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Rabbi Bronstein Reflects on the Meaning of Sukkot
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Reflecting on the meaning of Sukkot,
Rabbi Lester Bronstein, Bet Am Shalom,
White Plains stated, “Once upon a time, in the
days of the Torah, the holiday of Sukkot was
the High Holy Day. Rosh Hashanah was only
important because it signified the new month
in which Sukkot falls. Yom Kippur was likewise important only as a preparation of spirit
and mind for the great holiday of booths five
days later.
“In other words, our High Holy Days
were not the great gatherings they are today.
That honor went to Sukkot. How much has
changed!
“Sukkot is literally a ‘gathering’ festival,
both of crops and of people. In ancient Israel,
it marked the fall harvest and the beginning
of the much-needed rainy season. Israel has

Bet Am Shalom Rabbi Lester Bronstein displays Sukkot symbols, Lulav, left and Etrog (right).

a Mediterranean climate, meaning that
rain only falls from
fall to spring. Our
ancestors came together in great numbers in the Temple
in Jerusalem during
this holiday to dance
around
the
altar
with libations of water. Collectively they
prayed for water and
not drought, plenty
and not starvation,
life and not death. It
was very joyous, but
the underlying theme
was deadly serious.
“Over the mil-

lennia, our people developed the unique holiday we have today. By spending our meal times
in flimsy booths all week, we bring ourselves
back to that time of direct connection to the
seasons, to the earth, to the weather and to
our awareness of the fragility of life.
“By waving the lulav and etrog, we connect ourselves to the core elements of nature
of which we are a vital part.
“The lulav, the etrog, and the sukkah are
blatantly primitive. They are mysterious.
They are in no way logical or sensible. They
don’t ‘mean something’ in an obvious way. In
order for us to enter this holiday fully, we have
to allow ourselves to suspend cynicism and let
the beauty of the symbols wash over us.
“Only then does Sukkot come alive for us,
and only then can we truly come alive Jewishly. Chag sameach—a joyous festival to all,”
Bronstein concluded.

World Premiere of Composer Michael Shapiro’s “VOICES” of the Holocaust
The World Premiere of Michael Shapiro’s
VOICES is set to take place at New York City’s famed
Central Synagogue, Thursday, November 10, 2022
(652 Lexington Avenue, E. 55th Street). This performance will feature Daniel Mutlu, the Senior Cantor
of Central Synagogue, Ember Choral Arts and the
American Modern Ensemble, conducted by Deborah
Simpkin King.
The concept for VOICES was born more than
twenty years ago when Michael Shapiro served as
Music Consultant to the United States Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, DC. After reading poetry by Sephardic victims during the Shoah,
he wrote the hour-long choral and chamber ensemble as a requiem: “not solely [as] a work of remembrance, but as a warning.” The composition is varied in tone and includes hints of cabaret, religious
observance, and transcendent echoes that reflect
the international impact of the Holocaust on Jewish people from different countries. According to
Shapiro, “the composition delivers an ending that
bespeaks longing for a Jewish homeland, through
which the voices of those stilled by evil and tyranny
will be heard.”
The video broadcast from Central Synagogue
will be livestreamed on its YouTube and Facebook
channels, and a recording will be issued through
Paumanok Records. The performance marks a cre-

ative collaboration between the internationally recognized Ember Choral Arts (formerly Schola Cantorum on Hudson), which has served the Manhattan
and New Jersey areas since its founding in 1995, and
the American Modern Ensemble (formed by Victoria
and Robert Paterson) which spotlights contemporary music via lively programming and performs a
wide repertoire, using a robust combination of instrumentalists, vocalists, and conductors.
Michael Shapiro guest conducts internationally and is Laureate Conductor of The Chappaqua Orchestra. He has written over 100 works for orchestral,
theatrical, film, chamber, choral, and vocal forces.
His music has been performed by many of the world’s
great orchestras and performers in North America
and Europe, and much of his music is recorded and
available on major platforms such as Spotify and Apple Music. His music is regularly broadcast throughout the world, including SiriusXM, National Public
Radio, BBC, CBC, ABC-Australia, Polskie Radio, and
over 50 commercial radio stations in North America.
His score for the classic film Frankenstein is his most
popular work and has been performed over 50 times
internationally including the upcoming premiere of
the new operatic version at the LA Opera. For more
information visit www.MichaelShapiro.com
Daniel Mutlu is Senior Cantor of Central Synagogue. A first-generation American born to Turkish

Jewish parents, he has earned glowing
reviews from The New York Times as
a member of NYC’s The Choir of Trinity Wall Street and has performed with
many premier musical ensembles including the Houston Symphony, Houston Grand Opera, Ars Lyrica, Houston
Bach Society, Alarm Will Sound, and
Park East Synagogue Choir. He can
be heard as tenor soloist on the Naxos
eight-disc set of the Complete Haydn
Masses, Requiem: For the Living, Music
Omnia and The Choir of Trinity Wall
Street’s release of Handel’s Israel in
Egypt (nominated for a Grammy Award). Mutlu tours
internationally as the main soloist of the Night Holocaust Project. His singing has been featured in films
such as The Song of Names and A Cantor’s Head.
Deborah Simpkin King serves as the conductor
and founding Artistic Director of Ember, Director
of Music and Arts at the historic Trinity Episcopal
Church in Asbury Park, NJ, conductor at Lincoln
Center’s Mostly Mozart Festival, and MidAmerica
Productions. She plays an active role in the vibrant
Manhattan choral scene and is committed to serving the next generation in the arts through guest
conducting, published work, and education initiatives. Dr. King is at the leading edge of the new music
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industry, working with composers and
young singers through the Big Sing Jr.
PROJECT: ENCORE which she founded.
Paul Shaffer, whose background is
in Orthodox Judaism, will take part in a
Q&A with VOICES composer Michael
Shapiro prior to the event. Shaffer is
an Emmy, Grammy, ASCAP and WGA
Award winning singer, actor, composer,
comedian, and multi-instrumentalist.
Shaffer is best-known as David Letterman’s musical director, band leader,
and sidekick for the entire run of both
late-night shows: NBC-TV’s Late Night with David
Letterman (1982-1993) and CBS TVs Late Show with
David Letterman (1993-2015).
Central Synagogue is a Reform synagogue led
by Senior Rabbi Angela Buchdahl. Core to its mission
is the belief that Judaism can and does change the
world. The Central community is inclusive of anyone
who wants to explore Judaism and its services are
live streamed to tens of thousands of viewers on a
weekly basis. Designated as a NYC landmark in 1966
and added to the National Registry of Historic Places
in 1970,
Tickets for the concert are free and available to
the public at the Central Synagogue website.

Elena’s Light & Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigrants Present Afghan Women’s Circle at JCC Mid-Westchester

Two nonprofits, Westchester Jewish Coalition
for Immigration, Inc. (WJCI) and Elena’s Light Incorporation, are joining forces to herald an “Afghan
Women’s Circle” initiative. This 5-week, biweekly,
90-minute support group serves as a safe and confidential cultural space for conversations relevant to
the empowerment and personal growth of Afghan
women who have recently arrived in the United
States. The collaborative group will take place at JCC
Mid-Westchester.
Weekly topics at the circle will include motherhood, language acquisition, employment, socialization, cultural competence, women’s health, financial literacy, the driver’s license application process,
women’s rights, and other tools to help them transition and adjust to the cultural bridge of American life.
The common goal of each weekly topic is to provide
a sense of independence and resilience while advancing their understanding and practice of empower-

ment — sentiments Elena’s Light staff are hoping will
be strengthened by the addition of a mentor for each
participant once regular group meetings have ended.
These mentors are conscious of each woman’s
situation and will cater their support services as
much.
In the United States, Afghan women frequently
lack the resources and self-confidence to address or
overcome language and cultural barriers. They endure gender discrimination and hold in trauma in
unhealthy, private ways, never allowed to come up
for air. Additionally, they commonly lack knowledge
of opportunities available to them and their families.
They need companionship, mentorship, guidance,
psychological support, language and literacy skills,
access to education, and information about their options. The Afghan Women’s Circle was created to address these issues.
Founded by Fereshteh Ganjavi, a refugee, Elena’s

Annual Thanksgiving
Diversity Breakfast
REGISTER NOW!

Draw a
Wider Circle

The momentum is in the doing

THURSDAY NOVEMBER 17 7:30a.m.
In-person at

SUNY-Westchester Community College
Valhalla, NY
Join us in person for the first time in three years to reconnect and
celebrate our communities’ shared values and diversity and
commit to communal action to effect positive change in our world.
Discount registration is available through November 7.
This event often sells out, so we encourage you to register today!

www.ajc.org/westfair/Diversity2022
For more information, contact
AJC Westchester/Fairfield at
914.948.5585 or westchester@ajc.org.
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Light embodies a mission to engineer brighter futures
for refugee women and children. The staffers there
accomplish this through consistent engagement with
families, offering English tutoring, healthcare navigation, legal advocacy, covid relief, and other support. In
collaboration with partners across the region. Elena’s
Light is also helping to build a long-term support network for the newest members of the community.
WJCI is a non-partisan, volunteer-run, and led
organization dedicated to helping all immigrants. In
early 2022, WJCI partnered with UJA-Federation of
New York and The Shapiro Foundation to help 15 local

resettlement groups resettle Afghan refugees, effectively aiding nearly 100 Afghan refugees to come off
army bases around the country.
“WJCI is honored to be working alongside Elena’s Light on this project. We look forward to seeing
the results and hope that the women reap its rewards
for years to come,” said Holly Rosen Fink, President,
and co-Founder of WJCI.
For more information about Elena’s Light’s programs and how to get involved, visit www.elenaslight.
org. For more information about WJCI, go to info@
wjci.org or their website at www.wjci.org.

Symphony of Westchester’s 25th Concert
Season Opens with Pianist Alon Goldstein
Pianist Alon Goldstein will
All of the Symphony of Westopen the Symphony of Westcheschester’s concerts take place at
ter’s 25rd concert season at Iona
Iona’s Christopher J. Murphy AuUniversity on Saturday, November
ditorium, 715 North Ave., New Ro12, 2022 at 8:00 p.m. in an all-Mochelle. Ticket prices are $55 generzart program.
al admission, $40 seniors (65+) and
Goldstein, a frequent per$15 students with ID. Single tickets
former with the Symphony of Westand subscriptions are available
chester, will play Piano Concerto
online: http://www.thesymphonno. 18, K. 456 in B flat Major. Also on
yofwestchester.org/ or by phone:
the program are the Overture of La
(914) 654-4926. More information
Finta Semplice, K.51 (46a) and Symis available on the website or by
phony no. 40, K. 550 in G minor.
emailing info@thesymphonyofAlon Goldstein is one of his
westchester.org.
generation’s most highly respected
This season is sponsored in
pianists. He maintains an exten- Alon Goldstein, photo by Christian Steiner part by the Iona University Counsive worldwide touring schedule,
cil on the Arts through the generis the Artistic Director for The Distinguished Artists osity of JoAnn and Joseph M. Murphy and the Baron
Concert and Lecture Series in Santa Cruz, CA, and is
Lambert Fund.
also the Artistic Director of the Mt. Angel Abbey Bach
The Symphony of Westchester is proud to be a
Festival in Oregon. He created the Emerald Coast Mugrantee of ArtsWestchester with funding made possisic Alliance in Florida, which brings classical music to
ble by Westchester County Government with the supunderserved communities.
port of County Executive Director George Latimer.

Calendar of Events
Author Letty Cottin Pogrebin will be speaking at The JCC of Mid Westchester, 999 Wilmot
Road, Scarsdale, at 11am on October 20, about
her new memoir, Shanda. To sign up, write,
info@jccmw,org or call 914-725-7300.

AJC Westchester Fairfield will host The
Thanksgiving Diversity Breakfast on November
17 at 7:30 am, in person, at SUNY-Westchester
Community College, Valhalla. To reserve a seat,
contact westchester@ajc.org or 914-948-5585.

This year, the Jewish Literacy Initiative of the
Westchester Jewish Council has suggested three
book readings and is offering a live presentation
by a prominent speaker about the historical time
period of each book. Presently, the community
is reading The Orchard by Yochi Brandes. A presentation by Professor Steven Fine will take place
on October 25 at 7:45pm at Congregation Kol Ami,
252 Soundview Avenue, White Plains. Free and
open to all. To register call 914-328-7001 X 106.

ELEM- Youth in Distress in Israel, will have
a 2022 Ray of Hope annual event on November
3 at 7pm at Moise Safra Center, NYC, with special remarks by Ambassador Asaf Zamir, Consul General of Israel in New York and keynote
speaker Elisha Wiesel. To attend call 212-7873337.

On October 27, The Holocaust and Human
Rights Education Center will host their annual
Benefit honoring Dennis Mehiel with guest
Speaker Bret Stephens starting at 6:30pm at
Westchester Country Club, 99 Biltmore Avenue,
Rye. To attend call 914-696-0738.
The Marlene Meyerson JCC, 334 Amsterdam Avenue at 76th Street, NYC, presents the
Other Israeli Film Festival, November 3-10. Call
646-505-5708 for details.
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The Jewish Studies Program at Purchase
College presents the following: On October 26 at
6pm in the Recital Hall of The Performing Arts
Center, author Dara Horn asks “Why far too
many people seem to love dead Jews but ignore
the living ones”; On November 15 at 6pm in the
Humanities Theater, Professor Jason Sommer
will explore the story of the Holocaust’s impact
on his Father, a survivor, and his family. Programs are free and open to the public. Purchase
College is located at 735 Anderson Hill Road,
Purchase. Call 914-251-6550 or go to purchase.
edu/academics/jewish-studies/ for a full listing.
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American Jewish Committee, Lufthansa
Announce Joint Initiative to Combat Global
Antisemitism
American Jewish Committee
(AJC) and the Lufthansa Group
announced on September 15, a
joint initiative to combat global
antisemitism. The new partnership, detailed in a Memorandum
of Understanding that the German airline and the leading global
Jewish advocacy organization are
signing, focuses on Lufthansa utilizing AJC staff experts to train
airline employees to identify and
respond to antisemitism.
The AJC-Lufthansa partner- Holly Huffnagle
ship announcement follows the
airline’s endorsement of the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) Working
Definition of Antisemitism. “We are grateful for
Lufthansa’s strong commitment to address antisemitism and bias within the workplace. As global
antisemitism rises, the private sector increasingly has a role to play, and Lufthansa aims to be
a corporate leader in the fight against anti-Jewish
prejudice. We are honored to partner with them
in this endeavor,” said Holly Huffnagle, AJC’s U.S.
Director of Combating Antisemitism.
Lufthansa CEO Jens Ritter had promised in

July that the airline would establish a senior management position “for the prevention of discrimination and antisemitism,”
and adopt the IHRA Working
Definition, after a group of Orthodox Jewish passengers traveling
on Lufthansa from New York to
Budapest were prevented from
boarding a connecting flight. AJC,
at the time, strongly criticized the
treatment of the Jewish passengers by airline personnel.
“Fundamental to standing
against antisemitism is understanding what it
is and how it manifests, both in overt forms and
through unconscious bias. The IHRA definition
recognizes all of this – that is its distinct strength,”
said Lufthansa Group Executive Board Member
Christina Foerster, who was in Washington, DC,
meeting with Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt, U.S
Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism; Felix Klein, Federal Government Commissioner for Jewish Life in Germany and the Fight
Against Antisemitism; Emily Haber, German Ambassador to the U.S.; and Michael Herzog, Israeli
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continued on page 9

Orthodox Union Announces New Partnership
with Secure Community Network
The Union of Orthodox Jewish Congregations of America
(Orthodox Union) – the nation’s
largest Orthodox Jewish umbrella
organization – announced a pair
of new initiatives created in partnership with Secure Community
Network (SCN) – the umbrella security organization for the American Jewish community.
One new initiative is designed to increase the security
of Orthodox Jewish synagogues,
which are Sabbath-observant; the
second initiative is intended to
increase the reporting of antisemitic incidents in the Orthodox Rabbi Moshe Hauer
Jewish community through an
online portal:
https://advocacy.ou.org/file-anincident-report/
Even before the three violent attacks on synagogues over the past four years – in Pittsburgh,
Poway and Colleyville – the Orthodox Union and
synagogues across the Orthodox community
increased their security investments and procedures, while the OU Advocacy Center worked
to secure necessary security resources such as
through DHS’s Nonprofit Security Grant Program.
However, with each of those assaults upon
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synagogues occurring on the Sabbath, a day on which Jewish law generally prohibits the use of phones
and other electronic devices, leaders at the Orthodox Union became
increasingly concerned that Orthodox synagogues may be unaware of
timely security threat alerts.
Thus, the Orthodox Union
worked with Secure Community
Network and consulted with leading Orthodox rabbis to identify and
develop a security alert system that
will operate within the appropriate
parameters of halacha (Jewish law).
That system is now being launched
and is rolling out to Sabbath-observant synagogues across the United

States.
“These initiatives, and our partnership with
Secure Community Network, are built on the
shared goal of making our community institutions
safer. With the High Holidays, this is a time to take
action to enhance security. While we pray nothing
happens, if it does, we now have an efficient way of
alerting our synagogues on a shabbos or holy day,
said” Orthodox Union President Mark (Moishe)
Bane.
continued on page 9
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New York Power Authority to Collaborate with ZOOZ Power, Israel-Based Award Winner, to
Advance Electric Vehicle Ultra-Fast Charging Technology
Governor Kathy Hochul has announced the
winner of the 2022 New York-Israel Smart Energy
Innovation Challenge, a competitive award with
a value of up to $1 million that enables New York
State to partner with an Israeli company to develop
an innovative energy technology to help advance
the State’s bold clean energy agenda. Specializing
in energy storage and power boosting products
aimed at enabling ultra-fast EV charging, ZOOZ
was awarded for a project to demonstrate the integration of a local power grid with an EV charger
coupled with ZOOZ’s power booster, which is an
innovative, flywheel-based, kinetic energy storage
technology. The technology was selected for its potential positive impact on the EV industry and for
expected long-term benefits for New Yorkers.
“Through key strategic partnerships, New
York is driving the advancement of cutting-edge
clean energy technologies that will have a global
impact in the fight against climate change,” Governor Hochul said. “New York’s collaboration with
the state of Israel, a hub for innovative, clean energy technologies, will deliver forward-thinking
solutions that will strengthen New York’s EV infrastructure. Congratulations to ZOOZ on this award,
which will promote the use of Electric Vehicles,
help improve air quality and ensure a better environment for New Yorkers.”
The $1 million competition called for new
energy innovators to apply for an award and encouraged New York’s continued collaboration with
innovative Israeli energy technology firms on creative energy solutions. NYPA uses no tax money
or state credit to fund the competition. NYPA finances its operations—including funding for this
award—through the sale of bonds and revenues
earned in large part through sales of electricity.
Consul General of Israel in New York Ambassador Asaf Zamir said, “The collaboration between NYPA and ZOOZ is only the latest example
of the deep and flourishing friendship between
the people of Israel and the State of New York.
With this year’s Smart Energy Challenge, NYPA
signals loud and clear, not just in Israel but also
to the world, that New Yorkers are committed to

Consul General of Israel in New York Ambassador Asaf Zamir
building cleaner, smarter, and more equitable
infrastructure. Today, we are very proud of the
ZOOZ team and the challenge winners. We are
thankful for the collaboration with NYPA, our
friends in Albany, and all our neighbors around
the state, who are investing together with Israelis
to create a brighter future.”
2022 Challenge Winner - Enabling Ultra-fast
EV Charging in Power-constrained Grid Locations -- ZOOZ, formerly known as Chakratec, was
selected as the 2022 challenge winner through a
competition for new utility-related technologies
jointly organized with the Israel Smart Energy
Association (ISEA) and NYPA. ZOOZ’s proposed
kinetic power booster would provide supplemental power to EV fast chargers to enable ultra-fast
charging even in locations where the grid is power-constrained. Storing electricity in the form of
kinetic energy, the company’s groundbreaking
flywheel technology was optimized and adapted
to meet the challenging environment and requirements of EV charging infrastructure, providing
a sustainable, safe, and robust power boosting
solution. With its ability to maintain high-performance through unlimited charge/discharge

cycles, ZOOZ’s solution provides high-longevity
and minimal total cost of ownership.
New York Power Authority Interim President
and CEO Justin E. Driscoll said, “NYPA has multiple successful partnerships with Israeli firms developing innovative, smart technologies that are
helping New York achieve its ambitious climate
goals. This latest technology developed through
our collaboration with ZOOZ will enable New York
to install more EV fast chargers at more locations
while reducing grid impacts, making it possible
for more New Yorkers to adopt cleaner methods of
transportation.”
As the winning submission, ZOOZ earns the
opportunity to work with NYPA to support New
York’s clean energy goals as well as NYPA’s strategic priority to help decarbonize the transportation sector. NYPA and ZOOZ will collaborate on a
joint research and development project to deploy
energy storage as power boosting technology that
would expand viable locations for the installation
of EV ultra-fast chargers—helping advance New
York’s transition to sustainable methods of trans-

portation.
In early 2020, the Authority together with
the ISEA issued the first NYPA-Israel Smart Energy Challenge to solicit start-up technologies
from companies headquartered in Israel that
support New York’s clean energy transition. The
competition sought proposals from Israeli companies with expertise in energy efficiency and clean
energy generation that wanted to work with New
York’s public utility to scale up their technology in
pilot demonstration projects to meet the specific
needs of power utilities operations. Prisma Photonics, based in Tel-Aviv, won that competition
and is currently working with NYPA on a real-time
transmission line issue detection system that will
help improve grid safety, security, and reliability.
As part of that announcement, in December 2021,
Governor Hochul announced this second Smart
Energy Innovation Challenge to select another
innovative company to help create significant advances in grid reliability, storage, sustainability
and affordability, all of which benefit ratepayers,
utilities and the environment.

UJA Federation of NY Gives
More Ukraine Aid
UJA-Federation of New York
aid for the most vulnerable rewill allocate a further $3.925 milmaining in Ukraine.
lion in assistance for Ukraine.
“The news about Ukraine reThe new allocation brings UJA’s
mains dire. Refugees in New York
total emergency funding since
are waiting six to nine months for
the war started to over $20 milwork permits and have no other
lion, which includes assistance
source of income. In Ukraine, the
for more than 720,000 refugees
most vulnerable are facing a very
and evacuation for more than
difficult winter where supplies
90,000.
are expected to be scarce and
The new allocations will ashelp urgently needed. These new
sist existing UJA partners to plan
funds will enable our partners
for aid services over the next 12 Eric S. Goldstein, CEO, UJA-Federation to plan longer term, as UJA remonths. This phase of crisis re- of New York
mains committed to supporting
sponse requires more sustained
the Ukrainian people during this
support – enabling organizations to effectively heartbreaking humanitarian crisis,” said Eric S.
plan longer term. This response includes refugee
Goldstein, CEO, UJA-Federation of New York.
assistance in New York, Israel, and countries borRead more about UJA’s work for Ukraine
dering Ukraine, as well as critical humanitarian
here: https://www.ujafedny.org/ukraine-crisis.

Letter to the Editor
When you go to the polls to vote this fall,
please remember to turn your ballot over and vote
YES for Proposition 1, the $4.2 billion New York
Clean Water, Clean Air, and Green Jobs Bond Act.
Proceeds from this bond issue will offer every community in New York State the opportunity
to:
• Mitigate climate change through the purchase
of electric school buses, creation of green
buildings, addressing air and water pollution,
especially in disadvantaged communities, etc.
• Reduce flooding risks through property buyouts, shoreline protection, waterfront revitalization, etc.
• Provide open space and land conservation
through land acquisition, farmland protection,
expansion of fish hatcheries, etc.
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• Improve water quality through municipal water infrastructure improvements, upgrading
storm water systems, etc.
Fully 35-40% of the funds will be devoted to
the disadvantaged communities that have borne
the brunt of air and water pollution in the past,
and the projects financed by the bonds are projected to create more than 84,000 good paying
green jobs. And the financing of the bonds will
result in no noticeable increase in your state taxes.
It’s a win-win-win for everyone in New York.
So Flip-Your-Ballot and vote YES for Proposition 1. We’ll all be better off for that.
Sincerely,
Joel E. Gingold
Croton-on Hudson, New York

www.westchesterjewishlife.com

SELECTING THE BEST FROM THE REST,
EASY.
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No Hate in Our States – Giving Thanks

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, AJC
WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD REGIONAL DIRECTOR

Thanksgiving.
One word automatically triggers all things
pumpkin spice, turkey (or tofurkey), football, and
festive gatherings with family and friends.
This year, our celebrations are all the more
meaningful.
Even better, you can celebrate early – without

any cooking.
What began in 1621 by many historical accounts as an autumn harvest feast between the
Plymouth colonists and the Native American
Wampanoag may actually be closer to its celebratory origins in 2022 than in hundreds of years.
We remember the history: in 1620, the Mayflower left England with Pilgrims in search of religious freedom in search of opportunity in the
“New World”. Throughout that first year after
landing in Plymouth, they experienced terrible
hardships, illness, and worse, but were greeted by
Native Americans who showed tremendous kindness and hospitality.
Incredibly, it wasn’t until 1863, in the midst
of the Civil War, that President Abraham Lincoln
proclaimed a national Thanksgiving Day to be
held each November.

Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center • Phyllis & Harvey Sandler Center

Your South Florida
Home for Arts,
Culture & Learning
is the Levis JCC in Boca Raton!

Join us for a robust season of
exciting and engaging programs:
Literature • Professional Theater • Concerts • Comedy
Film • Art • Pottery • Adult University Lectures
Plus Israel 75, a special collection of programming
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the
birth of the State of Israel.
For tickets, call 561-556-0006 or visit levisjcc.org/sandler

Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center • Phyllis & Harvey Sandler Center
21050 95th Avenue S., Boca Raton, FL 33428
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As we approach Thanksgiving 2022, after
nearly three years of uncertainty, hardship, and a
complete upending of everything once considered
routine, this year, our celebrations will no doubt
take on even greater meaning.
The pandemic has disrupted so much in all
of our lives, but perhaps the most fundamental aspect is the tear in our societal norms.
After several years of increasing hate incidents and hate crimes against minority communities: most especially against Jewish, Black, and
Asian American Pacific Islanders, it is time for us
to join in person to raise our voices in a unified
statement of strength.
On Thursday, November 17, one week prior
to Thanksgiving, we will reconvene in person to
celebrate our 21st annual AJC Thanksgiving Diversity Breakfast. We invite you to join us.
Launched in 2001, the Thanksgiving Diversity Breakfast began with 20 different faith and ethnic leaders who wanted to publicly stand together
with our diverse communities in the wake of the
horrific 9/11 attacks.
Last year, we launched AJC’s regional Community of Conscience, designed to formalize and

strengthen the partnerships between our faith
and ethnic communities.
Together, we can be upstanders for one another. Together, we can once again unite to celebrate the strength of our diverse communities.
Together, we can draw a wider circle, and we invite you to join us.
For Thanksgiving 2022, we will stand strong
together and celebrate with our interfaith and intergroup partners; with government officials at
the local, state, and federal level; with diplomats;
and with decision makers and opinion leaders.
If you want to make a difference and publicly
show your unity with all faiths, ethnicities, and
backgrounds, we invite you to join us in person
on Thursday, November 17, at 7:30 a.m. for an
uplifting, engaging, interactive Thanksgiving
Diversity Breakfast at SUNY Westchester Community College in Valhalla, NY.
This event often sells out, so we encourage
you to register today: www.ajc.org/westfair/
Diversity2022
Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fairfield regional director. To join our efforts, please
email us at: westchester@ajc.org

An Afternoon of Music and Joy
Coming to Westchester
An Afternoon of Music and Joy is being hosted
by the Westchester Jewish
Council and Kol HazzanimThe Cantors of Westchester
on November 20 at 4pm.
This live production will
be held at Westchester Reform Temple in Scarsdale.
The concert will also be
livestreamed.
An Afternoon of Music
and Joy will feature 20 cantors, some with solos, others singing as part of an ensemble. The eclectic
program will include both Jewish and Secular
music. This rare opportunity to hear Westchester
cantors outside of their pivotal roles in synagogue
life happens only every other year. They will each
bring something unique and beautiful for the audience to connect to.
The Westchester Cantors are some of the
most talented in the country. Join to hear music
from Gaby Schvartz of Beth El Synagogue Center,
Melanie Cooperman of Community Synagogue of
Rye, Lilah Sugarman of Congregation B’nai Yisrael, Meredith Stone of Congregation Emanuel,
Anna May of Greenburgh Hebrew Center, Fredda
Mendelson of Larchmont Temple, Katie Oringel of Larchmont Temple, Margot Goldberg of
Temple Beth Abraham, Robin Joseph of Temple
Beth Shalom, Shoshi Levin Goldberg of Temple
Israel Center of White Plains, Jack Mendelson of
Temple Israel Center of White Plains, Rita Glassman of Temple Israel of New Rochelle, Lauren
Phillips Fogelman of Temple Israel of Northern
Westchester, Ethan Goldberg of Westchester Jewish Center, Mia Fram Davidson of Westchester Re-
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form Temple, Amanda Kleinman of Westchester
Reform Temple, Danielle Rodnizki of Westchester
Reform Temple, Isaac Sonnet-Assor of Westchester Reform Temple, Sara Zemel and Ellen Dreskin.
“This event showcases the rich talent and
breadth of our Westchester cantors. It is an event
of truly beautiful music and is one way in which
the Westchester Jewish Council connects and
convenes members of our community, and collaborates with our member organizations - in this
case Kol Hazzanim- to celebrate Jewish culture in
Westchester”, said Elliot Forchheimer, Executive
Director, Westchester Jewish Council
An Afternoon of Music and Joy is open to the
entire community. Cost is $20 per person until
November 4 and $25 thereafter. Registration is
available online at www.wjcouncil.org.
The Westchester Jewish Council connects
Westchester’s Jewish communities and strengthens relationships among Jewish organizations
and other ethnic and faith-based groups, elected
officials and the community at large. For more
information, visit www.wjcouncil.org, or call 914328-7001.
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SELECTING THE BEST FROM THE BEST,
THAT’S SEASONS.

LAWRENCE

QUEENS

SCARSDALE

CLIFTON

LAKEWOOD

330 CENTRAL AVENUE
516.295.3300

68-18 MAIN STREET
718.268.6469

1104 WILMOT ROAD
914.472.2240

467 ALLWOOD RD
973.339.0900

711 CEDARBRIDGE AVENUE
732.813.7700

SHOP ONLINE AT SEASONSKOSHER.COM I AVAILABLE ON INSTACART
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James Staudt of Larchmont Honored by United Hebrew
of New Rochelle

Larchmont resident James Staudt, a partner in the law firm of McCullough,
Goldberger & Staudt, LLP (MGS) in White Plains, was honored on September 12,
2022, at United Hebrew’s Annual Golf Tournament and dinner. The ceremony took
place at the Westchester Country Club in Rye.
Staudt is being honored for his work with United Hebrew of New Rochelle,
particularly for his guidance during the COVID pandemic. He served as Chairman
of the Board at United Hebrew until 2021. Staudt has volunteered countless hours
during the past seven years, serving as a member and chair, and currently serving
as co-senior chair of United Hebrew’s board of directors. He has provided vision,
guidance, and hands-on support to help United Hebrew expand to serve a greater
number of seniors in need of compassionate care.
United Hebrew of New Rochelle notes, “Staudt has been an enthusiastic volunteer, stalwart supporter and extraordinary leader in service to United Hebrew of New Rochelle.”
Jim Staudt says, “I have been blessed to work with United Hebrew’s caring professional staff who serve every
resident according to our Mission Statement: ‘We are kind to people who care for you like family’.”
Staudt has practiced municipal, land use and real estate law throughout eastern New York, including representation of lenders in complex building loan transactions and representation of private and public entities in land use
matters. He has represented religious institutions and municipalities in RLUIPA actions and has regularly lectured
on RLUIPA and other land use topics. He was General Counsel to the former Sound Federal Savings and a member
of their Board of Directors.
Staudt has been an active participant in the legal community. He is a past president of the Westchester County
Bar Association Foundation.

Kol Hazzanim-The Cantors of Westchester and the Westchester Jewish Council Present

An Afternoon
of Music and Joy
A Westchester-wide Celebration of Music and Community

Westchester Snowbirds Flock to the Levis JCC in Boca Raton
With year-round sunshine and
a vibrant, active lifestyle, people
from around the country, including many from Westchester, flock
to South Florida year after year.
This influx has helped create a new
standard for the local arts and culture scene. The demand for quality
cultural arts and adult education
has taken center stage and the Levis
JCC Sandler Center in Boca Raton
is at the forefront of this enriching
movement.
“October kicks off the 20222023 season and we are excited to
welcome back friends from near
and far to enjoy hundreds of in-person and virtual events,” said Stephanie Owitz, Director of Arts, Culture, Learning at the Levis JCC
Sandler Center. Stephanie, who grew up in New
Rochelle, has been in a leadership role with the
cultural hub for more than 10 years, and is proud
to present another robust season of guest speakers, literary events, live musical and theater performances, exhibitions, a film festival and more.
On November 1, four best-selling authors will
present their latest works at the 31st Annual Book
& Author Luncheon at The Polo Club of Boca Raton.
December kicks off West Boca Theatre Company’s
run of four distinct performances: 37 Postcards by
Michael McKeever (December 7-18); Admissions
by Joshua Harmon (January. 8-22); Over The River
and Through the Woods by Joe DiPietro (February
5-19); and Six Dance Lessons in Six Weeks (March
5-18). Top-tier entertainment continues with a variety of musical performances, including New York’s
award-winning cabaret artist Ari Axelrod, returning for his 4th engagement (March 1-2).
In January, there is Israel 75, a celebration
of the miracle of the birth, growth, success, and
future of the State of Israel. With a variety of Is-

raeli-themed live performances, art exhibitions,
and lectures, guests will not want to miss this
monumental celebration of Israel’s history and
culture. The Center’s Judi & Allan Shuman Museum Gallery will proudly present Triumph of the
Spirit: Jewish Athletes Before, During and After
the Holocaust, (January 5 - February 28), featuring stories and memorabilia never before seen in
a curated exhibition. Impressive for its scope and
rapid growth, the Levis JCC’s Judy Levis Markhoff
Boca Raton Jewish Film Festival and Billi & Bernie
Marcus Year-Round Film Programs, now considered one of the largest Jewish/Israeli film festivals
in the country, will be held March 5 – 26, 2023
“Being a member of the Levis JCC Sandler
Center has been a saving grace over the past several years,” said Leonora Loewentheil. “Whether
I attend in-person or virtually from my Westchester home, I leave feeling inspired and part of a
community.”
To view the complete Arts, Culture and
Learning brochure, visit https://levisjcc.org/culture/. Membership levels vary from all-access to
virtual-only.

$20 Per Person
until Nov.4th

Sunday,
November 20, 2022@4pm

$25 Per Person
after Nov.4th

Westchester Reform Temple
255 Mamaroneck Road, Scarsdale, NY

Enjoy the music of the talented Cantors of Kol Hazzanim

Register online at www.wjcouncil.org
This event will comply with current COVID health guidelines and Westchester Reform Temple policies.
A virtual viewing option is available for the same price.
Unfortunately, we cannot accommodate refunds if there are
streaming technical issues, so we hope you can join us in person.

For more information contact donna@wjcouncil.org or 914-328-7001
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The Goal of Five Wishes

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

A popular and widely promoted document is
called the “Five Wishes,” which assists you in memorializing your wishes in the event you are seriously ill and unable to speak for yourself. The Five
Wishes document is an advance health care directive developed by an attorney, with input from doctors, health care providers and professionals, with
the goal of making their form useful, useable, and
universal. Five Wishes can be purchased either in
an electronic version or in a paper form as a workbook. The electronic version allows you to make
changes as your thoughts evolve over time. The
whole point here is to make these decisions while
you can just in case you may not be able to make

them later. According to the Five Wishes website,
more than 40 million Americans have used this
document. Five Wishes is valid in New York state,
available in 30 languages and available in braille.
Keep in mind that memorializing your wishes in the event you are seriously ill, and end of life
planning is much more than what type of care you
want to receive when the time comes, it’s about
who you want to spend the time with and what
will bring you and your family comfort and peace.
The reality is that when someone is on their death
bed, they rarely want to talk about how the stock
market is doing..
As a patient in a hospital or other healthcare setting, you have the right to make your own
choices and decisions about medical care and the
treatment you receive. If you are incapacitated and
not able to make those decisions, New York state
law has a list of people who may be empowered to
make certain health-care decisions for you. However, the people listed, and the order of priority
may not be in accordance with your wishes. Also,
you may think that your loved ones and doctors
will know what you want if you are seriously ill, but
the truth is we all have different thoughts on this,
and it is important to make your wishes known in
advance. The only way to ensure that you have the
people you want making health-care decisions for

Caring for Seniors in Westchester

BY JUDY FINK, DIRECTOR OF SENIOR SERVICES
AT WESTCHESTER JEWISH COMMUNITY SERVICES

Providing services to seniors is part of our mission at Westchester Jewish Community Services
(WJCS), which, launched in 1943 and is one of the
county’s largest human service agencies. Our wide
array of senior programs is aimed at helping older
adults remain engaged in their community and age
safely in place, whenever possible. Here are some of
the services we offer for seniors, the fastest growing
age group in Westchester County:
• The WJCS Geriatric Care and Case Management
team assesses and assists clients, families, and
caregivers by providing them with information
and assistance about programs, services, benefits,
and entitlements available to seniors in Westchester County. We also offer mental health counseling,
when needed. To help keep isolated seniors from
feeling lonely, WJCS Health and Healing Services
provides support groups, telephone reassurance
calls, and social activities.
• Recognizing that attending to the medical, emotional, cognitive, social, and practical needs of
seniors can feel overwhelming, WJCS also offers
many programs and services to support caregivers. The WJCS Addressing Alzheimer’s program
addresses the needs of individuals and families
who are caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s

and other forms of dementia. It provides counseling, support groups, and resource referrals.
• For those concerned about senior family members who may wander or get lost, the WJCS Project
Lifesaver program offers locator bracelets that use
state-of-the-art radio frequency technology that
can locate wandering or lost seniors.
• When caring for a senior 24/7 it can feel impossible
to find time for yourself. The WJCS Project Time-Out
program offers much-needed respite services, allowing caregivers the opportunity to attend to medical,
social, recreational, or business matters, while the
Project Time Out consultant provides companionship as well as supervision to the client.
• WJCS staff and volunteers deliver kosher meals to
homebound Jewish clients, including Holocaust survivors and other vulnerable and isolated seniors who
are unable to shop or order groceries online. WJCS
partners with Hope Community Services to provide
grocery package deliveries to homebound seniors.
• WJCS launched the first NNORC (Neighborhood
Naturally Occurring Retirement Community) in
Westchester County. The NNORC, created in partnership with the City of Yonkers Office for the Aging, provides a wide range of activities (including
fitness, gardening, and art classes), services (including transportation to medical appointments),
and resources to seniors aged 60 and over in Northeast Yonkers to help them maintain their quality of
life and independence, and remain connected to
their neighborhoods. It is funded by a grant from
the New York State Office for the Aging.
•
WJCS’ Livable Communities Program
provides health, wellness, educational, and cultural
programs as well as support services to enhance the
quality of life for seniors and caregivers in Westchester
County.
For more information, contact Judy Fink, Director of
Senior Services at WJCS, at (914) 761-0600 x2340; jfink@
wjcs.com or go to www.wjcs.com.
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you in the event you cannot make them yourself
is to have proper health-care advance directives in
place: a Living Will and a Health Care Proxy.
While one of the goals of Five Wishes was
to make this entire process simpler, it is still a
legal document, and it is important for you to
understand what you are signing and the consequences of that signature. For example, when you
sign the Five Wishes document you may revoke
any prior health-care advance directive you have.
That might not be what you want to do. So, if you
already have a living will and a health care proxy,
be careful. It might be best to have your existing
documents in place, as well as the Five Wishes
document.
Moreover, you might later revoke your Five
Wishes document by signing a new advance directive at a lawyer’s office, or online. We frequently
hear of clients signing the advance directive form
offered to them at hospital intake, or at their doctor’s office. They may have forgotten that they
have already signed perfectly valid (and possibly
more comprehensive) advance directives in their
lawyer’s office.
Even if you decide not to sign the Five
Wishes document, it can still be useful to you
in helping you develop your thoughts on these
complicated and uncomfortable issues since it

was designed for regular folks. For that reason,
it can be a great tool to help you think through
these issues. Even if you sign the Five Wishes
document, you may still feel that you also need
a Health Care Proxy and Living Will. These
documents may include more specific language
about mental health care issues, your status as
an organ donor (or not), or other items that may
be important to you.
Finally, it is extremely important that you
talk to the people will be making these decisions
for you if you cannot make them yourself, including making sure that your health care providers
have a copy of these documents. By doing so, you
will increase the likelihood that your wishes will
be carried out.
Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for
excellence in Elder Law and has been honored as
one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008.
He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame
by the National Association of Estate Planners &
Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the Elder
Law Committee of the American College of Trust
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be
reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s
website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

American Jewish Committee, Lufthansa Announce Joint Initiative to
Combat Global Antisemitism
continued from page 3

Ambassador to the U.S.
The working definition was adopted unanimously by the IHRA’s 31 member states in 2016
and has been endorsed by 24 European countries,
including Germany. Earlier this year five major
German corporations -- Daimler, Deutsche Bahn,
Deutsche Bank, Volkswagen, and Borussia Dortmund – issued a joint declaration endorsing the
IHRA Working Definition, and, separately, FC Bayern Munich also adopted it.
The IHRA definition is based on the 2005
European Monitoring Centre (EUMC) Working
Definition. It offers a clear and comprehensive
description of antisemitism in its various forms,

including hatred and discrimination against Jews,
Holocaust denial, and, of particular note, antisemitism as it relates to Israel.
For many years, AJC worked closely with the
EUMC to develop the working definition, and has
advocated for its adoption at the institutional, national, and popular levels.
AJC has maintained an office in Berlin, the
AJC Berlin Lawrence and Lee Ramer Institute for
German-Jewish Relations, since 1998. AJC was
the first global Jewish organization after WWII to
engage with the Federal Republic of Germany, and
the first American Jewish advocacy organization
with a permanent presence in Berlin.

Orthodox Union Announces New Partnership with Secure Community Network
continued from page 3

“Members of the Jewish community, and
particularly the Orthodox Jewish community,
have suffered many physical assaults and other
acts of hatred in recent years - as recently as the
past few days - in New York, Los Angeles and
across the United States. While the FBI and other
entities record and report data on antisemitic incidents, there isn’t specific data about incidents
targeting Orthodox Jews and it is believed that
these incidents are underreported, “Orthodox
Union Executive Vice President Rabbi Moshe Hauer stated. “The new OU-SCN-sponsored reporting system will assist in gathering more accurate
information and thus enable the OU to work with
law enforcement officials and policymakers to ensure resources are allocated to better ensure our
community’s security.”
“Judaism stresses the importance of going
above and beyond to save a life. The recent initia-
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tives spearheaded by the Orthodox Union bring
this principle into action. We look forward to
working with local synagogues and the community at large to introduce these new tools. Not only
will they bring awareness to the increase in hatefueled violence, but they will serve as concrete
action to curb recent trends,” Rabbi Adir Posy,
National Director, OU Department of Synagogue
Initiatives, noted.
Secure Community Network National Director and CEO Michael Masters stated: “We face the
most complex and dynamic threat environment in
our nation’s history, and SCN continues to develop
proactive security solutions that meet the unique
needs of each organization and facility in the Jewish community. We are excited to continue our
close partnership with the Orthodox Union to improve community safety, and this reporting tool is
a critical next step and expansion of those efforts.”
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CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE IN SHARON GARDENS, VALHALLA
2 Grave plots in beautiful Section Y. Cemetery states Section Y is sold out. lowest cost for a single grave
is $4000. Owner committed to sell. Will consider best offer. Call 845-536-0237.
IN TROUBLE WITH THE IRS OR THE NEW YORK STATE TAX DEPARTMENT?
I can Help. My name is Gerald Snyder and I am an enrolled agent and a former IRS Group Manager, and
have successfully represented clients before the IRS and the New York State tax Department for over 25
years. I resolve liens, levies, seizures, income tax and sales tax audits, penalties and trust fund recovery
issues. I also handle unfiled tax returns. I operate from convenient offices at 73 Market St., Ridge Hill,
Yonkers. My fees are reasonable and I offer a free initial consultation. I offer in-person meetings. Why
deal with an unknown person only through the internet when you can meet with me in person? Pease
call me at 914-793-5654 or e-mail me at thasnyder1@verizon.net.
EXERCEO FITNESS
Personalized fitness training in the convenience and safety of your home, home gym, outdoor space or
remotely with nationally certified personal fitness specialist with 13 years experience. For Complimentary
Assessment and more info contact Vincent DePasquale: voice/text (914) 775-8375, email
info@exerceofitness.org and visit exerceofitness.org
IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion.
Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.
LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship, appointments and more. For
privacy purposes please contact me at Scannersinfo@aol.com.
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Mazel Tov

Westchester Parks Foundation Hosts Parks
Are Essential Gala

Westchester Parks Foundation’s Parks
Are Essential Gala raised the funds needed to
re-open Merriwood in 2023, an expanded feature of Camp Morty in North Salem serving 200
underprivileged teens offering a safe space to
build empowerment, agency, and community.
More than 350 supporters attended the fundraising event on Thursday, September 15 at
the Glen Island Harbour Club in New Rochelle.
The evening recognized the visionary leadership, commitment and dedication to community demonstrated by the honorees that support
WPF and parks in Westchester. The recipients
included: The Arc Westchester, Fujifilm, and
Robison.

L-R: Jun Higuchi, President of FUJIFILM North America Corp;
Tibi Guzmán Executive Director and CEO, The Arc Westchester;
David Singer, CEO Of Robison; Seth Mandelbaum, Chair of
Westchester Parks Foundation.

Ted Deutch is New American
Jewish Committee CEO
Ted Deutch has assumed the
helm of American Jewish Committee (AJC) as CEO of the leading global
Jewish advocacy organization. He
succeeds David Harris, after serving
as AJC CEO for more than 32 years.
“Becoming CEO of AJC is
a great honor and humbling responsibility,” said Deutch. “I am
wholeheartedly committed to furthering AJC’s nonpartisan, centrist
approach, and will be steadfast in
my efforts to advance the organization’s mission of enhancing the well-being of the Jewish
people and Israel.” He can be followed on Twitter @AJCCEO.
Deutch, who describes himself as a fiercely proud
Jew, vowed that “AJC will continue to build a brighter
Jewish future – uniting against all sources of antisemitism, opening more doors for Israel, and standing up
for the democratic values that enabled Jewish communities to flourish across the globe. Through strong,
thoughtful, and nonpartisan advocacy, we will make our
voices heard in the United States and around the world.”
Deutch has long championed the priorities of the
Jewish community, most recently as a member of the
U.S. House of Representatives, representing Broward
and Palm Beach Counties since 2010.
“The Jewish values that I was brought up with, that
are so central to how I approach the world, inform everything I do,” said Deutch, reflecting on his seven terms in
Congress and natural transition to heading AJC. “The
work that I’ve done matters so much not just to me, but
it matters to my family. They motivate me to do this critical work.”
During his 12 years in Congress, Deutch was an
outspoken advocate for Israel, for strong U.S.-Israel relations, for combating antisemitism and other threats to
the Jewish people, notably Iran and its ongoing efforts
to develop nuclear weapons. He was a senior member
of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, on which he
served as the Chairman of the Middle East, North Africa, and Global Counterterrorism Subcommittee; a se-

nior member of the House Judiciary
Committee; and Chairman of the
House Ethics Committee.
He was a founding Co-Chair
of the House Bipartisan Taskforce
for Combating Antisemitism, and
of the Congressional Hellenic-Israel
Alliance, as well as a member of the
Congressional Caucus on BlackJewish Relations, the Latino-Jewish
Congressional Caucus, and of AJC’s
Transatlantic Friends of Israel interparliamentary group.
Now heading AJC, Deutch emphasized that expanding the circle of peace in the region following the
groundbreaking Abraham Accords, confronting antisemitism wherever it comes from, and continuing to expand the organization’s relationships with governments
and civil society, will remain agency priorities. “The Jewish community does not exist in a vacuum. Bringing the
Jewish community together with other ethnic and faith
groups strengthens our democracy,” he said.
Engaging younger American Jews is also critically
important for Deutch. “The single greatest opportunity
that the Jewish community has is to ensure that all of
the young Jews across the world have the support and
the tools that they need to live life proudly Jewish.”
Throughout his life, Deutch has championed the
priorities of the Jewish community, from his summers
at Camp Ramah to his activism at the University of Michigan, where he served as Chair of the Hillel Governing
Board, and the University of Michigan Law School. He
has served as a lay leader with the Jewish Federations of
Cleveland and South Palm Beach County, and as a member of both UJA’s National Young Leadership Cabinet
and AIPAC’s National New Leadership Network.
AJC is the leading global Jewish advocacy organization. With headquarters in New York City, 24 offices
across the United States, and 14 overseas posts, as well
as partnerships with 37 Jewish community organizations worldwide, AJC is on a mission to make our world
safer for the Jewish people, enhance Israel’s place in the
world, and advance democratic values.
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UJA Federation of NY Donates 25K for Puerto Rico
Relief Efforts
UJA-Federation is committing $25,000 to The
Afya Foundation to provide medical supplies such as
wound care, first aid supplies and personal hygiene
kits to support those affected by Hurricane Fiona.
Afya is a trusted partner of UJA-Federation and
customizes each shipment to the specified and immediate needs of healthcare providers on the ground,
which is crucial in disaster zones where aid workers
do not have the time to sort through surplus items.
In 2017, Afya responded to Hurricane Maria
by building a coalition of nonprofits, labor unions,
health care organizations, donors and foundation
partners to satisfy urgent supply requests in real-

time. Afya has worked with these established partners in Puerto Rico for years, building relationships
which help Afya to identify critical areas where they
can assist victims of Hurricane Fiona.
Working with a network of hundreds of
nonprofits, UJA extends its reach from New York
to Israel to nearly 70 other countries around the
world, touching the lives of 4.5 million people annually. Every year, UJA-Federation provides approximately $180 million in grants. In addition,
the organization has provided more than $16 million in Ukraine-related emergency funding. For
more information, visit ujafedny.org.

Israeli Prime Minister Yair Lapid Addressed FIDF Supporters
Israeli Prime Minister
Yair Lapid joined more than
500 Friends of the IDF (FIDF)
supporters from across the
country to salute Israel’s
brave soldiers at the FIDF National New York Gala on Tuesday, September 20. This was
Prime Minister Lapid’s first
visit to the U.S. since he took
office in July. The event was
held in tribute to FIDF Chairman, Peter Weintraub of
Scarsdale and featured active- Major Bar, Capt. Ofir Arbel, Navy representative in the MOD NY Mission, Wendy
duty IDF soldiers and several Moskowitz, Maya Moskowitz, Cpl. Anna, Julia Sellman, Rafi Moskowitz, Major Bar,
additional special guests. All Anat Chavkin, FIDF Director of Westchester/Connecticut Photo Credit: Michel Priest,
proceeds from the event will Courtesy of FIDF.
go towards supporting FIDF’s
empowering educational, financial, well-being,
The second soldier was Major Bar, who
and cultural initiatives for the young men and
joined the Israeli Air Force in the footsteps of his
women of the IDF.
late father, a crew chief in the Israeli Air Force
“The fact that I am standing here today, as
whose helicopter was shot down during the SecPrime Minister of the State of Israel, a free coun- ond Lebanon War. Maj. Bar plays a critical role in
try, with a strong army with friends like you, did
ensuring all command-and-control systems are
not happen on its own,” said Lapid. “At every moaccessible to soldiers from air, land and sea.
ment, Israel must be strong, free and secure, with
Additional VIP event attendees included
a powerful army that can defend its citizens. On Michael Herzog, Israeli Ambassador the United
behalf of the State of Israel, and on behalf of the States; Ambassador Gilad Erdan, Israeli Represensoldiers of the IDF, I salute you, my friends.”
tative to the United Nations; Ambassador Asaf Za“We are grateful to Prime Minister Lapid for
mir, Israeli Counsel General; Ambassador Ronen
his exemplary leadership, and we are most hon- Hofman, Israeli Ambassador to Canada; Major
ored to have him join us this evening at our annual
General (Res.) Nadav Padan, FIDF National DirecFIDF National New York Gala in support of Israel’s tor; Yehiel Gozal, FIDF Executive Director of Israel
soldiers,” said FIDF CEO Steve Weil. “There is no
Operations; Fred Gluckman, FIDF President; and
entity of individuals more critical to the existence Galit Brichta, FIDF VP of the Northeast Region.
of Israel and the safety of Jews worldwide than the
Peter Weintraub, FIDF National Board Chairsoldiers of the IDF, and we are humbled to stand in
man since 2018, was honored for his service and
strength and solidarity with Prime Minster Lapid
the immeasurable contributions he made to FIDF
in our common goal to support them.”
during his tenure. An active FIDF supporter and
Two soldiers were featured during the gala board member for decades, Weintraub will comfor incredible acts of courage during their service.
plete his term as Chairman in October. FIDF
The first was Sergeant First Class M., who serves
President Fred Gluckman will assume the role of
in the IDF Special Forces Unit, Oketz, the Canine
Chairman.
Unit that specializes in training dogs for desigFunds raised at the gala will provide muchnated tasks. Sgt. First Class M. neutralizes threats needed and well-deserved services such as academic
against Israel with the help of his K9 companion, scholarships to combat veterans, financial assisMido, and spoke of one incident involving the Istance for soldiers in-need, support for Lone Soldiers
lamic Jihad where Mido captured a terrorist and
throughout their service, crucial aid for wounded
in doing so, thwarted a potential deadly attack. “So
veterans and the families of fallen soldiers, recumany people owe their lives to Mido without even
peration weeks for entire IDF units, as well as educaknowing it,” he said.
tional, cultural, and recreational facilities.
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