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ADL Hosts Special Envoy Deborah Lipstadt and
Discusses “Fighting Hate from Home”

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) CEO and Na-
tional Director Jonathan Greenblatt and Deborah 
Leipzig, ADL Vice President of Leadership hosted 
U.S. Department of State Special Envoy to Monitor 
and Combat Antisemitism Deborah Lipstadt in a 
webinar, “Fighting Hate from Home” on Wednes-
day, July 27, 2022.  

Lipstadt recently traveled to Israel, Saudi 
Arabia, and United Arab Emirates (UAE) and par-
ticipated in the Presidential Delegation to Israel. 

“Antisemitism is on the rise, here at home 
and around the world,” Greenblatt began. 

“We are bearing witness to the prolifera-
tion of antisemitic acts in public places and have 
seen a normalization of antisemitism, the shift of 

movement of fringe ideas from margins into the 
mainstream, including manifestations in Europe 
against circumcision and Kosher slaughter.

“ADL has been tracking antisemitic inci-
dents for over forty years, longer than the FBI.  
In 2021, ADL tracked 2,717 anti-Jewish incidents 
across the U.S., the highest number we have ever 
seen. We launched a COMBAT Plan last year, a 
one-of-a-kind comprehensive framework for 
policymakers and elected officials to fight anti-
semitism.”

Greenblatt asked Lipstadt what her specific 
goals were. “The way I see this job is like a pitch-
fork with two prongs; “one, is to put out fires to 
make sure the embers do not explode into a con-
flagration.  Given the Abraham Accords which 
have been fully embraced by this Administration, 

there is a chance to do something positive, to work 
in countries where there were purveyors of ha-
tred,” Lipstadt replied.

Expressing deep alarm about the rise of 
White Nationalism with linkages between Europe, 
America, Christchurch, New Zealand, Norway and 
Democratic Florida gubernatorial candidate An-
drew Gillum’s association with left-wing Dream 
Defenders, tied to Popular Front for Liberation of 
Palestine, Greenblatt asked Lipstadt, “How does 
that factor in terms of your priorities?  How do 
you reconcile this White Nationalism with the 
work you are doing?”

“There is the impossibility in this day and age 
to make a strict separation between foreign and 
domestic,” Lipstadt, author of Antisemitism: Here 
and Now answered. Deborah Lipstadt

Second Annual Holocaust Survivor Day Held at Young Israel of White Plains
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

The Second Annual Holocaust Survivor Day 
was held at the Young Israel of White Plains on 
Wednesday, July 13th with guest speakers NYS 
Senator Shelley B. Mayer, Chair Senate Commit-
tee on Education; Allison Danzig, Program Coordi-
nator of Holocaust Survivors, Westchester Jewish 
Community Services (WJCS); 
WJCS CEO Seth Diamond, plus 
members of UJA Federation of 
New York.  The program was 
made possible by a grant from 
the Claims Conference, Confer-
ence on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany.

“I want to acknowledge 
and honor the Holocaust sur-
vivors who are here,” Senator 
Mayer began.

“For many years when 
I represented only Yonkers, 
whose Jewish community 
dissipated over time, the Ho-
locaust Survivors Speakers 

Bureau was a game changer for 
many students.  They did not 
know about the Holocaust.  

“When they heard the real 
stories of the people and their 
experiences, for these young 
people, mostly Black and His-
panic, it changed their views.  I 

am so grateful 
that you keep 
their stories 
alive and share 
them with us.

“This year 
the State Leg-
islature passed 
a law to make sure that the Ho-
locaust is taught in New York 
schools.  We directed a survey 
denoting who was teaching, 
what they were teaching and 
what students were learning.” 

Musical entertainment was 
provided by violinist Ted Kesler, 
Education Professor, Queens 

College, CUNY and Kol Ami Can-
tor Daniel Mendelson.  WJCS 
Rabbi Michael Goldman sang 
Ma Tovu (Balaam’s Blessing); re-
cited Motzei (prayer for bread); 
Shecheyanu prayer (gratitude 
for reaching this day) and led 
Kaddish for the Holocaust vic-

tims.
“We are very happy to share Holocaust Sur-

vivor Day with the survivors, with our friends at 
WJCS, UJA Federation and the Claims Conference.  
It is a beautiful day and a beautiful way to com-
memorate their lives,” Millie Jasper, Executive 
Director, Holocaust and Human Rights Education 
Center (HHREC) commented.  

Allison Danzig, Coordinator, Holocaust 
Survivor Services, WJCS and NYS State 
Senator Shelley B. Mayer

Holocaust Survivors Judith Goldstein (left) 
and Ellen Kaidanow

Holocaust survivors Eliezar (center) and Gesya Raninobich (right) 
enjoy summer celebration at Young Israel of White Plains.Violinist Ted Kesler
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AJC Westchester/Fairfield Annual Meeting
AJC Westchester/Fairfield’s An-

nual Meeting brought over 150 leaders 
together in person and via livestream 
to celebrate their extraordinary 2021-
2022 programming year and all that 
they have achieved together region-
ally, nationally, and globally through 
impactful advocacy and meaningful 
partnerships. 

From city halls to Capitol Hill, 
at the UN and in world capitals, AJC 
works to impact policy and opinion 
on some of the most important is-
sues facing the Jewish people. With 
bold ideas and an unparalleled track 
record, AJC fights antisemitism and 
all forms of hate, strengthens Israel’s 
place in the world, and defends dem-
ocratic values, and these priorities 
were the focus of their annual meet-
ing.

Westchester District Attorney Mimi Rocah 
provided an insightful and powerful overview on 
racism, antisemitism, and hate crimes in West-
chester County and how the office of the District 
Attorney is working to stem bigotry and vio-
lence. A key priority for District Attorney Rocah 
is dealing with hate crimes, both prevention via 
education at early stages and prosecuting of hate 
crimes. The DA’s office works closely with the 45 
Westchester police departments on all aspects 
of fighting hatred, racism, and antisemitism, 
which includes prioritizing the reporting of hate 
crimes. In a moving account, District Attorney 
Rocah shared her personal experiences facing 
antisemitism both as a child of Holocaust survi-
vor and growing up attending a Jewish day school 
in Chicago that often-received threats, and the 
knowledge from a young age that the Jewish com-
munity was a frequent target of hatred. District 
Attorney Rocah shared the profound impact that 
these experiences had on shaping her impressive 
career and commitment to fighting hatred, rac-
ism, and antisemitism.  Barry Lovell, Government 
Outreach Co-Chair, moderated the compelling 

Westchester County District Attorney Mimi Rocah Discusses Combating 
Racism, Antisemitism, and Hate Crimes with Government Outreach Co-Chair 
Barry Lovell

discussion with District Attorney Rocah.
AJC is building a safer, more secure future 

for the Jewish people, Israel, and all humanity. On 
the global front, they were honored to feature an 
exclusive, first-hand look with global experts on 
the impact of President Biden’s trip to Israel, the 
Palestinian Authority, and Saudi Arabia that con-
cluded just days before they gathered together in 
June.

AJC Jerusalem Director Lt. Col. (res.) Avital 
Leibovich and AJC Abu Dhabi Director Ambas-
sador Marc Sievers joined Diplomatic Outreach 
Co-Chair Evelyne Klein in a conversation of the 
impact and impressions on the ground in Israel, 
the PA, and the Gulf from President Biden’s visit.  

AJC Chief Policy and Political Affairs Officer, 
Jason Isaacson provided an extraordinary, tour-de-
force look at the intended goals and impact of Presi-
dent Biden’s Middle East visit, both in the region and 
globally, including strengthening important Mus-
lim-Jewish relationships, possible moves towards 
expansion of the Abraham Accords, and preventing 
the threat of a nuclear Iran. President Biden’s visit in 
Israel was extremely warm and friendly, reflecting a 
decades-long friendship with Israel.

American Zionist Movement Officially 
Recognized by UN

In early August, the 
American Zionist Movement 
(AZM) received a special sta-
tus within the United Nation 
to be an advisory body to the 
organization. This status 
gives the AZM the ability to 
participate in UN events and 
debates as well as to hold 
events within the framework 
of the UN. The organization 
was established in 1993 in 
order to bring the Jewish 
community in the United 
States and Zionism closer to-
gether and works to promote 
Zionist values in the U.S. 
The movement promotes 
dialogue and cooperation between various Zionist 
organizations and will now be able to do so under 
international auspices within the UN.

This is a significant step which follows the 
diplomatic actions of Israel’s Ambassador to the 
United Nations Gilad Erdan and the Permanent 
Mission of Israel to the UN, who have worked ex-
tensively over the past year to promote the orga-
nization’s candidacy, raising the issue in meetings 
with ambassadors and senior diplomats. Ambas-
sador Erdan and the AZM maintain many col-
laborations, including taking UN Ambassadors to 
Israel, the production of the Israeli Mission’s Inde-
pendence Day event with the participation of UN 
Ambassadors and more.

Ambassador Erdan said, “This is an impor-
tant achievement. AZM is a force multiplier for 
Israel in the international arena. I fight every day 
at the UN so that Zionism is considered an impor-
tant and positive movement and I am happy that 
after the despicable decisions made at the UN in 
the past, the understanding of the importance of 
the Zionist enterprise is permeating the UN.

“We have proven that 
Zionism is no longer a dirty 
word within the corridors 
of the UN. I congratulate the 
AZM which is leading an im-
portant effort to strengthen 
the State of Israel and I am 
sure that the movement will 
now be able to further ex-
pand and deepen its work.”

New Rochelle resident 
and President of the Ameri-
can Zionist Movement 
Deborah Isaac said,  “Today 
is a great day for Zionism. 
As the American Zionist 
Movement (AZM) has now 
achieved NGO Special Con-

sultative Status at the UN Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC), AZM has a platform from 
which to move the discussion of Zionism and 
support for Israel in the United Nations from 
a negative to a positive. We are grateful to the 
Permanent Mission of Israel to the UN, under 
the leadership of Ambassador Gilad Erdan, for 
assisting us in achieving this status. AZM looks 
forward to working with our friend Ambassador 
Lachezara Stoeva of Bulgaria, the newly elected 
President of ECOSOC, who joined a recent edu-
cational visit to Israel jointly led by Ambassador 
Erdan and the AZM.”

 The American Zionist Movement (AZM) is 
comprised of 41 national Jewish Zionist organiza-
tions and works across a broad ideological, politi-
cal and religious spectrum linking the American 
Jewish community together in support of Israel, 
Zionism and the Jewish people.  Founded in 
the 1940’s as the American Zionist Council, and 
known since 1993 as AZM, it is the Zionist Federa-
tion in the United States affiliated with the World 
Zionist Organization (WZO).

Deborah Issac

The Cantorial and Synagogue Music Archive Project
The Cantors Assembly has launched the 

Cantorial and Synagogue Music Archive (CSMA), 
a digital hub for the preservation, dissemination, 
and worldwide engagement with cantorial manu-
scripts at https://archive.cantors.org.

The CSMA project was founded in order to 
meet a pressing cultural danger. A generation 
of cantorial elders are reaching retirement and 
old age, and many possess significant collections 
of precious handwritten cantorial music. These 
manuscripts represent the pedagogy, artistry, and 
individuality of working cantors in the height of 
their creativity. The CSMA gives access to these 
treasures to scholars, prayer leaders, and cantors 
for study and musical inspiration for the future.

 The project began with the collection of Can-
tors Assembly past-President and former JTS Fac-
ulty member past-President, Cantor Robert Kieval 
z”l, and is now expanding with manuscripts from 
Cantor David Lefkowitz and more cantors across 
the country. This searchable archive currently 

contains over 8000 manuscript pages 
of rare music by Moshe Ganchoff, 
Jacob Rappaport, and a dozen other 
cantors. It also will feature ongoing ex-
hibits of new musical interpretations 
of the manuscripts in a series of fea-
tured “Animating the Archive” videos, 
and currently includes selections from 
Cantors Jack Mendelson, Eliana Kiss-
ner, Elana Rozenfeld, Judith Berkson, 
and Yanky Lemmer, with instrumental 
impressions by Frank London, Stuart 
Bogie and  Jordan McLean. New videos 
from a wide variety of cantors and art-
ists will emerge on the website and so-
cial media in the months ahead.

“The goal of the CSMA is to create 
a digital portal for the preservation, 
study and re-interpretation of canto-
rial manuscripts, and eventually to be-
come an online hub for academic, mu-

sical, and spiritual engagement with hazzanut,” 
said Project Director, Cantor Matt Austerklein. 
“Over the next decade, we hope the CSMA will 
grow to include diverse collections from all over 
the world, including from both male and female 
cantors. We aspire to create an online community 
between cantors, cantorial mavens, and musical 
Jews worldwide to study, reclaim, and revitalize 
this beautiful heritage.”

The Cantors Assembly commends the work 
of the CSMA team, Dr. Jeremiah Lockwood (lead 
researcher), Cantor Joseph Gole (lead consultant), 
Jamie Katz (web designer), and Cantor Matt Aus-
terklein (project director), for bringing this proj-
ect to light over the past eighteen months. The 
CSMA has been supported by the Cantors Assem-
bly Foundation, together with Cantor David and 
Joan Lefkowitz, Cantor Joseph Gole, Park Avenue 
Synagogue and the Lowell Milken Center for Mu-
sic of American Jewish Experience. The project 

continued on page 4
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UJA-Federation of NY Allocates $2.5 Million to Assist 
Ukrainian Refugees

 UJA-Federation of New 
York announced that it is 
providing more than $2.5 
million this summer to as-
sist refugees of the ongoing 
war in Ukraine who are in 
Israel. The funds will go to-
ward programs that offer 
critical humanitarian assis-
tance including childcare, 
summer camps, and mental 
health services and are be-
ing administered through 
six Israeli cities and several 
nonprofit organizations.

The $2.5 million will 
assist both Olim and the approximately 20,000 
refugees in Israel who are ineligible for government 
assistance under the country’s Law of Return.

UJA partnered with several municipalities 
where refugees are settling and that have signifi-
cant existing Russian-speaking populations, in-
cluding Haifa, Netanya, Ashdod, Rishon LeZion, 
Beer Sheva, and Bat Yam.

The refugee population has faced tremendous 
challenges, as they lack adequate financial assis-
tance and support. As a result of UJA’s intervention, 
services and programming in the partnering cities 

are being offered in a coordinated manner with ef-
fectiveness and efficiency for this population.

“Together with our partnering organizations 
and municipalities, UJA built a much-needed in-
frastructure on the ground to address the urgent 
needs of refugee and immigrant families who ar-
rived in dire circumstances to Israel,” said Itzik 
Shmuli, Director-General Israel Office, UJA-Feder-
ation of New York. “While the current allocations 
are targeted for summer activities, UJA’s Israel Of-
fice continues to be in close contact with govern-
ment, local authorities, and NGOs, contributing 

to the planning of longer-term solutions to 
a situation that will likely not subside any 
time soon. By building this strong network, 
the voices and needs of the refugees are be-
ing heard and handled in a way that did not 
exist prior.”

The $2.5 million allocation will provide 
the following:
○ Establish centers for refugee children 
ages 2–6: $425,000. Run by teams of psychol-
ogists and educators trained in childhood 
trauma counseling, the centers will provide 
psychosocial support and early childhood 
education.

○ Summer programs for refugee children ages 
7–18: $495,000 for summer camps, language im-
mersion, summer school, and extracurricular 
activities.

○ Community mental health: $354,150 for trauma 
counseling and psychosocial support.

○ Municipal funds: $870,000 in cash to assist ref-
ugees with critical basic needs including food, 
medicine, personal hygiene, clothing, and trans-
portation.

○ Volunteer network of 240 Russian and Ukraini-
an-speaking therapists: $72,320.

○ Establish a network of Russian and Ukrainian-
speaking volunteers: $65,000.

○ Protecting women and children from human 
trafficking: $37,000 to protect vulnerable wom-
en and children who are alone in Israel.

○ Training and Job Placement of Olim: $40,000.
○ Summer Camp for Ukrainian Olim living in 

youth villages without families: $25,000.
○ Legal assistance and other advocacy for refu-

gees: $92,000.
○ Summer activities at an aid center housing 60 

refugee families: $20,000.
The Organization’s total assistance since the 

war began is $16 million worldwide. 

Itzik Shmuli in a summer ulpan class in Rishon Lezion, 
sponsored by UJA. Photo credit: Courtesy of UJA-Federation.

Youth refugees and Olim summer camp in Rishon Lezion, sponsored by UJA. Photo credit: 
Courtesy of UJA-Federation.
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is actively seeking funding partners to extend its 
ability to add new collections and expand the ca-
pabilities of the website. 

Cantor Joseph Gole shares, “The inspiration 
for this project comes from my love and respect 
for the holy art form of Hazzanut that our people 
created and that has existed for centuries. It is the 
musical language we use to dialogue with our Cre-
ator. Hazzanut is an art form of personal expres-
sion and emotion that transcends time and space. 
Its loss would be a tragedy. Its preservation is a 
blessing for all time.”

A musician and scholar of cantorial revival-
ism, Dr. Jeremiah Lockwood has spent the last 
year working closely with cantorial families on 
their precious collections, identifying, digitizing, 
cataloging, and creating online exhibits of this 
unique music. He said, “The CSMA is more than a 
repository of old musical manuscripts. It is a tes-
timony to the persistence of sounds of the past, as 
preserved through the unique critical process of 

elder professional liturgical artists. The materials 
held in the CSMA bear witness to the unique aes-
thetics of Jewish musicians in the early 20th cen-
tury immigrant era. The CSMA archive is both a 
historical treasure and an act of enticement, seek-
ing to draw living artists into communion with the 
past through performance of old works of sacred 
music that have been lost to time.”

The recently launched archive is a lasting 
home for the unique collections that cantors have 
spent lifetimes building and an opening to the world 
of hidden sacred musical treasures. The CSMA of-
fers tools to researchers, cantors and musicians who 
wish to access the legacy of Jewish sacred music. Be-
yond preservation and research, the CSMA seeks to 
renew the cantorial arts through inspiring new mu-
sical interpretation and engagement with the amaz-
ing and expansive cantorial art form. 

Users can begin browsing here: https://ar-
chive.cantors.org/Browse and begin your deep 
dive into the cantorial legacy.

The Cantorial and Synagogue Music Archive Project
continued from page 2

Educators Visit Westchester and Gather for 
Holocaust Education

Twenty educators from 15 
US states along with two teach-
ers from the EU were in New York 
City for an advanced program on 
teaching Holocaust history and 
human rights from July 5-16. The 
seminar took place at a time when 
hate crimes and extremism are 
on the rise, and while social jus-
tice and human rights education 
are under attack in many states 
across the US. 

Middle school, high school, 
and college educators were se-
lected to participate in the sum-
mer seminar which encourages 
participants to think creatively 
and collaboratively about how 
they teach the Holocaust, geno-
cide, and social justice. The 
seminar was hosted by The Olga 
Lengyel Institute for Holocaust 
Studies and Human Rights, TOLI.
us, a New York-based nonprofit 
organization that conducts such 
programs across the US and ten 
countries in Europe. The New 
York seminar is the flagship pro-
gram of ten such programs orga-
nized by TOLI across the US. 

On July 8, the group went to 
Congregation Kol Ami in White 
Plains and met with Rabbi Shira 
Milgrom. On another day, there 
was a klezmer performance by 
Rabbi Greg Wall. 

TOLI’s seminars are designed 
to encourage educators to ex-
amine the roots of intolerance, antisemitism and 

racism, how perspectives have 
the capacity to change, and how 
educators can enlarge understand-
ing of ancient and contemporary 
hatreds. The program includes 
Holocaust experts and a survivor, 
Native American and prominent 
Black American educators to speak 
about persecution and racism in 
their respective communities.

 The seminar is led by Dr. 
Sondra Perl, author of “On Aus-
trian Soil: Teaching Those I Was 
Taught to Hate,” and Scarsdale 
resident, Dr. Jennifer Lemberg, 
co-editor of “Becoming a Holo-
caust Educator: Purposeful Peda-
gogy Through Inquiry.” Speakers 
include Brenda Johnston on the 
history and perspective of her Na-
tive American tribe, the Blackfeet, 
in Montana; Dr. Shanedra Nowell 
on the Tulsa Race Massacre; Dr. 
Michelle Sadrena Pledger on lib-
eratory pedagogy and “freedom 
dreaming;” Lacy Watson on re-
membrance, resilience, and resis-
tance; Tracei Willis on racialized 
trauma; and testimony from Ho-
locaust survivor Dr. Irene Hasen-
berg Butter. 

The Olga Lengyel Institute 
was established to educate teach-
ers in the United States, Europe, 
and other parts of the world about 
human rights and social justice 
through the lens of the Holocaust 
and other genocides so that such 

atrocities may never again take place.

Rabbi Shira Milgrom

Dr. Jennifer Lemberg

9/11 Related Illnesses Memorial Committee 
Soliciting Names

The Westchester County 9/11 Related Illnesses 
Memorial Committee is soliciting names of those 
who have died of 9/11 related illness for the 9/11 Re-
lated Illnesses Memorial at Kensico Dam.

County Executive George Latimer said, “It is 
imperative that the lives we lost due to 9/11 related ill-
nesses are not forgotten – not ever.  The loss the fami-
lies have suffered will never be filled, and we are here 
to stand with them, we are here to grieve with them, 
and we are here to remember with them - always.”

If you know someone who was a 9/11 First Re-
sponder (Ground Zero, Pentagon or Shanksville, PA), 
worked or resided in Westchester County, and passed 
away as result of a 9/11 related illnesses,  contact Co-
Chair of the Westchester County 9/11 Related Illness-
es Memorial Committee Matt McCauley at mmccau-
ley@thmllp.com or (914) 343-5251.

Just last year, Westchester County was among 
the first governments to unveil a new 9/11 Related Ill-

nesses Memorial. The Memorial is designed to com-
plement the stonework of the Dam and surround The 
Rising as an eternal watch. This memorial is the cul-
mination of a promise this County government made 
to the families and loved ones of these true Westches-
ter heroes. 

McCauley a retired NYPD officer and paramed-
ic, who worked as a first responder on 9/11 at Ground 
Zero noted, “County Executive George Latimer has 
been a longtime supporter of first responders and 
the 9/11 community throughout his entire career. It 
is great to see that he understands the importance 
of having a memorial. In the immediate aftermath 
of the 9/11 attacks our first responders were present 
at Ground Zero. Now as many of them are becom-
ing sick and dying, it is important for our County to 
recognize the sacrifice. Thank you, County Executive 
Latimer for showing that Westchester County will 
never forget.”

AJR Announces New Partnerships
The Association of Jewish Refugees (AJR) has 

announced two new partnerships which will enable 
audiences in the US and Europe to access and use 
the AJR Refugee Voices testimony archive. 

In a first collaboration with a US partner, the 
entire collection of 270 AJR Refugee Voices inter-
views will now be held at the Center for Jewish His-
tory in New York, which provides a collaborative 
home for the American Jewish Historical Society, 
American Sephardi Federation, Yeshiva University 
Museum, the YIVO Institute for Jewish Research, 
and  Leo Baeck Institute. 

The Center for Jewish History’s Chief of Ar-
chive and Library Services, Rachel Miller said, “The 
Center for Jewish History is honoured to be the first 
US institution to provide access to these testimo-
nies. These voices from the UK will broaden the rich 
digital footprint of the oral histories documenting 
the refugee and immigrant experiences of Central 
and Eastern European Jewish survivors, Iraqi Jews, 
and Soviet era refuseniks currently available to our 
US audience.”

The partnership with Austrian organisation 
erinnern.at and its online testimony platform weit-
er erzählen, opens up new digital learning avenues. 
This is the first time a collection of entire Refugee 

Voices interviews (Herta Kammerling, Walter Kam-
merling, John Chillag, Francis Max Steiner and Val-
erie Klimt) will be fully accessible online through 
a partner organisation. erinnern.at collects and 
presents video and audio interviews with victims 
of National Socialism with an Austrian connection. 
It is part of Austria’s Agency for Education and In-

From left to right: AJR Chief Executive Michael Newman, 
Center for Jewish History’s Chief of Archive and Library 
Services Rachel Miller and United Kingdom Special Envoy 
for Post-Holocaust Issues

continued on page 9

The Rivertowns Jewish Single Parents Network is a new group of single, divorced, and wid-
owed parents looking for camaraderie, fun events, and support. The hope is to create a “critical mass” 
by gathering folks in this cohort from all over the Rivertowns and Westchester.

Join them for their first event with a Trivia Night.  https://tinyurl.com/RJSPtrivia to register.
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Attention Jewish High School 
Student Leaders

LFT (Leaders for Tomorrow), 
AJC’s innovative education 
program for high school 
students, is designed to 
empower Jewish student 
leaders to advocate on behalf 
of the Jewish people and 
Israel.

AJC LFT instills in teens the 
knowledge, confidence, and 
passion to serve as positive 
change-makers among their 
peers, in their communities, 
and beyond.

AJC LFT students meet once 
a month for seven months 
beginning in October 2022.

These interactive, student- 
centered sessions offer the 
opportunity to learn about 
and unpack the most 
pressing issues affecting 
today’s Jewish teens. 

Community service credit can 
be provided for interested 
students.

Interested students should submit an online application 
at https://ajc.org/lftinfo
For more information, contact Ortal Margalith: margalitho@ajc.org

Hadassah Celebrates 125 Years of the Zionist Movement & Israel at 75
Hadassah, The Women’s 

Zionist Organization of Ameri-
ca, Inc., proudly celebrates two 
important anniversaries in the 
history of Israel and Zionism: 
the 125th anniversary of the First 
Zionist Congress and the 75th 
anniversary of the State of Israel. 
The organization shares the fol-
lowing policy statement:

“Hadassah inspires a pas-
sion for and commitment to the 
land, the people and the future 
of Israel.  By strengthening our 
connection to Israel, we help to 
ensure a strong future for Zion-
ism.   Hadassah’s deep roots and 
devotion to Zionism bring heal-
ing and justice to the world.

“The summer of 2022 will 
mark the 125th anniversary of the First World 
Zionist Congress, the foundation of the Zion-
ist movement. Hadassah has long celebrated the 
importance of the congress, which meets every 

five years and is instrumental in 
shaping Zionism both in Israel 
and in the diaspora.  Hadassah is 
proud of our active involvement 
in the World Zionist Congress 
(WZC) along with our member-
ship and leadership in the World 
Zionist Organization and its lo-
cal federation, the American Zi-
onist Movement (AZM).

“We believe that highlight-
ing the significance of this an-
niversary is critical as an ex-
pression of Hadassah’s ongoing 
commitment to the celebration 
of Zionism today and for years 
to come, especially now when Is-
rael is being challenged by others 
and when antisemitism and anti-
Zionism are sadly growing in the 

United States and around the world.
“In celebration of Israel’s 75th year of inde-

pendence next year, we reaffirm our commitment 
to the State of Israel. We celebrate our works of 

practical Zionism that helped to build the State 
of Israel and continues to foster its growth. We 
pledge to continue our important Zionist efforts 
both in Israel and around the world.

“Hadassah’s Zionist education programs 
and Zionist advocacy are committed to: Amplify-
ing the voices of young Zionist adults who repre-
sent the next generation of leaders; Empowering 
people to publicly claim their support for Israel; 
Addressing and changing current negative con-
notations of Zionism; Proudly declaring our Zion-
ism through education, advocacy and discourse; 
Educating the wider public on Zionism’s roots 
and modern-day challenges; and Listening and 
respecting those Zionists who share opinions that 
differ from our own.

“Hadassah’s newest Israel program, Evolv-
ing Zionism: Widening the Tent, encourages ac-Naomi Adler, CEO, Hadassah. Photo 

credit: Paige Thatcher

tivities and discussions about modern-day Zion-
ism. We welcome everyone to join us in widening 
the tent to encompass a wide breadth of Zionist 
views.”

Hadassah’s Policy Statements represent the 
organization’s official stance on a wide variety of 
issues facing the nation, Israel and other inter-
national matters of concern. Policy Statements 
are debated and voted on at national meetings 
by Hadassah’s national board and delegates from 
membership. Once approved, statements become 
official policies of the organization and serve to 
define Hadassah’s overall agenda and advocacy 
priorities. Hadassah, as a charitable organization 
classified under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code, is prohibited from any direct or in-
direct support of, or opposition to, candidates for 
public office.

Birthright Israel Celebrates in Tel Aviv with 
Mega Event

More than 3,000 enthusiastic attend-
ees gathered in Tel Aviv, Israel, on July 13 for 
an extravaganza, known as the Birthright 
Israel Mega Event, that caps each summer’s 
gathering of the organization’s trips to Israel.

The event was more exuberant than 
normal, marking as it did the return, after a 
two-year break due to the coronavirus crisis, 
of the free summer trips to Israel for young 
Jewish adults from the Diaspora. Since 1999, 
800,000 young adults from 68 countries 
have participated on Birthright trips.

The crowd at Pavilion 2 of Expo, Tel 
Aviv, included Birthright participants from 13 coun-
tries, 700 participants in Onward-Israel, 120 in Birth-
right Excel summer program, and the Birthright Is-
rael Foundation Mission, led by Board Chair Phil De 
Toledo, as well as many donors and supporters from 
around the world.

The event also included greetings from philan-
thropist Miriam Adelson, M.D. and Birthright Israel’s 
CEO, Gidi Mark emceed the evening. The Israeli pop-
music duo of Static and Ben El performed for the cel-
ebrants.

“After two years of limited participation, we at 
Birthright are experiencing tremendous demand 

and are preparing accordingly for the rest of the year. 
Since the beginning of 2022, more than 25,000 par-
ticipants have come to Israel from the Diaspora and 
we’re already preparing to welcome the one millionth 
participant to arrive within the next few years,” said 
Birthright Israel CEO Gidi Mark.

“Tonight, we are excited to return to celebrating 
such a large group of Birthright participants in Israel 
to experience it for themselves. This includes, for 
the first-time, participants from Onward Israel, the 
leading mid-term internship program that merged 
with Birthright earlier this year. Birthright is an or-
ganization that connects Israel to the largest number 
of young Jewish adults from around the world and 
builds a Zionist-strategic Iron Dome for Israel,” he 
added.

Birthright Israel offers the gift of a free trip to 
Israel for Jewish adults ages 18–26 and, in doing so, 
transforms the Jewish future. Past participants have 
called the trips life changing. Birthright Israel aims 
to bring every Jewish young adult from around the 
world, especially those less connected, to Israel on its 
educational programs.

Today, Birthright Israel is the largest educa-
tional tourism organization in the world, with more 
than 800,000 young adults having visited the country 
since the program’s founding.

 Photo credit: Erez Uzir, Courtesy of Birthright 
Israel.
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Chabad Teens Taking a Stand on Israel
Chabad of Mamaroneck offers college credits 

for high school students who learn Israel’s history, 
advocacy, and spiritual significance. 

Israel might be the size of New Jersey, but it 
hogs a disproportionate amount of media atten-
tion. As a teen scrolling through Instagram, it’s 
hard to ignore some of the anti-Israel sentiments.

With all the noise out there, teens need facts 
to fight the misinformation. “We want our Jew-
ish teens to advocate confidently for our Jewish 
homeland,” says Rabbi Shimon Rivkin, director of 
Cteen U International. “But that doesn’t start with 
current events; it starts by going back thousands 
of years.”

Teens of Mamaroneck’s CTeen chapter will 
gather weekly for 14 lessons covering everything 
from the ethics of the IDF to the origins of Jewish 
claims to the land. At the end of the course, each 
participating teen receives 2 college credits.  

“I found myself always looking forward to my 
CTeen U classes,” said Mark, a teen from Larch-
mont who has taken 10 CTeen U classes. “It’s that 
rare time when I can sit with friends and discuss 
things that really matter to us as Jewish teens.”

Titled, “Israel and Me,” the new course 
launching in the fall semester is the product of 
CTeen U, a collaboration between Yeshiva Univer-
sity and the Chabad teen network, CTeen Interna-
tional. 

CTeen is the world’s fastest growing network 
of Jewish teens, with over 630 chapters in 37 coun-
tries on 6 continents.

The new collaboration is with Yeshiva Uni-
versity, the world’s premier Jewish institution for 
higher education, home to a network of under-

graduate and graduate programs. The YU under-
graduate programs offer a unique dual curriculum 
comprising Jewish studies and liberal arts, sci-
ences, and business courses.

“Yeshiva University and CTeen have carefully 
curated courses that will appeal to Jewish high 
school students from any background,” says Rabbi 
Chaim Pinczower. “No previous Judaic knowledge 
is required.”

CTeen U’s relevant and engaging curriculum 
on the tenets of Judaism cultivates a strong sense 
of purpose and Jewish identity. The curriculum is 
designed to encourage teens to ask questions and 
apply Jewish thought to their everyday activities. 
The small group settings will make it possible for 
the instructor to get to know each student and 
for the students to bond with each other as they 
study.

“I know how busy teens are preparing for col-
lege—this is an opportunity for them to advance 
their resume and college career while studying the 
Torah’s timeless wisdom,” says Rabbi Pinczower.

Yeshiva University credits are accepted at 
many colleges around the country, including high-
ly selective schools, state colleges, liberal arts col-
leges, public flagships, specialized programs, and 
many more.

The 14-week course is available to sopho-
mores, juniors, and seniors, and classes will meet 
in-person/virtually starting October 25th, 2022.

Scholarships available. Sign up before Au-
gust 31st for the early bird special!

To sign up or for more information,  reach 
out to Rabbi Chaim Pinczower: Chabad101.com/
cteen; cteen@chabad101.com or call 917-543-4153

The Holocaust: What Hate Can Do, A New Exhibition
The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A 

Living Memorial to the Holocaust has an-
nounced a new exhibition called The Ho-
locaust: What Hate Can Do and  offers an 
expansive, timely presentation of Holocaust 
history told through over 750 objects, pho-
tos, and film from the Museum’s collec-
tion, many on view for the first time. The 
12,000-square-foot exhibition tells a global 
story through a local lens, rooted in objects 
donated by survivors and their families, 
many of whom settled in the greater New 
York region.

Of a particularly timely resonance, nu-
merous artifacts in the Museum’s collection are from 
Ukraine, and the history of Jews in Ukraine is woven 
throughout The Holocaust: What Hate Can Do, pro-
viding the history of Ukrainian Jews as crucial con-
text for today’s unfolding crisis.

In keeping with the Museum’s mission to edu-

cate people of all ages and backgrounds on the broad 
tapestry of Jewish life before, during, and after the 
Holocaust, the exhibition features countless begin-
nings, middles, and too many endings that make 
up the stories of The Holocaust: What Hate Can Do. 
Each room, and each object, contains generations of 
experiences and information about who Jews are, 
what sustains Jewish communities, and what life was 
like during the period of European modernization, 
World War I, and the political and social movements 
that brought about the rise of the Nazi Party. 

Within the Holocaust experiences of legalized 
racism and fascism, pogroms, ghettos, mass murder, 
and concentration camps are instances of personal 
and global decision-making, escape, resistance, and 
resilience, and ultimately liberation and new begin-
nings. 

The audio tour guide accompanying the exhibi-
tion, available for download through the free Bloom-
berg Connects app, features narration from actress 
Julianna Margulies, winner of eight Screen Actors 
Guild Awards, three Primetime Emmy Awards, and 
a Golden Globe, and Eleanor Reissa, the Tony-nom-
inated director, Broadway and television actress, 
prize-winning playwright, author of the memoir 
“The Letters Project: A Daughter’s Journey,” and for-
mer artistic director of the National Yiddish Theatre 
Folksbiene.

The exhibition opens to the public on Friday, 
July 1.

The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Me-
morial to the Holocaust is New York’s contribution to 
the global responsibility to never forget. The Muse-

um is committed to the crucial mission of educating 
diverse visitors about Jewish life before, during, and 
after the Holocaust. The third largest Holocaust Mu-
seum in the world and the second-largest in North 
America, the Museum of Jewish Heritage anchors 
the southernmost tip of Manhattan, completing the 
cultural and educational landscape it shares with the 
Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island. 

The Museum of Jewish Heritage maintains a 
collection of almost 40,000 artifacts, photographs, 
documentary films, and survivor testimonies and 
contains classrooms, a 375-seat theater (Edmond J. 
Safra Hall), special exhibition galleries, a resource 
center for educators, and a memorial art installa-
tion, Garden of Stones, designed by internationally 
acclaimed sculptor Andy Goldsworthy. The Museum 
is the home of National Yiddish Theatre Folksbiene 
and JewishGen. 

The Museum’s current offerings include Boris 
Lurie: Nothing To Do But To Try, a first of its kind 
exhibition on the 20th century artist and Holocaust 
survivor on view through November 6, 2022.

Each year, the Museum presents over 60 public 
programs, connecting our community in person and 
virtually through lectures, book talks, concerts, and 
more. For more information visit: mjhnyc.org/events. 

In addition, the Museum offers free, pre-
recorded virtual lessons for students, taught by a 
Museum educator, using its Holocaust Curriculum 
lesson plans. Designed for middle and high school, 
the lessons, available on demand, allow for student 
interaction via chat and polls, offer certificates of 
completion, and resources for additional research. 

For more information: https://mjhnyc.org/educa-
tion/virtual-lessons/

The Museum receives general operating sup-
port from the New York City Department of Cultural 
Affairs and New York State Council on the Arts.
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UJA Volunteers Fill Backpacks for Westchester 
Children in Need

Mazel Tov

Nearly 400 volunteers of all 
ages filled more than 1,000 new 
backpacks with school supplies and 
made cards for Westchester chil-
dren in need, including Ukrainian 
refugees resettling in the county, on 
July 31, 2022, at Bet Torah in Mount 
Kisco, Congregation Emanu-El of 
Westchester in Rye, Westchester 
Reform Temple in Scarsdale, and 
Young Israel of Scarsdale. 

The packing events were orga-
nized by UJA-Federation of New York 
and Supplies for Success to ensure 
that every child, no matter their back-
ground or level of family income, has 
the tools to succeed in the classroom. 
The backpacks will be distributed by 
Westchester Jewish Community Ser-
vices (WJCS), Hope Pantry, Westchester Coalition for Immigration, Edenwald Center, and local Jewish day 
schools.

Event chairs Tina Steinberg, Danielle Cohen, Megan Kadosh, Leora Rosenberg, 
Natasha Hanan, Lauren Neustat, and Lucy Kweskin at Bet Torah

Tara Slone-Goldstein, UJA Westchester Regional Chair, at 
Westchester Reform Temple

Packing school supplies at Westchester Reform Temple

Cantor Robin Joseph Premiers Her Play with 
Westchester Collaborative Theater

From Friday, July 22 through Sunday, July 
31, Westchester Collaborative Theater (WCT) re-
turned with an outdoor production of Parking Lot 
Plays, with five short new works featuring a mix of 
comedies and dramas from its play development 
program. Each site-specific play integrates Ossin-
ing’s parking lot into its story as the characters 
navigate the terrain of this location while they tell 
their stories. The production was co-directed by 
WCT’s Melissa Nocera of Yorktown Heights and 
Susan Ward of Ossining and featured an ensemble 
cast of WCT member actors.

The 2022 edition of Parking Lot Plays was 
performed outdoors in the satellite parking lot ad-
jacent to the WCT Theater at 23 Water Street. 

“WCT playwrights have done a masterful job 
of seamlessly blending the location into a some-
times farcical, often zany, always engaging mix of 
plays that manage to provoke thoughtfulness and 
hilarity simultaneously. Covering a wide range of 
timely topics from climate change to cognitive be-
havioral therapy to unconscious bias, all are sure 
to enthrall audiences,” says WCT Executive Direc-
tor Alan Lutwin.

One of the plays was written by Cantor Robin 
Joseph of Temple Beth Shalom in Hastings on 
Hudson. Called Something to Lose By, was a ques-
tion from a stranger that causes a young woman to 
rediscover a part of herself that she had lost—or 
was hoping to lose.

Westchester Collaborative Theater is a mul-
ticultural, cooperative theater company located 
in Ossining, dedicated to developing new work 

for the stage and bringing live theater to the com-
munity. It is comprised of local playwrights, ac-
tors, and directors who employ a Lab approach 
in which new stage works are nurtured through 
an iterative process of readings, critiques, and 
rewrites. When work is ready for production, it is 
presented to the public at its new theater space. 

WCT is committed to furthering theater arts in 
the community. It is a 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation 
and a recipient of production grants from ArtsWest-
chester and New York State Council on the Arts.

Robin Joseph photo by AlisonSheehy

Leah Eisenberg Joins HHREC Board of Directors
The Holocaust & Human Rights Education 

Center (HHREC) of White Plains, has announced 
that Leah Eisenberg has joined their Board of Di-
rectors. Eisenberg is a partner in Mayer 
Brown’s New York office and a member of 
the firm’s Restructuring practice. Leah’s 
practice focuses on counseling clients in 
default, restructuring, bankruptcy and cor-
porate trust matters, with an emphasis on 
indenture trustee and creditor representa-
tions.

“In furtherance of the Jewish concept 
of Tikkun Olam, ‘repair the world’, and as 
a third-generation survivor, personal and commu-
nity healing and prevention starts with teaching 
and learning the lessons of the Holocaust, genocide 
and human rights.  I am honored to be part of the 
HHREC family and board, where their dedication 
to teaching and learning these lessons through 
unique educational programs contributes to the 
great need for Holocaust and related human rights 
education and awareness.”

Eisenberg has been recognized by The Best 
Lawyers of America and was the recipient of the 
NYIC Women’s Division Executive of the Year 

Award, among other honors. She earned her Doc-
torate in Law from the Brooklyn Law School, and 
earned a BA in Politics, Philosophy and Law from 

Binghamton University.  Eisenberg is a 
graduate student at Kean University where 
she is enrolled in the Holocaust and Geno-
cide Studies Master’s Degree program.

“It is with great pleasure that we wel-
come Leah Eisenberg to our Board.” said 
Michael Gyory, HHREC Board Chairperson. 
“She brings a tremendous level of energy 
and experience to our organization. We are 
very excited to have her join us in our efforts 

to promote human rights community here in the 
greater New York area.”

The Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center is a not-for-profit organization based in 
White Plains that serves Westchester, Fairfield and 
neighboring counties. Their mission is to enhance 
the teaching and learning of the lessons of the Ho-
locaust and the right of all people to be treated with 
dignity and respect. They encourage students and 
all people to speak up and act against all forms of 
bigotry and prejudice. For more information call 
914.696.0738 email info@hhrecny.org 

Leah Eisenberg

Bill to Award Congressional Gold Medal to 
Benjamin Ferencz

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY), Sen-
ate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) and 
Senator Ben Cardin (D-MD) recently introduced 
a bill to award the Congressional 
Gold Medal to Benjamin Ferencz, 
the last living Nuremberg pros-
ecutor, in recognition of his work 
prosecuting Nazi war criminals, 
most notably the Einsatzgrup-
pen, and his service in World War 
II. The bill passed the House in 
May and was introduced by Rep-
resentatives Lois Frankel (D-FL), 
Joe Wilson (R-SC), Ted Deutch 
(D-FL), Gus Bilirakis (R-FL), Jim 
McGovern (D-MA), and Chris 
Smith (R-NJ).

“I am honored to introduce 
this bill to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Benjamin 
Ferencz, a champion for human 
rights and the last living Nurem-
berg prosecutor,” said Senator Gillibrand. “As 
chief U.S. prosecutor during the Nuremberg tri-
als, Mr. Ferencz held Nazi war criminals account-
able for their crimes against humanity, and sub-
sequently spent his life fighting for human rights, 

justice and peace. Mr. Ferencz’s life demonstrates 
what it means to dedicate oneself to compassion, 
empathy and righteousness. Few people have been 

more deserving of this honor, and 
I am hopeful that the Senate can 
swiftly pass this important bill.”

 “I am proud to support 
and introduce this legislation 
to award Benjamin Ferencz, the 
last living Nuremberg prosecu-
tor, with one of the greatest hon-
ors an American can receive, the 
Congressional Gold Medal,” said 
Senator Schumer. “Mr. Ferencz, 
a Jewish immigrant who went on 
to serve our country in the Army, 
and honorably serve as a chief 
prosecutor for the U.S. in the 
Nuremberg trials, bravely held 
notorious Nazi war criminals to 
account. I urge my Senate col-
leagues to pass this bill expedi-

tiously to recognize Mr. Ferencz for his fervor for 
justice and lifelong devotion to human rights and 
peace.”

 “Ben Ferencz embodies the fight for justice. 

Benjamin Ferencz. Photo credit- Adam 
Jones, Ph.D/ Global Photo Archive/
Wikomedia Commons

continued on page 9
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The Binder Family at World Maccabiah Games
The Binder Family  of Armonk has returned 

from the 21st World Maccabiah Games in Israel 
with wonderful memories and new friends. Fa-
ther Jeffrey, Abigail and Zachary were all part of 
the USA delegation.

“Overall, my Maccabiah experience was very 
positive,” Abby said. “ I met amazing Jewish vol-
leyball players from all over the country and the 
world. Not only did I get to play the sport that I 
love, but I got to explore a part of the world I had 
never been to before,” the 20 year old noted.  

“For the first few days of the trip, we took 
part in the Israel Connect program that Maccabi 
USA had set up. All the USA teams got to visit beau-
tiful historical and holy sites around Israel. It was 
very interesting to be visiting places like the West-
ern Wall and Masada, that have thousands of years 
of rich history, with a group of people that I had 
just met. I think it helped me create a special bond 
with my new teammates and friends that will last 
a lifetime.

“My Open Women’s Volleyball team fought 
hard throughout the competition and came in 4th 
overall. I am so grateful to have had this experi-
ence and look forward to possibly participating in 
future Maccabiah events!”
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WJCS Awarded $2 Million SAMHSA Grant
WJCS (Westchester Jewish Community Ser-

vices), the largest provider of outpatient licensed 
community-based mental health services in West-
chester County, was awarded a $2 million federal 
grant to provide trauma services. 
The five-year grant was awarded 
by the Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration 
(SAMHSA) and will allow the agen-
cy to expand services at the WJCS 
Trager Lemp Center for Treating 
Trauma & Promoting Resilience. 
The grant will allow the agency to 
deepen its focus on providing trau-
ma services to young people, ages 8 
to 21, and their families with a par-
ticular focus on Black, indigenous, 
and people of color (BIPOC) and 
LGBTQ+ young people who have 
been impacted by COVID 19. The 
grant also allows for more support 
to be offered to those with inten-
sive mental health needs resulting 
from multiple traumas.

“The loss of consistent schooling, the lack of 
social connection and economic and health un-
certainty over the past two years of the pandemic 
has been devastating for our young people,” com-
mented WJCS CEO Seth Diamond. “As a result, 
the rate of trauma among young people is higher 
than it has ever been. This grant will greatly as-
sist efforts to help those struggling now and will 
contribute to our efforts to help our community 
heal. We thank SAMHSA for providing support for 
these critically needed services.”

“Trauma, if untreated, will negatively influ-
ence every aspect of the lives of our young people 
and those effects will ripple throughout our entire 
community,” said Liane Nelson, Ph.D., Director 
of the WJCS Trager Lemp Center and founding 
Co-chair of the Westchester County Task Force 
on Trauma. “By allowing us to dedicate more re-
sources to communities of color most impacted 
by COVID, we can help young people recover and 

Seth Diamond

move forward.”
The award-winning Trager Lemp Center, 

founded in 1982, is Westchester’s only compre-
hensive, outpatient trauma treatment center. The 

project’s goals more specifically are 
to increase the capacity of WJCS 
to identify children experiencing 
trauma and to allow the agency to 
serve those identified in a trauma-
informed way. Under the grant, 
the agency will use evidence-based 
practices for its trauma treatment 
and will closely monitor the out-
comes of its services.

Founded in 1943, Westches-
ter Jewish Community Services 
(WJCS) serves 20,000 people of all 
ages and backgrounds in Westches-
ter County annually. The pandemic 
has taken a devastating toll on 
Westchester County. Throughout 
the county, 220 children lost a par-
ent or caregiver due to COVID-19, 
between March and July 2020 

alone. Black and Hispanic children lost a parent/
caregiver at more than twice the rate of Caucasian 
children in New York State. Unemployment, food, 
and housing insecurity, loss of health insurance 
and childcare, and social isolation all skyrocketed, 
increasing the psychosocial distress, which has 
potentially long-lasting consequences for youth.

WJCS is one of the largest non-profit, non-
sectarian human services agencies in Westches-
ter, serving 20,000 people of all ages and back-
grounds. WJCS is a trauma-informed agency. Its 
integrated network of services includes: mental 
health treatment and counseling, child and youth 
development programs, residential and non-resi-
dential programs for individuals with intellectual 
and developmental disabilities, senior services, 
and educational, cultural, and spiritual program-
ming for the Westchester Jewish community. For 
more information about WJCS, go to www.wjcs.
com.

ternationalization which provides programmes for 
teaching and learning about National Socialism and 
the Holocaust. 

Refugee Voices is AJR’s ground-breaking Holo-
caust testimony collection of filmed interviews with 
Jewish survivors and refugees from Nazi Europe 
who fled to Great Britain prior to the Second World 
War or who came to the country at war’s end. Along-
side the filmed interviews, the archive comprises 
photographs and documents that describe, in their 
own words, the lives of a remarkable community of 
people. 

AJR Refugee Voices can already be accessed 
at many of the world’s leading institutions for Holo-
caust studies and research, including Yad Vashem in 
Jerusalem, the Memorial de la Shoah in Paris and 
the Wiener Holocaust Library in London. The col-
lection is also available for students at several UK 
and European Universities, such as Southampton, 
Essex and Leeds as well as the Freie University Berlin 
where it complements two other Holocaust survivor 
testimony archives. Recent publications using mate-
rial from the Refugee Voices collection include Re-
becca Clifford’s book ‘Survivors: Children Lives after 
the Holocaust’ and Deborah Cadbury book on Bunce 
Court entitled ‘The School that escaped the Nazis.’

Dr Bea Lewkowicz, director of the AJR Refugee 
Archive, said, “As we approach the 20th anniver-
sary of the establishment of Refugee Voices, we are 
delighted to expand our international partnership 

and to share the many Holocaust testimonies we 
have collected with new audiences. It is our fervent 
hope that the precious stories we have captured will 
be used for research and study, to combat Holocaust 
denial and distortion, and to preserve for posterity a 
unique history and cultural heritage.”

The AJR is the leading national charitable or-
ganisation exclusively delivering social, welfare and 
volunteer services to Jewish victims of Nazi oppres-
sion living in Great Britain. 

The AJR is also the largest supporter of Holo-
caust educational programmes, projects and initia-
tives to commemorate the Holocaust in the UK.

The AJR has produced the ground-breaking 
audio-visual testimony archive, Refugee Voices. This 
collection of 250 filmed interviews creates a legacy of 
the experiences of the refugees and will advance and 
enhance Holocaust research for future generations. 
Refugee Voices enables Holocaust researchers and 
scholars to watch up to 500 hours of film and read 
fully edited and transcribed accounts. Researchers 
are assisted by timecodes that, together with a sum-
mary sheet and key words section, direct users to 
specific sections of the films.

The AJR’s ‘My Story’ project tells the life stories 
of Jewish refugees and Holocaust survivors through 
the production of individual life story books to be 
kept as treasured memories and tools for reminis-
cence and to raise awareness about the Holocaust 
and Nazi oppression. 

AJR Announces New Partnerships
continued from page 4

His remarkable contributions to the Nurenberg 
tribunal’s prosecution of some of the 20th cen-
tury’s most notorious war criminals have rightly 
been recognized by numerous organizations, in-
cluding the U.S. Holocaust Museum and Memori-
al, which continues its important work to give real 
meaning to the words ‘never again,’” said Senator 
Cardin. “Throughout his long life of accomplish-
ments, Mr. Ferencz continued to be an outspoken 
advocate for the rights of the oppressed. I’m proud 
to join my colleagues in sponsoring the Congres-
sional Gold Medal for Ben Ferencz. It is a fitting 
tribute to a life of purpose and service to human-
ity.”

Ben Ferencz immigrated to the United States 
from Hungary when he was ten months old and 
his family settled in New York City. Ferencz grew 
up in New York City and attended The City College 
of New York and Harvard Law School.

After graduating from Harvard Law School, 
Ferencz joined an anti-aircraft artillery battalion 
preparing for the invasion of France. Ferencz was 

honorably discharged from the U.S. Army in 1945 
with the rank of Sergeant of Infantry. Soon after 
being discharged, he was recruited to work on the 
Nuremberg trials.

Ferencz, along with roughly 50 other re-
searchers, examined Nazi offices and archives in 
Berlin, finding staggering evidence of genocide 
by the Nazis. Ferencz, in his first-ever case and 
aged 27, served as Chief Prosecutor for the Unit-
ed States in the Einsatzgruppen Case, in which 
commanders of SS mobile death squads faced 
charges of war crimes and crimes against human-
ity. Twenty-two defendants were charged, pros-
ecuted, and convicted of murdering over a million 
people. Fourteen were sentenced to death.

The Congressional Gold Medal is Congress’ 
highest expression of national appreciation for 
distinguished achievements and contributions. 
The first Congressional Gold Medal was given to 
George Washington in 1776 and has been awarded 
just 184 times to our nation’s heroes, activists, sci-
entists, and other important figures in our society.

 

Bill to Award Congressional Gold Medal to Benjamin Ferencz
continued from page 7
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$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail us your Business Card and Full Payment and we’ll take care of the rest. Mail to: 
Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, Pelham, N.Y. 10803

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $110.00 for 4 lines. 
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CLASSIFIEDS

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 914-
602-7318.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall and 
painting! Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE IRS OR THE NEW YORK STATE TAX DEPARTMENT? 
I can Help. My name is Gerald Snyder and I am an enrolled agent and a former IRS Group Manager, and 
have successfully represented clients before the IRS and the New York State tax Department for over  25  
years. I resolve liens, levies, seizures, income tax and sales tax audits, penalties and trust fund recovery 
issues. I also handle unfiled tax returns. I operate from convenient offices at 73 Market St., Ridge Hill, 
Yonkers. My fees are reasonable and I offer a free initial consultation. I offer in-person meetings. Why 
deal with an unknown person only through the internet when you can meet with me in person? Pease 
call me at 914-793-5654 or e-mail me at thasnyder1@verizon.net.

EXERCEO FITNESS
Personalized fitness training in the convenience and safety of your home, home gym, outdoor space or 
remotely with nationally certified personal fitness specialist with 13 years experience. For Complimentary 
Assessment and more info contact Vincent DePasquale: voice/text (914) 775-8375, email 
info@exerceofitness.org and visit exerceofitness.org

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion.  
Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from 
Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

Let us handle the creative side of your business.

Website design, logos, brochures, mailers, annual reports, 
flyers, business cards, signage, event materials and more...

Call 914-738-7869 or email cp@shorelinepub.com
for complete details.
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Don’t Forget About Fido in Your Estate Plan

BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

The time to focus on your estate planning is now. 
If you do, then you will have taken a giant step towards 
making things easier for your family and loved ones. If 
you don’t, then things can get extremely complicated 
and expensive after you die or become incapacitated. 
Typically, with estate planning, start the process with 
thoughts regarding assets, planning for  spouse and chil-
dren and sometimes who they want to receive their tan-

gible personal property, including jewelry, furnishings, 
and art. But what about your dog or other pet; have you 
given any thought to who would take care of him if you 
could not?  

If making sure your pet is taken care of when you 
cannot do it is important to you, then your estate plan 
should include provisions for your pet. After all, it is 
entirely possible that your pet will outlive you. Here are 
some things for you to consider: 

Decide who will take care of your pet.  Here, it is 
important to pick someone who actually wants to do 
this and who can provide a pet-friendly environment 
that is appropriate and suitable for your four-legged 
friend (or another pet).  It’s a good idea to ask the person 
you choose prior to making this decision.  It’s possible 
that they may not want to do it and then you will need to 
go on to the next person.  The person you select should 
get along with your pet and should have the same phi-

losophy as to how your pet should be treated (a client’s 
wife once told me that she wanted to come back as her 
husband’s dog in her next life!).  Also, consider if the 
caretaker has small children or a pet of their own and 
whether your pet can adapt to that situation. You should 
consider the personalities of your pet and the caretaker 
you are considering. 

Provide instructions.  You should provide your 
caretaker with detailed information relating to your 
pet’s needs, likes and dislikes, any medications, health 
issues (including contact information for the pet’s vet-
erinarian), and feeding instructions (including any spe-
cial dietary needs and allergies).  Also, if your pet has a 
microchip you want to make sure that this information 
is communicated to the caretaker and updated, as nec-
essary.  This could become extremely important if your 
pet is lost and ends up in a shelter or clinic. 

Allocate some of your estate to your pet.  After all, 
taking care of a pet costs money.  It’s one thing to ask 
someone to be a caretaker and quite another thing to 
ask them to go out of pocket for your pet.  Fortunately, 
New York has a pet trust statute. While you may also 
leave money to the caretaker with specific instructions 
that it be used to care for your pet, there can be no as-

surances that the money will be used as you intend-
ed.  While a trust may sound complicated, it is not. The 
trustee (person you select) holds and manages the trust 
assets (which you put in the trust) for the benefit of your 
pet. The trustee can be a family member, friend or other 
colleague and may be the caretaker but does not have 
to be. There are certain rules that must be followed for 
your pet trust to be valid in New York. Thus, it is best to 
work with a lawyer who is familiar with these laws and 
who has experience in doing this type of work. 

For more information about pet trusts, visit the 
blogs on our website written by Arshi Pal, Esq. and Amy 
O’Hara, Esq.  (www.littmankrooks.com). 

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of the 
Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence in Elder 
Law and has been honored as one of the “Best Lawyers” 
in America since 2008. He was elected to the Estate Plan-
ning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate 
Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the 
Elder Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be reached 
at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s website at www.
elderlawnewyork.com.

More Women Invest in Matchmaking Service
Over two years into the pan-

demic, and the dating landscape 
has been transformed.

Aside from the obvious 
trends-including an increase 
in online dating use and the 
normalization of “video dates”- 
there has been a change in the 
matchmaking industry.

Beautiful, well-educated, 
working women-moms, ex-
wives, and those who never 
married-are hiring professional 
matchmakers in record num-
bers. 

According to Rachel Russo, 
MS, MFT, a relationship expert 
with seventeen years of match-
making and dating coaching experience, some 
matchmakers are finding more women than men 
are wanting to invest in matchmaking to find 
“their person”.

Russo would know. Besides running her bou-
tique matchmaking company, Rachel Russo Rela-
tionships, she teaches a course that she co-devel-
oped with the Global Love Institute. It is an online 
class for entrepreneurs to start up matchmaking 
businesses that she’s taught weekly for half a de-
cade. She reports that since the pandemic, more 

of her students are working with 
female clientele. She’s seen her 
colleagues searching for female 
clients in the private matchmak-
ing industry groups she belongs 
to. And, for the first time, she’s 
personally matching an equal 
number of single men and wom-
en.

What does this well-re-
spected matchmaker think of the 
current trend? It is music to her 
ears! 

Russo, who became a solo 
mom by choice last year, con-
ceiving a baby girl via IVF with 

donor sperm, is proud to see that the 
future of matchmaking, is, in part, 

female.  She enjoys working with strong women 
who have the courage to be proactive in their love 
life--matching them with strong men who value 
and respect them.

“It is healthy for both men and women when 
women don’t conform to rigid gender roles,” 
says Russo. Every woman doesn’t want to sit in a 
matchmaker’s database and wait to be chosen. It 
is 2022; if she wants to, she can do the choosing.”

For more information, visit www.Rachel 
Russo.com or email Rachel@RachelRusso.com

Rachel Russo

Mayer Seeks Nominations for NYS Empire Awards
New York State Senator Shelley B. Mayer an-

nounced that she is seeking nominations of small 
businesses and nonprofits for the New York State 
Empire Award, which honors organizations that 
make outstanding contributions to the growth, 
prosperity and betterment of their community 
and New York State.

Senator Shelley B. Mayer said: “Our district 
is fortunate to have many small businesses and 
nonprofits that enrich our lives and create con-
nections in our community. Whether they pro-

vide food, culture, a place to gather, or direct as-
sistance to people in need – we benefit from their 
leadership, generosity, and innovation every day. 
I hope you’ll nominate one that has made a differ-
ence in your life or your community!”

To submit a nomination, visit bit.ly/SD37Em-
pireAward. Businesses and nonprofits must be 
located in Senate District 37 to be considered. The 
deadline to nominate is Friday, August 19. 

For more information, call (914) 934-5250 or 
email elavin@nysenate.gov.

Congressional Election Primaries are Very Important

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, REGIONAL DIRECTOR, 
AJC WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD

Whatever your summer plans include, be sure 
to vote on August 23 in New York state’s primary. If you 
plan to be away, you can vote early or absentee. What-
ever you do, VOTE. 

To help inform your decisions, review responses 
that NY-16 and NY-17 Congressional candidates provid-
ed to AJC’s candidate questionnaire and in individual 
candidate meetings. You can find them all on our web-
site at: https://bit.ly/3OXjNNb.

Speaking honestly, we know that primaries are 
important, but all too often, we ignore them. But this 
year in particular, Congressional primaries matter. In 
New York state, they matter greatly, especially in West-
chester County. 

Here’s why: as a result of the most recent census 
population count, New York lost a Congressional seat. 
This created a political earthquake across the state, and 
the Congressional redistricting process has resulted in 
high-ranking officials in New York running against one 
another, newly defined Congressional districts, and 
interparty infighting. Since Congressional districts 
changed, you should not assume that you will be rep-
resented by your previous member of Congress or that 
the political configurations of your district will remain 
the same. Your vote is always important, but this Au-
gust, it is doubly true. 

The August 23 primary elections will have signifi-
cant consequences on the Jewish community’s voices 
and issues being represented on Capitol Hill. To be clear: 
AJC does not endorse or oppose any candidate or sug-
gest that any single issue should determine one’s vote.

Yet the more than 1,100 rocket attacks on Israel 
earlier this month by the Iran-backed Palestinian Is-
lamic Jihad (PIJ) were a stark reminder of the impor-
tance of this primary election, no matter your political 
party affiliation or preferred candidate. Thanks to the 
Iron Dome air defense system supported by the U.S. 
Congress, many Israeli lives were spared – Jews, Mus-
lims, and Christians alike. Yet earlier this year, there 
was a Congressional vote on emergency supplementa-

ry funding for the Iron Dome system. Among so many 
important issues of concern to the Jewish commu-
nity, you may want to note what your elected official or 
preferred candidate has said about support for Israel, 
America’s steadfast ally. Certainly, no single issue or set 
of issues define the American Jewish voter and we are 
not suggesting that any particular vote is necessarily a 
litmus test for pro-Israel voters. But the information is 
available and can help inform decisions. 

Where can you find the answers about NY-16 and 
NY-17 Congressional candidates’ views? We at AJC have 
factual information from the candidates themselves – 
in their own words. 

AJC (American Jewish Committee) is a non-
partisan organization - the issues we work on are too 
important to ascribe to any political party or candidate.  
We endeavor to find common ground across the politi-
cal spectrum to address antisemitism, advance plural-
ism, and promote Israel’s security and full integration 
in the community of nations. 

As a non-partisan advocacy organization, AJC 
Westchester/Fairfield sent Congressional candidate 
questionnaires that encompass several issues of im-
portance to the mainstream Jewish community to the 
Democratic and Republican candidates for the NY-16 
and NY-17 Congressional districts. 

The questionnaire as you can see addresses a 
wide range of issues. In particular, since increasing po-
litical polarization is a concern to many voters, asked 
candidates what they would do to foster bipartisan-
ship. We asked them in an open-ended question what 
their priorities would be if elected to Congress, and of 
course, we asked about AJC’s priority positions: com-
bating antisemitism in all its forms; strengthening Is-
rael’s place in the world; and countering hate, extrem-
ism, and threats to democracy at home and abroad.  

You can plug your address into this NY State 
Board of Elections site to learn which district you 
are now in (click the search box and type in your 
address or choose “Use current location”): https://
www.elections.ny.gov/district-map.html

If these issues are important to you, we invite 
you to join AJC Westchester/Fairfield’s Govern-
ment Outreach efforts in Westchester or across 
CT. Please reach us at westchester@ajc.org. Please 
vote on August 23.  

Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fair-
field regional director. To join us in standing 
against hate, racism, and antisemitism, email us at: 
westchester@ajc.org. 



Westchester Jewish Life    •      November 2021   •    Kislev 5782    •    Page 12    •     www.westchesterjewishlife.com


