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JCCMW Hosts MLK Day of Service 2023
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Susan Solow Dubin, UJA Federation West-
chester, welcomed the community to the JCC 
Mid Westchester (JCCMW) in Scarsdale’s, Mar-
tin Luther King Day of Service 2023 on Monday, 
January 16.

“Our theme this year is a Wider Tent and 
a Stronger World. Whatever your age and back-
ground, we are all here because we belong to 
one community.  We are grateful to JCCMW’s 
2023 partners: UJA, Shames JCC, St. Pius X 
Church, Scarsdale, Holy Trinity Greek Ortho-
dox Church in New Rochelle and Westchester 
Jewish Center for partnering with us on this 
interfaith community service effort.”

“All the decorated blizzard boxes that you 
pack today will be donated to HOPE Commu-
nity Services, 50 Washington Avenue, New Ro-
chelle to provide a full non-perishable meal to 
someone in need.” 

JCCMW Director of Jewish Culture Rabbi 
Dahlia Bernstein quoted James, “What good 

is it, my brothers 
if someone says 
that they have faith 
but does not have 
works?” “Those 
boxes are going 
to people who are 
hungry. What good 
is having all this 
teaching and tradi-
tion if we are not 
going to do any-
thing with it. Our 
faith has to be in 

action, deeds of 
loving kindness 
rather than sacri-
fice. 

“I want to share with you a First Century 
Rabbinic text, the Mishna. How many people 
were created in that first round?  Why just 
start with one?  The Rabbinic Text says for the 
sake of peace among humankind, one should 

not say to another that my father was 
better than your father.  We all come 
from one source.  It means we all have 
rights to be fed, clothed, feel safe and 
be loved.

“We are going to decorate these 
blizzard boxes and fill them with 
nourishment.” 

Over 200 volunteers packed 250 
blizzard boxes with full, non-perish-
able meals during the 7th regional 
wide MLK Day of Service.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. is 
best known for his strategy of non-
violent protest for racial equality, and 
many draw inspiration from Dr. King’s 
dream for a more diverse and equal 
America.  

Mara Roberge, Community 
Engagement Director, 
JCC Mid-Westchester

Gianna, 5 from St. Pius, decorates box 
holding food for HOPE Community Service

WJC 47th Anniversary Gala, “Time to Shine,” Held at Kol Ami
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

An estimated 427 citizens poured into Congre-
gation Kol Ami, White Plains to celebrate the 47th 
anniversary of the Westchester Jewish Council Gala 
Invite, “Time to Shine” on Saturday, February 4th.

Honorees included Bruce and 
Pam Wexler, Steven Young, and 
Alan Weissman, Principal, Alfred 
Weissman Real Estate, LLC, oversee-
ing development and asset manage-
ment. 

Wexler is currently a member 
of WJC Executive Committee and 
Board of Directors, also Chair of 
Synagogue Presidents Plus 1 Round-
table.  Pam works as a volunteer 
attorney in the Domestic Violence 
Law Unit of the New York Legal As-
sistance Group. 

Young has served on the WJC 
Board including three years as an 
officer. Steve has chaired the WJC 

Night of Learning and chairs 
the Membership Committee.  
He served as Beth El Synagogue 
Center President and continues 
to serve as Honorary President, 
member of the Human Resourc-

es Committee and 
Gabbai on Shab-
bat and holidays.  

A Flash Auc-
tion opened the 
Program, con-
ducted by WJC 
Past President 
Ron Burton, along 
with a 50-50 Raf-
fle.

Elected of-
ficials in atten-
dance included 
Legislator Ben 
Boykin; County Clerk Tim Idoni; 

Westchester County Executive George 

Latimer; Mike Lawler, 
NY District 37; former 
Yonkers City Council 
President Chuck Lesnick; 
former U.S. Represen-
tative Nita Lowey; Leg-
islator Damon Maher; 
Assemblywoman Amy 
Paulin; White Plains 
Mayor Thomas Roach 
and NYS Senate Majority 
Leader Andrea Stewart-
Cousins. 

Entertainment was 
provided by Broadway 
stars Jenn Gambatese 
(“Wicked,” “Mrs. Doubt-
fire”), Nathaniel Stampley 

(“Paradise Square”/ “Porgy and 
Bess”) with Music Director Jes-
se Warkentin (“An American 

in Paris”), who presented an evening of hit songs in 
“Sparkling Broadway.” 

WJC Executive Director Elliot 
Forchheimer

Honoree, WJC Executive Committee 
Member Bruce Wexler 

WJC President William H. Schrag

Assistant WJC Ex-
ecutive Director Pam 
Goldstein noted that 
some of WJC’s activities 
include Night of Jewish 
Learning, participating 
in Westchester County 
Gather Against Hate, 
Jewish Music and Arts 
Festival, plus numerous 
trips to Israel.

Initially founded in 
1975 as the Westchester 
Jewish Conference to or-
ganize the community’s 
response to the Yom Kip-
pur War, the Council has 
subsequently evolved to 
become Westchester’s 

Jewish community relations 
organization.  Westchester 

County is the eighth largest Jewish county in the 
United States with nearly 150,000 Jews. 
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Join Us in Israel For
AJC GLOBAL
FORUM 2023
Tel Aviv, Israel
June 11 - 14
Optional Shabbaton: June 9-10

Celebrate 
Israel’s 

75th 
Anniversary – 

IN Israel!

Top Five Reasons to Register Today 
for AJC’s Israel Global Forum

Understand what’s happening in Israel beyond the headlines - Hear from Israeli leaders, 
decision-makers and experts on the latest political, civic and cutting edge technological 
and innovative developments in Israel today

Attend what’s been described as “the Global Davos for the Jewish people” - Get a 
360-degree pulse from global leaders on the complicated issues that our community is 
facing

Be a part of a global community of pro-Israel advocates: Attendees come from all over 
the world, including overseas partner organizations, diplomats, experts and interested 
friends.

Visit sites of strategic importance and historical interest and take part in advocacy initia-
tives on behalf of the state of Israel.

Celebrate Israel’s 75th birthday together in our historic homeland - Join more than 50 
from the AJC Westchester/Fairfield mishpocha (family) and have fun being together in 
Tel Aviv!  Our delegation is growing and we want to add you to our list!

Global Forum participants describe their experience 
as “life-changing” and “unforgettable.” 

Don’t miss the opportunity to see how Global Forum 2023 will change your life.

Register Today at ajc.org/globalforum (and note Westchester)
For more information: westchester@ajc.org 

Gillibrand and Bipartisan Senate Delegation Visit Israel and 
Abraham Accords Countries

U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand took part in a bi-
partisan delegation visit to the Abraham Accords mem-
ber countries of Israel, the United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
Bahrain, and Morocco in mid-January. In visiting these 
countries, Gillibrand saw firsthand how the Abraham 
Accords have led to historic regional cooperation and 
normalization and she engaged in dialogue on how the 
Abraham Accords can be enhanced and expanded to 
other countries. Gillibrand joined Senators Jacky Rosen 
(D-NV), James Lankford (R-OK), Michael Bennet (D-CO), 
Ted Budd (R-NC), Dan Sullivan (R-AK) and Mark Kelly (D-
AZ) on the visit.  

“The signing of the Abraham Accords was a his-
toric milestone in forging a lasting peace in the Middle 

East,” said Senator Kirsten Gillibrand. “The nor-
malization of diplomatic relations between Israel 
and its Arab partners has encouraged coopera-

tion, economic prosperity and increased security in the 
region. I am proud to be part of this bipartisan coalition 
to the countries in the Abraham Accords and I look for-
ward to bringing lessons learned on this trip to my work 
on the Senate Armed Services and Intelligence Commit-
tees, where I’m working to increase the national security 
of the United States and our allies.”

On January 16, the delegation went to Bahrain 
where they had meetings with senior government of-
ficials, members of the National Assembly and visited a 
synagogue in Manama.

While in Abu Dhabi on January 17, the delegation 
met with AJCGlobal to discuss opportunities to increase 
cooperation and strengthen relationships in the region, 
Gillibrand noted. 

Senator Gillibrand has been a steadfast supporter 
of Israel throughout her Senate career. In her role on the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, Gillibrand annu-
ally leads the bipartisan effort to fund U.S.-Israeli coop-
erative missile defense programs, which support Israel’s 
ability to defend itself against missile and rocket attacks. 
For several years, she has helped secure at least $500 
million annually for these 
important programs.

In Jerusalem, the 
delegation visited Yad 
Vashem, the World Holo-
caust Remembrance Cen-
ter. “We must never forget 
the millions of Jews killed 
during the Holocaust and 
we must do everything we 
can to fight the rising tide 
of antisemitism and vio-
lence, “Gillibrand said.

On Friday, January 
20, 2023, Start-Up Nation 

Central hosted Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand and the delega-
tion from the US Senate Abraham Accords Caucus for 
a visit to its Tel Aviv headquarters to discuss “Innova-
tion and the Abraham Accords.” The Senators met with 
Start-Up Nation Central CEO Avi Hasson and Professor 
(Emeritus) Manuel Trajtenberg to discuss the role of in-
novation in developing regional collaboration. Professor 
Trajtenberg was recently appointed as the Executive 
Director of Tel Aviv University’s Institute for National 
Security Studies (INSS) and is a renowned expert in the 
field of R&D, patents, and innovation.

The delegation then participated in a panel discus-
sion on examples of cross-border collaboration in in-
novation with Calanit Valfer, Managing Partner of Elah 
Fund; Yassine Laghzioui, Director of Entrepreneurship 
and Venturing at UM6P; and Shaikha Al Marzooqi, Di-
rector of Client Relationships & Management at ADGM.

Start-Up Nation Central is a non-profit organiza-
tion that connects Israeli innovation to the world in or-
der to help international entities solve global challenges. 
Focusing on the Israeli technology ecosystem, they pro-
vide a platform that nurtures business growth and gen-
erates partnerships with key countries, multinational 
companies, and organizations to strengthen Israel’s 
economy and society.



Westchester Jewish Life    •      Feb.-Mar 2023   •   Shevat-Adar 5783    •    Page 3    •     www.westchesterjewishlife.com

Executive Order on Adopting 
IHRA in Westchester County

BY GEORGE LATIMER
WESTCHESTER COUNTY EXECUTIVE

In recent meetings with leaders of the Jewish 
Community in Westchester County as well as at 
numerous community events, we have discussed 
the disturbing increase in acts and expressions of 
anti-Semitism.

It is very important to me that all County 
residents speak forcefully and with one voice in 
denouncing these acts. To that end, I am proud to 
share that I have signed an Executive Order that 
calls on all County officials, departments, staff 
and boards and commissions to accept the IHRA 
working definition of anti-Semitism and utilize 
this definition to prevent harassment and dis-
crimination.

This strong statement shows that hate of any 
kind has no home in Westchester County. I ap-
preciate your leadership and partnership on this 
important issue.

Westchester DA and County Executive Launch Hate Crimes Portal
On February 1, Westchester County Dis-

trict Attorney Miriam E. Rocah and Westchester 
County Executive George Latimer announced that 
a law enforcement portal for the reporting of hate 
crimes and bias incidents in Westchester County 
is now live and operating. 

Developed by the District Attorney’s Office, 
the County Executive’s Office, the Westchester 
County Department of Public Safety and the 
Westchester County Department of Information 
Technology over the last year, with support from 
law enforcement leaders like the Westchester 
County Police Chiefs Association, the online por-
tal will allow for swifter, more comprehensive and 
proactive investigations and prosecutions of hate 
crimes and bias cases. 

DA Rocah said, “Law enforcement cannot 
tackle hate, bias and extremism if we don’t know 
about it. Utilizing technology, we can now access 
data for hate crimes and bias incidents across 
Westchester, conveniently consolidated in one 
place. Not only can this assist in our prosecutions, 
it will enhance our collaboration with police.” 

County Executive Latimer said, “I commend 
our Department of Public Safety and our Depart-
ment of Information Technology for working to-
gether with the DA’s Office to create a system for 
reporting that is accurate, effective and inclusive. 
Fighting hate cannot be done by one entity, it 
needs collaboration, and I am confident that with 
the right people at the table this portal will be a 
powerful tool to stop hate from spreading in West-
chester.” 

Westchester County Public Safety Commis-
sioner Terrance Raynor said, “This is an innovative 

and efficient online tool that allows law enforce-
ment in Westchester County to study potential 
trends and crime patterns related to hate crimes 
and bias incidents and will help law enforcement 
be proactive in addressing public safety matters.”  

County IT’s Chief Information Officer Mar-
guerite Beirne said, “This centralized database is 
a game changer in fighting hate crimes, and I am 
proud to have the County’s IT Department create 
this portal for this important use. I thank County 
Executive Latimer for recognizing how vital it was 
for the IT Department to work on this project.”  

Westchester County Chiefs of Police Associa-
tion President Robert Noble added, “The partici-
pation of law enforcement agencies can increase 
the likelihood that this portal will provide the 
maximum benefit for crime analysis, and even 
crime prevention, in Westchester County.” 

To date, nearly 80 percent of local and state 
law enforcement agencies with jurisdiction in 
Westchester County have registered for the portal:  
1. Ardsley Police Department  
2. Buchanan Village Police Department 
3. New York City Department of Environmental 
Protection Police 
4. Dobbs Ferry Police Department 
5. Eastchester Police Department 
6. Elmsford Village Police Department 
7. Greenburgh Police Department 
8. Harrison Police Department  
9. Hastings-on-Hudson Police Department 
10. Irvington Police Department 
11. Larchmont Police Department  
12. Lewisboro Police Department 
13. Village of Mamaroneck Police Department 

14. Mount Pleasant Police Department 
15. Mount Vernon Police Department 
16. Metropolitan Transportation Authority Police Dept 
17. New Castle Police Department  
18. New Rochelle Police Department   
19. Village of Ossining Police Department 
20. Peekskill Police Department 
21. Pelham Manor Police Department 
22. Village of Pelham Police Department 
23. Village of Pleasantville Police Department 
24. City of Rye Police Department 
25. Rye Brook Police Department  
26. Scarsdale Police Department 
27. Sleepy Hollow Police Department 
28. Somers Police Department 
29. New York State University Police – Purchase 
College 
30. Tarrytown Police Department 
31. Tuckahoe Police Department 
32. Westchester County DA’s Office 
33. Westchester County Department of Public 
Safety 
34. White Plains Public Safety 
35. Yonkers Police Department 
36. Yorktown Police Department 

The portal’s launch supports the robust ef-
forts by DA Rocah to adequately address hate 
crimes in Westchester County. She installed a 
Senior ADA and hate crimes analyst as part of the 
DA’s Office Hate Crimes Unit and implemented 
year-round legal trainings for law enforcement 
and “upstander” presentations in schools and the 
community with local government partners.  

Call the Westchester County Department of 
Public Safety to set up registration for the portal.   
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A thriving medical practice in the Norwood section of the Bronx 
is expanding its rehab department. We are looking to hire a 

skilled Speech and Language Pathologist and 
Physical Therapist with experience in evaluating and treating 

a pediatric population. Warm and friendly environment. 
Competitive salary. rehab@perrymed.com

P • A • F • M
PERRY AVENUE

FAMILY MEDICAL CENTER

WJCS Awarded Westchester Community Foundation Grant
Westchester Jewish Com-

munity Services (WJCS) has been 
awarded a $141,000 grant from 
Westchester Community Foun-
dation to support families in 
ParentChild+ (PC+), a WJCS early 
childhood literacy program in Tar-
rytown and Sleepy Hollow, and to 
help Jewish families with emer-
gency cash assistance grants. 

PC+ works to bridge the 
achievement gap and advance 
equity to help marginalized, low-
income, and, primarily, immi-
grant families in Tarrytown and 
Sleepy Hollow. It is a home visit-
ing program that prepares chil-
dren 16 months and up for school 
success by increasing language 
and literacy skills, enhancing social-emotional 
development, and strengthening the parent-child 
relationship. 

The PC+ program helps parents learn how to 
increase positive interactions with their children 
and create language-rich home environments 
filled with books, games, and conversation. Each 
week the Early Learning Specialist assigned to 
each family brings a book or educational toy for 
the child and models reading, conversation, and 
play. Studies show that children of families who 
have participated in the program graduate from 
high school at a 20% higher rate than their socio-
economic peers. 

The WJCS Emergency Cash Assistance pro-
gram for Jewish families in need helps families 

with costs associated with their 
children’s education (tutors, tu-
ition), special needs (evaluation, 
therapists) and well-being, such 
as helping with the cost of sum-
mer camp so parents who work, 
are seeking employment, or are 
ill can be assured of proper su-
pervision for their child while 
their child also has an enriching 
summer experience. A recent 
Pew survey, conducted in 2021, 
found that 38% of Jewish respon-
dents said they or someone in 
their household lost a job or suf-
fered a pay cut since the begin-
ning of the pandemic. 

“We, at WJCS, are so grateful 
to Westchester Community Foun-

dation for their support of ParentChild+, which will 
provide a better future for the children in the pro-
gram and subsequent generations,” said WJCS CEO 
Seth Diamond. “The financial help provided by this 
grant to help Jewish families who are struggling fi-
nancially and can barely make ends meet will enable 
them to access childcare, services, and activities that 
they, otherwise, would have been denied.”

Westchester Community Foundation’s mis-
sion is to connect generous people to the causes 
they care about and invest in transformative ideas 
and organizations to improve lives and strengthen 
the community. WCF is a division of The New York 
Community Trust, one of the largest community 
foundations in the country with assets of approxi-
mately $3 billion.

Seth Diamond

Purim Festivities and More Calendar Events
After “The Wild”: Contemporary Art from The 
Barnett and Annalee Newman Foundation Collec-
tion will be on view at The Jewish Museum, 1109 
Fifth Avenue, NYC, from March 24 – September 17, 
2023.  Call 212-423-3200 for details. 

February 28
At 6:30 pm, Irving Berlin: From Penniless Im-
migrant to America’s Unlikely Composer, features 
Paul Kaplan over Zoom about his new book exam-
ining Irving Berlin. Presented by the Museum at 
Eldridge Street. Call 212-219-0302 to sign up. 

February 28, March 28 and May 20
Practice Hebrew with Shachar Liran-Hanan from 
7:30-8:30 pm. Learn more and register at jccmw.
org/Hebrew-café.

March 1
From 4:30-6:30pm, The Holocaust and Human 
Rights Education Center {HHREC} will host Dr. 
Karen Shawn, Director of Educational Outreach of 
the Fish Center for Holocaust and Genocide Stud-
ies of Yeshiva University, speaking at a seminar for 
Westchester County teachers in the HHREC Li-
brary, White Plains. Call 914-696-0738 to register.

March 3
The 27th annual Shabbat Across America will be 
held at local synagogues.

March 3
The Jewish Community Center of Mid Westches-
ter {JCCMW}, 999 Wilmot Road, Scarsdale, hosts 
Shabbat Tots Purim from 3:30-5pm. Call 914-725-
7300 to rsvp.

March 5
Join gamers for Purim-Dungeons and Dragons 
Gamer Night at 4pm for ages 10-16 at Jewish Com-
munity Center of Mid Westchester, 999 Wilmot 
Road, Scarsdale. Register at Jccmw.org/purim-dd

March 6 
The JCC of Mid Westchester hosts Peas for Purim 
from 3:30-5pm. Children will plant peas and make 
groggers for Purim. Call 914-725-7300 for more 
information.

March 7 
Come in costume to Chabad’s annual Purim Bash 
as they present Purim Under the Sea from 5-7pm 
at Chabad Jewish Center, 453 White Plains Road, 
Eastchester, with an interactive Megillah Reading 

and Buffet Dinner. RSVP by March 5. Go to Chabad 
Jewish Center.com/Purim or call 914-458-2441.

March 11
For children younger than 5 with family, The 
Jewish Community Center of Mid Westchester 
invites you to take a Shabbat Nature Walk and 
make masks for Purim from 9:30-10:45 am. RSVP 
to info@jccmw.org

March 12
The Westchester Philharmonic will perform at 
3pm in the Purchase Performing Arts Center,735 
Anderson Hill Road, Purchase. Call 914-251-6200 
for tickets.

March 21
Moms of Tots, The Mahjong and Merlot Series, will 
be held at the Jewish Community Center of Mid 
Westchester, March 21 and 28 and April 18 from 
7:30-9pm at JCCMW, 999 Wilmot Road, Scarsdale. 
Call 914-725-7300 or register at info@jccmw.org

March 28
Celebrating their 80th anniversary, WJCS will 
host a Gala at 6:30pm at Brae Burn Country Club, 
Purchase, honoring Michelle Brettschneider and 
William Shirley. RSVP to 914-761-0600.

March 29
Professor Charles Delheim, Professor of History at 
Boston University, will lecture at Purchase College 
during The Jewish Studies Program, discussing 
Belonging and Betrayal: How Jews Made the Art 
World Modern at 6pm in the Humanities Theatre. 
Call 914-251-6550 for more information.

Westchester's Community News

PART TIME 
ADVERTISING COORDINATOR

Coordinate advertising material between sales team 
and production. Proofs are shown to advertisers and 
any copy changes made to assure deadlines are met. 

Insure all advertising appears in all media.

Email: NYPUBLISHER1@gmail.com 
for more information
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AMAZING IS COMBINING 
GREAT CARE WITH 
CONVENIENCE.

Many of our offices accept most insurance and 
have same-day, early and late appointments, 
and some even offer weekend availability. Or,  
if you can't make it in, we offer video visits.*

Make an appointment at nyp.org/medicalgroups

NewYork-Presbyterian 
Medical Group Westchester

*Restrictions apply.
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HaZamir International Jewish Teen Choir Celebrates 30 Years
HaZamir: The International Jewish Teen 

Choir, with members from 26 U.S. chapters and 
10 cities in Israel, will join for three days of work-
shops and rehearsals at Sleepy Hollow Hotel in Tar-
rytown, March 16-19, for the annual HaZamir In-
ternational Festival, where 300 teens 
will share Jewish culture, music and 
values as they cultivate international 
friendships. The festival will culmi-
nate in a gala performance at Jazz at 
Lincoln Center in NYC on March 19th 
at 3pm under the direction of Maestro 
Matthew Lazar, founder and director 
of the Zamir Choral Foundation, and 
featuring conductors from across the 
U.S. and Israel. 

Cantor Raphael Frieder, a cel-
ebrated singer and choral conductor, leads HaZa-
mir Westchester with 11 singers that have been 
practicing at Temple Israel Center, White Plains. 
Frieder currently serves on the voice faculty of the 
H.L. Miller Cantorial School of the Jewish Theo-
logical Seminary of America in New York City.

HaZamir was created in 1993 by Matthew Lazar 
to provide an opportunity for talented young Jew-
ish singers to sing great Jewish music at the highest 
standard of excellence. HaZamir singers express 
their Jewish identities and love of music with peers 
from a range of cultural and economic backgrounds 
and levels of religious observance and perform Jew-
ish choral music on the world’s greatest stages. For 30 
years, HaZamir has served as a training ground for a 
new generation of singers, investing in young people 

so that they have a deeper understanding of 
the values, traditions and glory of Judaism 
and artistic expression. “We are more than 
a choir, we are an incubator for developing 
future leaders who find their voices and pur-

pose,” says Matthew Lazar. 
Many HaZamir gradu-

ates have gone on to musical 
careers and have assumed 
leadership roles in their com-
munities. Eleven HaZamir 
alumni are now conductors 
or coordinators of their own 
HaZamir chapters.  “Provid-
ing a high-quality, structured 
program, HaZamir’s unique 
experience helps foster a lifelong 

commitment to Jewish culture and music in young 
people and builds a strong foundation for future 
Jewish involvement among its participants,” adds 
Lazar. “Together the singers of HaZamir create 
unity and long-lasting connections to one another 
and Judaism through excellence in music.

HaZamir teens study Jewish text and history, 
grow as leaders, cultivate a deep connection to Is-
rael, and create enduring ties that transcend geo-
graphic, political, social, and denominational dif-
ferences. A key component of the Festival is called 
“Mifgash” or Encounter, where Israeli and Ameri-
can teens are placed in small groups and given 
a prompt that calls for deep thought on topics 
related to Judaism, such as nationalism and anti-
semitism. These encounters expose the American 

students to Israeli traditions and Israeli teens to 
the many ways of practicing Judaism in the States. 
“The young people hear first-hand descriptions of 
what life is like for each other,” says Vivian Lazar, 
the Director of HaZamir. “They develop a greater 
understanding and appreciation of their similari-
ties and differences and learn that the cultural di-
vide is not as great as they had imagined.”

The HaZamir choir is comprised of teenagers 
in grades 9-12, featuring ensembles which rehearse 
all year long in 10 Israeli cities including Ashkelon, 
Beit She’An, Dimona, Gan Yavneh, Hod HaSharon, 
Jerusalem, Karmiel-Misgav, Ofakim-Merchavim, 
Tirat HaCarmel and Yerucham; and 26 American 
chapter locations in Atlanta, Baltimore, Bergen 
County NJ, Boca Raton, Boston, Brooklyn, Central 
New Jersey, Chicago, Cleveland, Houston, Los An-

geles, Long Island NY, Manhattan, 
MetroWest NJ, Miami, Minneapo-
lis, New Haven, Orlando, Philadel-
phia, Pittsburgh, Providence, Ra-
leigh-Durham, Silicon Valley CA, 
South New Jersey, Washington, 
DC and Westchester County, NY. 

The gala performance com-
bines music, Judaism, communi-
ty and spirituality in a powerful 
blend. The concert will include 
music that celebrates 30 years 
of HaZamir and commemorates 
the important milestone of the 
75th anniversary of the State of 
Israel. A variety of musical styles 

will be featured, including popular music, classic 
Israeli and Jewish American selections in English 
and Hebrew, as well as an uplifting gospel-style 
song. Two new classical music commissions, writ-
ten specifically for HaZamir, will be premiered. A 
select group of teen singers who are ready for an 
even greater musical challenge can audition for the 
HaZamir Chamber Choir which performs an ad-
ditional musical set. Three decades of singers have 
participated in this choral experience and reunite 
as alumni performers as a select alumni choir and 
this year in a special concert finale. 

Tickets are available online at www.jazz.org, 
by calling CenterCharge at 212-721- 6500, or in 
person at the Jazz at Lincoln Center Box Office at 
Broadway and 60th St, NYC. 

For information visit www.hazamir.org

Cantor Raphael Frieder
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StandWithUs Praises Westchester County 
for Adopting the IHRA Working Definition 
of Antisemitism

StandWithUs praises Westchester Coun-
ty Executive George Latimer, who issued an 
Executive Order adopting the International 
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) 
Working Definition of 
Antisemitism for County 
agencies on January 17, 
2023. 

Avi Posnick, Stand-
WithUs Northeast Di-
rector stated, “Adopting 
the IHRA Definition is a 
critically important step 
towards identifying, re-
porting, recording, and 
defeating antisemitism. 
County Executive Lat-
imer assumes a position 
as one of NY state leaders 
in the fight against what 
many have called ‘the 
oldest hate.’ We praise 
your courage and wis-
dom.”

The Executive Order 
recognizes that the dan-
gerous virus of antisemi-
tism has emerged again around the globe, 
including in the United States with cases of 
assault, harassment, and vandalism against 
Jews, as well as online attacks, at near-his-
toric levels. American Jews feel more vul-
nerable than ever before. Jewish community 

members and students—especially those 
who wear Jewish symbols, support Israel’s 
existence, and refuse to reject their religious, 
ethnic, and/or national identity—often find 

themselves subject to 
marginalization, discrim-
ination, harassment and 
worse. The Executive Or-
der mandates that County 
agencies in Westchester, 
NY, adopt and use the 
IHRA Definition and its 
11 examples as a guideline 
to identify, report, and 
stem antisemitism. 

StandWithUs was 
proud to work in part-
nership with: ADL New 
York; AJC Westchester/
Fairfield; Hillels of West-
chester; Holocaust & Hu-
man Rights Education 
Center; UJA-Federation 
of NY/Westchester; West-
chester Board of Rab-
bis; Westchester Jewish 
Council.

StandWithUs (SWU) is an international, 
non-profit and non-partisan Israel education 
organization that works to inspire and edu-
cate people of all ages about Israel, as well as 
challenge misinformation and fight against 
antisemitism.

Westchester County Executive George Latimer

Traveling as part of Israel on Campus 
Coalition’s Geller International Fellowship

BY ABE BAKER-BUTLER

Over the first two weeks in January, I had 
the honor of traveling on the inaugural mission 
trip to Israel and the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
with a spectacular group of fellow college stu-
dents as part of the Israel on Campus Coalition’s 
Geller International Fellowship.  

The Fellowship has been educational and 
transformative for me. Despite coming in with 
a fair amount of knowledge regarding Israel and 
the region, I have learned a great amount from 
my peers and the diverse set of Israelis, Pales-
tinians, and Emiratis with whom we have spent 
time. One example of many, is hearing firsthand 
about the negative effects of BDS on Palestinians. 
This is never discussed on campus.  

It has been refreshing and inspiring to 
spend time with fellow pro-Israel campus lead-
ers. We have become close friends, and I know we 
will stay in touch after the Fellowship concludes. 
It is heartening to be part of a group that under-
stands the positive role Israel plays in the Middle 

East despite the complex challenges it faces. 
The Middle East is complex and nuanced, 

and anti-Israel “activists” ignore that entirely as 
they spread falsehoods on campus. I wish that 
those who unjustly and vehemently attack Israel 
could see and hear what we experienced on the 
Geller mission trip. 

The Fellowship has piqued my already-high 
excitement about the relationships generated by 
the Abraham Accords. Defying the odds, Israel 
and its Abraham Accords partners are building a 
new Middle East defined by tolerance, openness, 
prosperity and peace. It has been exhilarating to 
witness in person. 

As I return to campus, I plan to spread what 
I have learned from the Fellowship throughout 
the Yale community and in the Westchester com-
munity. I am deeply grateful to the ICC and the 
Geller family for this opportunity, and I hope the 
Geller Fellowship will continue for many years to 
come.”

Abe Baker-Butler (right) and Sheikh Mohammed at the Center for Cultural 
Understanding
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Grant Given for Holocaust Survivors on
International Holocaust Remembrance Day

On January 27, International Holocaust Re-
membrance Day, Senate Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins and Senator Shelley Mayer an-
nounced that Westchester Jewish Community 
Services {WJCS} has been awarded a 
grant of $20,000 to continue its work 
in providing health and social servic-
es for Holocaust survivors. 

This funding is part of a 
$700,000 Senate addition to the 
2022-2023 state budget to support 
35 agencies statewide who provide 
Holocaust survivor support. Each 
agency will receive $20,000 from 
the Senate. WJCS is the only agency 
in Westchester to receive this grant. 

“I am proud to lead the Senate 
in securing this addition to the state budget. More 
than 40 percent of New York’s Holocaust survi-
vors live in poverty and rely on non-profit agen-
cies such as WJCS for support. As 
we commemorate International Ho-
locaust Remembrance Day today, 
we must renew our responsibility 
and commitment to help survivors 
and their families,” said Senator 
Stewart-Cousins.

“I am very pleased that WJCS 
will be receiving $20,000 to support 
Holocaust survivors. WJCS works 
tirelessly to provide support and 
community to Holocaust survivors, 
who endured the most horrific of ex-
periences. The work they do connects 
survivors to one another and pro-
vides indispensable opportunities for young people 
to hear the stories and experiences of these survi-
vors, who we are losing every day. I’ve been honored 
to join these survivors at events sponsored by WJCS 

and have been incredibly moved by the dedication of 
the staff and volunteers to these extraordinary survi-
vors. Thank you to Majority Leader Stewart-Cousins 
for her efforts to secure this funding in Westchester 

and across the state,” said State Sena-
tor Shelley Mayer.

Westchester County is home 
to 160 Holocaust survivors rang-
ing in age from 70-100. WJCS helps 
provide them with home care aides, 
emergency assistance to help pay 
medical and dental bills, hearing 
aids, life alerts and transportation 
to these appointments. They also 
deliver Kosher Meals to those with 
food insecurity. 

“Everything WJCS does to 
support these survivors and their families is vital 
to their well-being, especially the social compo-
nent they provide. Thanks to their socialization 

events, these seniors experience 
the Jewish Holidays together, share 
meals and interact in person mak-
ing life a little less lonely,” contin-
ued Senator Stewart-Cousins. “We 
are fortunate to have an agency that 
is committed to making their lives 
easier and fulfilling.” 

“Thank you, Leader Stewart-
Cousins, for providing Westches-
ter Jewish Community Services 
with these critically needed funds 
to help us serve our county’s Holo-
caust survivors, their families and 

their providers. With these additional 
resources WJCS will be able to provide health and 
socialization services that recognize the strength 
and dignity of Westchester’s resilient survivors,” 
said Seth Diamond, WJCS CEO.

NYS Senator Shelley Mayer

Senate Majority Leader Andrea 
Stewart-Cousins

2023 Genesis Prize Awarded to Jewish Activists Working 
to Uphold Ukraine’s Independence

STATEMENT FROM THE TRUSTEE OF THE GENESIS 
PRIZE FOUNDATION NATAN SHARANSKY AND 

CHAIRMAN/FOUNDER STAN POLOVETS

The past 11 months have been unlike any previous 
period in the 10-year history of the Genesis Prize. We 
have witnessed war, destruction, and human suffering 
on a scale unseen since World War II. Tens of thousands 
of people have lost their lives; millions abandoned their 
homes, jobs, schools, and families. As countries neigh-
boring Ukraine became inundated with refugees and 
faced disruptions to their energy supply, the economic 
fallout from the war has been felt throughout the world, 
impacting tens of millions of lives far beyond the conflict 
zone.

But we have also witnessed human kindness, 
compassion, and activism on an unprecedented scale. 
Across the world, thousands of individuals and organi-
zations were moved to action – making a moral choice to 
volunteer, donate money, shelter refugees, and engage 
in political advocacy.

Recognizing the extraordinary nature of events 
dominating the past 11 months, The Genesis Prize Selec-
tion Committee has decided to depart from the usual 
custom of awarding the Prize to a single Jewish indi-
vidual. Instead, the Committee has elected to announce 
a collective award to Jewish activists and NGOs who 
were inspired by the brave citizens of Ukraine and their 
courageous president, Volodymyr Zelensky, and chose 
to act on their Jewish values by standing up for freedom, 
human dignity, and justice.

Resolution of The Genesis Prize Selection Com-
mittee:

The Genesis Prize Selection Committee bestows 
the 2023 Genesis Prize upon all Jewish activists and 
NGOs working to support the Ukrainian people in their 
quest for freedom, independence, and dignity. In doing 
so, the Committee calls on others – Jews and non-Jews 
– to get involved in the effort to aid Ukraine’s struggle for 
independence and help overcome the humanitarian cri-
sis that has resulted from the war. 

Throughout 2023, The Genesis Prize Foundation 
will be shining a spotlight on individuals and non-gov-
ernmental organizations working to support Ukraine. 
We will share with the global Jewish community their 
important contributions and encourage others to be-
come involved. Our Foundation will also continue to 
make grants to NGOs dedicated to alleviating the suf-
fering in Ukraine, as we have done since the beginning 
of the war.

Dr. Albert Bourla, Chairman 
and CEO of Pfizer, (in photo) who 
received the 2022 Genesis Prize 
for his leadership in developing the 
COVID-19 vaccine, said, “Jewish tra-
dition teaches us about the sanctity 
of human life and the importance 
of repairing the world. As last year’s 

Laureate, I am honored to pass the torch of the Genesis 
Prize to such an inspiring group of Jewish activists and 
organizations committed to saving and improving the 
lives of brave Ukrainian citizens.”

Rare Marc Chagall Painting of His Father, on View at the Jewish Museum
Marc Chagall’s painting Le Père (1911), which was 

recently restituted to the descendants of its original 
owner, will be on view at the Jewish Museum February 
16, 2023, through January 1, 2024.

Completed in 1911, during a transformative peri-
od in the artist’s career, Le Père was among 15 works of 
art that the French Government restituted in April of 
2022—part of an ongoing effort to return works in its 
museums that were stolen by the Nazis during World 
War II. The painting was restituted to the descendants 
of David Cender, the original owner, and sold at auc-
tion by Phillips in November 2022. Following the sale, 

Phillips’ team in New York worked with the buyer of the 
artwork and facilitated the loan to the Museum.

Claudia Gould, Helen Goldsmith Menschel Direc-
tor, said, “The Jewish Museum is honored to show Cha-
gall’s rare portrait of his father. The vast and systemic 
pillaging of artworks during World War II, and the 
eventual rescue and return of many, is one of the most 
dramatic stories of twentieth-century art, and one that 
continues to have repercussions today. It is imperative 
that the Jewish Museum tells these stories, most re-
cently doing so with our exhibition Afterlives: Recover-
ing the Lost Stories of Looted Art (2021). We are grateful 

to Phillips for facilitating this loan.”
Part of the collection of Da-

vid Cender, a musical instrument-
maker from Łódź, Poland, the 
work was stolen from him in 1940 
before he was sent to Auschwitz 
with his family. While Cender sur-
vived, his wife, daughter, and other 
relatives were killed at Auschwitz. 
By 1966, the painting had been re-
acquired by Chagall himself, who 
held a particular affinity for the 
painting. The artist was likely un-
aware of the history of the paint-
ing’s ownership. In 1988, the Mu-
sée national d’art moderne, Centre 
national d’art et de culture Georg-
es-Pompidou in Paris received the 
painting by donation from Cha-
gall’s estate. Ten years later, the 
work was deposited into the Mu-
sée d’art et d’histoire du Judaïsme 
in Paris, where it was on view for 
24 years before research showed 
that the work should be and was 
restituted to Cender’s heirs.  

Le Père is a dynamic portrait that signifies Cha-

gall’s pivotal transition from art 
student in Saint Petersburg to one 
of the defining figures of European 
Modernism. During the winter of 
1911-1912, Chagall moved into La 
Ruche, an artists’ commune on the 
outskirts of Montparnasse, France. 
The works he created over the next 
three years are among the most 
highly regarded of his career, with 
his portraits bearing particular 
significance. Le Père is an intimate 
portrait of the artist’s father Zahar, 
a quiet and shy man who spent 
his entire life working in the same 
manual labor job. Portraits of the 
artist’s father are rare within Cha-
gall’s oeuvre. Far from the general-
ized symbols of lovers that domi-
nated much of his later paintings, 
this early work is a remarkably per-
sonal and heartfelt depiction.

The Jewish Museum is an art 
museum committed to illuminat-
ing the complexity and vibrancy 
of Jewish culture. The public may 

call 212.423.3200 or visit TheJewishMuseum.org.

Image credit: Marc Chagall (French, b. Be-
larus, 1887-1985). Le Père (Father), 1911. 
Oil on canvas, 31 5/8 × 17 1/2 in. (80.3 
× 44.5 cm). Private Collection, L2023-1. 
Artwork (C) Artists Rights Society (ARS), 
New York/ADGAP, Paris. Image provided by 
Phillips Auctioneers LLC.
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AJC Survey on Holocaust Knowledge Among Americans
Most U.S. adults know when the Holocaust hap-

pened and are familiar with Auschwitz, but fewer are 
cognizant about the number of Jews murdered and 
how Hitler came to power in Germany, according to a 
new American Jewish Committee (AJC) public opin-
ion survey.

Only 53% of Americans over the age of 18 an-
swered correctly that approximately six million Jews 
were killed in the Holocaust, while 20% explicitly said 
they were not sure. 2% said less than one million, 13% 
chose approximately three million, and 11% said more 
than 12 million.

The questions on Holocaust knowledge, re-
leased ahead of International Holocaust Remem-
brance Day on January 27, are included in a larger 
national AJC survey of the general U.S. population on 
antisemitism. This survey, alongside an AJC poll of 
American Jews, will be available in AJC’s State of An-
tisemitism in America report 2022 in February. Ques-
tions about Holocaust knowledge were asked only of 
the general population.

Education, according to the AJC survey, is a 
key factor in the extent of knowledge about the Ho-
locaust. Broadly, those who have completed higher 

levels of education (some college, college graduates, 
or more) are more knowledgeable than those who 
have a high school education or less. Overall, 34% of 
those with a college degree and 28% of those who have 
completed some college answered all four questions 
correctly, compared with just 17% of those who have a 
high school degree or less education.

On the question of how many Jews were killed, 
42% of those with a high school degree or less educa-
tion correctly answered approximately six million, 
compared with 62% of those who have completed at 
least some college and 59% of college graduates. Ad-
ditionally, 76% of those who have a high school degree 
or less education correctly answered the question on 
Auschwitz, compared with 89% of those who com-
pleted some college, and 91% of college graduates.

A question in the series found that 26% have 
visited a Holocaust Museum or memorial, while 74% 
have never visited. In this case, too, there is a clear 
pattern. Among U.S. adults with a college degree, 42% 
have visited a Holocaust memorial or museum, com-
pared with 24% of those who have completed some 
college, and just 12% who have a high school degree or 
less education.

What Should You Do if Your Parents are Getting Older

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

As an estate planning and elder law attorney, one 
of my goals as a professional practicing in this field is to 
educate others on the importance of planning and to as-
sist them in designing plans that help accomplish their 
estate planning objectives. 

If your parents have not yet taken care of their es-
tate planning, here are some thoughts to help get them 
started: 

Have a discussion with them about their long-
term care future. While this is not an easy or fun discus-
sion, it can help get the ball rolling.  One effective way to 
kick off the discussion is to let your parents know that 
estate planning is so important, that you have just taken 
care of your own planning ! Typically, a good discussion 
will result in the production of an action list.  You can 
start by asking your parents where they wish to live if 
they cannot care for themselves and how they will pay 
for that care.  Ask how they would like you to help them 
if they can no longer make decisions on their own. Ask if 
they have any insurance about which you should know. 
Ask where they keep their important papers and if they 
would feel comfortable with you having copies of key 
documents now. 

Discuss the importance of a durable power of at-
torney.  This could be the single most important docu-
ment your parents can sign.  A properly executed power 
of attorney allows your parents to pick a person (or per-
sons) to make financial decisions for them if they can no 
longer make those decisions themselves.  Please keep in 
mind that a power of attorney is not simply a form.  It is 
a complex document that requires a significant amount 
of thought.  For example, if your parents select more 
than one person to be their agents under the power of 

attorney, do they want them to be able to act separately 
or must all decisions be made together?  A power of at-
torney can be as broad or as limited.

Consider long-term care insurance.  Long-term 
care insurance can help pay for the cost of long-term 
care at home, in assisted living or in a nursing home.  
However, there are vigorous underwriting require-
ments that must be met to qualify for such insurance.  
Best to work with a qualified insurance agent who spe-
cializes in long-term care policies and who can explain. 
Also, note that most long-term care policies that are sold 
today are actually life insurance policies with a long-
term care rider.  Before buying, it is probably a good idea 
to have the policy reviewed by a Certified Elder Law At-
torney to make sure it is the right policy and that it fits in 
with your parents’ overall estate plan.  Also, it is possible 
that insurance may be unavailable or prohibitively ex-
pensive due to your parents’ ages.  If that is the case, they 
may need to consider Medicaid planning.  The sooner 
they do this, the better. 

Probate avoidance.  Probate is the legal process by 
which the validity of a will is proven.  If your parents can 
structure their estate plan to avoid probate, it will likely 
mean that you and the other beneficiaries of their es-
tates will receive their inheritance sooner and with less 
court involvement.   The best way to avoid probate is to 
have a revocable living trust as the cornerstone of your 
parents’ estate plan.  If properly drafted, they will be in 
control of managing their affairs while they are capable, 
and trust assets will pass to their beneficiaries without 
having to go through probate. 

By taking the steps discussed above, you can help 
your parents achieve these goals.

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner of 
Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of the 
Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for excellence in Elder 
Law and has been honored as one of the “Best Lawyers” 
in America since 2008. He was elected to the Estate Plan-
ning Hall of Fame by the National Association of Estate 
Planners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the 
Elder Law Committee of the American College of Trust 
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be reached 
at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s website at www.
littmankrooks.com.

WJCS Crime Victims Advocacy and Support Services Program
Westchester Jewish Community Ser-

vices (WJCS) has launched a Crime Victims 
Advocacy and Support Services (CVASS) Pro-
gram to ensure that victims of crimes are 
provided with mental health counseling, safe 
housing, and access to public benefits, 

“Being a victim of a crime can shatter 
one’s sense of security and safety. WJCS is 
here to help victims navigate the recovery 
process and connect them to services,” said 
WJCS CEO Seth Diamond. 

As a leader in providing state-of-the-art 
trauma treatment at the WJCS Trager Lemp 
Center for Treating Trauma and Promoting 
Resilience, WJCS is well-positioned to offer 
support and advocacy for crime survivors 
throughout Westchester county. Survivors 
of crime, gun violence, domestic violence, 
sexual abuse, child abuse, as well as those 
who witnessed these crimes will have access 
to comprehensive services that aim to help 
victims work toward healing. Crisis interven-
tion services include a 24-hour hotline, in-
formation about legal rights and law enforce-
ment procedures, assistance with navigating 

medical and social service systems, trans-
portation, and accompaniment to medical 
examinations and criminal justice proceed-
ings, emotional support and trauma-focused, 
evidence-based mental health treatment, and 
referrals to food, housing, legal, and medical 
assistance. Safety planning is also an essen-
tial part of case management.

In 2020, 2,157 cases were reported to the 
Domestic Violence Unit in Westchester, and 
3,129 orders of protection were issued. There 
were 1,585 violent crimes reported, includ-
ing rape, robbery, murder, and aggravated 
assault, and 8,721 property crimes reported, 
including burglary, larceny, and motor ve-
hicle theft. According to the most recent 
Westchester County District Attorney An-
nual Report, there were 728 child abuse cases 
investigated, 

Being the victim of a crime and vio-
lence is, in addition to being an emotionally-
wrenching experience, an important critical 
public health issue. Children and adolescents 
exposed to violence are at risk for poor long-
term behavioral and mental health outcomes, 

and need immediate support. 
A crime occurs every 16 minutes on aver-

age in Westchester County. WJCS, one of the 
largest human service organization in West-
chester County, is here to help.

For more information about the WJCS 
Crime Victims Advocacy and Support Servic-

es Program, contact Josefa Romero at jrome-
ro@wjcs.com. For more information about 
the 80+ programs provided by Westchester 
Jewish Community Services, go to wjcs.com. 
To stay up to date about WJCS, follow on 
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, and LinkedIn.

PART TIME ADVERTISING SALES
Great opportunity for anyone interested in 

getting into the work environment on a 
part time basis. Possible full time.

Call on local businesses to help them get 
their message out to 100% of the community, 

with multimedia opportunities.

Email: NYPUBLISHER1@gmail.com 
for more information
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, 
records, instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 
914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and 
Companion.  Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

GRAVE PLOT FOR SALE IN SHARON GARDENS
Beautiful plot (#573) in sold out Free Synagogue section. $20,000 OBO. 
Call 203-918-4880.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly woman to assist with companionship, appointments 
and more. Contact me at 914-298-8872.
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Amazing Butterflies Exhibit at Lasdon Park
Amazing Butterflies invites you to 

shrink down into the undergrowth to be-
come one of the most extraordinary crea-
tures on earth at Lasdon Park and Arbore-
tum. The exhibit runs from Saturday, Feb. 
4, through Thursday, May 7. Produced by 
Minotaur Mazes of Seattle, this immersive 
experience is based on an exhibition cre-
ated for the Natural History Museum in 
London, featuring their scientific input and 
interpretation.

Westchester County Executive George 
Latimer says, “A child’s imagination is a 
powerful and magical instrument, that 
helps boost their social, emotional, creative, 
physical, verbal and cognitive development — crucial 
skills they will take into adulthood. Tapping into their 
thoughts and pretending to be a caterpillar on its 
journey to become a butterfly through this new edu-
cational exhibit will help the children of Westchester 
to better understand the natural world around them.”

Embark on a challenging journey teeming with 
friends and foes revealing the unusual relationship 
between caterpillars, butterflies and their natural 
surroundings. Adventure through the leaves, learn 
how to move like caterpillar, discover an ant that 
reaps the reward of an unusual friendship, then 
transform into a butterfly and take flight! Together, 
families will explore this interactive experience and 
learn the surprising challenges butterflies face every 
day. Become a caterpillar and find your way through 
a secret, wild world. As you navigate the terrain filled 
with challenges around every twist and turn, take on 
puzzles, games and exciting interactivities. The brave 
can even take to the air and soar down the butterfly 
zip slide.

 The exhibit is produced by Minotaur Mazes of 
Seattle and presented by Westchester County Parks 

and the Friends of Lasdon Park and Arboretum. Mi-
notaur Mazes, a Seattle-based, worldwide traveling 
exhibitions company specializing in complete, inter-
active exhibition experiences within a maze setting. 
Mazes are engaging both mentally and physically, 
and a tactile experience helps visitors young and 
old retain ideas long after they have left the exhibit. 
Minotaur is committed to crafting quality, creative 
exhibitions that introduce ideas of sustainability and 
personal responsibility for the world and its people.

 Visitors will discover fascinating facts about one 
of our planets most amazing lifecycles. But beware. 
The maze includes dead-ends, down which, lurks 
poisonous plants and predators waiting to pounce. 
Choose the right route, stamp your card along the 
way, and emerge as a beautiful butterfly.

Tickets are available now through May 7 with 
scheduled viewing times. Call (914) 864-7268 for more 
information or visit lasdonpark.org for tickets.

Lasdon Park, Arboretum and Veterans Me-
morial is a Westchester County Park on Route 35 in 
Somers. The GPS address is 2610 Amawalk Road, Ka-
tonah, NY 10536.

 

On Being Empowered Towards 
No Hate in Our States

BY MYRA CLARK-SIEGEL, AJC REGIONAL DIRECTOR

I recently revisited the United States 
Holocaust Museum in our nation’s capital. 
The words etched into stone at the entrance 
call out for a collective Call to Action, “Out of 
our memory…of the Holocaust, we must forge 
an unshakeable oath with all civilized people 
that never again will the world stand silent..
We must understand that human rights and 
human dignity are indivisible.”

I watched as women, men, and children 
of all backgrounds and ages bore silent wit-
ness to the dangers of unchecked hatred. 

This is not just a Call to Action for the 

Jewish community; our friends and commu-
nity partners must also be strong allies and 
upstanders.

  
It begins with words. 

So much hate is directed against the Jew-
ish people who comprise barely 2% of the U.S. 
population and just 0.2% across the globe. 

Consider AJC’s 2021 groundbreaking an-
tisemitism survey, where one in four Ameri-
can Jews said they had experienced antisemi-
tism in the last year. And 4 in 10 said they had 
changed their behavior to avoid being public-
ly identified as Jewish, such as self-censoring 
on social media, or not wearing a Star of Da-
vid (Magen David) necklace in public – out of 
fear as Jews. 

What other religion requires security 
procedures in houses of worship similar to 
those of international airports? 

In 2023. In the United States of America. 
AJC (American Jewish Committee) is 

leading efforts to address antisemitism 
through our Call to Action Against Anti-
semitism (AJC.org). 

This resource provides guidance and 
tools to help leaders understand, respond 
to, and prevent antisemitism. Let’s be clear: 
antisemitism and hatred are everyone’s prob-
lem. 

Actions matter. 

And we can and must be empowered. 

AJC’s LFT or Leaders for Tomorrow 
advocacy program is an extraordinary cur-
riculum that brings teens together each 
month to educate and empower them to be 
strong Jewish and pro-Israel advocates. We 
welcome for your student to apply for our Fall 
2023 cohort. 

If you want to learn about how to be en-
gaged with our allies: government officials, 
UN ambassadors and Consuls General, and 
interreligious and intergroup partners, join 
us to be educated, be empowered, and be an 
effective advocate on behalf of the Jewish 
community and in strengthening civil society 
– for the sake of all of our communities. 

Better yet, join AJC in Israel June 11-
14 to celebrate Israel’s 75th anniversary 
at AJC’s Global Forum, bringing together 
global leaders for in-depth discussions, pro-
grams, and site visits. There is no better way 
to learn about Israel’s diverse, democratic 
society than this first-hand experience with 
AJC. 

Together, we can advocate for the Jew-
ish people and Israel and defend democratic 
values for all. This is indeed our unshakeable 
oath: to ensure that there is no hate in our 
states. 

Myra Clark-Siegel is regional director of 
AJC (American Jewish Committee). To join our 
efforts: westchester@ajc.org. 

Call Helene Pollack at 914-738-7869 or email 
hp@shorelinepub.com to reserve your ad space today.
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