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Leffell Upper School Celebrates Yom Ha’atzmaut
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Over 300 citizens gathered to celebrate Yom 
Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 74th Independence Day, at the 
Leffell Upper School, Hartsdale on Thursday, May 
5, 2022 with Israel Carnival Stations, Face Painting, 
Arts and Crafts, plus entertainment by Music Talks.

A complimentary Israeli Falafel Dinner was 
served, as well as interactive games, including “bas-
ketball,” played with “baskets” strategically placed 
denoting sites on a giant map of Israel.  

Participating organizations included Bet Am 
Shalom Synagogue, White Plains; Beth El Synagogue 
Center, New Rochelle; JCC of Mid-Westchester, 
Scarsdale; Jewish Agency for Israel; Jewish National 
Fund USA; J-Teen Leadership, UJA Federation; Lef-
fell School; Magen David Adom; PJ Library; Temple 
Beth Abraham; Young Judaea Sprout Westchester 
Day Camp, Croton-on-Hudson; UJA Federation New 
York; Westchester Day School, Mamaroneck; and 
Westchester Jewish Council.

“Yom Ha’atzmaut is a very important day for 
me personally as an Israeli, definitely as a Schlicha   
(emissary) for Westchester,” Shachar Liran Hanan 

declared.  “I wanted it to be a big celebra-
tion and get as many of the local organiza-
tions to come and celebrate together on 
this very special day.

“I reached out to them and invited 
them to partner with us. We cherish Israel, 
its nature, beauty, social activism with re-
gard to Israel; specifically, with what Israeli 
organizations are doing for the Ukraine 
these days.”

“We experience miracles every day 
in our Jewish world, but no bigger miracle 
than the creation of the modern state of 
Israel,” WJC CEO Elliot Forchheimer ex-
claimed.

“It is really important that our kids 
come and have fun together, around the re-
ality of celebrating  Israel’s independence,” 

Bet Am Shalom, White Plains, Rabbi Lester Bron-
stein added.  “More and more of our kids don’t know 
what Israel is, much less have a relationship with it.  

Annual Countywide Yom Hashoah Holocaust Commemoration
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

The Annual Westchester Countywide Yom Has-
hoah Holocaust Commemoration was presented by 
Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center (HHREC) 
and Westchester Jewish Council (WJC) on Thursday, 
April 28th at the Gates of Remembrance, White Plains.  
Approximately 400 people attended, plus numerous 
elected officials. 

HHREC/WJC member Mitchell Ostrove sounded 
the Shofar, followed by procession of approximately 
35 Holocaust Rescued Torahs, mostly from Czech Re-
public.  

HHREC Chairman Michael Gyory welcomed the 
community and Rabbi Adam Baldachin, Shaarei Tik-
vah recited the Holocaust Kaddish. Musical selections 
were performed by Ohed Angel, Shinshin/Junior Em-
issary and Cantor Robin Joseph, Temple Beth Shalom 
and President, Kol Hazzanim, Cantors of Westchester.

Rendering the Invocation, Bishop Mary Glasspool, 
Episcopal Diocese of New York, quoted 

Elie Wiesel, who said, “If someone suffers and 
they keep silent, it can be a good silence.

If someone suffers and I keep silence, it is a de-
structive silence.” 

“No one person can be the author of the horrors of 
the Holocaust,” Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer remarked. “There had to be individuals who 
were willing to allow this to happen.”

The keynote speaker was Hidden Child Survi-
vor, Rabbinic Pastor Dr. Aliza Erber, a member of the 
HHREC Speakers Bureau. Born in Almelo, Holland on 
April 2, 1943, at seven months she was taken away and 
hidden in the Dutch woods with other infants.  That 
underground bunker had no windows or doors with 
little air piped in from above.  After hiding for almost 
two years with boiled roots as her diet, Erber herself 
emerged at 2 years of age, on the brink of starvation.

A candle lighting ceremony by the Somers High 
School Holocaust Commission student winners took 
place before closing remarks were made by WJC Presi-
dent William H. Schrag.

Left to right: Rabbi Lester Bronstein, Bet Am White Plains; Shachar Liran 
Hanan, Jewish Agency for Israel; Rabbi David Schuck, Beth El Synagogue 
Center, New Rochelle; Elliot Forchheimer, CEO, Westchester Jewish 
Council.

We can start here to build an appetite towards want-
ing to love Israel, know about it and spend time in 
Israel.

“Today could be a very, very important thing 
in the lives of these young children,” Bronstein 
stressed.    
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JCRC-NY Announces the Return 
of the Celebrate Israel Parade

The Jewish Community Relations 
Council of New York (JCRC-NY) has an-
nounced that after three years the Cel-
ebrate Israel Parade will be live and in 
person once again.

After being virtual for the past two 
years due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
JCRC-NY has announced the parade will 
be in-person once again. The theme for 
this year’s parade is Together Again– Ku-
lanu B’Yachad. It will take place on Sun-
day, May 22, 2022, running from 57th 
Street to 74th Street along 5th Avenue in 
Manhattan.

Since 1965, hundreds of thousands 
of Jews from across the world and their 

supporters have come together to march 
in the JCRC-NY Celebrate Israel Parade, 
showing their love and support for the 
State of Israel. This year will be no dif-
ferent – with more than 40,000 march-
ers, dozens of fabulous floats, marching 
bands, and exciting Jewish and Israeli 
musical performers displaying their pas-
sion for the State of Israel.

The parade will also be broadcast 
locally on Fox TV’s My9 network and 
around the world via livestream with pro-
fessional anchors provided by the news 
station.

You can learn more about the Cele-
brate Israel Parade at celebrateisraelny.org

UJA Federation of New York Presents Women 
on Wall Street Discussion

On Monday, May 23, 2022 at  6:00 pm, UJA-
Federation of New York will host a discussion on 
the Next Generation on Wall Street-- What’s it re-
ally like to be a woman among the 
bulls and the bears? This in per-
son event will be held at 130 East 
59th Street, New York City.

Join to gain insight and per-
spective from industry leader 
Stephanie J. Stiefel, managing 
director of Neuberger Berman. 
Stephanie will be in conversation 
with Rachel Stern, executive vice 
president, chief legal officer, and 
global head of strategic resourc-
es, FactSet. They will discuss how 
to make a mark as a woman in 
finance, how to navigate a Wall Street career dur-
ing a pandemic and how today’s Women on Wall 
Street can blaze the trail for future generations.

Following the conversation, 
enjoy refreshments and the oppor-
tunity to connect with other like-
minded women. Plus, hear about 
UJA’s humanitarian response to the 
war in Ukraine, as well as UJA’s ongo-
ing Covid recovery efforts.

Executive Vice President, Chief 
Legal Officer, and Global Head of 
Strategic Resources, FactSet, Rachel 
Stern works at a leading global finan-
cial information services company, 
where in addition to legal and com-
pliance, she handles real estate strategy, facilities 
management, and offshore site management of 

Centers of Excellence in India, the Philippines and 
Latvia. She is a member of the Executive Leader-
ship Team and was the company’s first Executive 

Sponsor of its Women’s Business 
Resource Group. Rachel is also on 
the board of Baron Capital Man-
agement and is a trustee of the 
Baldwin School.

Managing Director, Neuber-
ger Berman, Stephanie J. Stiefel 
is the head of Client Development 
for the Straus Group, within Neu-
berger Berman’s Private Asset 
Management division. Prior, she 
served as head of Wealth Man-
agement. Before joining Neuber-

ger Berman, Stephanie worked for Arthur An-
dersen & Co. as a CPA, personal financial planner, 
and senior tax manager. Stephanie has been a part 
of Barron’s Top 100 Women Financial Advisor list, 

coming in 3rd in 2015, 2019 and 2020, 
and was featured in Crain’s Notable 
Women in Financial Advice for 2020.

Next Gen Women on Wall Street 
Chairs are Katy Haber and Tammy 
Schlossberg.

For questions contact Kaela 
Rothstein at rothsteink@ujafedny.
org.

UJA VACCINATION POLICY: UJA 
policy requires all visitors to be fully 
vaccinated and boosted, in accor-

dance with applicable laws and regulations, 
including current local, state, and CDC guidelines. 
Proof will be required on entry.

Stephanie J. Stiefel

Rachel Stern

Temple Israel of New Rochelle Hosts The Assisi Project
Temple Israel of New 

Rochelle, 1000 Pinebrook 
Boulevard, had been selected 
by representatives of the Vati-
can, to host a historic exhibi-
tion called The Assisi Project. 
The evening included reli-
gious leaders and local politi-
cians from Italy, including the 
Pope’s archivist, who shared 
stories, hidden up until now, about the clergy and 
citizens of Assisi, Italy, who risked their lives to protect 
Jewish refugees during the Holocaust.   

The program offered details about the perils 
faced by Jewish citizens in Italy during the Second 
World War. With Northern Italy occupied by Ger-
man troops in 1943, the historic town of Assisi, home 
of Saint Francis of Assisi, found itself thrown into the 
atrocities of war. Acting on requests from Rome, As-
sisi’s citizens and clergy rallied to come together and 
save the lives of their Jewish brethren. 

The exhibit featured panels from the “Museo del-
la Memoria Assisi” (The Museum of Memory),  a round-
table discussion led by Professor Johan Ickx, archivist 
for the Historical Archives of the Vatican Secretary of 
State, and Elizabeth Bettina, author of “It Happened in 
Italy.”   

Archbishop of Assisi, Domenico Sorrentino; 
Monsignor Anthony Figueiredo; and the Mayor of As-
sisi, Stefania Proietti attended.

Rabbi Jay H. Rosenbaum, Temple Israel’s rabbi, 
moderated the discussion and noted the similarities 

of what is happening in the 
Ukraine, with what happened 
in Assisi, saying how we all 
need to help each other.

“We are honored to host 
The Assisi Museum Exhibit, 
and excited to lead the round-
table discussion. With this ex-
hibit, we not only memorialize 
the 6,000,000 Jews who were 

murdered by the Nazis, but the righteousness of As-
sisi residents who risked everything to save innocent 
Jewish lives. May their souls be bound up in the bond 
of eternal life, as we honor them through this project 
of reconciliation and hope with the light of love,” added 
Rabbi Rosenbaum.

Mayor of New Rochelle Noam Bramson, com-
mented, “At a time when hate crimes and anti-Sem-
itism are sadly on the rise, this moving program in-
spires us to embrace all of our neighbors, across every 
faith, with courage, humanity, and love. I am grateful to 
Temple Israel for hosting the Assisi Museum Exhibit 
and proud that New Rochelle exemplifies these ever-
essential values.”

Attending the April event along with Temple 
Israel congregants, and community members, were 
Westchester County Executive George Latimer, New 
Rochelle Mayor Noam Bramson, Larchmont Mayor 
Lorraine Walsh, Millie Jasper, Executive Director of 
the Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center and 
Steve Goldberg, from the Holocaust & Human Rights 
Education Center.

Israel at 75 for Diamond Jubilee Anniversary 
in 2023

As Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel’s Independence 
Day) passes, the Conference of Presidents of Ma-
jor American Jewish Organizations (COP) and the 
American Zionist Movement (AZM) launched the 
‘National Coordinating Council for Israel at 75’ to 
prepare national celebra-
tions in the United States 
for Israel’s 75th anniver-
sary in 2023. This effort 
is a catalyst for national 
and local celebratory 
programs that express 
solidarity and support for 
the Jewish state, as well 
as provide opportunities 
to commemorate Israel’s 
historic achievements.

A central website for 
Israel 75 in America was 
launched and plans are 
underway for common 
graphics and branding, a 
national events calendar, 
a speaker’s bureau, and an 
online resource center to 
share materials for use in 
synagogues; schools; cam-
puses; summer camps; JCCs; Federations; local 
organizations, and elsewhere.

“We are pleased to coordinate the celebration 
in the United States of Israel’s 75th anniversary of 
independence next year. We celebrate the history 

and importance of the state of Israel, especially in 
defending democratic values and protecting refu-
gees. We greatly value the opportunity to inform 
and engage with Jewish communities and the pub-
lic on this anniversary. The ties between the U.S. 

and Israel are strong and 
will continue to grow even 
stronger still over the next 
75 years,” said Dianne Lob, 
Conference of Presidents 
Chair and William C. Da-
roff, Conference of Presi-
dents CEO.

“Next year we mark 
the most important mile-
stone in Zionism, the es-
tablishment of the State 
of Israel in 1948. Seventy-
five years later, Zionism 
continues to link global 
Jewry to our ancestral 
and modern homeland. 
This connection is es-
pecially significant for 
American Jews, and we 
are delighted to bring our 
community together to 

celebrate Israel,” said Deborah Isaac, AZM Presi-
dent and Herbert Block, AZM Executive Director.

To receive updates on Israel 75 events, pro-
grams, and resources, go to

israel75usa.org
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University Presidents, Diversity Officers Learn 
New Tools to Address Antisemitism

College and university presidents 
and diversity officers from across 
North America learned best practices 
and new tactics to improve the campus 
climate for Jewish students in April at 
the University Presidents Summit on 
Campus Antisemitism. Presented by 
Hillel International and American Jew-
ish Committee (AJC), in collaboration 
with the American Council on Educa-
tion (ACE), the Summit helped higher 
education leaders grappling with the 
multi-faceted challenge of campus an-
tisemitism, from how to define antisemitism to 
the special role of diversity officers as champions 
of all students experiencing discrimination.

The conference, held at the Center for Jewish 
History in New York City and hosted by New York 
University President Andrew Hamilton, included 
presentations from Jewish community leaders, 
members of Congress and university presidents, 
exploring key issues in-person with one another. 

Several participants shared thoughts about 
the challenge of addressing antisemitism on col-
lege campuses and the value of the Summit:

Lee C. Bollinger, President, Columbia Univer-
sity: “Antisemitic incidents on college and univer-
sity campuses represent a threat to our values and 

our ability to create communities that 
respect the fundamental dignity and 
human rights of all members. Address-
ing them challenges us to take a hard 
look at difficult questions affecting our 
campus climates and our society more 
broadly. This Summit is a timely oppor-
tunity to examine the impact of one of 
the oldest and most resilient forms of 
hatred with trusted leaders and experts 
as part of larger efforts to make sure 

that Jewish students, and all students, 
feel safe, secure, and included as they 

pursue their educations.” 
Andrew Hamilton, President, New York Uni-

versity: “We in this room tonight represent com-
munities of scholars who learn from difference. 
We must model ways for people to co-exist and 
celebrate one another’s diverse beliefs and back-
grounds. Our institutions espouse higher values: 
learning, critical thinking, and empathy. Antisem-
itism stems from the opposite of these values, and 
it is our duty to confront it.”

Anthony P. Monaco, President, Tufts Univer-
sity: “Colleges and universities must remain vigi-
lant in our work to address antisemitism’s rise on 
campuses across the country and to foster a safe, 

Adam Lehman

The Bronfman Fellowship Selects Two County Students
The Bronfman Fellowship has selected its 

36th cohort of intellectually curious 11th-graders 
from across North America including two from 
Westchester County.

The 26 Fellows, who come from a broad spec-
trum of the Jewish community, will participate in 
a transformative, free Fellowship-year experience 
beginning with a summer in Israel, where they ex-
plore a rich, complex tapestry of Jewish texts and 
ideas in conversation with one another and a fac-
ulty team of leading rabbis, educators, and artists. 
They also interact with a group of Israeli peers 
who were chosen through a parallel selection pro-
cess as part of the Israeli Fellowship, Amitei Bron-
fman. The new class of Fellows will join a vibrant, 
lifelong alumni community that includes some of 
today’s most exciting Jewish writers, thinkers and 
leaders.

The Bronfman Fellowship was founded in 
1987 by Edgar M. Bronfman, z”l, formerly CEO of 
the Seagram Company Ltd. and a visionary Jew-
ish philanthropist. Mr. Bronfman passed away in 
December 2013. 

Following a competitive application process, 
the 2022 Fellows are from 11 states and Canada, 
and represent a wide range of Jewish back-
grounds, including Orthodox, Conservative, Re-
form, Just Jewish and secularly/culturally Jewish. 

Two Westchester students have been select-
ed for the Fellowship. From Ardsley, Noah Segal is 
a junior at Ardsley High School. He is the founder 

and president of the Ardsley Chess Club and plays 
varsity soccer for Ardsley High School. Noah is a 
staff writer at the school newspaper and a violin-
ist in the school chamber orchestra. Noah and his 
family are members of the CSAIR synagogue in 
Riverdale. He has attended Young Judaea camps 
(Tel Yehuda and Sprout Lake) for the past 9 years.

From Mount Kisco, Ilan Brusso is an 11th 
grader at The Leffell School in Hartsdale. Ilan is 
very active in his school community. He was re-
cently elected vice president of the Leffell student 
government, participates in his school’s Mock 
Trial team, and co-heads the Leffell Debate club. 
In the past, he spent his summers at Camp Ramah 
in the Poconos and he also attended a weeklong 
writing workshop with Writopia Lab, a local or-
ganization. Every week, he volunteers with the 
JCC of Mid-Westchester in Scarsdale, working 
with children with special needs, a passion of his. 
While Ilan does not identify solely with one de-
nomination, most of his Jewish experiences have 
been through the Conservative movement. In his 
free time, Ilan enjoys reading, writing poetry, and 
spending time with family and friends.   

The Bronfman Fellowship, the flagship pro-
gram for outstanding young Jews, taps 26 North 
American teenagers at a formative point in their 
lives, the year before college, when an intense, 
immersive experience will have the most impact. 
The Fellowship is an opportunity unlike any other: 

continued on page 6
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May is Jewish American Heritage Month 
(JAHM}.

Established by presidential proclamation in 

2006, and renewed every year since, JAHM pro-
vides an opportunity for all Americans to cele-
brate and draw inspiration from the contributions 
that Jewish Americans have made to the fabric of 
our nation’s history and culture.

120+ organizations across the country have 

A Proclamation on Jewish American Heritage Month
In 1654, a small ship carrying 23 Jewish refugees 

sailed into the port of present-day New York City.  
Fleeing oppression and discrimination, these cou-
rageous women and men faced resistance from the 
colony’s leaders.  Nevertheless, they secured the right 
to remain and became the first Jewish communal 
presence to settle on American soil.  
In so doing, they expanded the fron-
tier of religious freedoms that would 
help define the bedrock principles 
upon which this Nation was built.  
During Jewish American Heritage 
Month, we honor these 23 refugees 
and the centuries of successive gen-
erations of Jewish Americans, who 
— shaped by their own encounters 
with prejudice, persecution, and 
the promise of a better tomorrow — 
have emboldened our Nation to stand up for justice, 
equality, and freedom.

The story of America was written, in part, by 
Jewish Americans who, through their words and ac-
tions, embraced the opportunity and responsibility 
of citizenship knowing full well that democracy is not 
born, nor sustained, by accident.  Inspired by Jewish 
American communal leadership, our Nation’s first 
President pledged that our Government will “give to 
bigotry no sanction, to persecution no assistance.”  
Inspired by Jewish American poetry, our shores have 
welcomed millions with the words “Give me your 
tired, your poor, your huddled masses yearning to 
be free.”  Throughout our country’s history, Jewish 
Americans have proudly served our Nation in uni-
form, in elected office, and on our Nation’s highest 
courts.  They have made enormous contributions 
to America’s cultural, scientific, artistic, and intel-
lectual life, and they have marched, petitioned, and 
boarded buses to demand civil and political rights for 
all — from women’s rights to voting rights to workers’ 
rights.

Today, we continue to strive to live up to our 
founding ideals.  As the scourge of white supremacy 
and antisemitic violence rises, my Administration 
remains committed to ensuring that hate has no safe 
harbor.  That is why we have created new laws that 
give us more tools to combat hate crimes; developed 
the first-ever National Strategy for Countering Do-

mestic Terrorism; provided assistance to religious 
organizations, places of worship, and nonprofits to 
protect their facilities and members; and named a 
new Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemi-
tism.  My Administration will use the full force of our 
judicial system to confront bigotry and antisemitism 

wherever and whenever it surfaces.
The Jewish American story, 

and the story of our Nation as a 
whole, is fueled by faith, resilience, 
and hope.  It is a story defined by 
a firm belief in possibilities, the 
resolve to make real the promise 
of America for all Americans, and 
a commitment to perfecting our 
Union, heeding the timeless words 
of Rabbi Tarfon, the first-century 
scholar who taught “It is not your 

duty to finish the work, but neither are you at liberty 
to neglect it.”

Three-hundred and sixty-eight years after those 
23 brave Jewish refugees arrived in America, Jewish 
Americans continue to help our country thrive and 
prosper.  This month, we honor the timeless tradi-
tions, heritage, and contributions of Jewish Ameri-
cans that drive our progress as a Nation each and 
every day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR., 
President of the United States of America, by virtue 
of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim May 
2022 as Jewish American Heritage Month.  I call upon 
all Americans to visit JewishHeritageMonth.gov to 
learn more about the heritage and contributions of 
Jewish Americans and to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs, activities, and ceremonies.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of April, in the year 
two thousand twenty-two, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the two hundred and 
forty-sixth.

JOSEPH R. BIDEN JR.

Funding to Enhance Health Care Services for 
Holocaust Survivors

On April 28, Governor Kathy Hochul an-
nounced $2.6 million in funding provided by 
the FY 2023 Enacted Budget to support the 
Holocaust Survivors Initiative. This funding, 
to be administered by New York State Office 
for the Aging, will be used to increase access 
to health care related services, provided by 
community-based organizations for those 
who suffered in the Holocaust.

“Survivors of the Holocaust endured 
tragedy beyond the imaginations of the aver-
age person - we owe them a lifetime of care 
and with this funding we can ensure they 
receive just that,” Governor Hochul said. “In 
New York, we will never forget, and we will do 
everything possible to honor the memory of 
the millions of lives lost, and ensure survivors 
will always be safe, protected, and supported. 
Today we are reaffirming our commitment to 
supporting survivors as is our duty, and this 
funding will serve to widen access to services 
and lift them out of poverty.”

New York State is home to nearly 40,000 
Holocaust survivors, 40 percent of whom are living 
in poverty. A survivor is an individual, Jewish or 
non-Jewish, who experienced persecution at the 
hands of the Nazi regime. They were targeted due 
to race, religion, ethnicity, sexual orientation, phys-
ical or mental disabilities, as well as political ideol-
ogy. They survived concentration camps or were 
forced to flee their homes and countries. Sixty-one 
percent of Holocaust survivors emigrated from the 
former Soviet Union before coming to the United 
States; they receive little-to-no Social Security in-
come and are extremely poor.  

Today, the youngest survivors are in their mid-
70s, and as they age, they require even more care. 
The terrible trials and traumas they suffered in 
their earlier years show dire effects with age. While 
every year the number of Holocaust survivors de-
clines, the cost of care significantly increases. 

COVID-19 has been particularly painful for 
Holocaust survivors, many of whom already suffer 
from post-traumatic stress, anxiety, and other men-
tal health complications. Since March 2020, survi-
vors have turned to mental health and social service 
providers more than ever to support their physical, 
emotional, and financial needs throughout the pan-
demic. Providers have had to pivot to ensure conti-
nuity of service and feeling of community for sur-
vivors who must remain in their homes, including 
supporting those with limited access to technology.  

The investments for the Holocaust Survivors 
Initiative support: 

Case Management to access benefits and 
support. Case Managers are specially trained in 
the psychological impact of the Holocaust; Mental 
Health Services including home visits to help sur-
vivors work through the traumas that now mani-

fest in sleep disturbance, anxiety, depression and 
inability to trust; Trauma Informed Care provided 
by professionals who recognize and avoid possible 
triggers, thereby reducing the potential for re-trau-
matization; Crisis Prevention to help stave off evic-
tion and hunger;

Legal Services and entitlement counseling; 
Emergency Financial Assistance for food, housing, 
prescriptions, medical and dental care; Socializa-
tion Programs to reduce isolation; Training & Sup-
port for Caregivers and home health aides working 
with survivors; and End of Life Care including hos-
pice and ethical wills. 

UJA-Federation of New York CEO Eric S. Gold-
stein said, “UJA-Federation of New York is grateful 
for the unwavering efforts of Governor Hochul and 
the Legislature resulting in $2.6 million to support 
critical services for Holocaust survivors in New 
York. Because of their past trauma, survivors often 
require a special set of social, medical, and mental 
health services, and this funding will make a dra-
matic difference in helping these individuals ac-
cess the care they need and age with dignity.”

 Met Council CEO David G. Greenfield said, 
“New York is home to the largest Holocaust survivor 
community outside of Israel and on Yom HaShoah, 
Governor Hochul has stepped up for them. By in-
vesting $2.6 million to help Holocuast survivors, 
Governor Hochul is clearly demonstrating that 
she understands how much support this amazing 
elderly community needs, and we are so grateful 
to that she is dedicated to not only ensuring we 
never forget about the crimes of the Holocaust, but 
that we will never, ever, forget the victims who live 
among us.”

joined with the Weitzman National Museum of 
American Jewish History to ensure JAHM reaches 
every corner of the US. Visit JewishAmerican-
Heritage.org and join the celebration by using the 
hashtags #OurSharedHeritage and #JewishAmer-
icanHeritageMonth!
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SCAN HERE

We’re leading the charge toward a New York 
that’s powered by 100% clean energy.         

See our energy future: 
oru.com/cleanenergy
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Local Resident Sid Lapidus to be 
Honored at Gala

A leader in the Jewish community and a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning historian and Holocaust 
Survivor will be honored at the Center for Jew-
ish History’s gala recognizing their achievement 
in scholarship, leadership, and the commitment 
to ensuring that the history of the Jewish people 
lives on for future generations. 

On May 19, 2022, the Center for Jewish Histo-
ry will recognize Sid Lapidus of Harrison, a promi-
nent leader of the Center for Jewish History since 
its founding, chair of the American Jewish Histor-
ical Society and a principal of Warburg Pincus for 
more than half-a-century. 

Through his tireless effort 
and philanthropy Lapidus has 
helped shape the Center for 
Jewish History into a home for 
one the largest and richest ar-
chives in the world relating to 
the modern Jewish experience. 

“We proudly honor Sid 
Lapidus for his steadfast sup-
port and commitment to the 
Center for Jewish History since 
its founding. His collection of 
original documents relating to 
religious liberty in Europe and 
the United States is remarkable 
for its significance and depth. His recognition of 
the importance of preserving Jewish history for 
future generations has been unwavering and mo-
tivates us to do what we do each day,” said Bernard 
J. Michael, president and CEO, Center for Jewish 
History.

Lapidus is a member of Westchester Reform 
Temple and the Westchester/Fairfield chapter 
of the American Jewish Committee. He and his 
wife are involved with Planned Parenthood and 
his wife, Ruth, is a board member emeritus of 
Planned Parenthood Hudson Peconic.

The Center for Jewish History will also honor 
Saul Friedländer, Pulitzer Prize-winning author, 
Holocaust Survivor, and preeminent historian. 
His groundbreaking scholarship on the Holocaust 
transformed the understanding of the Nazi era.

“It is our extraordinary privilege to honor 
Professor Saul Friedländer at this year’s gala cel-
ebration for the Center for Jewish History. Dr. 
Friedländer is a giant among scholars in the field 
of Holocaust studies and a pioneer in placing 
scholarly focus on the study of collective memory,” 
said Michael. “Dr. Friedlander was among the first 
to examine the Final Solution from the interwo-
ven perspective of ordinary Germans, Nazi lead-
ers, Jewish victims, and bystanders. And, at a time 
when many German historians were attempting 
to relativize the atrocities of the Nazi regime in 

order to create a normal sense 
of German national identity, Dr. 
Friedländer insisted that the 
unique nature of the Nazi geno-
cide should prevent Germans 
from viewing the actions of the 
Third Reich as they would any 
other era of German history.”

The award presentation 
will take place at the Center’s 
Gala during Jewish American 
Heritage Month, a fitting time 
to honor those who have helped 
shape American history, cul-
ture, and society. The Gala will 
begin at 6pm on May 19. For 

more information visit cjh.org/gala. 
The Center for Jewish History illuminates 

Jewish history through archival preservation, 
public engagement, and digital access to the larg-
est archive for the Jewish experience in the world 
outside Israel. The collections of the Center’s five 
in-house partner organizations – the American 
Jewish Historical Society, American Sephardi Fed-
eration, Leo Baeck Institute, Yeshiva University 
Museum, and YIVO Institute for Jewish Research 
– comprise over five miles of archival documents 
in dozens of languages and alphabet systems, over 
500,000 volumes of books, 6 million digital items, 
and thousands of artworks, ritual objects, textiles, 
and recordings, all spanning 5,000 years. The Cen-
ter opens these collections to the public and acti-
vates the stories they hold.

Sis Lapidus

AJC Issues Jewish Millennial Survey
Most Millennial Jews care about their rela-

tionship to Israel.
That is just one of the key takeaways from 

the landmark survey American Jewish Commit-
tee (AJC) released on April 25. AJC’s Surveys of 
American and Israeli Jewish Millennials polled 
American and Israeli Jewish Millennials on their 
relationship to Israel and each other. The surveys 
reveal that:

72% of American and 89% of Israeli Millen-
nial Jews say close ties between American Jews 
and Israel are important to them.

70% of American and 80% of Israeli Millen-
nial Jews see Israel as necessary to the survival of 
the Jewish people.

More than 50% of American Jewish Millenni-
als say being connected to Israel is an important 
part of their Jewish identity, a number that is sim-
ilar to Gen X American Jews.

The results also show that this relationship 
is complicated and that anti-Israel rhetoric in the 
U.S. is taking a toll.

28% of American Jewish Millennials re-
ported that the anti-Israel climate, on campus or 
elsewhere, made them rethink their commitment 
to Israel.

23% of American Jewish Millennials say that 
they have been forced to hide their Jewish identity 
because of the anti-Israel climate on campus or 
elsewhere.

Over half of American Jewish Millennials 
believe it is appropriate for American Jews to try 
to influence Israeli policy, while only 23% of Israeli 
Jewish Millennials agree.

These findings must serve as a roadmap for 
all who are dedicated, like AJC is, to ensuring a 
strong U.S.-Israel relationship. To view all the re-
sults go to: AJC.org/JewishMillennialSurvey

a space where young people who want to see the 
world through a lens broader than their own can 
explore issues with depth, candor, and joy, while 
forming friendships to last a lifetime. Fellows 
wrestle with major issues in contemporary Jewish 
life, meet some of today’s most influential figures, 
and expand their perspectives as they build com-
munity with those representing different back-
grounds, worldviews, and approaches to Jewish 
life and practice. The year begins with a five-week 
summer study program that typically takes place 
in Israel and includes an encounter with a parallel 
cadre of outstanding Israeli teenagers. Program-
ming continues throughout Fellows’ senior year 
of high school with a series of lively in-person and 
virtual seminars, gatherings, and projects. Upon 
graduating high school, the Fellows join an alumni 
community that has become a model for lifelong 
engagement, as Bronfman alumni continue to ex-

change ideas and inspire one another to contrib-
ute their talents, vision, and creativity to the Jew-
ish community and the world.

The Fellowship, founded in 1987 by Edgar 
M. Bronfman, z”l, reflects Mr. Bronfman’s early 
and impassioned belief that for the Jewish people 
to thrive, Israeli and American Jews from a vari-
ety of backgrounds must be engaged in open and 
creative discourse with one another. The alumni 
embody Mr. Bronfman’s vision that young people 
who are enriched and energized by their Judaism 
are poised to contribute not only to Jewish life, but 
to improving the world. 

The Bronfman Fellowship Selects Two County Students
continued from page 3

Attention Jewish High School 
Student Leaders

LFT (Leaders for Tomorrow), 
AJC’s innovative education 
program for high school 
students, is designed to 
empower Jewish student 
leaders to advocate on behalf 
of the Jewish people and 
Israel.

AJC LFT instills in teens the 
knowledge, confidence, and 
passion to serve as positive 
change-makers among their 
peers, in their communities, 
and beyond.

AJC LFT students meet once 
a month for seven months 
beginning in October 2022.

These interactive, student- 
centered sessions offer the 
opportunity to learn about 
and unpack the most 
pressing issues affecting 
today’s Jewish teens. 

Community service credit can 
be provided for interested 
students.

Interested students should submit an online application no later than 
June 30, 2022 at https://ajc.org/lftinfo
For more information, contact Ortal Margalith: margalitho@ajc.org
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SUNDAY, MAY 22, 2022
11:30am - 4pm • 57th-74th St. on Fifth Ave.

Join us at the 58th annual CELEBRATE ISRAEL PARADE, the world’s 
largest gathering in celebration of Israel. LIVE on FOX’s My9 and 

CelebrateIsraelNY.org starting at Noon EDT. A project of JCRC-NY.

A project of: CelebrateIsraelNY.org
CelebrateIsraelParade

@celebrateisrael

A special thanks to our partners:
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Invited to Life: Holocaust Survivors in America
The Center for Jewish History and jMUSE will 

present the inspirational new photography exhibi-
tion Invited to Life: Holocaust Survivors in America 
in the Selz Foundation Gallery at the Center for 
Jewish History (15 West 16th Street), free and open 
to the public during Jewish American Heritage 
Month.

The exhibition, which opens May 17 to the 
public, features the work of B.A. Van Sise and is 
presented in honor of Jack Waksal, a Holocaust 
survivor. In a project that would span four years 
and take him across the country, Van Sise set out 
to document the lives of Holocaust survivors in the 
United States. Invited to Life: Holocaust Survivors 
in America features the photographic portraits 
that he created. This work offers the viewer a fresh 
opportunity to engage with the unique stories of 
survivors who built new lives in the U.S. The pho-
tographs also reveal the wide diversity of American 
Jewish experience and the many ways in which 
individuals and communities have practiced resil-
ience, remembrance, creativity, and connection. 

“They are mothers, fathers, sons, and daugh-
ters who survived the unthinkable, yet had the 
strength and courage to come to the United States 
with the dream of creating a new and better life 
for themselves and their families,” said Bernard J. 
Michael, President & CEO, Center for Jewish His-
tory. “This exhibition captures their incredible 
spirit and optimism. We are proud to honor them 
by sharing their inspiring stories.”

The exhibition experience, designed by Up-
swell, includes not only selected photographic 
prints, but also projections of the dozens of photo-
graphs that Van Sise produced. It offers perspec-
tives on the stories of Holocaust survivors including 
Engelina Billauer, Saul Dreier, Julius Eisenstein, Sal-
ly Frishberg, Betty Grebenschikoff, Alex Gross, Al-
lan Hall, David Lenga, Toby Levy, Vernon Mosheim, 
Werner Reich, Toni & John Rinde, Irving Roth, Rab-
bi Arthur Schneier, Leon Sherman, Sam Silberberg, 
Martha Sternbach, Mireille Taub, Doris & Meir Ush-
erovitz, Jack Waksal, and Marion Wiesel.

“In its focus on survival, personal and com-
munal reinvention, and the vast range of American 
Jewish experiences, Invited to Life is in keeping 
with the important work of the Center for Jewish 
History,” said Michael S. Glickman, Founder & CEO 
of jMUSE. “The Center’s exhibitions and programs 
highlight under-studied aspects of Jewish history, 
expand public understanding of the diversity of 
Jewish life, and engage public audiences in explor-

ing the contemporary relevance of the past.”
This presentation of Invited to Life is made 

possible by the Samuel D. Waksal Foundation, with 
the generous support of the David Berg Foundation 
and the Stefany and Simon Bergson Foundation.

B.A. Van Sise is an author and photographic 
artist focused on the intersection between lan-
guage and the visual image. His work has been fea-
tured in solo exhibitions at the Center for Creative 
Photography and the Museum of Jewish Heritage 
– A Living Memorial to the Holocaust, as well as in 
group exhibitions at the Peabody Essex Museum, 
the Museum of Photographic Arts, the Los Ange-
les Center of Photography, and the Whitney Mu-
seum of American Art. A number of his portraits 
of American poets are in the permanent collection 
of the Smithsonian’s National Portrait Gallery. Van 
Sise is an Independent Book Publisher Awards gold 
medalist, and his Invited to Life exhibition is a 2021 
Prix de la Photographie Paris award-winner. 

Invited to Life, the book, is forthcoming in Sep-
tember 2022.

The Center for Jewish History illuminates his-
tory, culture, and heritage. The Center provides a 
collaborative home for five partner organizations: 
American Jewish Historical Society, American 
Sephardi Federation, Leo Baeck Institute, Yeshiva 
University Museum, and YIVO Institute for Jew-
ish Research. The partners’ archives comprise the 
world’s largest and most comprehensive archive 
of the modern Jewish experience outside of Israel.  
For more information call 212-294-8301.

jMUSE is an arts and culture venture founded 
on and committed to the principles of collabora-
tion and exchange. It brings together institutions, 
experts, and philanthropists to experiment with 
new ways to present important ideas and innova-
tive content across the United States and Europe.

WJCS: Providing Services to our Dynamic Jewish Community

BY SHERRY BIRNBAUM, LCSW

Westchester Jewish Community Services 
(WJCS) was founded in 1943 with a small grant 
from UJA-Federation of New York. While we have 
grown to become one of the largest human service 
agencies in Westchester and the largest provider 
of licensed community-based mental health ser-
vices in the county, our core values have stayed the 
same. Our commitment to tikkun olam (repairing 
the world) is reflected in the breadth of programs 
and services we offer.

Often referred to as the 911 and 411 for the 
Jewish community, WJCS Center for Jewish Pro-
grams responds to the challenges faced by individ-
uals, from early childhood through the life span. 
We partner with 40+ synagogues, day schools, 
Jewish early childhood centers, and senior adult 
living facilities in Westchester to provide educa-
tional, spiritual, recreational, and mental health 
programs as well as counseling to individuals 
in need. We care for and support families facing 
life-limiting illnesses and the long trajectory of 
a dementia diagnosis. We offer support and so-
cialization opportunities for Holocaust families 
as well as for individuals with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities. New on the horizon: 
our newly-formed Youth Resiliency Roundtable 
will bring together representatives from Jew-
ish days schools, community youth groups, and 
synagogues to assess mental health needs of Jew-
ish youth in Westchester. Services offered will 
include individual clinical counseling, trainings, 
and support groups.

Thanks to funding from UJA-Federation of 
New York and private philanthropy, we offer the 
following programs; Alzheimer’s and Related De-
mentia Services; Bereavement Services; Behavior-
al Support Services for Synagogue-based Nursery 
Schools; Consulting Services for Parents of Chil-
dren and Adolescents; Holocaust Survivor and 
Family Services; Home-Delivery of Kosher Meals 
to Seniors; Jewish Programs for Individuals with 
Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities; Jew-
ish Spiritual Healing Center; Locator Bracelets for 
Individuals with Dementia; Mental Health Ser-
vices; On-site Services with Partnering Jewish In-
stitutions; Respite for Family Caregivers; Support 
Services for Individuals and Families Facing Seri-
ous Illness; Support for Families Facing Domestic 
Abuse; and .Youth Resiliency Round Table.

Sherry Birnbaum, LCSW, is Assistant Ex-
ecutive Director of the WJCS Center for Jewish 
Programs For more information about WJCS ser-
vices for the Jewish community, go to wjcs.com or 
contact Sherry Birnbaum at (914) 761-0600 x2140; 
sbirnbaum@wjcs.com.

No Hate in Our States and Jewish American 
Heritage Month

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, 
AJC WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD REGIONAL DIRECTOR

May is Jewish American Heritage Month, desig-
nated by Congress in 2006. That’s an important sign 
that the American Jewish community is valued in this 
extraordinary country, and yet recognition that we are 
still a tiny minority. Indeed, the American Jewish com-
munity hovers somewhere around 2.4% of the U.S. pop-
ulation. However, ask any number of American Jews if 
they know about this special designation and most will 
look at you quizzically. 

As we know from AJC’s groundbreaking research, 
including our 2021 State of Antisemitism Report cou-
pled with FBI hate crimes statistics, antisemitism is 
surging in the United States, with Jews the target of 55% 
of all religiously motivated hate crimes reported. The 
word reported is key since the FBI notes that this statis-
tic is woefully under-reported. 

At AJC (American Jewish Committee), we believe 
that celebrating Jewish Heritage Month means showing 
that we are #JewishandProud. Indeed, AJC, the leading 
global Jewish advocacy organization, first introduced 
#JewishandProud at the “No Hate, No Fear” Rally in New 
York in January 2020, where over 25,000 Jews and allies 
marched together against antisemitism. The hashtag 
went viral, with Jews, allies, and civil society leaders, ex-
pressing Jewish pride or showing support for the Jewish 
community.  

Throughout the month of May, as part of Jewish 
Heritage Month, AJC is encouraging Jews and all people 

of goodwill to exhibit their pride by wearing Judaica, like 
a Star of David, in public and posting photos with the 
hashtag #JewishandProud on social media. 

Yet social media posts are not enough. We must 
raise awareness about the threat of antisemitism here 
in the United States with our interfaith and intergroup 
partners; with government officials at the local, state, 
and federal level; and with decision makers and opin-
ion leaders. Antisemitism is not an issue for the Jewish 
community to solve alone. Indeed, levels of antisemi-
tism reflect the health of civil society, and like all forms of 
hatred and racism, must be addressed by society overall, 
and leaders in particular. 

Any act of racism or hatred against any commu-
nity should be taken seriously and we expect that lead-
ers would respond quickly, clearly, and as strongly as 
needed. That should be the case with universities, cor-
porations, and government officials. We call upon these 
leaders to stand with the Jewish community, just as with 
other minorities. 

The days of “don’t rock the boat” are over. It is our 
responsibility to our ancestors, ourselves, and our chil-
dren to raise awareness about antisemitism’s ugly surge 
and hold our leaders accountable. When we say, “No 
Hate in Our States,” we must work with our partners 
and leaders to ensure that becomes a reality. And we 
must also walk tall as Jews, to be outwardly even more 
Jewish, whether wearing a Star of David, or a kippah, or 
t-shirt with Hebrew on it. That also means affirming our 
pride in Israel, the only Jewish state. To end Jew-hatred, 
to ensure that there is No Hate in Our States, means to 
be openly “JewishandProud” not only during American 
Jewish Heritage Month, but every day of the year. 

Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fairfield re-
gional director. To join the efforts and to highlight your 
own examples of #JewishandProud, email at: westches-
ter@ajc.org

Rachel Russo Relationships − a boutique 
matchmaking business − is seeking single male 
and female professionals for complimentary 
introductions to current clients in Westchester 
and NYC tri-state area.

To be considered, fill out a confidential 
profile at www.RachelRusso.com or email 
Rachel@RachelRusso.com for more information.

Start your journey to happily ever after...
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heathy and respectful environment for all our stu-
dents. At Tufts, we have been vigorous in our re-
sponse, and we were happy to share our approach 
with other leaders in higher education. Through 
opportunities such as this Summit and our ongo-
ing collaborations, we will continue to learn from 
each other as we seek to combat antisemitism on 
our campuses.”

Matthew Bronfman, Chair, Board of Gover-
nors, Hillel International and Chair of the AJC 
Board of Trustees: “Jewish students expect cele-
bration of diversity, yet they experience attacks on 
what makes them unique. They expect inclusion, 
yet they experience isolation. They expect equity, 
yet they experience bullying. Your universities 
cannot stand for diversity, equity and inclusion 
selectively. The university must protect every stu-
dent’s safety and each student’s right to learn. The 
question is when will we all do something about 
it? We know what to do. And our goal in the com-
ing sessions is to share what works: the tools that 
are available to use right now, and the tools that 
protect academic institutions from hatred of all 
kinds.”

David Harris, CEO, American Jewish Com-
mittee: “We must take antisemitism as seriously 
as any form of racism. There is not a hierarchy. To 
us, all of this is a violation of the promise of Amer-
ica and the spirit of the campus. There is a serious 
problem of antisemitism on some college cam-
puses today. The more we can convene to discuss 
antisemitism and share best practices, the more 
effective we will be in confronting the issue, which 
affects not just Jewish students, but the very pur-
pose of an American university.”

Adam Lehman, President and CEO, Hillel 

International: “For many years, Jewish students 
have not been considered by universities to be a 
particularly vulnerable or marginalized group. In 
fact, one of the most insidious stereotypes Jew-
ish students face today is that they are part of a 
uniformly white, rich, privileged group whose 
experiences with antisemitism, bullying and mar-
ginalization are just not that important, relative 
to more urgent tasks of confronting racism and 
victimization of other minoritized groups. Our 
appeal to you today is not to ignore or reduce your 
deep commitments to fighting racism, gender-
based discrimination, and all other forms of in-
equity and injustice. It is simply to see our Jewish 
students – in all of their diversity -- as also fully 
deserving of your attention and concern.” 

Ted Mitchell, President, American Council 
on Education: “We are here on a mission and that 
mission is to eradicate antisemitism. Our hope is 
that you will leave here equipped with strategies 
and tactics that you can customize to meet the 
needs of your own unique campus environment. 
We aim to strengthen the ties between college and 
university leaders and the Jewish community to 
foster a mutually supportive and trusting envi-
ronment when crises occur, and ensure a positive, 
welcoming environment on campus for Jewish 
and pro-Israel students.”

Rep. Lee Zeldin, U.S. House Bipartisan Task 
Force for Combating Antisemitism: “You as a uni-
versity president have the responsibility for all the 
faculty and all the administration. If just one goes 
rogue and isn’t being helpful to that student who 
needs mentorship, that can be a stain on the en-
tire campus. There’s a lot that’s on your plate but 
that you’re here is extremely impressive.”

University Presidents, Diversity Officers Learn New Tools to Address 
Antisemitism
continued from page 3

Is Your Retirement Account Secure?

BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

You may recall our article from a couple of 
years ago which discussed changes to the require-
ments for taking money out of your retirement ac-
counts. The changes were part of the SECURE Act 
which affected anyone who owns an IRA or other 
retirement account. 

While there have been significant changes 
to the estate tax over the last several years, those 
changes likely won’t affect most Americans since 
less than 1 percent of us have estates large enough 
to be subject to the federal estate tax.  Conversely, 
most people have money in retirement accounts 
and over the next two to three decades there 
will be the largest inter-generational transfer of 
wealth in history, with much of the money being 
transferred being held in retirement accounts. 

Retirement accounts allow you to put away 
money, which grows tax-free, and not pay taxes on 
it until you take the money out. Thus, it is a way to 
defer paying taxes, not avoiding taxes. Neverthe-
less, there is great value in being able to defer tax-
es. Given the choice, you are usually better off pay-
ing taxes later, instead of now; unless perhaps you 
expect to be in a higher tax bracket later.  More-
over, the assets in retirement accounts continue 
to grow tax-free, without diminution for payment 
of taxes along the way.  Unfortunately, the defer-
ral doesn’t last forever, and the IRS has rules that 
require minimum distributions (RMDs) be taken, 
depending on the type of retirement account you 
have and your age.  Roth IRAs do not have RMDs 
while you are alive; but there is no tax deduction 
for contributions you make to Roth IRAs. 

The most important change made by the 
SECURE Act was the elimination of the “stretch” 
option for most IRAs.  Previously, if you inher-
ited an IRA from someone, you were able to take 
those benefits over your life expectancy if proper 
planning was done.  This allowed IRAs to grow in 
amount tax-free without having to be depleted 
by larger mandatory withdrawals since the ben-
eficiary was typically younger than the original 
IRA owner.  Under the SECURE Act, the entire ac-
count must be distributed within ten years of the 
account owner’s death, unless certain exceptions 
apply.  The purported rationale for this change, 

was that the IRA rules were originally intended 
to provide for the owner’s retirement and not in-
tended to be a wealth creation vehicle for the ben-
eficiaries. 

Certain beneficiaries are not subject to the 
new 10-year rule, including surviving spouses, mi-
nor children (but not grandchildren), individuals 
with disabilities or those who are chronically ill, 
and individuals who are not more than 10 years 
younger than the IRA owner.  If you qualify under 
these rules, you can still use the life expectancy 
tables and stretch out the retirement benefits. 

The SECURE Act also changed the date that 
individuals have to start taking required mini-
mum distributions from their retirement ac-
counts from age 70 and ½ to age 72.  In addition, 
IRA contributions may now be made for those still 
working regardless of age.  Previously, 701/2 was 
the age limit for those still working. 

When the SECURE Act was enacted, there 
were a lot of unanswered questions concerning 
how the new rules were to be interpreted and 
implemented.  Over the past couple of years, it 
has been confusing and, in some cases, extremely 
complicated to compute the proper amount of 
RMD.  The stakes are high, since there is a 50% ex-
cise tax if you don’t take out enough money from 
your IRA each year.  In fact, this rule continues to 
apply to your IRA beneficiaries after your death. 

Recently, in an attempt to clarify and provide 

additional guidance on the SECURE Act, the IRS 
has finally issued proposed regulations.  This IRS 
publication is more than 270 pages long and we 
certainly can’t explain all the nuances in this ar-
ticle.  Suffice to say, there are probably provisions 
in the new proposed regulations that will affect 
you and your IRA. 

While having a modern estate plan includes 
documents such as a will, trust, financial power of 
attorney and health care directives, it absolutely 
makes sense to give proper attention to your re-
tirement accounts.  Oh, and don’t forget that your 
will typically does not determine who receives 
your IRA at death, since that is covered by your 
beneficiary designation. 

Bottom line:  In light of the new proposed 
regulations regarding the SECURE Act, it probably 
makes sense to take a fresh look at how your re-
tirement accounts are treated in your estate plan.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of 
the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence 
in Elder Law and has been honored as one of the “Best 
Lawyers” in America since 2008. He was elected to the 
Estate Planning Hall of Fame by the National Associa-
tion of Estate Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is 
past Chair of the Elder Law Committee of the Ameri-
can College of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. 
Krooks may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visit-
ing the firm’s website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, instruments, 
coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, 
diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for details.

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment?  Experiencing loneliness or memory loss?  
Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually.  Songs from the 40’s, 50’s, 
60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening.  Contact Josh at 914-391-2867.

JIMMY’S CUSTOM FLOORING
Jimmy’s Custom Flooring offers floor installation, floor repair and floor refinishing. We do drywall and painting! 
Call 914-469-5585 for details. Licensed and insured.

RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from Awning 
Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364 
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing

GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including: Kitchens, 
Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel free to contact us for a no 
obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.

GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated area at Cedar 
Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at lpjcoffice@optonline.net

Calendar of Events
On May 25 at 7pm, the Mamaroneck and Larchmont 
Libraries present The Borscht Beat with Aaron Bendich of 
Radio Catskill who will share his journey into Jewish record 
collecting and radio hosting on Zoom. Sign up at mama-
ronecklibrary.org/events.

On May 23 at 7:30pm, UJA Westchester, 
Young Israel of Scarsdale and Westches-
ter Jewish Council invite you to welcome 
Ambassador Asaf Zamir, the new Israeli 
Consul General in New York at Young 
Israel of Scarsdale, 1313 Weaver Street, 
Scarsdale. Register to Susan Scharf 

Glick at glicks@ujafedny.org or 914-385-2120.

On May 26, Yeshiva University hosts Rise Up YU Siyum and 
Concert starring Ishay Ribo and special guest performance 
by Akiva and Alex Clare, in Arthur Ashe Stadium at the USTA 
Billie Jean King Tennis Center in Flushing Meadows-Corona 
Park, Queens at 7:45pm. Email ribo@yu.edu for questions. 
Visit yu.edu/ribo for tickets.

On June 8, the Holocaust and Human Rights Education Center 
holds Memory Keeper Story Hour with Joseph Kaidanow on 
Zoom at 7pm. Call 914-696-0738 to register.

On June 9, the annual meeting of the League of Women Voters 
of Westchester will take place at the Scarsdale Women’s Club, 
37 Drake Road, Scarsdale at 5pm. Keynote speaker is County 
Executive George Latimer.  Register by calling 914-366-7312.

On June 14, the Jewish Community Relations Council of New 
York will have a Spring Gala at the Plaza, NYC with cocktails 
at 6pm. honoring JCRC President, Cheryl Fishbein. For more 
information, contact gala@jcrcny.org

On June 12, at 10am, Walk Against Hate at the parade ground 
in Van Cortlandt Park, Bronx. This is a solidarity walk to combat 
antisemitism, extremism and all forms of discrimination and 
hate, sponsored by the Anti-Defamation League New York/New 
Jersey. Register online to walk at WalkAgainstHate.org/NYNJ.

On June 19, Kol Rinah, the Jewish Chorale of Westchester will 
celebrate 20 Years of Song at Congregation Sons of Israel, 
1666 Pleasantville Road, Briarcliff Manor at 3pm. For tickets 
and information visit kolrinahchorale.org

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail 
us your Business Card and Full Payment 
and we’ll take care of the rest. Mail to: 

Shoreline Publishing, 
629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, 

Pelham, N.Y. 10803
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Mazel Tov
WJCS Gala Raises Vital Funds for Critical 
Human Services in Westchester

WJCS-Westchester Jewish Community Ser-
vices hosted its annual Gala on April 5th at Brae 
Burn Country Club in Purchase. Attended by phil-
anthropic, community, and political leaders from 
throughout Westchester County, the evening 
marked a triumphant return to in person events 
after two years of virtual galas. The event supports 
the programs of WJCS, one of the largest human 
service organizations in Westchester. The money 
raised will provide much-needed funds for the 
agency’s 80+ programs that serve 20,000 West-
chester residents every year.

“It was wonderful to have so many members 
of our community together to celebrate this year’s 
honorees—New York State Senate Majority Leader 
Andrea Stewart-Cousins and WJCS Board President 
Mariquita Blumberg, two individuals who work tire-
lessly to improve the lives of Westchester residents,” 
said Seth Diamond, CEO of WJCS. “Senate Major-
ity Leader Stewart-Cousins is an outstanding State 
leader and someone who epitomizes the spirit of 
Tikkun Olam, “repairing the world,” a mission that 
drives our work at WJCS every day. Just as WJCS 
helps people of all ages and backgrounds who are 
struggling with major life challenges, Andrea Stew-
art-Cousins has dedicated herself to improving the 
lives of families in Westchester and all of New York 
State.” 

Senate Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins has 
been a game changer and trailblazer, taking the lead 
on issues relating to mental health services, Univer-
sal Pre-K, child care, and education. She has been 
a strong advocate for affordable housing, criminal 
justice reforms, women’s rights, and the LGBTQ+ 
community. She shattered the glass ceiling, becom-
ing the first woman and African American woman 
to lead a New York State legislative conference in 
2012. “After a long day in Albany, Senator Stewart-
Cousins has met with the young people of WJCS 
Center Lane LGBT+ Center, letting them know she 
is proud of them and will fight for legislation to help 
them. She has given inspirational talks at our Mary 
J. Blige Center, encouraging the young girls to reach 
for their dreams. It has been an honor to salute her 
work and commitment to the people of Westchester 
and the entire Empire State,” said Diamond.

“I’m proud to receive this honor from WJCS,” 

said New York State Senate Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins. “For as long as I have been in pub-
lic life, WJCS has been a safety net for Westchester 
residents. Their initials are synonymous with help-
ing those who struggle, face challenges, or hardship. 
Whether it is community mental health, senior care, 
or youth development, their programs support, care 
for, and inspire 20,000 Westchester residents each 
year. This was especially true during the COVID pan-
demic, and it underscores just how important WJCS 
is to our county. I thank WJCS CEO Seth Diamond, 
the Board, and all connected to this wonderful agen-
cy, and congratulate my co-honoree WJCS Board 
President Mariquita Blumberg.”

WJCS’s Gala honoree Mariquita Blumberg is 
an executive coach, organizational consultant, and 
Scarsdale resident who has served as President of 
the WJCS Board for the past three years. “Mariquita 
has provided strong, uplifting leadership at a time 
of tremendous challenge. Her skills as a technology 
leader, executive consultant, former Board Treasur-
er and previous member of numerous WJCS Board 
committees were just the right combination to helps 
us navigate during the dark and difficult days of Co-
vid,” said WJCS CEO Seth Diamond. “The people of 
our community will always be grateful for and re-
member her leadership.”

“It has been my greatest pleasure to work with 
Seth, the WJCS team, and our incredible WJCS 
board so closely over the last three years,” said hon-
oree Mariquita Blumberg. “I’m humbled by this hon-
or and share it with the hundreds of WJCS employ-
ees who have helped the thousands of WJCS clients 
in our county.  Thank you.”

Westchester County Legislator MaryJane 
Shimsky presented a proclamation from Westches-
ter County to the honorees. Partners at UJA-Federa-
tion were among the Gala attendees and were recog-
nized for their support of WJCS. 

The Give for Good Auction included four vid-
eos in which WJCS clients shared their personal 
stories of how WJCS helped them overcome youth 
and adult mental health challenges, deal with the 
difficulties of being an aging Holocaust survivor, and 
train teens to identify serious emotional problems 
in themselves and their peers and get access to ap-
propriate help. 

Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Awards
Westchester Jewish Council hosted the 27th Annual Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service 

Awards Ceremony on Tuesday evening, May 10th at Temple Israel Center of White Plains.    They hon-
ored the following people:

Anti-Defamation League (ADL) ............................................................ Adam Waldman
Bet Am Shalom Synagogue .................................................................. Elizabeth Haas Edersheim
Chavurat Tikvah ................................................................................... Peter Schlactus
CSS – Community Security Service ..................................................... Guy Shmuel
Congregation B’nai Yisrael ................................................................... Lisa Mazure
Congregation Kneses Tifereth Israel (KTI) .......................................... Margot Metzger
Hebrew Congregation of Somers ......................................................... Irene Herz
Holocaust & Human Rights Education Center .................................... Bette Sparago
Jewish National Fund ........................................................................... Caren Hammerman
Lincoln Park Jewish Center ................................................................. Jack Schweizer
Scarsdale Synagogue – Temples Tremont and Emanu-El ................... David Goldman
Shames JCC on the Hudson ................................................................. Charles Friedman
Sinai Free Synagogue ........................................................................... Elizabeth G. Spiro
Temple Beth Abraham ......................................................................... Jennifer Povman
UJA Federation of NY / Westchester Region........................................ Michele Gregson
United Hebrew of New Rochelle .......................................................... Jim Staudt
Westchester Jewish Council ................................................................ Darren Peister
Young Israel of Scarsdale ..................................................................... Marie Miller
 
The Julian Y. Bernstein Distinguished Service Award is named after Julian Y. Bernstein (z”l), a for-

mer Westchester Jewish Council board member, who was a visionary communal leader.  
As Westchester’s Jewish community relations organization, the Council unites Westchester Jewry 

with the State of Israel, fosters communication among Jewish organizations and cultivates and strength-
ens relations with other ethnic groups, elected officials and the community at large.  

To learn more visit www.wjcouncil.org

UJA-Federation of NY Honors Philanthropic 
Westchester Residents

UJA-Federation of New York 
held its annual Westchester Cele-
bration at Old Oaks Country Club 
in Purchase, on April 28, 2022, 
honoring Arlene Kleinberg and 
the Kleinhandler family for their 
leadership and dedicated service 
to the community.

“Our honorees are people 
who help make our Westchester 
community the kind and caring 
place it is,” said Tara Slone-Gold-
stein, regional chair of UJA West-
chester. “When they see a need, 
they take action, and help to make 
a difference every day.”

Arlene Kleinberg of New 
Rochelle is UJA Westchester’s 
campaign chair, a member of the 
Westchester Executive Leadership Committee 
and the Westchester Women’s Cabinet, and board 
member of Westchester Jewish Council. 

“I am humbled by this honor because sup-
porting UJA and the Jewish community is in my 
DNA,” said Arlene in her acceptance remarks. “It 
is simply the right thing to do.”

Laura and David Kleinhandler and their 
daughters Rachel, Sophie, and Lilly of Rye Brook 
have all held leadership roles at UJA. Laura is cur-
rently a member of the UJA Westchester Execu-
tive Leadership Committee, liaison to the advisory 

board of J-Teen Leadership, and a board member 
for Westchester Jewish Community Services. 
Both David and Laura have served on the UJA 
Board of Directors. Rachel, Sophie, and Lilly are 
leaders of J-Teen Leadership.

As the event took place on Yom HaShoah, Ho-
locaust Remembrance Day, Laura acknowledged 
her parents, noting her father is a Holocaust survi-
vor. “It has been their unconditional love and sup-
port that has enabled us to reach this moment.”

The event featured a presentation by Emmy 
Award-winning mentalist Oz Pearlman.

From left: David and Laura Kleinhandler; Tara Slone-Goldstein; Amy A.B. Bressman, 
UJA-Federation of New York president; Arlene Kleinberg; Rachel Kleinhandler and 
Lilly Kleinhandler
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