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Happy New Year from Westchester Jewish Life

Bringing People Together with Music for the Holidays and Beyond
In a collaborative effort, Jack Klebanow, Mu-

sic Director of Shoresh Halev Center for Jewish 
Music at Beth El Synagogue Center, New Rochelle, 
is preparing for a special Musical Selichot Service 
on September 17 at 8:30 pm, at Shaarei Tikvah, 46 
Fox Meadow Road, Scarsdale. The evening will 
feature clergy participation from Pelham Jew-
ish Center, Temple Israel Center of White Plains, 
Greenburgh Hebrew Center, Westchester Jewish 
Center, Conservative Synagogue Adath Israel of 
Riverdale, Shaarei Tikvah and Beth El Synagogue 
Center.

“This is a collective effort,” said Klebanow, 
“The service will be a preparatory evening for the 
High Holidays with a taste of music and prayer, 
along with special guest musicians.”

Cantor Ethan Goldberg from Westchester 
Jewish Center will play guitar and Klebanow  
will be on keyboard. The evening will begin with 
Havdalah and a learning session inside the syna-
gogue and then everyone will go outside under a 
tent for a joyous musical Selichot service.

“We are expecting representatives from all 

the sponsoring congregations and even nonmem-
bers can attend,” explained Klebanow. “This ser-

vice should get everyone 
in the Holiday mood.”

As the Music Direc-
tor of The Shoresh Halev 
Center for Jewish Music, 
Klebanow. has served as 
Music Director at Beth El 
Synagogue Center since 
2017. He directs this new 
initiative and is respon-
sible for mapping out the 
strategy for achieving the 
Center’s vision.

  For over 100 years, 
Beth El Synagogue Center 
has been a leading voice in 
the Conservative     Move-
ment, with a robust con-
gregation and renowned 
clergy team.

The Shoresh Halev 
Center for Jewish Music at Beth El fulfills a cen-
tral mission of the synagogue to use music as a 

foundation for ritual and secular communal life. 
The goal of the Center is to infuse music into every 
aspect of synagogue life, including all demograph-
ics such as nursery and school age students, young 
families, empty-nesters and elderly. This music 
initiative will play a fundamental role in shaping 
religious services as well as wide-ranging cultural 
events and activities. 

The Shoresh Halev Center for Jewish Music at 
Beth El will also i) support emerging Jewish artists; 
ii) provide opportunities for established artists and 
composers of new Jewish music to serve as schol-
ars and artists in residence; iii) serve as a venue for 
concerts, symposia, workshops and conferences; 
and iv) foster inter-faith dialogue and events with 
other religious communities in the region.

“For many years, music has been central to 
our mission,” states Rabbi David Schuck of Beth 
El Synagogue Center. “We are extremely proud 
of this initiative and believe that this exciting 
music program is a direct reflection of our core 
values. Music serves as a spiritual practice, allow-

l to r; Rabbi Jessica Fisher, Jack Klebanow, Cantor Gabby Schvartz and Rabbi Zach Sitkin 
performing at Beth El Synagogue Center

continued on page 4

Governor Hochul Signs Legislation to Honor and Support Holocaust Survivors in 
Educational, Cultural and Financial Institutions

In August, at The Museum of Jewish Heri-
tage in NYC, Governor Kathy Hochul signed a 
legislative package to honor and support Ho-
locaust survivors in educational, cultural, and 
financial institutions. The legislative package 
will help ensure schools are providing high-
quality Holocaust education, require museums 
to acknowledge art stolen by the Nazi regime, 
and require the New York State Department of 
Financial Services to publish a list of financial 
institutions that voluntarily waive fees for Ho-
locaust reparation payments. 

“As New Yorkers, we are united in our sol-
emn commitment to Holocaust survivors: We 
will never forget,” Governor Hochul said. “These 
are individuals who have endured unspeakable 
tragedy but nonetheless have persevered to 
build lives of meaning and purpose right here in 
New York. We owe it to them, their families, and 
the six million Jews who perished in the Holo-

caust to honor their memories 
and ensure future generations 
understand the horrors of this 
era.”  

Legislation (A.472C 
/S.121B) will help ensure that 
New York schools are prop-
erly educating students on 
the Holocaust. The legislation 
directs the New York State Ed-
ucation Department to deter-
mine whether school districts 
across the state have met 
education requirements on 
instruction of the Holocaust, 
which have been required by 
law since 1994.It will also re-
quire NYSED to identify how non-compliant 
schools will close gaps in knowledge of the Ho-
locaust in schools.   

Legislation (A.3719A/S.117A) requires mu-
seums to acknowledge the origins of art pieces 
that were stolen from Europeans during the 

Nazi era, primarily from Jewish families. Dur-
ing World War II, the Nazis looted some 600,000 
paintings from Jews, enriching the Third Reich 
and eliminating all vestiges of Jewish identity 
and culture. Museums across New York display 
this stolen art with no recognition of or trans-
parency around their origins, and this legisla-
tion will require museums to disclose informa-
tion on the history of these stolen art pieces.   

Legislation (A.9338/S.8318) requires the 
New York State Department of Financial Servic-
es to maintain and update a list of financial in-
stitutions that waive wire fees associated with 
Holocaust reparations payments. About one-
third of Holocaust survivors in the U.S. live in 
poverty. This legislation will ease unnecessary 
burdens that banks may place on Holocaust 
survivors that receive reparation payments.    

 Consul General of Israel in New York Am-
continued on page 5
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Happy Rosh Hashanah

 

To all the Readers of
Westchester Jewish Life

L'Shana Tova

Wishing you a Sweet and Happy New Year

www.tinr.org/HHD20221000 Pinebrook Boulevard
New Rochelle NY 10804

Home for the 
High Holy Days

Reconnect
Share • Worship

46th Annual Westchester Jewish Music and Arts 
Festival Returns to Kensico Dam Plaza

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

An estimated 2500 citizens from West-
chester County and outlying areas attended 
the 46th Annual Jewish Music and Arts Fes-
tival, held at Kensico Dam Plaza on Sunday, 
August 21st, presented by Westchester Jew-
ish Council and UJA Federation New York in 
cooperation with Westchester County Parks. 

Guest performers included The Levins; 
Israeli Dancing with Leng; WonderSparks 
Puppets, sponsored by PJ Library; Neshama 
Carlebach; Juggler Ned Gelfars and ending 
with a rousing song, This Little Light of Mine, 
sung by Argentinian Cantor Ines Kapustian-
sky of Temple Shaaray Tefila, Bedford, ac-
companied by MC Kenny Green on guitar.

In addition, Lincoln Park Jewish Center 
Rabbi Levi Welton sold copies of his book, 
Be Like the Moon, plus jewelry, purse and 
hat vendors.  Many exhibits promoted social 
responsibility, including Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation; Hearts and Homes for Refugees; Live 
On NY, advocating Organ Donation; HOPE 
Community Services; Westchester County 
Department of Consumer Protection; West-
chester County Human Rights Commission; 
Westchester Jewish Coalition for Immigra-

tion;   “the Tooth Fairy” (Carmela LoPresti, 
Pediatric Assistant, Touro College of Dental 
Medicine) and Wellness Camp, Camp Zeke, 
promoting culinary arts and physical fitness.

Congregation Sons of Israel, Briarcliff 
Manor had an exhibit that explained their 
unique organic farm behind their synagogue, 
with garden beds for sale, seasonal produce 
and eggs from their chicken coop, kosher 
wine; There was also a barbecue and picnic 
area earmarked for community and school 
events.

“We are so proud to be here for the tenth 
time and telling the story of Soroka Medical 
Center, which is Israel’s only major medical 
for the entire south of Israel,” Rachel Heisler, 
Executive Director, American Friends of So-
roka Medical Center, Beersheba, Israel stat-
ed.  

“We take care of all the residents of the 
Negev, no matter what their race, religion or 
national origin.  Nearly 50% of our 18,000 ba-
bies are Arab born. We are very focused on 
clinical research and are particularly proud 
of our new Legacy Heritage Oncology Center, 
Larry Norton Institute and are developing a 
new Neonatal Care Center,” Heisler conclud-
ed.

TOP LEFT: Left to right: Westches-
ter Jewish Council Chief Executive 
Officer Elliot Forchheimer; 
Lincoln Park Jewish Center Rabbi 
Levi Welton; son David Welton

TOP RIGHT: Cantor Ines 
Kapustiansky, Shaaray Tefila, 
Bedford; MC Kenny Green.

MIDDLE LEFT: Face-painted Maya

MIDDLE RIGHT: Dance Israeli 
Style with Leng

BOTTOM LEFT: Pam Goldstein, 
Assistant Executive Director, 
Westchester Jewish Council; 
Deputy Westchester County 
Executive Ken Jenkins.

BOTTOM RIGHT; “Tooth Fairy,” 
Carmela LoPresti, Pediatric As-
sistant, Touro College of Dental 
Medicine.
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HIAS Welcome Circles: A Jewish Community 
Resettlement Initiative

Since the start of the conflict in Ukraine in 
February 2022, over 6 million people have fled the 
country. At the same time, thousands of Afghan 
families, displaced since August 2021, still need 
assistance so they can start their new lives in their 
new American communities. 

 Resettling so many people in a short period 
of time is unprecedented in recent history and has 
strained the U.S. resettlement system, so a solu-
tion known as Sponsor Circles is being pioneered 
across the United States. With deep experience 
in refugee resettlement and honed strategies for 
educating, organizing, and mobilizing the Jew-
ish community, HIAS launched HIAS Welcome 
Circles, a network of Afghan sponsor circles. Now, 
HIAS has adapted the model for Ukrainians.

 If you know someone who you wish to sup-
port, whether they are already in the U.S. or are in 
a European host country and eligible for humani-
tarian parole under Uniting for Ukraine, you can 
apply now to become a HIAS Welcome Circle and 
gain access to HIAS’ resources, guides, trainings, 
and Community of Practice.  

If you don’t know someone to sponsor, HIAS 
and partners are building structures to match cir-
cles with Ukrainians in the U.S. or abroad. Start 
your application to become a Welcome Circle now, 

and once approved, HIAS will move you forward to 
the matching process.

If your congregation or organization is inter-
ested in forming a HIAS Welcome Circle for Ukrai-
nians, Welcome Circles for Ukrainians must: 
Launch with a minimum of five people (over the 
age of 18) and HIAS recommends the core group 
not exceed a maximum of eight people; Commit to 
a minimum six-month period of support, with the 
goal of the newcomer(s) achieving self-sufficiency; 
Pass mandatory background checks and an online 
knowledge assessment on the roles and responsi-
bilities of circles as part of the application process; 
Submit a “Welcome Plan” through which they 
articulate the ways they will connect Ukrainian 
newcomers to supports and services during the 
initial resettlement phase. This plan will include 

securing housing, accessing benefits, connecting 
to healthcare and education, and other forms of 
community orientation. 

HIAS will provide support to Welcome 
Circles, including technical and operational re-
sources on best practices in refugee resettlement; 
technical expertise; peer-to-peer mentoring; and 
Jewish resources to ground the experience and 
the work. 

The national Afghan sponsor circle model 
is being created by the Community Sponsorship 
Hub (CSH) with direct support and guidance from 
Canadian agencies. HIAS Welcome Circles build 
on this core model.

HIAS Welcome Circles are made up of groups 
of 5-8 people who will have close contact with Af-
ghans they are sponsoring. All participating spon-
sors will be vetted and approved by HIAS (includ-
ing complete background checks) and must be 18 
years old or older. 

HIAS Welcome Circle participants are ex-
pected to commit a minimum of six months of 
support for Afghan refugees as they begin to settle 
into communities. 

HIAS Welcome Circle members will meet 
new Afghan arrivals at the airport, help find hous-
ing and furnishings, help to find jobs, register 

children for schools, and sign individuals up for 
public benefits such as TANF and SNAP among 
other responsibilities.

HIAS Welcome Circles are expected to raise 
a minimum of $2,275 per Afghan individual they 
welcome; however, based on cost of living, ac-
cess to in-kind support, and other factors, HIAS 
strongly recommends that circles raise more than 
this amount.

As an umbrella agency, HIAS will provide 
support to Welcome Circles, including technical 
and operational resources on best practices in ref-
ugee resettlement; technical expertise; peer-to-
peer mentoring; and Jewish resources to ground 
the experience and the work.

Successful resettlement and integration are 
a local endeavor. HIAS is ready to meet the chal-
lenge of the current moment — providing re-
sources, technical guidance, and support to the 
Jewish community so that they can welcome and 
assist new Afghan neighbors to begin to rebuild 
their lives.

If your congregation or organization is in-
terested in forming a HIAS Welcome Circle or for 
more information, contact Isabel Burton, Senior 
Director for Community Engagement Initiatives, 
at isabel.burton@hias.org.  
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ing people to experience personal and communal 
sacred time, and as a bridge among our commu-
nity of communities, bringing people together in 
harmony. We are confident this program will have 
a tremendous impact on our community, and we 
are hopeful to contribute a voice that rings out 
throughout the Jewish world.”

The Shoresh Halev Fund aims to integrate 
music into the Beth El Synagogue Center commu-
nity and to position Beth El Synagogue as a hub for 
musicians and artists who are part of the current 
renaissance of Jewish music, both liturgical and 
secular. The Shoresh Halev Fund is established 
through a generous grant by a family of the Beth 

El community. 
Beth El Synagogue Center is a large, multi-

generational, egalitarian congregation, located 
in New Rochelle, serving the Westchester Jewish 
community, and is affiliated with the United Syna-
gogue of Conservative Judaism. With a member-
ship of more than 500 families, a vibrant Nursery 
School and Religious School, and a renowned 
Summer Camp, Beth El has daily religious ser-
vices and countless secular and religious activi-
ties and is one of the most prominent conservative 
synagogues in the country.

For further information visit http://www.
bethelnr.org 

Bringing People Together with Music for the Holidays and Beyond
continued from page 1 AJC Launches Campus Global Board to 

Broaden College Student Engagement
On August 24, Ameri-

can Jewish Committee (AJC) 
launched its Campus Global 
Board, an initiative to broaden 
the leading global Jewish advo-
cacy organization’s engagement 
with college students around the 
world.

This highly competitive 
opportunity attracted a diverse 
international group of student 
leaders to develop and practice 
Jewish advocacy skills on and 
off campuses. Abe Baker-Butler 
from Rye Brook has been elected 
Executive Vice President of the 
Board. He is a rising sophomore 
at Yale and graduated first in his class at Blind Brook 
High School.

“I spoke with hundreds of Jewish student lead-
ers and asked a straightforward question, ‘How can 
AJC best support you?’ The answer given by the over-
whelming majority was simple – empowerment,” 
said Jeffrey Greenberg, AJC Assistant Director of 
Campus Affairs. “Through the creation of this new 
leadership team, AJC will dedicate significant re-
sources to empower students to authentically advo-
cate for themselves and the Jewish people.”

The Campus Global Board is composed of 20 
undergraduate and graduate Jewish student leaders 
from the U.S., Canada, Israel, the Netherlands and 
South Africa.

Board members currently study at:
American University, Amherst College, Colgate 

University, Columbia University, Cornell University, 
Dickinson College, McGill University, New York Uni-
versity, University of Notre Dame, Princeton Univer-
sity, Queen’s University (Canada), Rice University, 
South African College of Applied Psychology, Tel Aviv 
University, University of Amsterdam, University of 

Michigan, University of Penn-
sylvania, University of Southern 
California, University of Tennes-
see, and Yale University.

The term for the first AJC 
Campus Global Board began this 
summer and will conclude at the 
end of the 2022-2023 academic 
year.

“This board provides col-
lege students with agency and re-
sources to shape our futures and 
be active members of our Jewish 
communities,” said Emma Daitz, 
Campus Board president and a 
student at Amherst College. “I 

am excited to combine AJC’s global and nuanced ap-
proach to fighting antisemitism and anti-Israel bias, 
among other things, with the passion, determina-
tion, and creativity of my fellow board members. Ul-
timately, we feel empowered when we have a voice, 
and I am grateful to AJC for giving us this opportu-
nity.”

Members embody the diverse make up of Jew-
ish students in America and around the globe. They 
will gain real-world experience and learn from lead-
ing experts in domestic and international affairs.

Creation of the Campus Global Board is the lat-
est AJC effort to engage Jewish students who face 
many challenges on campus.

By facilitating lasting coalitions, practicing ef-
fective advocacy and messaging, and crafting mean-
ingful educational experiences, AJC’s Alexander 
Young Leadership Department is working to build 
a more secure, open, and positive campus environ-
ment.

The AJC Campus Global Board complements 
the agency’s successful Goldman Fellowship, Lead-
ers for Tomorrow, and the Campus Track at AJC’s 
annual Global Forum.

Abe Baker-Butler

Area Teachers Attend HHREC Summer Educator’s Tour of 
Holocaust Memorials

Social studies and English teach-
ers from Westchester County joined 
with others from across the U.S. for the 
Holocaust & Human Rights Education 
Center (HHREC) Educators’ Study Tour 
of Holocaust museums and historic 
sites in Germany and Poland this sum-
mer.

Co-Director of Education Steve 
Goldberg and professional tour guide 
Gerrit Book led a two-week series of 
educational seminars designed to offer 
insight into the history of the Jewish 
Community in Germany and Poland, 
trace the origins of the Holocaust, and 
tour monuments and memorial sites. The tour included stops at the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe in 
Berlin, the Brandenburg Gate, Auschwitz-Birkenau, the former Warsaw Ghetto, and Sachsenhausen, a former con-
centration camp in Oranienburg, Germany.

 Teachers who participated in this educational tour of historic sites earned 90 CTLE hours for completing the 
program, and those from the Lower Hudson Valley received a $2,100 honorarium.

“Our sponsorship of this educational mission enables our teachers to enhance their understanding of this dark 
period in human history by literally ‘walking the walk’ where the Holocaust was conceived and implemented.” said 
Steve Goldberg, HHREC Co-Director of Education. “They also can see how the perpetrators have memorialized their 
victims through unique monuments. This life-changing experience will impact their teaching in the years to come.” 

For more information about HHREC and the education programs they offer, visit the  hhrecny.org.  
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bassador Asaf Zamir said, “This historic bill 
to further Holocaust education will cast light 
where there is now darkness, empathy where 
there is terrifying ignorance. Knowledge of the 
largest scale operation of persecution and geno-
cide is waning, and hate has risen unchecked 
for too long. Protecting our history is important 
to the survival of not only every group targeted 
by genocidal fascism, but to sustaining the 
health of democracy itself. We thank Senator 
Anna Kaplan, Assemblywoman Nily Rozic and 
Governor Kathy Hochul for advocating to not 
only survey the state of Holocaust education in 
schools, but to facilitate its continued improve-
ment and address its worrying decline amongst 
today’s youth.”  

Museum of Jewish Heritage Chairman of 
the Board of Trustees Bruce Ratner said, “We 
thank our Governor and the state Legislature 
for today’s action. Sadly, studies have shown 
that far too many youth and young adults in our 
state — and across our nation — are unaware 
of the Holocaust, have never visited a Holocaust 
Museum, or spoken with a Holocaust survivor. 
We must do all in our power to ensure that the 
Holocaust never fades from our memory. Teach-
ing and learning about the Holocaust not only 
commemorates the victims but helps to create a 
forum for examining the history and evolution 
of antisemitism at a time where we continue to 
witness xenophobia, unfolding genocides, the 
ongoing refugee crisis, and threats to democrat-

ic values. As an institution committed to always 
remembering the Holocaust, education holds 
the key to individual and collective responsibil-
ity to create a better, safer society.”  

CEO of UJA-Federation of New York Eric 
S. Goldstein said, “It has never been more im-
portant for students in New York to learn about 
the atrocities of the Holocaust. This legislation 
authorizes the State Education Department to 
conduct a survey identifying which schools are 
teaching this required subject matter and is a 
crucial step in ensuring that the critical les-
sons of the Holocaust are transmitted across 
our community. UJA-Federation of New York 
thanks Governor Hochul for signing this sig-
nificant legislation into law, and for the tireless 
efforts of Senator Kaplan and Assemblywoman 
Rozic to make sure this bill passed the Legis-
lature.”  

  ADL NY/NJ Regional Director Scott Rich-
man said, “The need to evaluate how Holocaust 
education is implemented in our schools could 
not be more urgent with antisemitism and all 
forms of hate on the rise. ADL documented a 
total of 416 antisemitic incidents last year in 
New York State as detailed in ADL’s annual Au-
dit of Antisemitic Incidents. That is an incred-
ible 24% increase over the year before. Thanks 
to this important legislation signed today by 
Governor Hochul, New York can review how it 
addresses this hate in our state through the im-
portant tool of Holocaust education.” 

Governor Hochul Signs Legislation to Honor and Support Holocaust 
Survivors in Educational, Cultural and Financial Institutions
continued from page 1

StandWithUs Alerts University 
Leaders to 5 Key Issues Facing 
Jewish Students on Campus

On August 4nd, StandWithUs launched 
its second national letter campaign to nearly 
3,000 university leaders, highlighting 5 key 
issues of concern to Jewish students. The let-
ter stressed the importance of fighting bias 
and discrimination against Jewish students as 
part of broader Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(DEI) and social justice efforts on campus. 

As the letter states, “If your administra-
tion and DEI offices prioritize social justice 
issues, then combating antisemitism on cam-
pus should be a major focus. While Jews in the 
United States comprise only 2.4 percent of the 
population as of 2020, the Jewish community 
is the greatest target of religiously-motivated 
hate crimes—a staggering 55 percent of all 
such hate crimes, according to the latest FBI 
data.” 

The letter is prompted by StandWithUs 
noting a rise in reports of antisemitic indoc-
trination and requests for legal help from 
students facing antisemitic harassment and 
discrimination on campus, both in and out of 
the classroom. As always, StandWithUs’ let-
ter makes clear that it is ready and available 
to work with administrators to build partner-
ships and collaboratively address these chal-
lenges.

There are five issues facing Jewish stu-
dents that are addressed in the letter, along 
with guidelines to identify and address these 
problems. They are: (1) faculty and staff hin-
dering students’ educational opportunities 
because of antisemitic and/or anti-Israel bias; 
(2) faculty exploiting the classroom to indoc-
trinate students with anti-Israel or antisemitic 
bias in violation of principles of academic free-
dom; (3) faculty using biased curricula and ma-
terials that are not relevant to a course’s sub-
ject matter in violation of academic freedom 
principles; (4) academic departments and stu-
dent governments misusing official university 
social media accounts, listservs, and branding 
to promote antisemitism or anti-Israel bias; 
and (5) the duty of administrations to protect 
Jewish students’ rights from a pervasively hos-
tile campus climate under Title VI of the Civil 
Rights Act. 

StandWithUs’s letter provides remedies 
and offers to work collaboratively with ad-
ministrations should incidents occur. In par-
ticular, StandWithUs suggests that administra-
tion be on the alert for student allegations of 
discriminatory practice and if such incidents 
occur, StandWithUs requests that adminis-
trations take swift remedial action to protect 
students’ academic rights, hold the offending 
party accountable, and ensure an educational 
environment free from antisemitic discrimina-
tion. StandWithUs also urges administrations 
to educate students about their right to protec-
tion from biased instruction and how to avail 
themselves of remedies should bias occur.

Alums for Campus Fairness (ACF) is 
equally concerned about the five issues fac-
ing Jewish students that are addressed in the 
letter and supports the guidelines shared to 
identify and address these problems. StandWi-
thUs thanks ACF for joining the national letter 
campaign and invites other concerned organi-
zations to reach out and get involved with the 
campaign as well.

“University administrators must recog-
nize that words and ideas can have terrible 
consequences. As a daughter of Holocaust sur-
vivors, I know firsthand the dangers that can 
arise when critical thought deteriorates, mi-
nority groups are marginalized, and bias and 
hate are normalized on campus. If university 
leaders are serious about using DEI and social 
justice efforts to foster an inclusive campus 
culture, there is an obligation to include anti-
semitism,” said Roz Rothstein, CEO of Stand-
WithUs.

StandWithUs (SWU) is an international, 
non-profit and non-partisan Israel education 
organization that works to inspire and educate 
people of all ages about Israel, as well as chal-
lenge misinformation and fight against anti-
semitism.

Through university fellowships, high 
school internships, middle school curricula, 
conferences, materials, social media, educa-
tional films and missions to Israel, StandWi-
thUs supports people around the world who 
want to educate their schools and communities 
about Israel.

Founded in 2001 and headquartered in 
Los Angeles, the organization has chapters and 
programs on 7 continents, including the U.S., 
Israel, UK, Canada, South Africa, Brazil and 
Australia. 

For the last eleven years, SWU has con-
sistently received the highest possible ratings 
from Charity Navigator (4 stars) and Guidestar 
(Platinum). www.standwithus.com 

Roz Rothstein
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Reboot Your High Holidays With 10Q
Reboot is an arts and culture non-profit that 

reimagines and reinforces Jewish thought and tra-
ditions. As a premier R&D platform for the Jewish 
world, they catalyze their Rebooter Network of pre-
eminent creators, artists, entrepreneurs and activ-
ists to produce experiences and products that evolve 
the Jewish conversation and transform society.

All Reboot projects imagine Jewish ritual and 
tradition afresh, offering an inviting mix of discov-
ery, experience and reflection through events, exhi-
bitions, recordings, books, films, DIY activity toolkits 
and apps. These projects have engaged over a million 
participants and continue to inspire Jewish connec-
tions and meaning by encouraging participants to 
become creators in their Jewish experience.

Their year-round activities are bookended by 
two annual tentpole events—the Reboot Summit, 
a closed gathering that convenes a diverse group of 
prominent Jewish change agents in an intellectually-
provocative environment that inspires them to dis-
cover new ways to engage with their Judaism; and 
the Jewish Ideas Festival, a two-day conference of the 
world’s top Jewish thinkers, makers and artists pre-
senting big new ideas in the space of Jewish arts and 
culture for the world to see.

For the High Holidays, Reboot has a project 
that can be done individually or with a congregation. 
Called 10Q, each day, from September 25th, Erev 
Rosh Hashanah, a 10Q question will land in your in-
box along with a link. When you click on the link, you 
will be taken to a private and personal space where 
you can answer the question. Your answer will be 
stored. The next day, you will receive another ques-
tion and a link.

The process will continue for 10 days.
At the end of the 10 days, you have a week or so 

post Yom Kippur, to reflect on your answers. With 
each question you will decide whether you are happy 
to share your answers with the 10Q editorial staff and 
the wider audience, either anonymously or attributed.

You will then be invited to hit the magic button 
and send your answers to a locked online vault.

Next year, before Rosh Hashanah, your answers 
will magically appear in your inbox, full of revelations

10Q was inspired by the traditional ten days 
of reflection that occur between the Jewish holi-
days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, a period 
of time that’s long been considered an opportunity 

to look at where you’re at, where you’ve come from, 
and where you’re heading. Whether you’re Jewish 
or not, though, 10Q is a great way for anyone to look 
back at the year that’s past, look ahead at the year to 
come, and take stock. That’s a beautiful thing in any 
language.

More than 750 unique organizations and com-
munities have used 10Q as a platform to engage in 
meaningful Jewish reflection over the past 10 years. 
Through communal conversations, art installations 
and digital engagement, 10Q helps communities con-
nect with the Jewish themes of reflection that are so 
pertinent over the High Holidays.

Reboot offers new resources for Community 
Partners to engage with and experience 10Q in real-
time. As with all of Reboot’s programs, 10Q utilizes a 
DIY approach by providing tools and resources that 
empower Community Partners to create and facili-
tate programs that are authentic to their community 
and meet their individual needs.

Here’s what other partners around the country 
had to say about 10Q:

“Students report that they see the Holidays as 
more personally meaningful, rather than just an ob-
ligation. They also say that they feel more ownership 
over their practice and engagement with the holi-
days.” - Hillel Program Director

“I appreciate the way in which you all have 
opened up this content to apply it in a variety of ways. 
For a large congregation... I think what I was able to 
do created a powerful opportunity to meaningfully 
engage Jewish communal life for the folks that par-
ticipated.” - Congregational Rabbi

As a 10Q partner, your community will be able 
to engage with the program and receive the following 
resources:

Reinvigorate the High Holidays for your com-
munity with the 10QDIY Toolkit and digital resource 
folder that they send once you have registered.

Plan an event for your community using the 
framework of 10Q and spark a conversation on re-
flection, repentance and mindfulness;

Print and share 10Q playing cards and reflec-
tion journals;

Marketing and outreach materials to help pro-
mote your program.

To become a Partner or for more information, 
visit rebooting.com

This Sukkot: Jewish Climate Action and You
Wondering what more you can do on cli-

mate? Want to help a friend who is worried about 
the climate but isn’t not sure what they can do? 
Looking for a spiritual connection to action with-
in the Jewish tradition?

First, there is reason for hope: Relentless 
advocacy by citizens led to the recent passage of 
the nation’s most significant federal climate legis-
lation, the Inflation Reduction Act and in August 
California committed to end the sale of gas-fueled 
cars by 2035. In New York State, several grassroots 
groups are building momentum to strengthen the 
state’s landmark Climate Leadership and Commu-
nity Protection Act and to pass new state laws that 
will move us toward a clean energy future.

JCAN NYC is hosting This Sukkot: Jewish 
Climate Action and You, from 11:00 AM - 1:00 PM, 
at the Marlene Meyerson JCC Manhattan, 334 
Amsterdam Avenue, NYC, to celebrate the rela-
tionship between Judaism and climate action. 

This is a special event, for people of all ages, to 
learn what the Jewish tradition has to say about 
protecting the planet, something the sages have 
much to say about. Listen to young people speak 
about their climate journey. Connect with others 
who share concern. Bring your children and par-
ticipate in family-friendly activities. Check out 
information tables on: How to green your home, 
synagogue, and other spaces; Advocacy in action 
– get to know JCAN campaigns; Youth climate ac-
tion and advocacy; Talmud study on the tractate 
of Sukkah, led by a Columbia University climate 
scientist; An introduction to JTree tree planting 
work; Money and climate: how personal and in-
stitutional investments can make a difference; 
NYC residential composting; Hands-on activ-
ity for children - planting seeds and caring for a 
growing plant.

For more information write info@jcan-nyc.
org or call the JCC at 646-505-4444.

HHREC Annual Fall Benefit
The HHREC community will gather once again for their 

Annual Benefit on Thursday evening October 27th at Westches-
ter Country Club in Rye.

This year they will honor Dennis Mehiel, and Keynote 
Speaker is Bret Stephens, Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist 
and columnist with the New York Times. 

For more information on registration and sponsorship op-
portunities, call 914 696-0738, or email benefit@hhrecny.org. 
HHREC  will follow updated CDC recommendations regarding 
COVID-19 protocols for this event.  

Survivors: Faces of Life After the Holocaust
The Museum of Jewish Heritage – A Living Me-

morial to the Holocaust will present the first major 
museum exhibition in the United States of Martin 
Schoeller’s Survivors: Faces of Life after the Holo-
caust, an exhibition featuring 75 close-up portraits 
of Holocaust survivors. The exhibition opens in the 
newly named Rita Lowenstein 
Gallery on Sunday, September 
18, 2022. 

The portrait series by 
award-winning portrait pho-
tographer Martin Schoeller 
includes 75 photographs that 
capture Holocaust survivors 
in Schoeller’s signature style, 
with intense lighting in extreme 
close-up. His subjects gaze un-
flinchingly at the viewer, re-
vealing their humanity as well 
as their pain, struggle, hope, 
and resilience. Each portrait is 
paired with a biography, as their 
stories come together to create a 
collective history. The exhibition 
also features behind-the-scenes 
video footage documenting the photography shoots 
at Yad Vashem, where the project originated in 2019.

“This project is very close to my heart, born out 
of my experience growing up in Germany, and I’m so 
proud to bring it to New York and the Museum of Jew-
ish Heritage,” said Martin Schoeller. “I hope that the 
series resonates with the survivor community here 
and inspires New Yorkers of all backgrounds to envi-
sion a more tolerant and peaceful future.”

German-born Schoeller is one of the world’s 
most prominent contemporary portrait photogra-
phers. He created the series to combat the rising hate 
and antisemitism across the globe and drew inspira-
tion from the Holocaust education he received in his 
youth. 

“As an institution dedicated to educating visitors 
about the Holocaust, we are preparing for the inevita-
ble future, where we no longer have survivors with us,” 
said Jack Kliger, President and CEO of the Museum of 
Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 
“These portraits capture the humanity of survivors 
and remind us that the atrocities they endured are not 
so far away. They also preserve their memory for gen-
erations to come.” 

“The images captured by Martin Schoeller peer 
into the eyes and souls of these 75 Holocaust survivors. 
Several of these powerful portraits hang in my office 
on the Mount of Remembrance,” remarks Yad Vashem 

Chairman Dani Dayan. “For decades these survivors 
have guided Holocaust remembrance, research and 
education. Now, nearly 78 years later, they not only 
continue to inspire me and all of humanity to remem-
ber, but they also encourage us to act and stand up to 
injustice and hatred wherever it may be found.”

The portraits will be on dis-
play in the Museum’s rotunda on 
the third floor, recently named 
in memory of Rita Lowenstein, 
who survived the Holocaust as a 
hidden child, under a false iden-
tity. 

“It is fitting that the first 
exhibition on display in the Rita 
Lowenstein Gallery is a tribute 
to the humanity and resilience 
of Holocaust survivors,” said 
Wendy Lowenstein Sandler, 
Rita’s daughter. “My mother left 
a legacy of resilience and also a 
commitment to Holocaust edu-
cation. She believed strongly in 
having hope for the future and 
sharing survivors’ stories with 

the next generation, so we never forget.”
Surrounded by the portraits, visitors can con-

sider the personal experience tied to each person who 
survived the Holocaust. Their messages are essential 
and galvanizing towards love and action.

Sara Leicht z”l (1929–2021) told Schoeller, “The 
most important thing we can do is to love. To love 
more and to love everyone. To be kinder, more humble 
and more generous, and to be better people. To love 
our fellow human beings, whoever they are.” 

Eva Lavi (b. 1937) shared her mandate: “We have 
much work to do in order to convince the world that 
the worst thing is baseless hatred. The world should 
stay away from hatred, from antisemitism and Holo-
caust denial, and from all forms of evil.” 

The Museum’s new permanent exhibition, The 
Holocaust: What Hate Can Do, is similarly focused on 
individual stories, bringing together over 750 artifacts 
to tell the history of the Holocaust through personal 
stories, family objects, and more. 

Survivors: Faces of Life After the Holocaust is 
co-organized by Martin Schoeller and Museum of 
Jewish Heritage – A Living Memorial to the Holocaust. 
Originated by Yad Vashem on the occasion of the 75th 
Anniversary Liberation of Auschwitz. Special thanks 
to Kai Diekmann, Chairman of the German Friends of 
Yad Vashem, and Anke Degenhard.

For more details, visit mjhnyc.org/facesoflife.  

Bret Stephens
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SHANAH TOVAH!

While the challenges we face today are daunting, at UJA 
we’re tackling the tough issues. Escalating antisemitism.  
The ongoing war in Ukraine. A growing mental health crisis. 

Every day, we’re getting people the help they need and  
the Jewish connections they crave. Working together with 
our partners as a force for good, so no one stands alone.
 
Shanah Tovah. May the year ahead be bright, filled  
with blessings of good health, happiness, and peace  
for us all.

ujafedny.org

As we welcome the new year, 5783, we’re  
grateful for the opportunity to come together  
with community.
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HIGH HOLIDAY SEASON,  2022 - 5783
Schedule of Services

Presiding: Rabbi Levi Welton            Cantor: Eric Freeman

COMMUNITY NIGHT
Sat., Sept. 17, 9:30pm – Refreshments, 10pm - High Holidays Class with LPJC Torah Scholar Yosef 
Fernando
10:30pm – Selichot Services with Rabbi Welton presiding and Music Ensemble with Cantor Eric Free-
man Conducting with Guitar Accompaniment by Josh Alpert

ROSH HASHANAH
Sun., Sept. 25 (Erev Rosh Hashanah) – Candle lighting 6:30pm, Mincha 6:30pm
Mon., Sept. 26 (First Day) – Shacharit 8:30am, Taschlich after services, Mincha immediately follow-
ing Taschlich; Second Night – Candle lighting (AFTER) 7:27pm
Tues., Sept. 27 (Second Day) – Shacharit 8:30am, Mincha immediately following Kiddush, Holiday 
ends at 7:26pm on Tues., Sept. 27

FAST OF GEDALIAH
Wed., Sept. 28 – Fast Begins at 5:28am
Wed., Sept. 28 – Fast Ends at 7:24pm

SHABBAT SHUVA
Fri., Sept. 30 – Candle lighting 6:21pm, Mincha 6:30pm
Sat., Oct. 1 – Shacharit 9:30am, Shabbat ends 7:18pm

YOM KIPPUR
Tues., Oct. 4 (Erev Yom Kippur) – Mincha 6:15pm, Candle lighting, Fast begins 6:15pm, Kol Nidre 6:15pm
Wed., Oct. 5 – Shacharit 8:30am, Mincha 5pm, Nihila 6:10pm, Fast ends 7:12pm

SUKKOT
Sun., Oct. 9 (Erev Sukkot) – Candle lighting 6:07pm, Mincha 6:00pm
Mon., Oct. 10 (First Day) – Shacharit 9:30am, Mincha 1:15pm or later
Mon., Oct. 10 (First Night) – Candle lighting (AFTER) 7:04pm
Tues., Oct. 11 (Second Day) – Shacharit 9:30am, Mincha 1:15pm or later, Holiday ends 7:02pm
Hol Hamoed begins Tues., Oct. 11 after 7:02pm

SHABBAT SUKKOT
Fri., Oct. 14 – Candle lighting 5:59pm, Mincha 6:00pm
Sat., Oct. 15 (Shabbat) – Shacharit 9:30am, Mincha 1:15pm or later, Shabbat ends 6:56pm

SUCCOT PARTY- SUNDAY, OCT. 16, 1PM, DETAILS TO FOLLOW

HOSHANA RABAH
Sun., Oct. 16 – Shacharit 9:30am

SHEMINI ATZERET & SIMCHAT TORAH
Sun., Oct. 16 (Erev Shemini Atzeret) – Candle lighting 5:56pm, Mincha 6:00pm
Mon., Oct. 17 (Shemini Atzeret) – Shacharit with YIZKOR 9:30am, Mincha 1:15pm or later
Mon., Oct. 17 (Simchat Torah Eve) – Candle lighting (AFTER) 6:53pm
Tues., Oct. 18 (Simchat Torah) – Shacharit with Hakafot 9am, Mincha 1:15pm or later
Tues., Oct. 18 – Simchat Torah concludes 6:52pm

NOTE: All candle-lighting times listed are for congregants living in the 10704 zip code. All other congregants are advised to check 
their local Jewish calendar for the exact candle-lighting time of their area, check online at https://www.aish.com/sh/c/Shabbat-
Candle-Lighting-Times.html, or contact Rabbi Levi Welton via email: RABBIWELTON@gmail.com

Selichot
at the

Lincoln Park Jewish Center
311 Central Park Avenue  –  Yonkers, NY 10704  –  914-965-7119

Lincoln Park Jewish Center is a Vibrant and Welcoming Modern Orthodox 
Synagogue serving primarily the Jewish communities of Westchester and Riverdale.

RABBI LEVI WELTON CANTOR ERIC FREEMAN R’ JOSH “MR. SHABBOS” ALPERT

For tickets, call 561-556-0006 or visit levisjcc.org/sandler

is the Levis JCC in Boca Raton!

Join us for a robust season of  
exciting and engaging programs: 

Literature • Professional Theater • Concerts • Comedy 
Film • Art • Pottery • Adult University Lectures

Plus Israel 75, a special collection of programming  
celebrating the 75th Anniversary of the  

birth of the State of Israel.

Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center • Phyllis & Harvey Sandler Center

Your South Florida  
Home for Arts,  

Culture & Learning

Adolph & Rose Levis Jewish Community Center • Phyllis & Harvey Sandler Center 
21050 95th Avenue S., Boca Raton, FL 33428

Steve Marcus: Top Dog of Kosher Pop Art
At the Eldridge Street Museum, dive into the 

cartoon world of kosher folk art through a series of 
new works inspired by one of the many great Jewish 
contributions to American culture: the hot dog! Lo-
cal New York City and Lower East Side artist Steve 
Marcus explores Jewish life and immigrant culture 
through works on paper and a wooden sculpture. He 
also displays a curated selection from his personal 
collection of New York City hot dog memorabilia, 
such as a limited edition Hot Wheels Oscar Mayer 
Wienermobile toy, and a Hebrew National Kosher Classics album with Jewish music from the 1940s-1970s.

“When I do the work, I like to be able to represent my roots and culture. At the same time, I try to make it ac-
cessible and funny. A lot of times Jewish art is so heavy, and it should be fun.” noted the artist.

Marcus has received honors and awards from the American Society of Illustrators and has several works in 
the permanent collection at institutions such as the Oakland Museum of California, the Jewish Museum of Flor-
ida and the Harvard Library. He has collaborated with people including Allen Ginsberg, Ken Kesey and Timothy 
Leary. Additionally, his illustrations have been seen in High Times Magazine, The New York Times, MTV, Nickel-
odeon, and more. 

Catch the exhibition before it closes on November 6, 2022. The Eldridge Street Museum is located at 12 El-
dridge Street, NYC. Call 212-219-0888 for more information.
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American Jewish Committee Issues Call to Action for 
Government, Other Institutions to Respond to and 
Prevent Antisemitism

On September 6, American Jewish Commit-
tee (AJC) released a comprehensive Call to Action 
for America to help key sectors of society better 
understand antisemitism, so they can better re-
spond to and prevent anti-Jewish hate in their 
communities.

AJC, the leading global Jewish advocacy or-
ganization, released A Call to Action Against Anti-
semitism: A Society-Wide Nonpartisan Guide for 
America, at a time when antisemitic incidents and 
the level of anti-Jewish rhetoric have dramatically 
increased in the U.S.

“If we fail to protect the Jewish population, 
we are failing to protect our democracy as well,” 
said Holly Huffnagle, AJC U.S. Director for Com-
bating Antisemitism. “American values are threat-
ened if anti-Jewish prejudice is left unchecked. 
This Call to Action serves as a roadmap for how we 
can meaningfully respond. Because what starts 
with Jews rarely ends with them, it is incumbent 
on all Americans to proactively seek out and em-
ploy best practices to address antisemitism. The 
time to act is now.”

The latest AJC State of Antisemitism in 
America report found 90% of respondents believe 
antisemitism was a problem in the U.S. and that 
four in 10 American Jews changed their behavior, 
such as not wearing a Star of David or yarmulke in 
public out of fear of antisemitism.

In addition, the latest FBI figures on hate 
crimes found Jews were victims of 55% of reli-
giously motivated hate crimes even though they 
are just 2% of the U.S. population.

The trend of resurgent anti-Jewish hate in 
America follows the reanimation of antisemitism in 
Europe two decades ago. In response to a resurgence 
of antisemitism on the Continent, AJC launched 
a similar initiative in Europe in 2015 and hosted a 
groundbreaking summit after a spate of violent and 
fatal attacks that specifically targeted Jews.

Often called the world’s oldest hatred, an-
tisemitism today takes on many forms. For ex-

ample, it can originate from far-right groups such 
as neo-Nazis and white supremacists, along with 
far-left factions that seek the destruction of Israel 
as a Jewish state.

The Call to Action aims to mobilize American 
leadership to at once understand, respond to, and 
prevent antisemitism. It is aimed at these sectors:

The Public Sector: Federal, state, and local 
government; Congress; Law enforcement. Media: 
Digital, broadcast and print media; Social media 
companies. Private Sector and Civil Society: Cor-
porations and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
(DEI) personnel; Coalition partners. Educational 
Institutions: Secondary schools; Universities and 
colleges.

The Call to Action outlines the challenges 
each sector faces in responding to antisemitism 
and offers best practices and steps that should be 
taken, such as the removal of antisemitic content 
on social media platforms or the need for law en-
forcement to accurately record and report hate 
crimes.

Holly Huffnagle

The Bronfman Fellowship Looking for Intellectually Curious High School Students
The Bronfman Fellowship has announced that 

applications are now being accepted for the 37th 
cohort of this transformative program.  The Fellow-
ship selects twenty-six outstanding North Ameri-
can teenagers for a free, intellectually challenging 
year of programming, beginning with an immersive 
seminar that includes travel to Israel between the 
Fellows’ junior and senior years of high school, fol-
lowed by monthly virtual experiences and two semi-
nars in the U.S. The program educates and inspires 
exceptional young Jews from diverse backgrounds 
to have a significant impact on the world as com-
munity builders, deep thinkers, moral voices, and 
cultural creators. The nonprofit Fellowship was 
founded by Edgar M. Bronfman, z”l, formerly CEO 
of the Seagram Company Ltd. and a visionary Jewish 
philanthropist. 

Applications for the 2023 Fellowship are due 
December 5, 2022, and are available online at bron-
fman.org.  High school students in the United States 
and Canada who self-identify as Jewish and who will 
be in the 11th grade in the fall of 2022 are eligible to 

apply. The Fellowship is a pluralistic program for 
Jews of all backgrounds; prior Jewish education is 
not required. 

For 37 years, Bronfman Fellows have built a 
pluralistic community through a transformative, 
intellectual and deeply personal journey in which 
they have the opportunity to see the world through 
a lens broader than their own. Fellows expand their 
perspectives as they build community with those 
representing different backgrounds, worldviews, 
and approaches to Jewish life and practice. Inspired 
by a stellar faculty of Rabbis and educators, Fellows 
explore a wide range of Jewish texts, from classic 
religious works to contemporary poetry and phi-
losophy, using these sources to spark conversations, 
engage with stimulating existential questions, and 
achieve a deeper understanding of themselves and 
one another. 

In addition to learning with stellar educators, 
Fellows also have the unique opportunity to engage 
with leading intellectuals, artists, and religious and 
cultural leaders. Past speakers have included jour-

nalist Matti Friedman; author Nicole Krauss; musi-
cian and Yiddish scholar Anthony Russell; and To-
rah scholar Dr. Avivah Zornberg.

Fellows also interact with a group of Israeli 
peers who were chosen through a parallel selec-
tion process by the Israeli branch of the Fellowship, 
Amitei Bronfman. Additionally, they have the oppor-
tunity to participate in the Fellowship’s arts tracks: 
workshops in areas including poetry, dance, drama, 
visual narrative, and music, taught by leading in-
novators in the field of Jewish art.  Upon returning 
home from the summer in Israel, Fellows explore 
major themes in North American Jewish life and 
embark on projects to bridge the ideas and ques-
tions from their Bronfman summer with their daily 
lives and home communities.

“My father, Edgar M. Bronfman, placed enor-
mous faith in young people’s ability to see the world 
not just as it is, but as it ought to be,” said Adam R. 
Bronfman, President of The Samuel Bronfman 
Foundation. “He believed that young people en-
ergized by their Judaism were best equipped to 

both shape a Jewish ‘Renaissance’ and improve the 
world.”

“The Fellowship is an opportunity for dynamic 
personal and intellectual growth in a group of careful-
ly chosen peers,” said Becky Voorwinde, Executive Di-
rector.  “We seek to increase communication between 
young people across the Jewish spectrum including 
fostering bonds between Jews in North America and 
Israel.  This program serves as a creative force that has 
inspired some of our best Jewish young adults to be-
come leaders in their communities.”

Alumni of The Bronfman Fellowship are lead-
ers in their community, playing key roles in fields 
such as social justice, academia, law, and the arts.  
There are now nearly 1,400 Bronfman Fellowship 
alumni across North America and Israel. Among 
them are 8 Rhodes Scholars, 4 former Supreme 
Court clerks, 20 Fulbright Scholars, 36 Wexner Fel-
lows and 29 Dorot Fellows.

For more information about The Bronfman 
Fellowship, including how to apply, visit www.bron-
fman.org.

New Products for Rosh Hashanah
Rosh Hashanah– the Jewish New Year– and 

Yom Kippur are both around the corner, beginning 
on September 25th, but warm, sweet meals and 
memories last a lifetime.   Rosh Hashanah means 
festive family holiday meals, with certain symbol-
ic foods eaten to express wishes and prayers for a 
good year. One such tradition is dipping apples in 
honey and honey on challah for sweetness, while 
other traditional recipes and new recipes include 
brisket and other new scrumptious creations like 
short ribs and salmon.

New to the Rosh Hashana table is the Heav-
en & Earth Date Syrup in a 12-ounce bottle and 
Heaven & Earth Granulated Date ‘Sugar’ also at 12 
ounces.   Both the syrup and the ‘sugar’ are made 
with only one ingredient – 100% dates.  A low gly-
cemic, better-for-you sweetener, dates make for 
a perfect replacement for sugar, honey, maple 
syrup, and molasses. The Heaven and Earth Syrup 
and Granulated ‘Sugar’ varieties are ideal ingre-
dients for baking, cooking, and adding to your 
morning coffee or tea. Available in both syrup and 
granulated “sugar” varieties, they are certified 
vegan and gluten-free.

Also, a featured product at the table is the 
delicious Manischewitz Apple Butter.  Combin-
ing the traditions of apple and the sweetness of 
honey butter, this item is perfect for your Challah, 
in recipes, and as an alternative to dipping apples. 
For ‘7 Sweet Ways to Use Apple Butter This Rosh 
Hashanah,’ visit this link: https://www.kosher.
com/lifestyle/7-sweet-ways-to-use-apple-butter-
this-rosh-hashanah-2084.

As for ‘must-have’ products to celebrate the 
New Year, the most popular staples include Gefen 
1lb Honey Bear and Gefen 2lb Honey Bear  along 
with the Manischewitz Honey Bear .  No Rosh Ha-
shanah celebration could pass the test without 
traditional honey. This year, discover ‘The Top 
Ten Uses for Honey’ at https://www.kosher.com/
lifestyle/top-10-uses-for-honey-this-rosh-hasha-
nah-2090. 

Brisket and other recipes never tasted so 
good made with Tuscanini Sweet White and Red 
Cooking Wine. Tuscanini offers authentic made-

in-Italy foods with the highest quality ingredients 
for a real taste of Italy, enjoyed in the comfort of 
your own home. These delicious, imported cook-
ing wines from Italy offer sweet solutions to tra-
ditional favorites. Check out some new delicious 
red wine recipes here:  https://www.kosher.com/
recipe/red-wine-braised-short-ribs-with-baby-
potatoes-15361, some new scrumptious options 
using the white wine here: https://www.kosher.
com/recipe/creamy-truffle-and-salmon-gnoc-
chi-15283. 

Last, but certainly not least, Gefen has creat-
ed a Homestyle Apple Cake so sweet and delicious 
you may claim it as your own homemade recipe. 
Available in 15.89 oz packages.

This Jewish New Year, be sure to visit Kosher.
com, the premier site for Kosher and authentic 
Jewish cooking and conversation, the number-
one destination for all things regarding Jewish 
and Kosher food. The site features top-quality ko-
sher recipes by award-winning chefs, interesting 
articles and helpful cooking tips, addictively deli-
cious and entertaining cooking videos, and every-
thing necessary to make unforgettable meals. New 
cooking shows and content are updated regularly 
to coincide with holidays like Rosh Hashanah.
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הָׁ ָ שָנ

Wishing you and your family
a sweet New Year filled with love,
peace, happiness, and good health.
On behalf of your friends at AJC Westchester/Fairfield.

WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD 
OFFICERS 2022-23

Mona Abramson 
PRESIDENT

Stephne Behrend
IMMEDIATE VICE PRESIDENT

Wendy Lubkin
1ST VICE PRESIDENT

Barry Lovell
VICE PRESIDENT

Joel Negrin
VICE PRESIDENT

Lisa Roberts
VICE PRESIDENT

Jane Wolansky
VICE PRESIDENT

Mark Alcott
TREASURER

Sheryl Sachs
SECRETARY

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Monica Aboodi
Marc Berman
Judie Lifton Bobman
George Bruckman
Susan Frieden
Nancy Fried-Tanzer
Ken Gerstein
Ellen Jancko-Baken
Evelyne Klein
Elisabeth Schonfeld
Susan Rose
Larry Rutkovsky
Jerry Silber
Ira Starr
Susan Stern
Susan Schwartz

HONORARY COUNCIL 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Richard W. Cohen
Stuart Ginsberg
Tom Gottlieb
Candy Gould
Marvin Israelow
Judy Rieger
Elliott Rose
Beverly Rosenbaum
Tamar Sadeh
Harriet P. Schleifer

L’shanah Tovah U’metukah!

American Jewish Committee (AJC) is the leading
global Jewish advocacy organization.

A Cantor’s Call to Temple Shaaray Tefila
Cantor Ines Kaptustiansky knew from age 13 that 

she was called to serve Jewish communities through 
music.  The question was how and where.

Born in Buenos Aires, the capital of Argentina, into 
a devout musical family.  Her parents met while singing 
in two different choirs.  Her grandmother would sing 
melodies to her from birth; before Cantor Ines could 
speak, she could complete the melodies in response.

At age 13, at her Bat Mitzvah, she had a profound 
connection with her Jewish faith well beyond a typical 
coming-of-age religious service and party.  Two years 
later her family took a trip to Israel where Cantor Ines’s 
life was changed forever.  At the Western Wall, there was 
special energy calling her, so strong that she began sing-
ing.  At that moment, she realized her life needed to be 
dedicated to Judaism and music.

In the Jewish faith, Cantors are formally trained 
vocalists and ordained clergy whose role is to lead their 
congregation in song and prayer and officiate major 
life cycle events.  They also teach music to children and 
adults.  However, a female Cantor is still not typical 
around the world, as Cantor Ines soon found out.   

She studied at the only Cantorial school that 
would allow women in Latin America: Latin American 
Rabbinical Seminary.  From age 18 to 24, Cantor Ines 
studied and was ordained as only the second woman to 
graduate as a Cantor in Argentina in 2009.  From there 
Ines wanted to follow the traditional path most Rabbis 
and Cantors take by living in Israel for a couple of years 
after being ordained to refine her Hebrew and Jewish 
culture.  However, Ines was not able to find any institu-
tion that would accept a female Cantor. 

Not to be deterred, Cantor Ines wrote to Raymond 
Goldstein, executive director of the Jerusalem Academy 
of Music at the time.  His organization was the epicenter 
for Opera and Jewish Musical Art.  While it was still risky 
to work with Cantor Ines, Mr. Goldstein agreed to train 
her for six months.

After returning to Argentina, Cantor Ines became 
an educational director at a Jewish Religious school 
since she was still unable to find a Cantor position in 
her home country, where the field is still dominated by 
men.  At the school, she refined her music curriculum 
for B’nai Mitzvah preparation.  Her work also included 
counseling which led her to pursue a second degree in 
marriage and family counseling.  “I see everyone as indi-
viduals and members of a community.  Helping connect 
people through music is my calling.”  Cantor Ines devel-
oped programs for adults, special needs children, and 
people from all walks of life looking to grow spiritually 
through Judaism.  

Cantor Ines learned about the Jewish Reform 
movement on YouTube, and a new world opened.  She 
started to explore opportunities in the U.S.   Her first 

break was as a guest Cantor for the High Holy Days at 
Sherith Israel Temple in San Francisco, CA with the Se-
nior Rabbi Larry Raphael Z” L.  For three years she cel-
ebrated with them every Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur.  After that, she was the guest Cantor in Long Island, 
NY at the Jewish Center in Port Washington with Senior 
Rabbi Alysa Mendelson Graf.

As the global pandemic eased, new Cantor posi-
tions opened across the U.S.  The leadership at Temple 
Shaaray Tefila believed it was time to hire a full-time 
Cantor for the Temple.  A first since it was formed in 
1976.  “Having a Cantor will be transformative for Tem-
ple Shaaray Tefila.  A Cantor uses music to expand your 
soul and intellect.  They are ordained like the Rabbi and 
often have deep experience in psychology as well as Jew-
ish musical heritage,” explains Rabbi David Wilfond, of 
Temple Shaaray Tefila.  

Cantor Ines spoke with dozens of Temples and 
knew immediately that Temple Shaaray Tefila was the 
perfect new home.  “Rabbi Wilfond and the entire inter-
view committee were so inviting.  I knew immediately 
this was a very supportive community,” recalls Cantor 
Ines.  While she had offers from more than 10 different 
Temples, she never considered anywhere else. 

“We could feel Cantor Ines’s deep religious calling 
and vast talent from the moment we met her.  She is a 
complete gift to everyone in our community,” Sharon 
Feldman, President of Temple Shaaray Tefila notes.

Cantor Ines is thrilled to be the first Cantor ever 
at Temple Shaaray Tefila.  “Music can join people even 
when we have different ideologies. We are all one and 
music can be the great connector.”

She is currently settling into her new home with 
her husband and puppy and preparing for her first High 
Holy Days on the bima for Shaaray Tefila at Caramoor 
this September and October.  

And as always, one may join Temple Shaaray Tefila 
every Friday evening to hear Cantor Ines, Rabbi Wilfond 
and Rabbi Greenberg celebrate Shabbat.

Temple Shaaray Tefila is a vibrant, inclusive Re-
form congregation where anyone who seeks a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community will feel at home. At their 
core, they are committed to social responsibility and 
making the world a better place through good deeds and 
acts of kindness. Their programs offer a multitude of 
unique and engaging ways to celebrate, learn, pray and 
connect with Jewish traditions and teachings. The syna-
gogue is located at 89 Baldwin Road, Bedford Corners.

Cantor Ines Kaptustiansky



Westchester Jewish Life    •      Sept.-Oct. 2022   •   Elul  5782 - Tishrei 5783    •    Page 11    •     www.westchesterjewishlife.com

Community and Friendship at 
Temple Israel of New Rochelle

Temple Israel of New Rochelle is a com-
munity that adds meaning and purpose to 
modern lives through an inclusive approach 
to Judaism. This congregation lives their 
Jewish values in worship, celebration, life-
long learning and Tikkun Olam—the repair 
of the world.

Members and guests at Temple Israel 
of New Rochelle campus enjoy many Jewish 
experiences: prayers, lifecycle events, adult/
youth education, brother-sisterhood/youth 
groups, community/social action, flexible 
dues model, free tickets to adult and family-
oriented High Holy Days services, and much 
more. Your spiritual needs are served in 
community and friendship, welcoming you 
whole-heartedly: singles, families of many 
compositions, interfaith, LGBT, seniors, and 
people with disabilities. 

Their multi-faceted, inclusive Congre-
gation, Religious School (Chavaya), Nursery/
Pre-K (Kehillah School), and the summer 
Camp Pinebrook program, welcomes all 
through their doors and into their sanctu-
ary, courtyard, gazebo, pool area, and play 
and explorative grounds for adults, teens, 
children, and infants, for worship, events, 
and all activities. Congregants are vibrantly 

active within their community and the com-
munity outside of their walls, where new 
friendships are made easily, and long-lasting 
relationships continue for many years.

You are invited to visit their reform 
synagogue. Ask about membership, worship, 
and event opportunities in person at 1000 
Pinebrook Boulevard, New Rochelle or on-
line at www.tinr.org. 

For membership information contact 
Anita Aronoff, Executive Director at tem-
pleisrael@tinr.org or 914.235.1800 x214.

For the Nursery/Pre-K/Kehillah School 
(ages 6 weeks through Kindergarten Prep; 
www.kehillahschool.org) contact Jen Pen-
nucci, Director, at Kehillah@tinr.org  or 
914.637.3808.

For the Religious School/Chavaya (Kin-
dergarten through High School; www.tinr.
org/ReligiousSchool) contact Rebecca Elkus-
Ferst, Director of Education: Youth & Fami-
lies at Chavaya@tinr.org or 914.235.1800 x 
221.

For Camp Pinebrook (ages 3-10, www.
CampPinebrook.com) contact Allison Horn, 
Director, at allison@camppinebrook.com or 
914.813.8700. 

OU Kosher Rabbis 
Certifying New Plants to 
Make Baby Formula

As supply chain issues con-
tinue to take their toll, the baby 
formula shortage crisis is strain-
ing families’ ability to feed their 
infants. The plight is even more 
dire for Orthodox Jewish families, 
who may only use kosher-certified 
baby formula and whose birth rates 
(three to eight children per family) 
are significantly higher than the 
national average (about two chil-
dren per family). 

OU Kosher is addressing the 
pressing need of the Jewish community and beyond by marshaling its forces to cer-
tify more baby food plants, dedicating three rabbinic coordinators specializing in baby 
formula to find more facilities willing to undergo the organization’s strict certification 
process, which includes careful inspections and oversight of the baby formula-making 
process. Just a few weeks ago, OU Kosher rabbis certified a plant in Singapore and are 
now in the process of certifying two other baby formula plants - one in Spain and an-
other in England.

Rabbi Moshe Elefant, OU Kosher’s COO and executive rabbinic coordinator, is 
leading the organization’s efforts to certify these plants. His team of kosher food spe-
cialists includes 60 rabbinic coordinators who travel the world certifying about 13,000 
food and ingredient plants in 105 countries.
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Be Careful When Signing Nursing Home 
Agreements

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

A client recently told us about a family mem-
ber who was sued by a nursing home seeking to re-
cover money on behalf of a deceased relative who 
had spent some time at that nursing home.  While 
nursing homes suing family members is not a new 
development, many nursing homes have gotten 
way more aggressive recently in their attempts to 
collect monies they feel they are owed.  If someone 
you know is entering a nursing home, you might 
be wondering whether you could be liable for the 
cost of their care. 

Federal law prohibits a nursing home, as a 
condition of admission or continued stay, from 
requiring a family member or friend to guaranty 
payment of the nursing home resident’s financial 
obligations to the nursing home. Unfortunately, 
nursing homes regularly attempt to find creative 
ways to make others responsible, some of these 
efforts are legal and some are not.  One common 
technique is to require a family member or agent 
under a power of attorney who has access to the 
resident’s funds to use those funds to pay for care. 
Even if someone signs this type of agreement, they 
are still not responsible to use their own funds to 
pay for the resident’s care, unless they are consid-
ered a legally responsible relative. For these pur-
poses, that generally means a spouse. 

If you are helping someone who is going into 
a nursing home, it is important that you carefully 
review the admissions agreement and related 
documents before you or someone else signs it. 
Often, this is easier said than done since the nurs-
ing home that you are seeking placement at may 
have limited openings and there could be pressure 
to sign papers right away and worry about it lat-
er.  The nursing home may even tell you that you 
could lose the bed for your relative and that others 
are waiting in line. 

In virtually all cases of nursing homes 
against family members and even friends, the 

family member or friend had blindly signed the 
admissions agreement where instructed in or-
der to get their friend or family member into the 
nursing home.  Unfortunately, they didn’t read the 
fine print which included a provision in which the 
signer promised to pay any monies owed to the 
nursing home, even if the patient’s money ran out, 
even if the signer had no legal responsibility, and 
even if the signer was not a relative. 

Here are some tips in case you are ever asked 
to sign an admissions agreement on behalf of some-
one else as a “responsible party” or otherwise:  

When you are signing a family member or 
friend into a nursing home, read the agreement. 
Cross out anything that says or implies that you are 
accepting personal responsibility for the care costs. 

Review the agreement for arbitration claus-
es. These usually benefit the nursing home (that’s 
why they put them in there).  If you can, delete 
these provisions from the agreement. 

Pay particular attention to paragraphs where 
you are asked to initial or sign separately. Those are 
usually the ones where you are at the greatest risk. 
The nursing home will later say that not only did 
you sign the agreement, but you also initialed the 
provision which made you personally responsible. 

Make sure that you indicate your actual role 
in signing. Do you hold a power of attorney? Sign 
as “attorney-in-fact” (write that after your signa-
ture). And do it on the patient’s signature line, not 
on the “responsible party” line. 

If you’re not sure, don’t sign at all. Tell the in-
take worker that you’ll need to take the agreement 
home to read it.  Ask a lawyer for review it.  The 
best way to avoid a lawsuit is to plan in advance 
and work with a Certified Elder Law Attorney to 
protect your interests. 

While nursing homes can’t force you to sign 
any of these onerous provisions, they do some-
times rely on the anxiety, confusion, and discom-
fort of the moment to get you to sign something 
you don’t have to sign.  Proceed with caution.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner 
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Law-
yer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for 
excellence in Elder Law and has been honored as 
one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008. 
He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame 
by the National Association of Estate Planners & 
Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the Elder 
Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be 
reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s 
website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

AJC’s Call to Action for America: No Hate in Our States

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, AJC WESTCHESTER/FAIRFIELD DIRECTOR

At a time when antisemitism is on the rise, it 
is time to take action. 

As AJC’s groundbreaking 2021 State of Anti-

semitism Report demonstrates, antisemitism is 
surging in the United States, with Jews the target 
of 55% of all religiously motivated hate crimes re-
ported. The latest FBI figures on hate crimes cor-
roborated this surge, even though Jews are just 2% 
of the U.S. population.

Often called the world’s oldest hatred, anti-
semitism takes on many forms. It can originate 
from far-right groups such as neo-Nazis and white 
supremacists, by far-left factions that seek the 
destruction of Israel as a Jewish state, and by re-
ligious extremists. 

That’s why AJC (American Jewish Commit-

tee) issued a nationwide Call to Action for govern-
ment, law enforcement, and other institutions to 
respond to and prevent antisemitism.

AJC released A Call to Action for America: 
A Society-Wide Nonpartisan Guide to Address 
Antisemitism, designed to help key sectors of so-
ciety better understand antisemitism, so they are 
properly equipped to respond to and prevent anti-
Jewish hate in their communities.

The latest AJC State of Antisemitism in 
America report found that 90% of respondents be-
lieve antisemitism is a problem in the U.S. and that 
four in 10 American Jews changed their behavior, 
such as not wearing a Star of David or yarmulke in 
public, at least once in the past 12 months out of 
fear of antisemitism. 

The trend of resurgent anti-Jewish hate in 
America follows the reanimation of antisemitism 
in Europe two decades ago. In response to a resur-
gence of European antisemitism, AJC launched a 
similar initiative in Europe in 2015 and hosted a 
groundbreaking summit after violent attacks that 
specifically targeted Jews.

The Call to Action aims to mobilize American 
leadership to at once understand, respond to, and 
prevent antisemitism. It outlines the challenges 
each sector faces in responding to antisemitism 
and offers best practices and steps that should be 
taken, such as the removal of antisemitic content 
on social media platforms or the need for law en-
forcement to accurately record and report hate 

crimes, and is aimed at these sectors:
- The Public Sector (Federal, state, and local gov-

ernment and law enforcement)
- Media
- Private Sector and Civil Society (Corporations 

and Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) per-
sonnel and coalition partners)

- Educational Institutions (Secondary schools, 
universities, and colleges) 

We must raise awareness about the threat of 
antisemitism here in the United States with decision 
makers and opinion leaders. Antisemitism is not an 
issue for the Jewish community to solve alone. Lev-
els of antisemitism reflect the health of civil society, 
and like all forms of racism, must be addressed by 
society overall, and leaders in particular. 

Any act of racism or hatred against any com-
munity should be taken seriously and we expect 
that leaders would respond quickly, clearly, and as 
strongly as needed. That should be the case with 
government officials, corporations, and higher ed-
ucation. We call upon these leaders to stand with 
the Jewish community, just as they do with other 
minorities. When we say, “No Hate in Our States,” 
we must work with our partners and leaders to en-
sure that becomes a reality. We hope you will join 
AJC’s Call to Action. 

Myra Clark-Siegel is AJC Westchester/Fair-
field regional director. To participate in our Call to 
Action for America, please contact us at: westches-
ter@ajc.org

Support for Holocaust Survivors in 
Westchester County

BY ALLISON DANZIG, JD, LLM AND GILLIAN RITTMASTER, LCSW

Approximately 160 Holocaust Survivors reside 
in Westchester. At Westchester Jewish Community 
Services (WJCS), we are privileged and proud to offer 
a range of programs to Holocaust Survivors through-
out the county, including support groups, social 
events, as well as services to Survivors, based on their 
individual needs. 

Sadly, too many Holocaust Survivors residing in 
the U.S. live at or near poverty level. Thanks to a grant 
from The Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany, WJCS is able to reimburse Survi-
vors who are in need for home care expenses.  Sur-
vivors and their families are so grateful for both the 
monetary assistance that helps them have sufficient 
and appropriate help in the home as well as the social 
connection that eases isolation. Over and over again, 
we hear that the peace of mind these services give our 
Survivors and their families has proven invaluable 

In partnership with UJA-Federation of NY and 
the Claims Conference, WJCS is also able to provide 
socialization events, which offers opportunities for 
Survivors to enjoy being together. These events in-
clude our annual Survivor Day luncheon, Sukkot cel-
ebration, and Hanukkah gathering, all of which are 
generously hosted by local Westchester synagogues. 
While during the height of the COVID pandemic, sup-
port groups and events took place virtually, fortunate-
ly, in-person events have now returned. These are 
amazing gatherings, filled with warmth, love, music, 
family, food, prayer, and storytelling. They are a stark 
contrast to the many months during the pandemic 
when Survivors were at home with little or no face-to-
face contact with loved ones.

WJCS recently launched a new initiative called 
“Share Shabbat.” This program pairs a Survivor with 
a volunteer to share a Shabbat dinner every month. 
Currently, 36 Survivors are part of this program 
and we hope more will join. Food is generously pro-
vided by individual donors who sponsor a Survivor’s 
monthly Shabbat dinner. A volunteer brings dinner 
to the Survivor, giving them the opportunity to spend 
time together. They light candles, say prayers, and 
break bread, as well as share stories and learn about 
each other’s experiences.  Our volunteers get as much 
out of this experience as our Survivors do. They have 
expressed to us that they are deepening their Jewish 
roots and have a greater understanding of Jewish cul-
ture, traditions and, most of all, the Holocaust. Our 
Survivors tell us they look forward to “Share Shabbat” 
every month and love hearing about current events 
and the jobs, interests, and families of the volunteers. 
It is a vital and much-appreciated connection to the 
outside world. 

“Share Shabbat” has provided Survivors with 
another person in their lives with whom they can talk. 
It cultivates additional “memory keepers” of the Holo-
caust experience. It helps guarantee that the stories of 
the Shoah, will be passed on to future generations. We 
must never forget the horrors victims and Survivors 
of the Holocaust endured. The WJCS “Share Shabbat” 
program both provides social connection and is an-
other way we make sure we never forget.

To find out more about Share Shabbat and other 
WJCS Holocaust Survivor services, please contact:  Al-
lison Danzig at 914-761-0600 ext. 2241. Allison Danzig 
is Coordinator of WJCS Holocaust Survivor Support 
Services. Gillian Rittmaster, LCSW, is Assistant Execu-
tive Director of Jewish Programs at WJCS.
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Upcoming Programs for the Community
On Thursday, September 15 from 3:30-

4:30pm, celebrate and learn about Rosh Hasha-
nah with stories, songs, activities for children 
Pre-K to 3rd grade at The Town of Pelham Library, 
530 Colonial Avenue, Pelham on the Library lawn, 
open to all. Bring a blanket or lawn chair. For in-
formation call 914-738-1234.

The Chabad Jewish Center of Bronxville 
presents a Rosh Hashanah Fun Day on September 
18 from 1-3pm at 453 White Plains Road, Eastches-
ter. Fun for adults and children with a Bee Keeper 
Show, Honey tasting, Israeli music, Israeli wine 
for sale and more. Free admittance, reservations 
appreciated at chabadjewishcenter.com/HHFair. 
Walk ins welcome.

The American Sephardi Federation, the Se-
attle Jewish Theatre Company and the Sephardic 

Jewish Brotherhood of America present 
ARRIVALS, a Jewish Romeo and Juliet love 
story based on historical events, written 
and directed by Art Feinglass.

When the first Sephardic Jew arrived 
in Seattle in 1902, not everything went as 
planned. Marco Cordova, a young Sephard-
ic Jew from Turkey, came to America to 
make his fortune. Bayla Keigelman, a fragile 
Ashkenazi girl from Russia, arrived fleeing 
a pogrom. Their meeting seemed written in 
the stars until tradition declared their love 
forbidden. The New York premiere will be 
on Sunday, October 30 at 3:00 PM.

Other dates include Monday, October 
31 at 8:00 PM; Tuesday, November 1 at 8:00 
PM; Thursday, November 3 at 8:00 PM; and 
Sunday, November 6 at 3:00 PM, at The Center for 
Jewish History,15 W 16th Street, NYC. For infor-

mation, info@americansephardi.org

Starting October 6, there will be 3 screen-
ings of Jews of the Wild West, a feature length 
documentary at the Jacob Burns Film Center, 364 

Manville Road, Pleasantville. The independent 
not-for-profit film, produced by Electric Yolk 
Media and directed by award winning filmmaker 
Amanda Kinsey, tells a positive immigration story 
and highlights the dynamic contributions Jewish 
Americans made to shape the Western United 
States. Check info line for other dates and times at 
914-747-5555 or call 914-773-7663.

Rabbi Molly Karp will be teaching various 
courses this fall on Jewish History and Literature 
from the Bible to the Mishnah on Zoom. To learn 
about courses, write SAJE.ORG@gmail.com or 
rabbimollykarp@gmail.com

New York State Senator Shelley B. Mayer 
is looking for Garden Pictures in the following 
categories: Sustainable Gardens, Yard to Table 
Garden, and Flower Garden for a District wide 
showcase on the Senator’s Facebook and Insta-
gram page. Gardens must be located in Senate 
District 37 to be considered. Deadline is Sep-
tember 18. For more information call 914-934-
5250.

Toast with Wine for the 
Jewish New Year

With the Jewish “High Holy Days” of Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur approaching, this is the perfect 
time to broaden your horizons and discover the kosher 
wine gems that Israel, California, Italy, and France have 
to offer. With the holidays starting September 25, it’s not 
too soon to start thinking about festive meals, gather-
ings with loved ones, and other traditions 
that go hand-in-hand with the fall Jewish 
holidays.

Fortunately, these notable wine pro-
ducing regions have had another excep-
tional year for kosher wine production. 
That means there’s an excellent selection 
of exciting releases to choose from – and 
one less thing to worry about. They’re 
ready to serve now, so whether you’re 
planning to host a crowd or be a guest, 
you’re sure to find something deliciously 
suitable for the holiday table. 

Toast in the New Year Rosh with a re-
freshing glass of Herzog Lineage Momen-
tus  or enjoy organic-certified-no-sulfites-
added Herzog Variations Be-leaf Cabernet 
Sauvignon  – both pair well with beef and 
other traditional holiday meats.

 Terra di Seta from Tuscany, the first 
fully kosher winery in Europe (since 2008) 
which offers world-class and competitive 
Chianti Classico wines, is about to release 
for the first time a Super Tuscan called Guiduccio.

 This past year Terra di Seta won some of the high-
est accolades from the Wine Spectator, James Suckling, 
and Decanter, with multiple top ratings as high as 97 
points.

 Connoisseurs of wines from Italy can look forward 
to Ovadia Estates’s Vermentino and the Lovatelli Barbera 
d’Asti. Villa Mangiacane, a renowned Italian producer, is 
also releasing its first kosher wine: Magnificus, a Super 
Tuscan.

 Barkan Winery, one of the largest producers in 
Israel, recently sent its star head winemaker Ido Le-
winsohn MW to tour the US market ahead of the High 
Holidays.

Among the impressive wines he presented, the 
Barkan Classic Argaman has won industry-wide recog-
nition and high ratings. Segal Winery, also overseen by 
Lewinsohn, released the Segal Native Marawi. Marawi 
is an ancient grape variety indigenous to the Holy Land, 
which was used for winemaking and the sacred services 

in the Jewish Temple of Jerusalem over 
1,900 years ago.

 Carmel Winery, the veteran Israeli 
winery founded by Château Lafite’s Baron 
Edmond de Rothschild in 1882, released 
Buzz, a line of fruit flavored Moscato wines. 
These fun, low-alcohol, sweet, fruity wines 
target Generation Z, and are meant for 
casual drinking, parties. Three different 
flavors are available: peach, mango, and 
pineapple.

 On the French side, Royal is proud to 
introduce the J. de Villebois Sancerre Silex. 
Sancerre wines, from the Loire Valley, have 
been trending for a few years already, and 
the kosher market is no exception. This 
high-quality, complex Sauvignon Blanc 
features the terroir’s characteristics, with 
crunchy, juicy citrus flavors, earthy miner-
al and saline notes, and hints of flint. Châ-
teau Les Riganes from Bordeaux, which 
already offers a red blend, a Sauvignon 
Blanc, and a rosé, just introduced two new 

varietal wines, a Malbec, and a Cabernet Franc.
 Royal is also looking forward to the release this fall 

of the first kosher Châteaueuf-du-Pape from the presti-
gious Domaine Raymond Usseglio & Fils in the Rhône 
Valley. 

In general, ‘Kosher’ is a term used to describe food 
that complies with the strict dietary standards of tradi-
tional Jewish law. It also applies to wine. Those amateur 
sommeliers among us will know that to make wine, 
yeast is necessary for fermentation. However, what 
separates kosher wine for non-kosher wine is that in ac-
cordance with Jewish law, Kosher wine is made with a 
mold grown of fruit or sugar — not bread. All wines and 
spirits from Royal Wine Corp are certified OU kosher.

This September, Honor the Jewish New Year & 
Tay-Sachs Awareness Month

In 2008, the U.S. Senate voted unanimous-
ly to designate September National Tay-Sachs 
Awareness Month to bring increased attention to 
this deadly disease.

What is Tay-Sachs Disease? Tay-Sachs dis-
ease is a rare, inherited genetic disease mainly 
affecting infants and young children. Babies born 
with Tay-Sachs disease usually develop normally 
for the first few months, but as the disease pro-
gresses, they begin to regress, due to the absence 
of the enzyme HexA, which causes excessive accu-
mulation of specific lipids in the brain and nerve 
cells, resulting in progressive neurological dam-
age. The children become blind and deaf, suffer 
from seizures, and have respiratory issues.  Chil-
dren with Tay-Sachs often die before the age of 
five.

There is no cure for Tay-Sachs disease, but 
genetic testing and counseling allows people to 
determine if they have an increased risk of having 
a child with the disease. 1 in 30 Ashkenazi (Eastern 
European) Jews are carriers of Tay-Sachs, and 1 in 
300 people in the general population are carriers. 
When both parents are carriers, there is a 25% 
chance with each pregnancy that the child will be 
affected with the disease. For the small percent-
age of couples who are at risk, there are many op-
tions to help them have healthy children.

“A simple, at-home saliva test can really help 
families avoid heartbreak. JScreen is there every 
step of the way to provide essential information 
about Tay-Sachs and other diseases, and to help 
prospective parents make decisions about the 
future of their families,” explains Karen Arnovitz 
Grinzaid, Executive Director of JScreen.

Visit JScreen.org for more information or to 
get tested.

JScreen is a national non-profit public health 

initiative dedicated to preventing genetic diseases 
and hereditary cancers common in Jewish and 
other populations. Headquartered in Atlanta at 
Emory University School of Medicine, the JScreen 
initiative provides convenient at-home access 
to cutting-edge genetic testing technology, pa-
tient education, and genetic counseling services. 
JScreen believes the combination of education, 
access to premier genetic screening technologies, 
and personalized, confidential support are the 
keys to preventing devastating diseases. 

Karen Arnovitz Grinzaid, Executive Director of JScreen
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CLASSIFIEDS

ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records, 
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s, 
Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  Excellent References. Call 914-
602-7318.

CEMETERY PLOT FOR SALE IN SHARON GARDENS, VALHALLA
2 Grave plots in beautiful Section Y. Cemetery states Section Y is sold out. lowest cost for a single grave 
is $4000. Owner committed to sell. Will consider best offer. Call 845-536-0237.

IN TROUBLE WITH THE IRS OR THE NEW YORK STATE TAX DEPARTMENT? 
I can Help. My name is Gerald Snyder and I am an enrolled agent and a former IRS Group Manager, and 
have successfully represented clients before the IRS and the New York State tax Department for over  25  
years. I resolve liens, levies, seizures, income tax and sales tax audits, penalties and trust fund recovery 
issues. I also handle unfiled tax returns. I operate from convenient offices at 73 Market St., Ridge Hill, 
Yonkers. My fees are reasonable and I offer a free initial consultation. I offer in-person meetings. Why 
deal with an unknown person only through the internet when you can meet with me in person? Pease 
call me at 914-793-5654 or e-mail me at thasnyder1@verizon.net.

EXERCEO FITNESS
Personalized fitness training in the convenience and safety of your home, home gym, outdoor space or 
remotely with nationally certified personal fitness specialist with 13 years experience. For Complimentary 
Assessment and more info contact Vincent DePasquale: voice/text (914) 775-8375, email 
info@exerceofitness.org and visit exerceofitness.org

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion.  
Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship, appointments and more. For 
privacy purposes please contact me at Scannersinfo@aol.com.
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Mazel Tov
Jewish Community Center of Harrison 
Welcomes New Rabbi

The Jewish Community Cen-
ter of Harrison {JCCH}, 130 Union 
Avenue, has welcomed Rabbi How-
ard Siegel as their new spiritual 
leader.

Rabbi Siegel has served as a 
pulpit rabbi in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, Minneapolis, and Hous-
ton and for the past 13 years as in-
terim rabbi for congregations in 
Los Angeles, San Antonio, Tampa, 
Sarasota, Charlotte, and, most re-
cently, Merrick, New York. 

“We are thrilled to have Rabbi 
Siegel join our community,” said 
JCCH Executive Director Eric 
Nussbaum. “He brings years of practical, hands-
on experience and we look forward to learning 
and growing under his leadership.” 

Rabbi Siegel began his career teaching speech 
and English in a Portland, Oregon, public high 

school. He received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in education from 
the University of Minnesota, a Bach-
elor of Hebrew Literature degree 
from the University of Judaism in 
Los Angeles, and a Master of Arts 
degree in Judaica and rabbinical or-
dination from the Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary in New York. He was 
awarded a Doctor of Divinity by JTS.

Rabbi Siegel was the founding 
director of the Solomon Schechter 
Day School of St. Louis. In 2003, he 
founded the “Jewish Information 
Center of Houston,” an outreach 
program to unaffiliated Jews in 

Houston. He has staffed and directed Jewish sum-
mer camps and has served as a chaplain in the 
U.S. Navy.  He currently writes a weekly blog for 
the Houston Chronicle. Rabbi Siegel is the proud 
parent of three children and grandfather of eight.

Rabbi Howard Siegel

ZOA Celebrates 125 th Year in Basel, 
Switzerland

On August 29-31, 2022, exactly 
125 years after the founders of the Zi-
onist Organization of America (ZOA) 
represented American Jewry at the 
inspirational First World Zionist Con-
gress convened by Dr. Theodor Herzl 
in Basel, Switzerland, the ZOA is re-
visiting Basel and participating in the 
WZO’s 125th year gala celebration. At 
the WZO anniversary plenary event, 
in front of 1,200 attendees from all 
over the world, ZOA National Presi-
dent Morton A. Klein and ZOA were 
honored with an award for Mr. Klein’s 
many decades of, and ZOA’s 125 years 
of, outstanding efforts helping and 
defending Israel the Jewish people. 
ZOA’s dear friend and supporter, phi-
lanthropist and distinguished physi-
cian Dr. Miriam Adelson, WZO Chair 
Yaakov Hagoel and TV Anchor Hila Ko-
rach presented the award to ZOA Pres-
ident Morton Klein, following a beau-
tiful, heartfelt substantive speech by 
Dr. Miriam Adelson. Dr. Adelson also 
told Morton Klein that ZOA must continue to do 
ZOA’s important, sacred work on behalf of the 
Jewish state of Israel.

Speakers at the conference included: Is-
rael’s president Isaac Herzog; Dr. Miriam Adel-
son; President of Basel Mr. Beat Jans; Chairman 
of WZO Yaakov Hagoel; Rabbi David Wolpe; Dr. 
Shuly Schwartz, Chancellor, Jewish Theologi-
cal Seminary; Nachman Shai, Israeli Minister 
of Diaspora Affairs; Yael Epstein; Mark Wilf, 
Chair, Jewish Agency Board of Governors; 
architect Daniel Libeskind; Lt. Gen. Moshe 
Ya’alon, former Israeli Minister of Defense; and 
many more.

In addition, on the preceding Shabbat, 
Morton Klein was given another great honor 
– the “Herzl Aliyah” (the 5th Aliyah) – the very 
same Aliyah given to Dr. Theodor Herzl at the 
Great Synagogue in Basel exactly 125 years ago, 
when Dr. Herzl prayed there for the success of 
Zionism and the First Zionist Congress.

After the First World Zionist Congress, 
Dr. Theodor Herzl wrote “at Basel, I founded 
the Jewish State.” The dedicated, enthusiastic 
American delegation to the First World Zion-
ist Congress founded ZOA as the Federation of 
American Zionists in 1897 and changed the or-
ganization’s name to the Zionist Organization 
of America in 1917. The first Jewish Supreme 
Court Justice, Louis Brandeis, and Rabbi Abba 
Silver previously served as presidents of the 
ZOA. 

Today, the ZOA is the oldest Zionist organi-
zation in the United States, as well as the lead-
ing major American Jewish organization coura-
geously defending Israel and the Jewish people; 
and fighting against all forms of antisemitism.

ZOA National President Morton Klein 
stated: “I’m so proud that ZOA participated in 

the First World Zionist Congress and worked so 
hard to carry out its goals. I am so honored by 
the award given to me and the ZOA, and to cel-
ebrate and carry out the vision of my predeces-
sors and all the men and women from around 
the world who came together 125 years ago to 
lay groundwork for the State of Israel’s miracu-
lous rebirth in the Jewish people’s ancestral, 
indigenous homeland.

“I also must thank ZOA’s extraordinary, 
committed staff and supporters for all they do 
to carry out Herzl’s vision; defending and sup-
porting Israel and Jewish people.”

The First World Zionist Congress deter-
mined to re-establish the Jewish homeland “se-
cured under public law.” ZOA played an instru-
mental role in fulfilling that goal and helped to 
obtain the binding international agreements 
that continue to guarantee the Jewish people’s 
legal rights to the land of Israel. Today, ZOA 
continues to promote and educate the pub-
lic about the Jewish people’s rights to Israel, 
including Judea-Samaria and Israel’s eternal 
undivided capital Jerusalem and the heinous 
Nazi-like policies of Israel’s enemies, including 
the Palestinian Authority, Hamas, Hezbollah 
and Iran.

ZOA President Morton Klein also appre-
ciatively noted that the largest delegation to the 
First World Zionist Congress came from Rus-
sia – and that many Russian American Jews are 
now part of ZOA and the ZOA Coalition.

The ZOA’s delegation to the 125th WZO Anni-
versary events in Basel also included: ZOA Board 
member and recent Brandeis award winner Rubin 
Margules; ZOA Board member Larry Magid; Mor-
ton Klein’s wife Rita Klein; and ZOA’s Director of 
Research and Special Projects Liz Berney, Esq., 
who also serves as a ZOA Coalition delegate to the 
WZC Va’ad Hapoel (working committee).

Dr. Miriam Adelson, ZOA National President Mort Klein, and WZO Chair 
Yaakov HagoelSignificant Book Signing Event Held at Lincoln 

Park Jewish Center

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Lincoln Park Jewish Center, (LPJC) Yonkers, 
was the scene of a book signing event of Rabbi Levi 
Welton’s Chassidic Memoir, Be Like the Moon, on 
Sunday, August 14, 2022, with a special appear-
ance by NYS Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stew-
art-Cousins.

“I am just so happy to be here with Rabbi Wel-
ton and congratulate him on this inspiring book,” 
Stewart-Cousins said.  “His remarks are very clear, 
that each of us has the ability to shine and inspire 
others. We don’t have to have lofty positions; just 
be humane and respect one another.

“I am looking forward to reading the book 
and hope that people understand that they too can 
‘Be Like the Moon.’”  

“Be Like the Moon is not an autobiography.  It 
is not a confession,” Rabbi Welton observed. 

“It is, however, an insightful, moving and plea-

surable collection of the stories and personal heroes 
that shaped a shy Chassidic boy raised in the San 
Francisco Bay Area.” Welton shows that heroism 
comes in all shapes, sizes, genders and species, ham-
sters, hippies, atheists, faith, patriotism and piety. 

“The point of my book is that you don’t have 
to be a superstar.  You can ‘be like the moon’ and 
be humble and quiet and affect the tides of life in 
powerful ways in the middle of the night when ev-
erybody is sleeping.  

“All the people in my book are not famous.  
They are just neighborhood heroes who went 
about their business who lived their lives and un-
knowingly inspired me.  That is why I wrote this 
book, so that everyone can reflect upon their own 
lives and say, ‘Who are my quiet heroes, the hum-
ble heroes who shined like the moon and showed 
me the path forward,’” Welton concluded. 

The paperback volume, published by Break-
out Press, can be purchased on Amazon.com.

NYS Senate Majority Leader Andrea Stewart-Cousins and Rabbi Levi Welton




