reported by everyone, including 
those targeted and bystanders.

This new law will help combat these attached stig-
mas.

 

County Executive Signs Anti-Hate Bill
continued from page 4
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10 Tips to Make the Most of Your Telehealth Session
BY W. ANDREW MULLANE, PH.D., DIRECTOR OF 

INNOVATION, INTEGRATION, AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS AT 
WESTCHESTER JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES 

Once the Covid pandemic started in March 
2020, at Westchester Jewish Community Ser-
vices (WJCS), the largest provider of outpatient, 
licensed, community-based behavioral health 
services in Westchester county, our clinicians in-
stantly pivoted to providing services remotely, via 
telehealth. Just in the past year, we have provided 
over 90,000 mental health services, via in-person, 
secure video, and phone sessions. 

At a time when anxiety and depression have 
been on the rise, having access to mental health 
care via telehealth has been a lifesaver, according 
to many of our clients. It has allowed people to ac-
cess treatment more easily, reducing their travel 
time, eliminating obstacles to those who have 
difficulty accessing transportation, and reduc-
ing treatment disruptions if, for instance, a client 
needs to stay home due to illness or child care re-
sponsibilities. 

In order to help make the most of telehealth 
sessions, we offer the following 10 tips:

1. Gather all the information you might 
need before your appointment. This may include 
a list of your medications (with dosages), medical 
conditions, problems and symptoms you want to 
address, and a list of questions for the healthcare 
practitioner.

2. Find a private spot in your home so 
you feel comfortable and can talk openly to your 
healthcare provider.

3. Make sure you know in advance if your 
appointment is supposed to be by phone or video 
chat.

4. Be sure that you are able to accept 
blocked calls since your provider may need to call 
you from a blocked number.

5. Accept any call that comes into your 
phone around the time of your appointment, ir-
respective of whether your appointment is sup-
posed to be by phone or video chat because it 
could be your provider calling you.

6. If you are going to have a video chat ap-
pointment, make sure the lighting in the room is 
good so your provider can see you. 

7. Make sure your technology is ready and 
reliable. Have a secure and dependable Wi-Fi con-
nection if your telehealth appointment is by video 
chat. If you are doing your telehealth visit by cell 
phone, make sure you have a good cellular signal.

8. Mute your phone and eliminate any oth-
er distractions so you can focus on your session 
with your provider.

9. Give yourself extra time in case the ap-
pointment starts late or runs over its scheduled 
time.

10. Take a deep breath when you begin 
your session. Remember that the provider you are 
speaking to is there to help, not judge you. Think 
of your time with your provider as time spent talk-
ing to a trusted friend who is there to help you.

For information about WJCS mental health 
services, please go to: https://www.wjcs.com/ser-
vices/mental-health/

After Buffalo, NY: Reimagine What’s Possible: No Hate 
in Our States

MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, DIRECTOR, 
AJC WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD: CLARKSIEGEM@AJC.ORG

In the aftermath of the horrific, racist mass-
shooting attack in Buffalo, NY, we are featuring 
Buffalo Mayor Byron W. Brown in “AJC: No Hate in 
Our States”. 

Mayor Brown was featured in AJC’s Com-
munity of Conscience segment during its Global 
Forum. Mayor Brown spoke about hatred, racism, 
antisemitism, and the power of communities join-
ing together. This interview is edited - the full seg-
ment and information about combating hate can 
be found at: www.ajc.org. 

Q: Mayor Brown, we stand united with Buf-
falo after this horrific attack. Please tell us your 
experience with encountering hatred. What hap-
pened? 

A: Buffalo, NY, Mayor Byron Brown: May 14th 
was a warm, sunny day in Buffalo. Children were 
riding bicycles, people were shopping in stores. I 
was at the first T-ball game for my great-niece and 
nephew. Then, I got a call from the police commis-
sioner that there had been a shooting.

They knew that people had been killed and 
a suspect was in custody. I rushed to the police 
command post at the Tops supermarket…13 peo-
ple had been shot, and 10 were deceased. It was a 
shock to the system. 

Law enforcement pieced things together 
quickly and determined that the shooter traveled 
to Buffalo from 3-1/2 hours away to kill as many 
Black people as possible. This was somebody that 
had white supremacist ideology. They believe he 
had been radicalized on social media. 

Q: What are the main lessons/takeaways that 
you want others to know?

A: Mayor Brown: There has been shock, an-
ger, pain, grief. The community is sticking togeth-
er, trying to hold each other up and heal. 

I want to thank the American Jewish Com-
mittee (AJC). We received a letter of support from 
AJC within hours of the horrific attack, and your 

support means a lot to us.
We are a strong community, a resilient com-

munity. We’re known nationally and internation-
ally as “the City of Good Neighbors”. We are work-
ing together as a community to get through this 
very painful situation.

The lessons are that we have to be vigilant at 
all times. We have to be watchful. We have to pay 
attention. When we see hate, we have to speak out 
against it. 

Q: Please comment on the importance of 
working with others in the fight against hate and 
all types of bigotry. Why is this necessary? 

A: Mayor Brown: There are all types of forms 
of hatred. We know that this individual, via the 
manifesto they wrote, hated Black people. They 
hated Jewish people. They hated immigrants, and 
new Americans. This person was filled with hate.

The hate wasn’t exclusive to anyone. Hatred 
toward one group of people is hatred toward all of 
us. We are stronger when we stand together. We 
can fight hate more effectively when we work to-
gether.

That’s what we have to do now. We have to 
work together to prevent people from being radi-
calized in the ways of hate on social media. 

Q: What is your message to those who fear 
the rising tide of hatred in the United States and 
want to make a difference/fight back?

A: Mayor Brown: We must speak up. We must 
speak out. There are many different ways to help. 
We can express our love for others in social me-
dia, in our workplaces, in our classrooms, in our 
homes. 

We can donate to organizations that work 
against hatred and that try to prevent hate from 
taking root. There are many things that we can do.

Everyone can do something. Collectively, 
coming together, sharing our experiences, our 
backgrounds, our strategies, to eliminate hate 
make us more effective in working against hate in 
our communities.

I want to thank the American Jewish Com-
mittee [AJC] for your work and tireless advocacy 
against hate in all its forms. We have a shared 
commitment to fight against hate. 

Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fair-
field regional director. To join AJC: westchester@
ajc.org. 

JCC Mid-Westchester Honors Scarsdale High 
School Student at Annual Fundraiser

The JCC Mid-Westchester (JCCMW) 
honored Scarsdale High School student 
Samantha Friedland, the center’s “Volun-
teer of the Year,” at its 2022 Spring fund-
raiser. Ms. Friedland was  recognized for 
her commitment to the JCCMW’s Sunday 
Funday offering for special needs children, 
a program she’s participated in for the past 
six years. 

Ms. Friedland began volunteering for 
the JCCMW’s Sunday Funday as part of her 
Bat Mitzvah social action project but opted 
to continue after fulfilling her initial obli-
gation. Since then, she’s devoted near every 
Sunday morning, from September to June, 
to the program, 144 mornings in total.

“The kids who attend the Sunday 
Funday program really benefit from com-
ing together and seeing the same volun-
teers every week,” Ms. Friedland says. “Be-
ing there, it feels like you’re making a difference.” 

Ms. Friedland has found additional ways of serv-
ing the needs of children in Westchester and beyond. 
In 2020, she co-created with her classmate Michael 
Emmerman an outdoor day camp where children 
could safely socialize amidst the closures result-
ing from the pandemic. As part of a group project at 
school, she also launched a program called Buddy 
Connect that connects teenage volunteers with spe-
cial needs children based on shared interests. A grad-
uating senior, Ms. Friedland will be attending the Kel-
ley School of Business at Indiana University this Fall. 

“We are so proud of Samantha for all she’s ac-
complished and her devotion to the children and 
families who rely on JCCMW volunteers,” said Elise 
Dowell, CEO of JCCMW. “We look forward to celebrat-
ing her at our fundraising event.”

The JCCMW fundraiser, “A Night Under the 
Stars” took place on Tuesday, May 17th. In addition to 
Ms. Friedland, the event honored Donna DiFalco, who 
received the organization’s “Heart and Soul Award” 
for her 40 years of service to the JCCMW Nursery 
School.

Samantha Friedland

Senior Law Day at Ridge Road Park
Westchester County Executive George Latimer 

has  announced  that the 22nd Annual Senior Law Day 
will take place on Thursday, June 16 from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. at Ridge Road Park, 287 Ridge Road in Hartsdale. 
The free event will be held outside, to enjoy the fresh air.

The Westchester County Department of Senior 
Programs and Services (DSPS) will provide five edu-
cational talks on topics of interest to seniors and their 
families and one-on-one consultations with experi-
enced elder law attorneys, certified financial planners, 
and geriatric care managers. County agencies and non-
profit organizations will also be available in a separate 
exhibitor tent during the event. Finally, the Westchester 
Library System (WLS) will have a new e-van on hand 
dedicated to promoting digital equity among English 
and Spanish speakers. The WLS team will help people 

with their devices and share library resources.
The program is hosted by Westchester County 

DSPS and the Senior Law Day Collaborative (SLDC). It 
is open to all County senior citizens and their families.  
Registration is encouraged, but walk-ins are welcome. 
Sign-up for the free, 15-minute, one-on-one consulta-
tions  when you arrive.  To register, call 813-6300. Free 
parking and restrooms are available.

The Workshops will focus on: Organizing Your 
Legal and Financial Affairs; Top Financial Concerns and 
Wishes; Top Housing Concerns; Trusts, Inheritance, 
and the Court System; Protecting Yourself. Melinda Bel-
lus of Legal Services of the Hudson Valley, Elena Falcone, 
Westchester Library System, and Sarah A. Steckler of 
Warshaw & Burstein, LLP, co-chair the Senior Law Day 
Collaborative. Sponsors of this year’s event are: Enea, Scan
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